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SURVEY OF THE VILLAGE AND CARVED ROCKS OF ORONGO, 
EASTER ISLAND, BY THE MANA EXPEDITION.' 

fWITH PLATES III-XVII, AND MAPS.] 

By MRs. ScoRESBY RouTLEDGE. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

DuRING the :first portion of the time spent by the Expedition on the Island, 1914-15, 

they resided at the foot of the hill on which Orongo stands, and for some weeks, 
whenever the weather and other circumstances rendered it possible, ascended to 
the site and spent the day in examining the remains. They were frequently accom
panied by natives with the object of gaining local information, but the knowledge 
acquired in this way with regard to structure, as distinct from folk-lore, was not very 

great. Various visits were also paid to the locality by the Expedition towards the 
end of their sojourn, and doubtful points were studied afresh. 

Every possible house was thus in turn entered and many of them more than 

once. This was not always an easy process, as it usually necessitated scrambling 
on hands and knees, or wriggling like a serpent, through the diminutive tunnel-like 
entrances which give access to the interior; the investigation was attended also by 
a certain apprehension that the large slabs of the roof, often in a precarious con
dition, might descend on the heads of the visirors. In perfect specimens the inside 
was almost dark and had to be examined by means of candles. It must be remem

bered, in extenuation of a certain lack of unifonnity which at times exists in the 
notes, that knowledge with regard ro the dwellings was only procured by degrees and 
as the study proceeded. Some of the work also had to be done during the absence 
in Chile of the head of the Expedition, owing to the outbreak of the European War. 

The survey of the vil!age was made independently by the Surveyor ro the 

Expedition. With regard to each individual house, only a general accuracy of ground 
plan was aimed at by him, and when the detailed drawing has obviously conflicted 
with fuller information obtained by others it has been altered accordingly. 

In the illustrations, the photographs are topographically accurate. The sketches 
have been drawn so as to convey a generally truthful impression, but not so as to be 
necessarily correct in every detail, which was not their object. Some of the illus

trations which have previously appeared are repeated for more detailed reference. 
The carved rocks were studied on many occasions and in various lights, and 

photographs were taken. Attempts which were made to obtain paper squeeZeS 
were not very successfnl, as owing to the distance from camp it was rarely found 

1 The cost of the blocks for the illusteation of this paper was defrayed by Mrs. Routledge. 


























































































