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the birth and growth of the Mau.
Time was when Samoa thought
and acted in terms of districts and
villages. That time has passed.
In this connection it is instructive
to follow the train of thought
working in the mind of M. Palacios,
one of the Members of the
Permanent Mandates Commission.
On page 48 of the Minutes of the
13th Session he is reported as
saying:—"‘ It should be remembered
that the “ Mau " existed not on!
in Samoa under New Zealand Ma‘
date, but alsa in American Samoa,
and in other islandsalso. It would
appear that this was perhaps a
nationalist movement, due no doubt
to historical and ancient causes.”
Clearly, M. Palacios sees deeper
than those whose vision takes them
no further than the stupid allegation
that it is Nelson and his associates
that have brought about the Mau
and fostered its existence. Evegy-
one in Samoa knows quite well tBat
this is nonsense. What had Nelsén
& Co. to do with the Mau in
American Samoa? If Nelson was
the cause of the Mau in Western
Samoa, how is it that the Mau
continues stronger than ever, not-
withstanding Nelson’s  enforced
absence for over a yearand a half ?
M. Palacios proceeds:
over, it was continually being
demonstrated at the present time
how movements that were believed
in the beginning to be weak and
artifioial, suddenly triumphed, and
how individuals who were con-
sidered to be undesirable, and were
expelled and banished to-day,

readily came into power on the
morrow.”

Not only is this true to-day, but|{

it was true a long time ago. One
remembers Cromwell, Pym, Hamp-
de_n,l Geo. Washington, Garibaldi,
William Tell and numberless others.

On page 51 of the same report
we find M. Palacios expressing his
glugreement with the draft report.

“ More- | b

sentence of gix mouthe 0 Mount
Eden Gaol. 1t must have been a
revelation for the tourists, who
travelled with the Chief and his wife
as far as Suva, to witness the home-
coming of Tamassese upon his
arrival from Pago Pago about two
houre after the Tofua had anchored.
The sight of the enthusiastic
reception given to Tamasese and
his wife by some thousands of
people (all dressed in Mau colours
Por wearing Mau lavalavas) must
have fully assured them that the
Mau was no insignificant body.
The only thing that marred his
arrival was that before he left the
ship which had brougot him over
from Pago Pago, he was served by
the Chief Inspegtor of Police with
two summon . .connection with
non-payment ..
for the time-being, he carefilly kept
this matter away from the large
body of Samoans who accorded him
such a hearty welcome. '

The Government newspaper
Samoa Times describes the event as
“The Home Coming of a Rebel,”
and endeavours to belittle the event
by saying there were only 1200 who
lined the beach front on the
morning of the 17¢h. Kodake were
usy all the time, as well as a
moving picture camera, which will
show when the films are developed
that the Mau assemblage numbered
several thousand.

Boon after one o’clock a grea
feast and entertainment was held
in honour of Tamasese’s return to
Vaimoso, his head-quarters, and
there were at least present between
ve and six thousand people. All
the tourists and fellow passengers of

were invited, in addition to a large
number of townspeople andg
sympathisers with the Mau cause,
This time those who possessed
cameras ~were given a good

However, |-
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and stirred p the natives so
as to hinder and prejudice the
Government of the country.
That power had been granted
last year.”
It is true that unfortunate
citizens may be treated as
“criminal offedders,” but it
must be remenibered that a
person cannot at law be an
offender till after he has been
proved to be one. Prior to
that he is merely an accused
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Clearly M. Palacios is under no
misapprehension as to either the
present facts or future possibilities
of the case. He sees the growth
of Nationalistic ideas, and realises
that “ the troubles had been due fo
2 \story of a small complex causes.” (P. 52).

ol - jut of the West| On page 53 he is reported as
1 '-“;he map. The | follows:—" He felt bound to observe

4 that for the majority of the Com-
mission the Samoan question was a
police question; he considered it in
quite another light.” These words
will no doubt appeal to the minds
of most earnest Europeans in Sa-
moa. They will certainly appeal to
the hearts of most New Zealanders
in their own country, that is if the
words are ever brought to their
notice,—which is extremely doubt-
ful.

M. Palacios continues:—'‘ In the
opinion of the Commission, there
were only three or four people
involved; with this he did not
agree. The Commission thought
that the Administration ought to
have acted with more vigour, while
his attitude was that if it were
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