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MISSIONARY LIFE IN THE 

SOUTHERN SEAS. 

CHAPTER I. 

TAHITI. 

Discovery of the Pacific Ocean by V 88CO N uiiez de Balboa-Magellan 
names the Western Ocean-Polynesia-The mountainous, the 
hilly, the coralline islands-Two distinct races of inhabitants 
-Tamatoa-Matetau-Natural disposition of the South Sea 
Islanders-Visit of Omai to England-Cowpers lines-Be­
Yival of religious feeling in the British Isles-Spanish and 
Portuguese mode of conversion-Captain Cook's aberration of 
judgment-Formation of the London Missionary Society­
Captain Wilson's strange career-The Duifsails for Tahiti. 

A KEMORABLE day was the 26th of September 1513 in 
the annals of maritime discovery. On that day the 
valiant Spaniard Vaseo N WIez de Balboa, from the 
summit of a mountain in the Isthmus of Darien, looked 
down in admiration and awe upon the seemingly boundless 
expanse of waters that lay stretched out at his feet. A 
man of broken fortunes and desperate character, reckless 
of human life and su1fering, athirst for gold, and utterly 

A 



2 Missionary Life in the Southern Seas. 

unscrupulous as to means, Balboa was still susceptible 
of great and noble emotions, such as the first sight of a 
hitherto unknown ocean C8.D hardly fail to inspire in minds 
not utterly devoid of imagination and reverence. Over­
powered by the glorious spectacle that on all sides met 
his enraptured gaze-lofty mountains clad with magnificent 
forests, broad valleys intersected by silvery streams, a calm, 
unrufIled sea, as yet unploughed by European keels, as yet 
unwhitened by European sails-the daring adventurer 
dropped on his knees, and offered up his humble tribute 
of thanks to t.he Creator. Then springing to his feet, and 
all aglow with ambition and loyalty, he hurried down to 
the shore, and, striding through the waves up to his waist, 
with buckler and sword held aloft, took possession of the 
nameless ocean, and all that it contained, in the name 
of His Most Catholic Majesty, Ferdinand of Spain. 

In those days, however little regard might be paid to 
Christian ethics, religious forms and observances were 
venerated even by men of blood and crime. Having 
discharged what he deemed his duty to his sovereign, 
Balboa next bethought him of what was due to his 
Saviour. He accordingly cut out the shape of the Cross 
on the bark of a tree growing within the influence of the 
tide, while his comrades carved the emblem of their faith 
upon many a trunk in the forest that fringed the shore. 

Seven years, however, glided past before any European 
craft spread. its canvas to the breeze westward of the 
mighty continents of Ameriea, and the honour of that 
achievement fell at last, not to a Spanish, but to a Por­
tuguese mariner. Sailing in search of the Molucca Islands, 
Magellan discovered and passed through the straits that 
have handed his name down to the present day, and the 
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good ship Vittorio, showed the way to the isle-begemmed 
ocean, upon which, deceived by the smoothness of its 
surface, he conferred the title of Pacific. Pursuing his 
adventurous course, Magellan came at last to the Wrone 
and then to the Philippine Islands, where he lost his life 
in a dispute with the natives; but the Vittoria returned in 
safety to Portugal, the first vessel that had ever circum­
navigated the globe. 

Throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth 
centuries the spirit of maritime exploration continued 
unabated in vigour, and a rapid succession of discoveries 
kiBdled and kept alive a passion for distant voyages and 
expeditions. Within a comparatively short space of time 
so many clusters of considerable islands were found to dot 
the surface of the southern seas, and break the dreary 
monotony of their waste of waters, that the name of 
Polynesia, or many-islanded, was appropriately, applied 
to the vast stretch of ocean comprised within fifty degrees 
on each side of the prime meridian, and between the 
fiftieth parallel of south and the thirtieth of north latitude. 
Strictly speaking, the name was originally confined to the 
Moluccas, the Philippines, and other islands, which now 
scarcely come within its modem acceptation, limited by 
President de Brosses to the various groups lying to the 
eastward of 1300 from Greenwich. 

The principal clusters north of the Line are the Pellew 
Islands, the Caroline, the Ladrone, the Ralick and Radack 
Chains, and the Sandwich Islands. Those to the south 
are more numerous, and comprise the Solomon Islands, 
Queen Charlotte's Archipelago, the New Hebrides, the 
Fiji, the Friendly, the Navigators' Isles, the Society, tpe 
Georgian, the Austral, the Marquesas, and the Low. Coral, 
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or Dangerous Islands, with the addition of a few separate 
islets, of which the most famous is Pitcairn's. All these 
different groups have apparently been upheaved by vol· 
canic agency, and form links in a chain extending from 
the Bay of Bengal in a curvilinear direction to the south· 
east by east. 

The Polynesian Islands have been conveniently divided 
into three classes, the mountainous, the hilly,. and the 
coralline. The first class is naturally the most pictu­
resque, some of the loftiest peaks towering to an altitude 
of 15,000 feet above the circumjacent sea. The scenery 
of these islands is exceedingly diversified, and oftentimes 
impressed with grandeur. Abrupt, needle-like spires arise 
out of the midst of a tropical vegetation, or a pyramidal 
mass supports "the 'labouring clouds" on its "barren 
breast," or a crenated rampart of rocks closes a fertile 
valley, and seems to shut out the world beyond. In some 
the streams descend from the highlands in rushing 
cascades, while their banks and the lovely vales at the 
base of the mountains are clothed with stately trees, such 
as the banana, the cocoa-nut palm, the bread-fruit tree, 
the casuarina, the candle-nut tree, the tamanu, the 
Baringronia speciosa, the 8Oa, and many others, not less 
useful than majestic. Traces of volcanic eruptions are 
distinctly visible in the interior, while fragments of coral 
and layers of shells are found at the highest elevations, 
showing that at some l'emote period the entire mass has 
been thrown up from the bed of the ocean. 

The islands of the second class, though by no means 
deficient in the beauty of their outlines or in the variety 
of their natural productions, can boast only of homely 
charms, and lay no claims to ruggedness or sublimity of 
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aspect. Their height above the sea-level varies from one 
hundred to five hundred feet, and the wall or cliff, at 
whose feet the waves idly fret themselves into foam, 
usually consists of a hard, white, coral limestone, not 
unlike the aragonite of the Giant's Causeway. 

The low coralline islands of the third class, again, are 
much dreaded by navigators, for they seldom rise more 
than a few feet above the sea, and are. in fact reefs that 
have gradually, in a long course of years, become covered 
with a scanty soil and a stunted vegetation. 

In Tongatabu and the :Friendly Islands, however, the 
soil is sufficiently deep to produce trees, shrubs, and 
v'\,cretables not inferior to those which flourish in the 
hilly islands. In some groups the islands are surrounded 
in whole, or for the greater part, by a belt or reef of coral 
that rises to the surface of the water. This natural 
breakwater, upon which the long billows of the Pacific 
break with prodigious force and uproar, provides within 
its friendly shelter a safe harbour for vessels of large 
burden. Sometimes, indeed, it approaches within thirty 
feet of the shore, but more frequently there is an inter­
vening expanse of smooth water two or three miles 
in breadth. The real difficulty lies in passing through 
the gaps in this wall of coral, which are generally 
opposite the mouth of a stream of fresh water; but these 
passages are now well known, and ships of all nations 
safely make their way into "the haven under the hill." 
Between the reef and the shore a fairy-like garden is laid 
out far down beneath the surface. Corals, of every form, 
variety, and hue, mingled with madrepores, and animated 
by the quick movements of the zebra, and other kinds of 
fish, furnish a submarine picture upon which sea-tossed 
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voyagers gaze with wonder and delight. Indeed, the early 
descriptions of the Polynesian Islands were of such a 
rapturous and glowing character that they might have 
been not nnreasonably, thongh unjustly, ascribed rather to 
warmth of imagination than to accllI"lJcy of delineation. 

Sober-minded writers, however, of modem times are 
scarcely less enthusiastic in their commendations of the 
exquisite scenery and rich tropical luxuriance of these 
lovely gems of the ocean. "A new Cythera," exclaims 
Malta Brun, "emerges from the bosom of the enchanted 
wave. An amphitheatre of verdure rises to our view; 
tufted groves mingle their foliage with the brilliant 
enamel of the meadows; an eternal spring, combining 
with aD. eternal autumn, displays the opening blossom 
along with the ripened fruits." 

The inhabitants of the South Sea Islands appear to 
belong to two distinct races. Westward. of 1800 the 
aboriginal islanders are almost exclusively of the Papua 
or New Guinea type of negro. They are men of large 
frame, with crisped hair and a black skin, and seem to be 
intellectually inferior to the islanders of Eastern Polynesia. 

