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Samoa's Rule (!)f Oppression 
r 

A lUNGING wi~rning thatSallloa may be lost to New 
Zealand has beon given by reading newspapers of the 
Mandatory Power, This 1@rning is worthy of the 
most serious consideration, The legisla tors of New 
Zealand must not be dilatory in averting such a dis­
aster, The policy of Genera'! Sir George Richardson, 
the Administrator, as now pursued is defeating all hope 
of a rotul'll to norml1lcy, , , 
, His t,hreats of deportatitn withQut, trial of the Citi­

zens' Committee; his can<f.llation of traders' licenses 
to pursue their livelihood in Samoa ; disfranchising 
high chiefs and matais by ' I'Ohibiting the lise of their 
titles; banishment of Samoans from their homes with­
out proper trial; imprison ent for . disobeying orders 
of the Administrator whici have been made without 
information a nd the privil~e of pleading personally or 
by counsel, notwithstC\ndifg an empty" notice to show' 
ca;?se;" enforcement of !Crfdom; I ntimidation; dis­
missal from office of offici' s who express their candid 
opinion,- in fact, a nything, short of hanging, branding 
01 shooting-all these acts are encouraging the Sa­
moans to be more determi ed ill their resolutions and 
their faith in their aims i unshaken, their teeth .are 
set with obstinacy and all hat well m~aning citizens 
can do will be of no availio long as the Administrator 
pursues this course of a t~ting the people towards 
exaspei'ation : He throws ut his darts here and there, 
and all efforts towards a econciliation are thwarted 
by his o.wn acts, , '\ 

The Administra tor has e isjucjged the character of 
t,~e Samoan people, he ha~ utterly failed to carry out 
Ius du~ .. by conciliator:vrulasures he relies on frighten­
ng-r.n -pl!ople 110m fie rules; ire nal!' Ol! "--tfl1en '"",n 

fidence and respect; he seeks to cast blame for his own 
shortcomings on the Citizens' Committee TI , , ' Ie 
l:ntuatlOn may, well cause,~nxiety and fear on the part 
of the responslblc authOrIties, Irretrievable blunders 
have ~.Iready been,made, As had judgment will land 
a husmess or a shIp on the rocks so the faulty' d 
f tl Ad ' , t' JU gment 

o Ie mmls rator wl'll lead to disaster G d 
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su ts can only come from good J'udgment W'tl ' 
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goo Jll gme~t the Administrator may exercise all his 
talen ts and vIrtues and yet fall short of su E 
h'· I . ' ccess, ~ven 

IS cease ess energy, Ius untiring efforts f th 
d t ' f I h ' or e pro-uc Ion 0 wca t , hIS protestations of 1 f 
S 1 ' , ' ove or the 

amoans, liS assertIons of extreme pat' , 
1 ' lence WIth th 

peop e Will prove of little avail and he'll b e 
to effect a reconciliation, for if he i~ foIl WI, e unable 
t.rack obviously the rigilt goal will t °bwlllg the wrong 

no e reached, 
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III tl G Uf\rdia,n .. cannot 

'upport Il ny system of b y ­
coit where t h , re is discri­
mimltion of th!' Rev('ral 
trading firm!;, It i,' believed 
tha t the cause for whic.h 
the people al'e now fighting 
is good without 1'e orting to 

, boycot.t. There i. every 
oh~tnce of winning in a just 
cau 'e without taking harsh 

1 measures against a section 
of the traders. All should 
be treated a like, There is 
a.bsolutely no occasion for 
any of the people or any 
section of the people to re­
fuse or incite to refusal to 
have commercial dealings 
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with a nyone firm or person 
on whom it is wished to 
brIng pressure, As merely mao ae 
a form of "Sending to Co­
ventry or (W, E. Gladstone's 
phrase) " exclusive dealing" 
boycotting may be, from a 
legal point of view, unas­
sailable and as such has fre­
quentl~ been found justifi­
able, !ut when it takes the 
form 0 what is undoubtedly 
an ille al conspiraoy to in­
jure thi' pprson, property or 
busine s of a.nother by un­
warra edly putting pres­
sure 0 all and sundry, to 
withdr' w from them busi­
ness i ercourse, all law­
abidin oitizens should dis-
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Ther is a form of "boy- Mr II' 
cott " at at present. is be- \ Tafa. )1 
ing ex rcised by the Admi- Malo, 
ni strat on and which also \' !lfr Sr , ae {aj m 
ca.nnot be ' countenanced, I ~1r MI 
yet til Administrator is i ilL Olall 
~11..siru!: Q. e Qf th~ Ordinances J 

