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NOTES ON SOME ARCH1EOLOGICAL REMAINS IN THE SOCIETY 
AND AUSTRAL ISLANDS. 

[WITH PLATES XVIII-XXIV.] 

By S. AND K. RouTLEDGE. 

THE following are notes of a cruise in French Oceania undertaken with the object 
of finding traces of culture analogous to that of Easter Island. It was thought best 
to utilize the time at our disposal in each island, which has so far been strictly limited, 

in gaining as wide a knowledge as possible of existing remains rather than in making 
an exhaustive examination of any particular site. Difficulties of exact record have 
been much increased by the fact that the remains themselves are not only in 
ruins, but also largely hidden by tropical vegetation. Sketch-plans are therefore 
given with reserve; measurements have been taped, and are given to the nearest 

~ft., but an allowance in some cases of 5 to 10 per cent. should be made for error. 
Compass bearings are to be considered approximate unless otherwise stated. 

MoonEA. 

The expedition arrived at Tahiti on July 6th, 1921. Delay occurred before a 

vessel could be found in which to proceed, and between two or three weeks of the 
time were spent in the neighbouring island of Moorea ; we are much indebted to 

ex-Queen Marau for making known to us localities of interest in that place. 
Mame Horora (or Matati)1 stands about 400 yards from the east coast, at the 

entrance to a valley· which runs up among the mountains and abounds with terraces, 
evidently used for cultivation by a much larger population than that which now 
exists ; there are also other remains in the vicinity of the marae itself. The main 

structure is covered by a network of tree trunks (which prevented photography), 

but all lighter growth was removed. The form was found to be oblong and of that 
known as "truncated pyramid" (Fig. 3). It appears to have risen in three steps 
or terraces, two of which, on the western side, are clearly visibfe, each having a width 
of 2 ft. 3 ip.. The total height is 11 ft. The building is constructed mainly of 

unhewn stones, the larger of which average about 100 lbs. in weight; few blocks of 
coral are employed, but small coral debris was found in a position suggesting that 
it had been used to strew the terraces or for other ornamental efiect. In two places 

1 The latter name was given locally, the former we are informed is its correct designation. 

NoTE.-The cost of the blocks for the illustration of this paper has been defrayed by the 
authors, who retain the copyright of the illustrations. 
























