The latter are manifestly of Malay origin, and still 
resemble their remote ancestors. Though less herculean 
than the negro race, they are remarkably well-built, both 
for strength and· activity, have fine glossy hair, and are 
of a light copper colour. Many of their institutions, too, 
betray an Indian origin. Infanticide and the immolation 
of widows were commonly practised until the introduction 
of Christianity. "Tabu" bears a strong affinity to 
" caste." The degraded condition of women, the barbar­
ous treatment of the sick, and a number of other usages, 
have been held as corroborative proofs of their Malay 



Malay Origin. 7 

descent. The similarity of language is likewise in favour 
of this theory, nor can any sound objection be drawn from 
the distance of the Polynesian groups from the Malay 
Peninsula. Noone imagines that a premeditated scheme 
of emigration was either conceived or executed, or that 
Malay vessels proceeded in a direct course even from 
Sumatra or Borneo to the most distant clusters. There 
are many intervening stages that doubtless marked the 
progress to the eastward of adventurous or storm-caught 
vOYlloaers, who scudded before the gale, and found a home 
where at last they found a haven. Mr Williams, the 
martyr of Erromanga, was himself once driven 1500 miles 
before the wind; and on another occasion he conveyed 
to their home some natives who had drifted in a canoe 
to an island 1000 miles westward of their own. It is 
true that the most prevalent winds are those which blow 
from east to west; but there are intervals, varying from 
two or three days to a fortnight, during which they come 
from the opposite direction. The longest stage to be 
traversed between Sumatra and Tahiti need not exceed 
700 miles, and :Mr Williams once sailed 1600 miles in a 
few days nearly due east. 

Be this as it may, there can be no difference of opinion 
as to the grand physique of both the negro and the Asiatic 
races. The chiefs especially are described as sons of the 
Anakim. Tamatoa, the venerable chieftain of Raiatea, wa.C! 
a second Saul among the people, being little short of 
seven feet in height, and happily proportioned. Previous 
to his conversion to Christianity he suffered himself to be 
worshipped as a god, and would indulge to excess in the 
juice of the Teava root, and at a later period in ardent 
spirits, obtained from British and American ship-captains. 
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In llls intoxicated moods Tamatoa seems to have been a 
raging madman. If disturbed in his drunken slumbers, he 
would snatch up the first weapon that came to hand, and, 
rushing out of the house, would attack aU who came across 
his path, man, woman, or child-several innocent persons 
being thus deprived of life. On one occasion, no weapon 
being within reach, he struck a chance passerby such a 
violent blow with his fist, that he knocked his eye out, and 
seriously damaged his own hand. ThiS man of wrath, 
however, was brought to listen to the teachings of the 
missionaries, and, putting oft' the old man, became as a 
young child. For the last fifteen years of his life he 
abstained totally from all kinds of fermented liquor, and 
would regularly attend the adult class, taking his tum with 
the others. Nor was he less punctual in his attendance 
at "the catechetical exercises, the prayer-meetings, or the 
public celebration of divine service. Being asked which 
of all the crimes he had committed lay most heavily upon 
his conscience, he replied that it was the having permitted 
his fellow-men to bow down and worship him as though 
he were a god. His last woros were expressive of faith in 
his Redeemer. 

A yet nobler type of man, from a physical point of 
view, was the chief of Manono, named Matetau, men­
tioned by Mr Williams as one of the largest and most 
powerful men he ever saw, and whose muscular and bony 
frame brought forcibly to mind the champion of the 
Philistines, the staft' of whose spear was like a weaver's 
beam. Matetau also listened to the words of grace, and 
earnestly entreated that a teacher should be stationed on 
his island to instruct himself and his subjects in the truths 
of Christianity. 
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Apt for war and addic~d to violence, the Polynesian 
Islanders appear from the first to have been, with a few 
exceptions, well-disposed towards their European visitors. 
The collisions that so frequently led to bloodshed almost 
invariably originated in their thievish propensities, and not 
in any desire to take human life, or in any jealousy of 
foreigners. The earliest navigators bear willing testimony 
to their gentleness of manner, their docility, cheel-fulness, 
and hospitality; and even Captain Wallis, who became 
involved in serious hostilities with the natives, testifies to 
their general friendliness of demeanour and ready placa­
bility. It became the fashion, indeed, in England, to 
panegyrise the homely virtues and simplicity of character 
displayed by the South Sea Islanders, and to contrast their 
assumed contentment and tranquillity with the vices and 
crimes that disgrace civilised nations professing Chris­
tianity. 

These idyllic sentiments were wrought to the highest 
pitch of enthusiasm when a native from the Society 
Islands was actually introduced into English society 
under the auspices of the Earl of Sandwich, First 
Lord of the Admiralty. This man, whose name was 
Mai, though commonly pronounced Omai, had been an 
attendant on the King of Raiatea; but after a defeat 
sustained by his countrymen at the hands of the fierce 
inhabitants of the neighbouring island of Borabora, had 
fled to Huahine. There he prevailed upon Captain 
Furneux, who accompanied Captain Cook in his second 
voyage of discovery, to give him a passage to England, 
where he at once became the lion of the season. Unfor­
tunately for himself, Omai was taken charge of by those 
whose only thought was how to amWle and astonish him. 
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Scarce any trouble was taken to develop and train his 
untutored mind. He' was hurried from one sight to 
another, till he grew utterly confused and bewildered, and 
retained no clear impressions of anything he beheld or 
heard. He made some progress, indeed, in writing, and 
learned to express himself with tolerable facility in 
English; but he acquired not the slightest knowledge that 
could be of use to him on his return to his native land. 
He left Huahine in the autumn of 1773, remained two 
years in England, and in the summer of ·1776 embarked 
with Captain Cook on board the Resolution. 

It was not, however, until the autumn of 1777 that 
Omai once more set foot on the shore of Huahine, loaded 
with presents of the most incongruous character. His 
seeds and plants, his horses and goats, might have been 
serviceable to him as a settler; but it is not easy to conceive 
how his own happiness or the civilisation of his fellow­
countrymen was to be promoted by his helmets and coat­
of-mail, his fireworks, or his barrel-organ. Implements of 
husbandry, and other articles of practical utility, seem to 
have been entirely overlooked; nor does it appear that he 
possessed so much as an elementary acquaintance with 
either Christian doctrines or Christian morality. 

His after-life proved rather a curse than a blessing to 
those around him. Resigning himself to indolence and 
wanton indulgence, he consented to earn the king's favour 
by pandering to his passions. The possession of firearms 
and ammunition rendered him a terror to his neighbours, 
by many of whom his name was execrated, and by none 
mentioned with respect. 

Not such the dream of the pious but melancholy Cowper, 
who, in poetic vision, beheld the patriotic islander weep-
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ing sad tears over the abject state of his native land, and 
longing for a ship to carry him back to England. The 
poet pities II e'en the favoured isles so lately found," which 
II inert through plenty, lose in morals what they gain ill 
manners-victims of luxurious ease." 

, But far beyond the rest, and with most cause, 
Thee, gentle Bavage I whom no love of thee 
Or thine, but curiosity, perhaps, 
Or else vainglory, prompted us to draw 
Forth from thy native bowers, to show thee here 
With what superior skill we can abuse 
The gifts of Providence, and squander life. 
The dream is past; and thou hast found again 
Thy cocoaa and bananas, palms and yams, 
And homestall thatched with leaves. But hast thou found 
Their former charms 1 And, having seen our state, 
Our palaces, our ladies, and our pomp 
Of equipage, our gardena, and our sports, 
And heard our music, are thy simple friends, 
Thy simple fare, and all thy plain delights, 
As dear to thee as once 1 And have thy joys 
Lost nothing by comparison with ours 1 
Rude as thou art (for we returned thee rude 
And ignorant, except of outward show), 
I cannot think thee yet 80 dull of heart 
And spiritless, as never to regret 
Sweets tasted here, and left as BOOn as known. 
Methinks I see thee straying on the beach, 
And asking of the surge that bathes thy foot, 
If ever it has washed our distant shore. 
I see thee weep, and thine are honesttears, 
A patriot's for his country: thou art sad 
At thought of her forlorn and abject state, 
From which no power of thine can raise her up. 
Thus fancy paints thee, and, though apt to err, 
Perhaps em little when she paints thee thus. 

We found no bait 
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To tempt us in th,. countty. Doing good, 
Disinterested gpod, is not our trade.. 
We travel far, 'tis true, but not for nought; 
And must be bribed to compass earth again 
By other hopes and richer fruits than yours." 

Cowper lived, however, to see that he had not appre­
ciated at its just value the truly charitable and Christian 
spirit by which thous8,Jlds upon thousands of Englishmen 
are secretly actuated. Very many are the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal, very ma.ny the mouths which 
have not kisseq him. "The Task" was published in 
1784, and only twelve years later the Duff sailed from 
these shores with a cargo of missionaries, whose only 
trade was "doing good, disinterested good,» at the peril 
of their lives. The excitement caused by the glowing 
descriptions of Wallis, Carteret, and Cook, and fanned by 
the visit of the" gentle savage," happily coincided with a 
revival of religious feeling throughout the British Isles. 