I ton~galIzehis' ·boycott 'on I 
:\ the im\ginary ground that 

it is nec.$ sary for the "peace I 
order an~ good government 
of ~l:e Territory," One d~- \' 

. fimtlOn of " boycott" IS 

I "Social or business interdic-
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, tion for the purpose of coer­
cion or punishment," The 
Administration have recent­
ly ordered the cancellation 
of licenses of traders and 
others are threatened, Un­
til some good reason- not 
the imaginary reason of the ' 
Administrator- is shown, 
the action of the AdminiS­
tration must be considere~ 
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!;ituat i n m \' well ause a1u1et ' a nd fea r 011 tli part 
of th re pon·sibl aut.borit.ies. Irretrieva ble bluJlderi:l 
have a lready beclllll l'l de. A had judgment wiII la.nd 
a hu, ine;:;s or a ship on the rocks so the faul t) judgment 
of the Administrator will lead to disaster. Good re-
sults 'an only corne from good judgment. Wit.hout. 
good judgment t.he Adllliuistra,tor may exercise all his 
talents and virtues and yet fall short of, success. Even 
his ceaseless energy, his untiring efforts for the pro­
duction of wealth, his protesta,tions of lo\'e for the 
Samoans, his assertions of ext.reme patience with the 
people will prove of little avail and he will be unablo 
to etIect a reconciliation, for if he is follmving t.he wrong 
track obviously the right goal will not be reached. 

The Boycott 
• 

The "Apia Correspondent" published in the 
"Fiji Times" of July 5th a rumour of a boycott 
by the "Mall people (agitators)" but qualifies 
the statement that, the report ' is only from, one 
district and may be unfounded. The charge aimed 
at the" Mall " is false. Enquiries were made and 
there vvas at the time no substantiation of the 
report. Since then the people have been reminded 
of a system ·of boycott and a. sect,ion at 'Falefa, so it 
is reported, where Mr. A. Vol. Johnstpn'· is .trading 
for Messrs. Burns Philp (S.S.) Co., Ltd., has 
dedared a boyeott . It is purely local and aimed 
persona.lly at the trader on account of certain 
utterances whi ch have disturbed the peace of mind 
of the people of that village. There is a report now 
from Savaii that the people oHhe south sid!:) ofth~t 
Island have decla red for a boycott of the stores of 
Messrs. Burns Philp (S.S.) Co., Ltd. This is em­
phatically denied by Mr. Peter Jensen who trades 
with Messrs. Burns Philp and Co .. in the $a.lailua 
vicinity and elsewhere on the south coast. En­
quiries have heen made of several of the Samoan 
delegates to the "Ma'n " in Apia , and they have 
stated that the boycott r,s reported does not meet 
with their approval. The Citizens' Committee 
know nothing of the boycott except by report. The 
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cion or puni shment ." The 
, Administration ha ve reo 'li t· 

ly ordered the can ceLl ation 
of licenses of traders II.nd 
others are threatened. Un· 
til ~ome good l'E-a 'o il- not; 
the imagina ry r eaSon of the 

, Administrator- i shown, 
I the action of the Admini~­

tration must be considered 
In the light of a. I. boycott." 
These threats are intended 
at first to I. coerce," and fail. 
ing any result, th en the 
"p un ish m e n t" of' with­
drawing the means of a livo­
lihood from th e perSOll for 

I the purpose of injuring that 
person and the business of 
his employer. This is a boy· 
cott in its eSl:ienee and i ~ to 
be denounced a.s l!itrolll5ly 
as any unwarranted boy· 
cotto 

THE KAVA TitLE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

• 
The "Samoa Times" last 

week in the leading art,icle 
under the head line "AI'Il;ti 
THE GovERNOlt" charges tho 
HOIl. O. I,'. Nelson, M.L.C. 
with usin(T the kava title of '" . , 
His Excellency the AdIuiUlS· 
tmtor. There has been I.L 

miscons'tJ'l1ctioll 011 the pML 

of our contemporary. Ho 
. I " asserts that the" ka.vll tIt o. 

of the Governor .of Sallloa IS 

" Aumai Tafa Mamao se Sllti 
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Ie sau 0 Ie ola." and he acctl'tJ 
the HOll. O. j!'. Nelson WI ' I 
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