It IUlw dawned upon many as a new revelation that there 
was higher and nobler work to be done than to discover and 
take possession of hitherto unknown lands. Doubts might 
.possibly have been entertained in some quarters as to the 
right, assumed by European navigators, of claiming as the 
property of their respective sovereigns whatever shores 
they were the first of civilised nations to discover. Had 
the islands been uninhabited, small objection could have 
been raised to their appropriation; but thp,se enterprising 
mariners regarded the coloured races as simply part 
of the local fauna, and without the slightest scruple 
annexed the savage inhabitants, with a.11 that pertained 
to them. The practice was of long date, but it must be 
admitted that both the Spaniards and Portuguese dis-

.. 
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played, according to their imperfect or evil lights, greater 
concern for the spiritual welfare of 'the aborigines than 
seems to have entered the minds of the British explorers. 

Thus, within a few years after the conquest of Mexico, 
the Spaniards administered the sacrament of baptism to 
upwards of four millions of the natives, though in most 
cases the rite must have been accepted in complete 
ignorance of' its true significance. In like manner, the 
Portuguese admiral. Magellan, in th~ course of eight days, 
persuaded the inhabitants of Zebul, one of the Philippine 
group, to enter the Christian fold through the gateway of 
baptism, the king receiving the name of Carlos, while his 
eldest son took that of Fernando. The king's brother, 
being afHicted with sore illness, was promised immediate 
recovery as an inducement to embrace the new religion, 
and, as it happened, the pledge was fulfilled. One dis­
trict, however, refused to renounce its idol-worship, and 
was desolated with fire and sword, a cross being erected 
in the midst of the smouldering ruins of the principal 
village. The chief of another isle was presented with a 
banner on which were painted a cross and a croWD of 
thorns, with instructions to place it on a high Dlountain, 
backed by the assurance that it would avert tempest and 
the levin-bolt if devoutly adored. 

That British mariners had recourse to neither violence 
nor fraud in the sacred name of religion is certainly not 
to be regretted, however reprehensible may have been 
their tendency to view the superstitious practices of the 
heathen as matters which in no way concerned them. 
Captain Cook, indeed, was weak enough to take part in 
their odious ceremonies, and even suffered the Sandwich 
Islanders to prostrate themselves before him, as in the 
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presence of an incarnate deity. This grievous error may 
be held to have been expiated by the melancholy fate of 
that amiable and benevolent discoverer; but assuredly 
neither from his demeanour, nor from tha.t of other 
explorers, had the South Sea Islanders any reason to 
suspect that there was anything revolting or inhuman in 
their religious usages. 

The time, however, was now at hand for the awaken­
ing of the Gentiles, and for lifting up an ensign to the 
nations from afar. No one cause, perhaps, contributed 
so forcibly to rouse the British public from its apathy 
as the "Letters on Missions," written at Sierra Leone by 
the Rev. Melville Horne, and published in 1794. The 
good seed fell on a soil prepared to receive it, and 
rapidly germinated under the fostering care of Dr Haweis, 
chaplain to the pious, if eccentric, Selina, Countess of 
Huntingdon, and of other earnest and zealous Christians, 
both ::ay and clerical. Through the labours of these good 
men were laid the foundations of the London Missionary 
Society, which gave its first sign of vitality and usefulness 
by passing a resolution, "that a mission be undertaken to 
Otaheite, the Friendly Islands, the Marquesas, the Sand­
wich Islands, and the Pelew Islands, in a ship belonging 
to the Society, to be commanded by Captain Wilson, as 
far as may be practicable and expedient." 

Action followed promptly upon deliberation. The ship 
Duff was purchased for the considerable sum of £5000, 
handsomely equipped, and abundantly supplied with such 
articles as were likely to be serviceable in the cause of 
Christianity and civilisation. Donations poured in from 
all quarters, to the total value of several thousand pounds. 
The Honourable East India Company promised a return 
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cargo of tea, from Canton, with a view to diminish the 
expenses; and even the Customhouse relaxed the strin­
gent severity of its regulations. On the 10th August 1796, 
the DuJlleft her moorings at Blackwall, freighted with a 
message of love, purity, and goodwill. 

Twenty years previously such an event appeared so 
improbable that Captain Cook was quite justified in sup­
posing it to be very unlikely that a permanent estab­
lishment of any kind in the South Sea Islands "would 
ever be seriously thought of, as it can neither serve 
the purpose of public ambition nor private avarice; and 
without such inducements I may pronounce that it will 
never be undertaken." It was one of those cases which so 
frequently occur to reprove the rash wisdom of man, and 
expose its utter foolishness. 

Not the least remarkable incident in connection with 
the despatch of the Duff on its errand of grace and mercy 
was the selection of its captain. As a young man, Captain 
Wilson had served in America during the War of Inde­
pendence. Upon the conclusion of peace he proceeded to 
In~ where he rendered important services to the army 
under the command of Sir Eyre Coote. Captured by the 
French, he was confined in the fort of Cuddalore, whence 
he eft'ected his escape by dropping down a height of forty 
feet, and then swimming across the Coleroon, a river 
swarming with alligators. After encountering numerous 
perils not less terrible, he fell into the hands of a troop of 
Hyder Ali's horsemen, whose commander exclaimed, on 
hearing his ingenuous tale, II This is Allah's man I" He was 
not the less hardly dealt with, but was dragged and driven a 
distance of 500 miles, bleeding and exhausted, barefooted, 
without food or clothing. On reaching Seringapatam he 
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was thrown into a loathsome dungeon, loaded with chains, 
and so ravenous from hunger, that his jaws snapped invol­
untarily when the jailer appeared with his scanty allow­
ance for the day. This wretchedness he endured for 
nearly two years; and when his prison doors were 
opened, he crawled forth a pitiable spectacle, covered with 
sores, and more like a hideous scarecrow than a man. 
Gifted, however, with a strong constitution, he recovered 
his health and resumed his maritime pursuits, and at 
Bencoolen was the only European on board his ship who 
survived the fever that was raging at that unhealthy port. 

All this time he was an unbeliever. On his homeward 
voyage he chanced to be a passenger in the same ship 
with Mr Thomas, a well-known Baptist missionary; but so 
little did he seem to be affected by that worthy man's 
arguments and example, that Mr Thomas once declared 
that he should have more hope of converting the Lascars 
than of bringing Captain Wilson to a knowledge of the 
truth. On his arrival in England Captain Wilson resolved 
to enjoy the repose he had earned by so mnch suffering 
and hardship, and for several years surrounded himself 
with the comforts and luxuries within reach of a decent 
competence. 

One day, happening to take up a number of the Evan­
gelical Magazine, containing a rough outline of the pro­
jected mission to the South Seas, he was suddenly seized 
with a desire to co-operate in the noble enterprise. Sac­
rificing his ease, and renouncing his peaceful retirement, 
he volunteered to take command of the Duff without pay 
or reward, and safely guided that ship and her precious 
cargo to the distant shores of Tahiti. On Saturday the 
6th of March 1797, the anchor was let go, while from the 
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mast-head streamed out the missionary flag-three doves 
argent on a purple field, with green olive-branches in their 
beaks. 

This first detachment of Protestant missionaries com­
prised only four ordained ministers; but great care had 
been taken in the selection of the remaining twenty-six 
m.embers, who were, for the most part, individuals not only 
of exemplary character, but of more than average intelli­
gence and application. Not a few of them were skilled in 
the mechanical arts, and could have earned a livelihood as 
compositors, carpenters, and blacksmiths. Five of them 
were accompanied by their wives, while two little children 
completed the muster-roll. Ten male members of the 
party were intended for Tongatabu, and two for the 
Marquesas, while the remaining eighteen were reserved 
for the hopeful enterprise of converting and civilising the 
Tahitians. 



CHAPTER II. 

Discovery of Tahiti by Quiros-Visited by Wallis, De Bougainville, 
and Cook-The Georgian and Society Islands-Two Spanish 
ships-Arrival of the Duff-Friendly reception of the mission­
aries-The ex-King Pomare-Haamanemane, the high priest 
-Description of Tahiti-Mechanic arts-Linguistic studies­
Human saerifi.ees-Their disuse and abolition. 

SAILING over the South Seas in search of the antarctic 
continent that was so long the goal of maritime adventure, 
the renowned Spanish mariner, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, 
on the 10th February 1606, sighted an island, to which, 
from its fancied resemblance to a. bow, he gave the name 
of La Sagittaria. The natives are described as a primi­
tive race in a sta.te of complete nudity, and possessing 
no other weapons than rude clubs, and wooden spears 
hardened at the point by fire. On the shore the Spaniards 
alighted upon a cairn which they assumed to be an altar 
dedicated to the worship of the Evil One, whose kingdom 
they thought to overthrow by erecting on the heap of 
stones a stout post, with a rough log nailed transversely in 
the shape of a cross. For the next century and a half no 
European ship seems to have trave1'8ed those waters, and 
when Captain Wallis in 1767 came in sight of the wooded 
mountains and gushing cataracts of that lovely island, 
he was evidently under the impression that to him had . 
fallen the good fortune and honour of being its discoverer. 

On the 19th June the Dolphin anchored in Matavai 
Bay, upon which her loyal commander bestowed the name 
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of Porl Royal, while he called the island after His Majesty 
King George the Third. Unhappily, in chastising the 
secretive tendencies of the natives, Captain Wallis became 
involved in a serious conflict, in which the islanders, after 
displaying marvellous valour, sustained a deplorable loss of 
life. In the following year the celebrated De Bougainville 
passed eight delightful days in roaming through the interior 
of this island, charmed alike with the wonderful variety of 
the scenery, and with the seemingly gentle manners of the 
inhabitants. 

The French discoverer was followed by Captain Cook, 
perhaps the most famous of navigators, who, in 1769, set 
up an observatory on the shore of Matavai Bay for the 
purpose of observing the transit of Venus. Imitating 
the praiseworthy example of his predecessor, Cook re­
stored to the island its native appellation of Tahiti, 
though, through a pardonable error in pronunciation, he 
called it Otaheite. Upon the cluster, of which he found 
Tahiti to be the principal island, he conferred the 
designation of the Georgian Isles, which likewise comprise 
Aimeo, Taburemanu or Sir Charles Sanders' Island, 
Tetuaroa, Matea, and Meetia. 

Seventy miles to the westward he discovered a second 
group, which he named the Society Islands, in honour of 
the Royal Society. These include Hnahine, Raiatea, 
Taboa, Borabor&, Maurua, Tubai, Maupiha or Lord Howe's 
Island, and Fennaura or the Scilly Islands. Multitudi­
nous islets are commingled with the larger isles, which 
are also known 8S the Windward and Leeward Islands. 
It was from Huabine that, on a subsequent occasion, 
Cook's subordinate officer, Captain Fumeux, conveyed 
Omai to the banks of the Thames. 
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On his retum to Tahiti in 1777. Captain Cook visited a 
house that had been constructed by some Spaniards three 
years previously, and which, with its contents, had been 
scrupulously respected by the natives. Two Spanish ships 
from Lima, it seems, had landed two priests, an attendant, 
and a person named Mateema., and had taken away with 
them four natives as hostages. Within twelve months 

. afterwards they came back with only two of the islanders, 
the others having died at Lima, and after a brief delay 
resumed their voyage, carrying off their own people, but 
leaving some hogs, dogs, goats, and, oddly enough, a bull 
and a ram. The commodore in command, on the first 
arrival of these ships, had died while they lay in the bay, 
and was buried in front of the house, a cross being erected 
at the head of his grave. On the transverse beam were 
inscribed the words "Christus vincit," and on the per­
pendicular "Carolus III., Imperat., 1774." Anxious to· 
preserve for his own country whatever credit is due 
for priority, Captain Cook inscribed on the other side 
of the post-

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 
Annis 1767, 

1769, 1773,1774, et 1777. 

Between the last-mentioned year and the arrival of the 
Duff several European ships touched at Tahiti, exchanging 
nails, hatchets, knives, and scissors for hogs, fowls, yams, 
cocoa-nuts, and bananas. Not a single step, however, 
appears to have been taken to disperse the murky clouds 
of ignorance, or to dispel the horrors of a grovelling 
superstition. The only thought was to increase the stores 
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of scientific knowledge in Europe by mapping out the 
Southern Seas, or gazing at the stars of heaven. With the 
arrival of the ship Duff a new era commenced, and the 
Tahitians welcomed with joy and gladness the black-coated 
strangers, whose .. only trade" was .. doing good, dis­
interested good." 

On the moming after the ship sailed into the bay­
being the holy Sabbath-she was surrounded by canoes, 
and about forty of the natives were permitted to scramble 
on board. In their presence the missionaries perfonned 
divine service, preparatory to their. disembarkation. 
D~g prayers and the sennon, the islanders remained 
grave and tolerably silent, but were unable to conceal 
their delight and admiration when the missionaries joined 
in a hymn of praise, though even then their conduct was 
perf'ectly respectful and decorous. Shortly afterwards the 
bearers of good tidings stepped over the ship's. side, and 
were rowed to the shore. 

On landing, they were kindly welcomed by the natives, 
and conducted to the presence of King Otu, who had 
quite recently acceded to the actual exercise of the power 
resigned by his father at his birth. The latter is de­
scribed as a noble-looking savage, six feet four inches in 
height, with an open, ingenuous countenance, a grave, 
dignified demeanour, and using as a walking-stick a club 
of polished iron-wood, a sufficient load for an ordinary 
man to carry. Originally he was only the head-man of 
a district; but by his astuteness, diligeI&Ce, and statesman­
like craft, assisted by the firearms of the mutineers of 
the Bounty, had raised himself to the possession of the 
supreme authority. One night, while travelling across the 
mountains, he had been overtaken by darkness, and com-
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pelled to pitch his tent in an exposed situation. Here he 
caught cold, and in the morning was afflicted with a trouble­
some cough, which induced his attendants to speak of the 
preceding night as a po mare, or night of cough. The 
phrase took his fancy, and from that moment he adopted it 
as his own name. 

From the first Pomare was a faithful friend of the mis­
sionaries, though rather for the sake of the material benefits 
they were likely to confer than from any belief in their 
teaching. In the beginning, indeed, all ranks and classes 
united in promoting the comfort of their singular visitors. 
Not content with handing over to them a commodious 
house erected in anticipation of Captain Bligh's return, 
King Otu and his queen, in the presence of his father 
Pomare, his mother ldia, Haamanemane the high priest, 
and a large concourse of influential persons, ceded to them 
a considerable tract of land for building and garden 
purposes. The high priest especially exerted himself on 
their behalf, and declared himself the taio, or bosom friend, 
of Captain Wilson. Not that he had the slightest intention 
of renouncing idolatry, or of seeking religious instruction 
from the missionaries. He was by no means a disinterested 
wellwisher. The missionaries, he once observed in a set 
speech, were very liberal with words and prayers, but kept 
to themselves their knives, axes, scissors, and cloth. There 
was, however, nothing to complain of at the outset. The 
people were friendly, the chiefs well disposed, and both 
the king and his father sufficiently gracious. Accordingly, 
when Captain Wilson returned from a short trip to the 
Friendly and Marquesas Islands, he found only one of 
the party weak-hearted or home-sick. But when on the 
4th August 1797, he set his course for Canton, the de-
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voted little band must have felt much as a tt forlorn-hope iJ 

~ho have volunteered to scale the walls of an unbreached 
f'ortress. 

In their new homes, however, they found much to 
interest them, much to call forth sincere thankfulness. 
The largest island in the Georgian group, Tahiti, consists, 
as it were, of two islands connected by a broad isthmus. 
One of these parts is of a circular form, and above twenty 
D1iles in diameter; the other, more oval, extends sixteen 
:miles in length by eight in breadth. " The mountains of 
Tahiti," Mr Ellis remarks, Ie are less grand and stupeu­
dous than those of the northern group, but there is a. 
greater richness of verdure and variety of landscape." 
With the exception of a border of low alluvial land along 
the shore, the island may be described as a fragment of a 
mountainous range. The highest point is in the centre, 
and rises to an altitude of nearly 7000 feet above the sea. 
II In the exterior or border landscapes of Tahiti and the 
other islands there is a variety of objects, a happy com­
bination of land and water, of precipices and plains, of 
trees often hanging their branches, clothed with thick 
foliage, over the sea, and distant mountains shown in 
sublime outline and richest hues. • • . The inland 
scenery is of a different character, but not less impressive. 
The landscapes are occasionally extensive, but more 
frequently circumscribed. There is, however, a startling 
boldness in the towering piles of basalt, often heaped ill 
romantic confusion near the source or margin of some 
crystal stream that flows in silence at their base, or dashes 
over the rocky fragments that arrest its progress; and 
there is the wildness of romance about the deep and lonely 
glens, around which the mountains rise like the steep sides 
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of a natural amphitheatre, till the clouds seem. supported 
by them." 

At the time in question the population of Tahiti was 
probably between eight and ten thousand, and of the 
Georgian and Society Islands, taken together, not less than 
fifty thousand. .A. wide and interesting field of labour 
thus lay open before the missionaries, in need of much 
tillage and weeding, though the harvest was nearer at hand 
than the most sanguine could have anticipated. 

The first object was to gain the ear of the natives, and 
this was effected through the knowledge of the mechaIrlc 

. arts possessed by several members of the little band. 
Hitherto the islanders had never succeeded in splitting a 
tree into more than two parts, and their admiration was 
unbounded when they observed with what ease and 
dexterity three or four planks might be cut out of a single . 
trunk by means of a saw. The fabrication of. cheste, 
tables, chairs, and other artic]es of furniture, filled them 
with delighted surprise, and a box of carpenter's tools was 
in their eyes as the lamp of Aladdin. But· no words can 
depict their astonishment when a blacksmith's forge was 
erected, and a bar of iron was converted beneath their 
own eyes into a multitude of useful objects, such as 
hatchets, heads of fish-spears, fish-hooks, &C. It is 
related that Pom.are, after staring for some little time at 
the wonderful transformations accomplished with such 
apparent facility, threw his arms round the smith, all 
begrimed with dirt, and rubbed noses with him-the 
Polynesian equivalent for a hearly shake of the hand. 

Others of the party wandered over the island, planting 
the seeds of fruit-trees and vegetables brought from Europe 
and South America, and. studiously acquiring an oral fami-
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liarity with the native tongue. No progress, indeed not. 
even a commencement, could be made in imparting divine 
truths until they should be able to express themselves 
fluently and correctly in the language of the islanders. 
For some time after their arrival they were constrained to 
avail themselves of the services of two Swedes, who had 
picked up a few words by ear, and contrived to make 
themselves partially intelligible. These men were un­
educated sailors, gross, sensual, and unprincipled, who 
were afterwards a thorn in the side of the missionaries, 
and the fomenters of much trouble and annoyance. One 
of them, a Finlander named Peter Haggerstein, had been 
one of the crew of the Matilda, wrecked on that coast; 
while the other, Andrew Cornelius Lind, a native of. 
Stockholm, was a deserter from the Dcsdal'U8: but the 
great mischief-maker was Peter. 

The work which faced the missionaries on the very 
threshold of their new sphere of action was nothing less 
than the construction of a language. It is needless to pre­
mise that the South Sea Islanders knew nothing of gram­
matical rules, and were literally unlettered. With infi­
nite trouble a number of separate words, mostly names of 
things, were first of all collected, and represented in writ­
ing by distinct equivalenti As the natives pronounce the 
vowels after the broad and open. fashion of the Italians, it 
was found necessary to give to each a precise and definite 
sound. Thus a stands for the sound of a in "father," e for 
that of a in " may," i for that of 6 in "me," and 'II for that 

I of OQ in CI soon." Each syllable has its peculiar and separate 
force, and is never slurred into one preceding or following. 
For examplE', Tahiti is pronounced as Tab-hee-tee, Pomare 
as Po-mah-ray. Huahine as Hoo-ah-hee-nay, Raiatea as 
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Rai-ah-tay-ah, Aitutake as Ai-too-tah-kay, ldia as E-dee-al1, 
Teriitaria as Tay-ree-tah-ree-ah, and so forth. 

After some thousands of words had been collected, a 
missionary sadly recorded his belief that thousands yet 
remained undiscovered, and ten years later one of them who 
had paid the greatest attention to the subject confessed 
that he had only just ascertained the precise meaning of a 
certain word in frequent use. Nor was it enough to have 
mastered the names of things, or even their attributes: the 
mystery of collocation had yet to be solved. The Tahitians, 
it is said, were fortunately great talkers, and never grew 
weary of answering as well as asking questions. They 
even took pains to assist the strangers in acquiring a 

-correct knowledge of their language, and though much 
given to ridiculing mistakes made by one another, sel­
dom so much as smiled at the blunders of the mission­
aries. 

No long time elapsed, however, before it became pain­
fully apparent that beneath the plausible demeanour of 
the Tahitians there lurked the most savage ferocity. the 
most revolting profligacy. Pomare had readily acknow­
ledged the wickedness of human sacrifices, and had 
promised to use his utmost influence to bring about the 
abolition of the hateful practice. And yet, only a few 
days after the final departure of the Duff, the high priest, 
Haamanemane, informed the missionaries that he had 
been summoned by Pomare to offer up the sacrifice of a 
human being at a forthcoming convocation of the chiefs. 
He dared not, he said, refuse obedience, but it was pro­
bable that Pomare would desist from his purpose if some 
of the Europeans were present on the occasion. Two of 
them accordingly accompanied Haamanemane, and their 
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presence appears to have prevented the fulfilment of the 
odious rite. 

Only a few months later, however, Pomare dreamed that 
his god stood before him and demanded a human life. 
Impressed by this imaginary vision, Pomare put to death 
the first person he met after leaving his house that he 
judged suitable for such a purpose. Human sacrifices were 
invariably offered preparatory to the declaration of war. 
Like Moloch-

" Horrid king, besmeared with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tear!!"-

Oro, the war-god of the South Sea Islanders, could only 
be conciliated by human blood. If a treaty were violated, 
the offenders sought to appease the anger of the gods by 
the death of a victim. Another life was taken when war 
was decided upon; and if the threatened hostilities were 
likely to be of a serious character, as many bodies as 
possible, reddened with their own blood, were laid out at 
the foot of the hideous idol An eye was generally taken 
out, placed upon a leaf, and presented to the king, who 
made as though he would eat it. The idea seems to have 
been that the gods devoured the spirits of the slain, and 
also entered the birds that preyed upon the dead bodies 
exposed on the altar. Some portion of each human 
sacrifice was eaten by the priests. When victims were 
wanted, the king sent round messengers to different chiefs 
to inquire if they had at hand a "broken calabash," or a 
"rotten cocoa-nut." If an individual happened to be 
present in any way obnoxious to the chief, the latter 
would indicate him by a movement of the head or hand. 
Then, watching their opportunity, the messengers would 
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get behind their victim, and holding a small, round stone 
in the hollow of their hand, would strike him a violent 
blow on the back of the head. The poor wretch, falling 
helpless to the ground, was speedily despatched, his body 
wrapped in broad leaves, and carried off with song and 
shout to the 8hrine of the god. 

.At other times the fatal. attack would be made openly, 
and in a peculiarly horrible manner. The king's messen­
gers, armed with spears, would gather round the house of 
their victim, and prod him through the interstices between 
the poles, until, exhausted and bleeding, he would throw 
his cloth around him and sink down on the floor, until 
some one entered and put an end to his agony. A. victim's 
whole family was marked for slaughter, with the exception 
of the women, whose very touch was held to render a dead 
body unfit for presentation as a sacrifice. Mr Williams 
had at one time a servant, the last of his family, every 
other male member having been sacrificed, and he, too, 
had been eight times hunted on the mountains with dogs. 

In the account of his third voyage, Captain Cook describes 
at some length the ceremonies connected with the offering 
of the dead victim in the marne, and particularly mentions 
that some hair was pulled off the head, and the left eye 
taken out, both of which were wrapped in a green l~ 
and presented ·to the king, who did not touch them, but 
handed a tuft of red feathers to the priest. On this occasion 
the body was buried beneath sOme earth and stones, after 
which a lean, half-starved dog was killed by twisting its 
neck. Ie The hair was then singed off, and the entrails 
being taken out, were thrown into the fire, where they were 
left to be consumed. But the kidney, heart, and liver 
were o~y roasted by being put on hot stones; and the 

t 
I 
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carcass of the dog, after being rubbed over with the blood, 
was, with the liver, &0., laid down before the priests, who 
were seated round the grave praying. They for some 
time uttered ejaculations over the dog, while two men 
at intervals beat very loud on two drums, and a boy 
screamed, in a loud shrill voice, three times. This, they 
said, was to invite the Eatooa [Atua] to feast on the 
banquet that they bad provided for him. When the 
priests had finished their prayers, the body, heart, liver, 
&c., of the dog were placed on a wh4tta., or scaffold, about 
six :feet in height, on which lay the remains of two other 
dogs, and of two pigs which had been lately sacrificed. 
The priests and attendants now gave a kind of shout, 
.which put an end to the ceremonies for the present." 

The object of these ghastly rites was to secure, on behalf 
of the Tahitians, the aid of the god of war in a projected. 
invasion of the neighbouring island of Aimeo. It might 
have been thought that if Captain Oook did not feel himself 
justified in preventing the immolation of his fellow-men­
though it is not easy to understand how such a naturally 
humane man could have abstained from intervention-he 
would at least have refused to sanction, by his presence, 
such a detestable ceremony. But not satisfied with the 
revolting spectacle they had already witnessed, he and his 
companions, on learning that "the religious rites were to 
be renewed the next morning," resolved that "they would 
not quit the place while anything remained to be seen." 
Their curiosity was, in the first instance, gratified by 
witnessing the slaughter of two hogs, one of which was 
placed on the scaffold above-mentioned, while the other 
was cut open, and its quivering entrails carefully inspected 
by a priest. Much .foolish mummery was also enacted, 
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and four double canoes were fitted up in honour of the 
god, to accompany the fleet that was about to sail against 
their kinsmen of Aimeo. 

"The unfortunate victim oft'ered on this occasion," the 
great navigator calmly remarks, "was, to appearance, a 
middle-aged man, and was one of the lowest class of the 
people. But it did not appear that they had fixed upon 
him on account of his having committed any partiCUlar 
crime that deserved death. It is certain, however, that 
they usually select such ~ty persons for their sacrifices, 
or else vagabonds who have no visible way of procuring an 
honest livelihood. Our gentlemen having examined the 
appearance of the body of the unhappy sufferer now 
offered up to the object of these peoples' worship, observed 
that it was bloody about the head and face, and mnch 
bruised upon the right temple, which denoted the manner 
in which he had been killed. And they were informed 
that he had been knocked on the head with a stone. The 
wretches who are destined to suffer on these occasions are 
never previously apprised of their fate. Whenever any 
one of the principal chiefs deems a human sacrifice 
necessary on any great emergency, he fixes upon the 
victim, and then despatches some of his trusty servants, 
who fall upon him suddenly, and either stone him to 
death, or beat out his brains with a club." 

The marae in which these sacrifices were offered was the 
burial-place of the royal family, and of the most powerful 
chieftains of the island. Except that it was somewhat 
larger, it did not materially differ from the generality of 
maraea. An oblong pile of stones, about thirteen feet 
in height, and narrowing from the base upwards, stood 
between four quadrangular areas, loosely paved with 
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pebbles, beneath which were interred the chiefs connected 
with each particular marne. The sacrifices were performed 
near two scaffolds, the larger of which sustained the offer­
ings of fruits, flowers, and roots, while the smaller was 
reserved for pigs, dogs, &c., human victims being deposited 
in the earth beneath. At one end of the larger scaffold a 
platform was erected against the side of a heap of stones, on 
which were placed the skulls of the" consecrated men," as 
they were called, the graves being opened to take them out 
a few months after interment. Among these mouldering 
relics of humanity were fixed pieces of wood fantastically, 
and not unfrequently obscenely, carved, and wrapped in 
fragments of cloth, sometimes stuck over with feathers. 
These were the tenements of the gods, but were not sup­
posed to be always occupied. In one mara6 alone Captain 
Cook counted forty-nine human skulls, not one of which 
showed any signs of decay, or even of long exposure to the 
weather. 

There is no means of judging of the number of murders 
annually committed in the name of religion in anyone 
island, but it must certainly have been very considerable. 
The burial, and very often the birth, of every man of 
importance was celebrated by the slaughter of at least one 
human being; and in the case of a king, or in expectation 
of hostilities, or to appease the wrath of their bloodthirsty 
deities, as evinced by hurricane or epidemic, not fewer 
than ten or a dozen human lives would be ruthlessly 
taken. Nor did these savage rites appear to impress the 
spectators with awe and reverence. Even' the priests 
chatted together in the intervals of prayer, as though too 
familiarised with the ceremony to look upon it as any­
thing more than a mere routine. And yet they professed 
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to believe in the actual invisible presence of the god to 
whom they offered these fearful sacrifices. 

It may have been that this contemptuous familiarity in 
some degree facilitated the labours of the missionaries in 
repressing the monstrous evil. The disuse of human sacri­
fices was one of the earliest triumphs they achieved, and 
its final and formal abolition was the natural consequence 
of the overthrow of idolatry. Had the anival of the 
Duff in Matavai Bay produced no other result than the 
extirpation of this atrocious rite, it would have conferred 
upon the rude inhabitants of the Georgian group far more 
essential benefits than they could ever hope to derive 
from presents of seeds and plants and four-footed animals, 
acceptable as these might be, the sol~ memorials of pre­
ceding visits, whether from Spanish, French, or English 
navigators. II These very people," Mr Williams exultingly 
exclaims, .. who a few years ago were addicted to all 
these horrid practices, now sit by thousands in places of 
Christian worship erected by themselves, clothed, and in 
their right mind, and listen with intense interest to the 
truths of the gospel. A spectacle more truly sublime it 
is scarcely possible for the human mind to contemplate." 
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AT the commencement of 1798 the missionaries had a 
public conference with the king, his father, and other 
inftuen.tial personages, at which they explained, through 
the medium of Peter the Swede, that their object in set­
tling at Tahiti was not only to teach the inhabitants to read 
and write, and instruct them in the craft of the carpenter 
and the blacksmith, but to give them the knowledge of 
divine truth, to wean. them from the worship of false gods, 
and to show them the way to eternal happiness. In 
return for the benefits they were eager to confer, they 
implored the Tahitians to desist from human sacrifices 
and the destruction of infants. To render acquiescence 
with the latter demand more easy, they undertook to build 
a house for the reception of the children that should be 
spared, and to rear and educate them with as much care 
and attention as they bestowed upon their own offspring. 

Withont accepting this benevolent offer, the chiefs at once 
promised that infanticide should cease, and admitted that it 
was a practice which could not be defended. No steps, how­

o 
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ever, were taken to insure the fulfilment of the promise, and 
their children continued to perish until Christianity was 
recognised as the only true religion. Again and again did the· 
missionaries entreat parents to confide to their tenderness 
the expected babe, offering even bribes in the shape of 
articles valued by the islanders. Very rarely was their 
intercession crowned with success. Once in a way their 
prayers might prevail, but in most instances the inhuman 
parents would meet them a few days afterwards, with as 
much indifference as if nothing had happened, and not a 
word had been said on the subject. 

Although the practice of infanticide probably originated 
at a distant period, and may have been brought by the 
earliest inhabitants of these isles from their Indian homes. 
it could not have long prevailed to such an extent as at 
the time of the arrival of the missionaries. It is impossible 
that the population could have been so great as it was, had 
the children been destroyed for generations on the wholesale 
scale that astonished and horrified those worthy men. As 
a rule, the first three children were certain to be put to 
death, and of twins no more than one was ever permitted 
to live. Although the GeOrgian Islanders were remarkably 
prolific, it seldom happened that any mother could point 
to more than two or three childret;t as her own. A woman 
in the occasional employment of Mr Ellis had destroyed 
five or six, a neighbour had saved one out of eight, and 
some had done a.way with as many as nine or ten. 

The crime was not less common in Raiatea than in Tahiti. 
Mr Williams was one day conversing on· the subject with 
a guest who was anxious to obtain accurate informa.tion as 
to the extent to which it had been carried. In the room 
were seated three women at work upon some EuropelUl 
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clothing-motherly, respectable-looking persons. .. I have 
DO doubt," said the missionary, " that each of these 
women has destroyed some of her children j " and turning 
to one of them, he abruptly asked, "Friend, how many 
children have you destroyed t " "She was. startled at 
my question," he continues, U and at first charged me 
with unkindness, in harrowing up her feelings by bringing 
the destruction of her babes to her remembrance; but 
upon hearing the object of my inquiry, she replied with a 
faltering voice, • I have destroyed ni~' The second, 
with eyes suffused with tears, said, • I have destroyed 
seven.' And the third informed me that she had destroyed 

.five. Thus three individuals, casually selected, had killed 
one-and-twenty children." At that time, however, all three 
were consistent members of the Christian fold. 

On another occasion Mr Williams was sent for in haste 
to afford the last consolations of religion to the wife of a. 
chief, the sands of whose hour-glass were wellnigh run out. 
When he entered the apartment, he found her in a state of 
despondency, altemating with paroxysms of terror. She 
was a convert of many years' standing, had learned to read 
when nearly sixty, and had been active in imparting to other 
adults the knowledge she herself had acquired 80 late in 
life. II 0 servant of God I " she cried, II come and tell me 
what I must do." Then she wailed, "Oh, my sins, my 
sins I I am about to die." Shocked with her miserable 
condition, the good man sought to soothe and comfort her j 
but she cried aloud in agony, II Oh, my children, my mur­
dered children I I am about to die, and I shall meet them 
all at the judgment-seat of Christ." And she confessed 
that she had destroyed Bia:teen. For a. long time the words 
of hope fell idly upon her ear. She could only reiterate, 
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"Oh, my children, my children I" But by degrees she 
listened more calmly to the gracious promises held out 
to all penitent sinners, and eight days afterwards died in 
the hope that "her sins, though many, would be forgiven 
her." 

If a man married a woman of superior rank, he 
could only hope to attain to the height of her social 
position by putting to death their first three or fonr 
children. We read of a father pleading for his second 
babe, and then for his third-but all in vain, the mother and 
her relatives were inexorable, and turned a deaf ear to his 
entreaties. It generally happened, however, that if a child 
were suffered to live for half an hour, it was no longer in 
any danger of foul play. Not unfrequently mothers with 
their own hands m~rdered their offspring, though there 
were persons who earned their livelihood as professional 
baby-killers. 

One of these wretched beings was for fifteen years after 
her conversion in the service of Mr Williams, and more 
than once described the various modes practised for the 
extinction of the scarcely kindled spark of life. Some­
times suffocation was produced by pressing a wet cloth 
upon the infant's mouth, or its little throat would be 
pinched until animation had ceased. .At other times the 
babe would be placed in a hole in the ground, with a board 
fixed over it to prevent th~ actusJ. contact of the earth, 
which was then filled in up to the surface, when death 
speedily ensued. 

A piteous tale is told how a man who had married 
above his own rank, and had to no purpose interceded 
for the lives of his children, was in time to extricate 
his third child' from its premature grave before it had 
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q nite ceased to breathe. The rescued one was confided 
to his- brother and sister, who secretly brought her up 
in the neighbouring island of Aimeo. Years afterwards 
the unnatural mother was reclaimed from idolatry, and 
her heart being softened, bitterly bewailed her voluntary 
bereavement. Her husband had died without revealing 
the secret of their daughter's escape j but one of the 
neighbours was acquainted with the fact, and, moved by 
her passionate grief, imparted the joyous intelligence that 
she was not wholly bereft. Taking advantage of the first 
opportunity, the gladdened mother sailed across to Aimeo, 
and directed her hurried steps to the house of her husband's 
kinsfolk. There, standing in the doorway, she seemed to 
~hold the image of herself as she was when a young girl 
Throwing her arms round the wondering maiden, and 
pressing her to her hearl, she lifted up her voice and 
cried aloud, Ce Rejoice with me, for this my daughter was 
dead, and is alive again." 

There were yet other modes of destroying infant life. 
The new-born babe was stabbed to the heart with a sharp 
strip of bamboo-cane, or was flung on the ground and 
trampled under foot, or the. first joints of its fingers and 
toes were .broken, and then the second. If this did not 
suffice to put the little sufferer out of pain, its ankles and 
wrists were dislocated j ~d finally, if consciousness still 
remained, the knee and elbow joints were shattered. So 
universal, too, was the practice of this unnatural crime, that 
;Mr Nott assured Mr Ellis that during the thirty years 
he had passed in the South Sea Islands he had not met 
with a single woman, who had had children prior to the 
introduction of Christianity, who had not been guilty of it. 
This statement is confirmed by the experiences of both Mr 
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Ellis and Mr Williams, than whom more intelligent and 
credible witnes'ses could not be desired. The carefully 
formed estimate of the earliest missionaries charged the 
inhabitants of the Georgian and Society Islands with the 
deliberate murder of two-thirds of their children, in most 
cases killed before they were bom. 

Several causes have been assigned for the prevalence of 
infanticide in these naturally fa.voured islands. Notwith­
standing the marvellous productiveness of the soil, the 
abundance of fruits and vegetables, and the inexhaustible 
supply of fish, the indolent islanders shrank from the 
grateful trouble of rearing and feeding their helpless but 
also unhelping offspring. Others pleaded the frequency of 
wars as an excuse for saving their children from the evq 
days that awaited them. Even mothers blushed not to 
avow that their chief motive was to preserve their own 
personal attractions as long as possible. Sometimes, as 
already instanced, difference of rank would be held sufficient 
justification for a practice sanctioned ,by universal custom. 
Indeed, when Captain Cook inquired if the chiefs did not 
punish such inhuman cruelty, he was told that "the chief had 
no.right to interfere in such cases, every one being at liberty 
to do what he pleased with his own child." 

The most potent cause of infanticide, however, was the 
abominable institution of the Areois. A childish my tho­
logical legend ascribes to Oro the deification of the founders 
of this, so to speak, chartered society of libertines, a moral 
pest of the worst description. This profiigate fraternity 
embraced men of all ranks and classes, and generally those 
of the greatest vivacity and intelligence, who sailed from 
island to island to exhibit their performances, Captai.n Cook 
reporting the departure from Huahine of a fleet of seventy 
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canoes :filled with Areois. Their primary law of existence 
was celibacy, but without chastity. They were, in fact, 
constantly involved in shameless intrigues, and their 
illegitimate offspring were almost invariably put to death. 
Roaming from place to place, they drew together crowds 
of idlers to witness their coarse buffooneries and vicious 
entertainments. For days and nights together they would 
make the neighbourhood resound with their loud revelry, 
accompanied with llute and drum. In some districts a 
large substantial house was set apart for their accommo­
dation, and if the supplies spontaneously offered by the 
neighbours proved insufficient, they would trespass where 
they pleased, and help themselves to whatever they fancied. 

Their persons being sacred, no one ventured to oppose 
or remonstrate with them, and thus the gratification of 
their vile passions was pursued with impunity. For their 
public performances they prepared themselves in a ludi­
crously grotesque manner. They blackened their bodies 
with charcoal, and stained their faces with a scarlet dye. 
When not absolutely nude, they wore a girdle of yellow 
leaves, or a vest of ripe plaintain leaves, and on their heads 
a wreath of the scarlet and yellow leaves of the Baring­
tonia. Much of their recitations, illustrated by appropriate 
gestures, were filthily obscene, and not to be condoned 
through the plea put forth by Dr Russell, that "they 
perpetrated the most offensive immoralities in the name 
of their deities, mixing the ceremonies of a gross worship, 
founded on the productive powers of nature, with the 
maxims of a more early faith which they were unable to 
comprehend." It is, however, gratifying to know that the 
intelli~en.ce and energy so long misapplied have since 
been directed into more useful channels, and that in these 
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latter days some of the ablest and most zealous native 
teachers and preachers are converted Areois. 

Infanticide is now a thing of the past, and is held in 
horror where a recent generation practised it openly, with 
perfect impunity, and without shame or remorse. Mr 
Williams describes an affecting spectacle he had the 
happiness to witness at Raiatea, one of the Georgian 
Islands not far from Tahiti A feast had been prepared 
for six hundred children, who walked through the settle­
ment in procession, dressed like Europeans, with little hats 
and bonnets made for them by their parents, who, but for 
the teaching of the missionaries, would have consigned, 
perhaps, every one of these little ones toO an untimely 
grave. The children had prepared small flags, which they 
bore aloft, inscribed with mottoes and scriptural phrases, 
such as, "The Christians of England sent us the gospel," 
"What a blessing the gospel is I" "Suffer little children 
to come unto me," &c. &c. 

The occasion that called forth this display of grate­
ful feeling was the annual examination of the attendants 
at the missionary schools. The old king, who had him­
self been worshipped as a god, occupied the chair placed 
in the centre of the spacious chapel Round him were 
ranged the children, while the seats beyond them were 
crowded by their delighted parents. As soon as all had 
taken their places, the children struck up the jubilee 
hymn in their own langu8.0C16. They were then examined 
class by class, and afterwards by selection of individuals. 
"In the midst of our proceedings," says Mr Wi1lia.ms, 
"a venerable chieftain, grey with age, arose, and with 
impassioned look and manner, exclaimed, , Let me speak; 
I must speak.' On obtaining permission, he thus pro-
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ceeded: c Oh that I had known that the gospel was 
ooming I oh that I had known that these blessings were 
in store for us, then I should have saved my children, and 
they would have been among this happy group, repeating 
these precious truths; but alas I I destroyed them all, I 
have not one left: Turning to the chairman, who was 
also a relative, he stretched out his arm and exclaimed, 
C You, my brother, saw me kill child after child, but you 
never seized this murderous hand, and said, "Stay, brother, 
God is about to bless us; the gospel of salvation is coming 
to our shores.'" Then he cursed the gods which they 
formerly worshipped, and added, I It was you that infused 
this savage disposition into us, and now I shall die child­
less, although I have been the father of nineteen children: 
After this he sat downJ and in a flood of tears gave vent to 
his agonised feelings." 

Towards the close of 1798 the London· Missionary 
Society, aided by the libeml contributions of genuine 
philanthropists, again despatched the Dujf with a second 
batch of missionaries to reinforce their brethren in the 
Southern Seas. This time the benevolent expedition was 
doomed to disappointment and failure. Within sight of 
the shores of South America the Duff was captured by a 
French privateer, Le Grand Buonaparte, and taken into 
Monte Video, but not before the missionaries and their 
wives had been subjected to much annoyance and insult 
by the ruffianly crew, who cared little for their officers. 
On their homeward voyage the missionaries were again 
captured, and after experiencing most harsh and con­
temptuous treatment, were carried to Lisbon. From the 
Tagus they ultimately reached England with the loss of 
one of their number, and probably impressed more with the 
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realistic than the romantic view of missionary enter­
prise. 

In the meantime, however, the missionaries in Tahiti 
had been exposed to imminent peril, and for a while were 
almost driven to despair of success. On the 6th March 
1798, the anniversaty of the arrival of the Duff, the 
Nautil'tUJ, from Macao, commanded by Captain Bishop, 
anchored outside the harbour. Eager to learn tidings of 
the world from which they had been so long shut out, 
three of the missionaries boarded the strange ship, and 
were informed by the captain that he had been driven out 
of his course by stress of weather, and was greatly in want 
of provisions and other necessaries. Unhappily, he had 

'nothing to offer in exchange but muskets and ammunition, 
articles valued by the natives above all others, but which 
the missionaries were particularly anxious that they should 
not possess. It was resolved, therefore, to supply the ship 
from their own stores and garden as far as possible. 

While the Naut{l'tUJ was lying off the shore, five Sandwich 
Islanders who happened to be on board made their escape 
from the ship, and were concealed by the king. After a 
vain attempt to recover them Captain Bishop sailed away, 
but only to be forced back again, a fortnight later, in greater 
extremity than before; and, on the very night of his return, 
two seamen went off with one of the ship's boats. That 
was easily recovered j but the captain, being already short 
of hands, was determined to get back his deserters also 
at any cost. In the hope of preventing a collision, with 
its consequent bloodshed, and by no means desirous to 
be troubled with any more lawless Europeans in their 
immediate 'neighbourhood, the missionaries deputed four 
of their number to wait upon the king, and urge him to 
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send back the seamen. They were readily admitted into 
the royal presence, but drew an ·evil augury from perceiving 
the five Sandwich Islanders among Otu's attendants. 
After waiting some time in the expectation of seeing 
Pomare, they decided upon visiting him at his own house. 
The natives greete<J them as usual as they proceeded on 
their way, and some thirty of them accompanied. the 
missionaries, chatting with them as well as they could in 
a friendly manner. But they had not gone above a mile, 
and were close to a river, when the islanders suddenly 
threw themselves upon them, stripped oft' their clothes, 
and, dragging them through the water, attempted to drown 
two of their number. After a severe struggle the 
missionaries shook off their assailants, but not before they 
had themselves received many hard blows, in addition to 
the indignity and danger they had incurred.. Some of the 
bystanders now took compassion upon their sad plight. 

\ though they had not ventured to interpose on their 
behalf, and gave them some fragments of cloth as a partial 
covering. 

When at last they reached the abode of Pomare, both 
that chief and his consort ldia evinced real sorrow and 
concern, and, after clothing them in native dresses, set 
refreshments before them. When they had somewhat 
recovered from the effects of their ill-usage, Pomare 
returned with them to the residence of his son, from whom 
nothing satisfactory could be elicited as to the cause of 
this outrage. That he was at least privy to it, even if he 
gave no positive orders to that effect, seems to admit of 
no doubt, and, from his own point of view, he had some 
reason to be angered against the missionaries. At that 
time he was nurturing schemes of conquest, the realisa-
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tion of which required only the muskets and ammunition 
which Captain Bishop would have willingly bartered for 
provisions had not the missionaries succeeded in dissuading 
him. The assistance of the two European deserters would 
also be of great service to him, and he accordingly resented 
what he deemed the officious and mischievous interference 
of the missionaries. Some of their clothing, however, was 
restored to them, and they returned to the settlement in a 
double canoe furnished by Pomare. 

This untoward adventure inspired the missionaries with 
natural alarm, and eleven of the party, including four 
married men, accepted Captain Bishop's oft'er of a passage 
to Port Jackson. The natives generally were much affiicted 
when the news spread abroad that their kindly and bene­
ficent visitors were about to depart from their inhospitable 
shores. Pomare, in particular, testified the keenest regret. 
He' implored them to remain, in secure reliance upon his 
protection. He entreated them one by one, calling them by 
their names, not to leave him. To his intense satisfaction 
a married couple-Mr and Mrs Eyre-and five of the 
unmarried missionaries resolved to continue at their post, 
and hazard all in the hope of turning the heathen from the 
error of their ways. \ 

And their path was set by very real dangers. More 
than once, when King Otu was borne on men's shoulders 
round the missionary settlement, during the morning or 
evening family worship, Peter the Swede drew his atten­
tion to 'their defenceless condition, and urged him to 
kill them and seize their property. This odious counsel 
was uniformly rejected, but there were many who would 
gladly have carried it into execution. Pomare was un­
mistakably well disposed to them as teachers of the 
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mechanic arts, though he paid no heed to their religious 
instructions. Before the Nautilus sailed away with the 
faint-hearted, he had put to death two of the principal 
actors in the outrage which led to their departure; and 
two days after the attack he had sent the high priest 
to present them with a fowl and a young plantain-tree, as 
an atonement and a peace-offering. But the devoted men 
and the brave-hearted lady who had elected to stand to 
their duty, whatever might befall them, placed such little 
confidence in human assistance or support, that they sent 
on board the Nautilus all their weapons and ammunition, 
with the exception of two muskets and a small quantity 
of gunpowder, which they presented to Pomare and Idia. 
Having put their hand to the plough, they would not look 
behind them, but were minded rather to press forward to 
the prize of their high calling. 

Peter the Swede was not the only European who exercised 
over the South Sea Islanders an influence opposed to the 
diffusion of Christianity. In every group one or more 
deserters from naval or merchant ships maintained a 
coarse, sensual, indolent existence by aiding this or that 
chief in his savage wars, and by administering to the evil 
passions of their employers. Even the few who fancied 
they were co-operating with the missionaries did much 
more harm than good, through their ignorance of even 
elementary truths. Mr Williams, for instance, came across 
two English sailors in one of the Navigators' Islands, who, 
thinking to do him a pleasure, "began to describe their 
exploits in turning people religion, as they termed it." 
In answer to his inquiries, they stated that they had made 
between two and three hundred converts. Being pressed to 
explain their mode of proceeding, one of them answered, 
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" Why, sir, I goes about and talks to the people, and tells 
'em that our God is good, and theirs is bad; and when they 
listens to me, I makes 'em religion, and baptizes 'em." 
On the missionary expressing some astonishment at their 
venturing to administer that holy rite, the poor fellow 
replied, "Why, sir, I takes water and dips my hands in it, 
and crosses them on their foreheads and on their breasts, 
and then I reads a bit of prayer to 'em in English." He 
acknowledged that they did not understand him, but 
added, "They says they knows it does 'em good." These 
two seamen were not, however, wholly disinterested in 
their efforts to 'e turn the people religion," for they pre­
tended to heal the sick by reading II a bit of prayer" over 
them, for which they took care to exact a fee proportioned 
to the credulity and apparent means of their patients. 

The six missionaries-Messrs Bicknell, Eyre, Harris, 
Jefferson, Lewis, and Nott-who had resolved, at the hazard 
of their lives, to prosecute the good work they had taken 
in hand, addressed a letter to the Missionary Society, on 
the departure of their brethren for New South Wales, 
which is the best possible illustration of their Christian 
zeal and singleness of purpose. "Experience has taught 
us," they say, "the more we are encumbered about worldly 
things, the less concern we have for the conversion of the 
heathen; and the more we are detached from secular 
employments, the more, we trust, our minds will be 
attached to the propagation of the gospel Otaheite affords 
food and raiment suitable to the climate, and sufficient to 
answer the great end of Providence in granting us these 
blessings; and having these things, we hope. the Lord will 
teach us to be content. We deem it needful to inform the 
directors that it appears to us, at present, a reinforcement of 
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this isIa,nd with a body of missionaries, consisting of men, 
women, and children, and furnished after the manner of 
ourselves when we quitted our native country in the ship 
Duff, would nothing forward the work of God on Otaheite 
or the adjacent islands; but if four or six Christian men, 
void of worldly encumbrances, will be willing to hazard 
their lives for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
conversion of the heathen, and, led by the Eternal Spirit, 
forsake all and follow us, we shall glory if spared to give 
them the right hand of fellowship." 

The position of the six missionaries remaining in the 
Matavai district was extremely critical. The people of 
Pare having taken up arms against Pomare to avenge the 
fate of the two men he put to death for their ruffianly 
assault upon the four missionaries, that chief applied to 
Mr Nott to know how far he might rely upon the aid of 
himself and his companions, and was answered explicitly 
that they knew nothing of war, and would have nothing to 
do with it. .As it happened, he was successful without 
their aid, and slew fourteen of his enemies, besides burning 
forty or fifty of their houses. The ill-will previously borne 
by the people of Pare towards their European instructors 
was naturally increased by these disasters, while Pomare 
himself somewhat cooled in his friendship for men who 
seemed likely to entangle him in hostilities, from which 
they would do nothing to extricate him. 

About five months after the departure of the Nautilus, 
two London whalers anchored for three days in ·Matavai 
Bay, when one of the captains presented a lBi'ge quantity 
of gunpowder to Oripaia, a rival of Pomare. ,;Fancying 
from the coarseness of the grain that it was not genuine, 
Oripaia desired one of his attendants to ~oad a pistol and 
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try it. The stupid fellow did as he was bid, but fired 
across the heap of gunpowder, into which a spark fell, and 
an explosion ensued. The chief and five olhis people were 
dreadfully scorched, and the remedies applied by one of 
the missionaries failed to allay their torment. Recourse 
was then had to native skill, beneath which Oripaia 
and another of the sufferers died in agony. The 
missionary's failure was attributed to the anger of his 
God, who now sought to avenge the insult offered to his 
worshippers, and even Otu became greatly exasperated. 
and soon found an excuse for carrying fire and sword into 
the Matavai district, which more particularly belonged to 
his father. 

The missionary settlement was, however, spared on this 
occasion, though surrounded by fierce warriors brandiSh­
ing spears and clubs. The kings principal ally on this 
expedition was the high priest Haamanemane, who was 
likewise a chief of considerable influence, and a man 
of a crafty, intriguing disposition. Unable to make head 
against him in the field, Pomare sent a message to his 
consort Idia to have him assassinated. Won by the 
solicitations of his mother, the young king consented to the 
death of his faithful friend, who was accordingly murdered 
by one of !dia's people, while on his way from Matavai to 
Pare. This tragica1 event occurred in December 1798, 
and was followed by a period of comparative tranquillity, 
during which the missionaries devoted themselves to the 
acquisition of the language, and to conversations with the 
natives upon religious topics, though apparently without 
making the slightest impression upon either their under­
standing or their heart. 

The following year was marked by the death of Mr 
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Lewis, under peculiarly distressing circumstances. Not 
quite four months after the departure of the Nautu'UIJ, he 
had acquainted the brethren with his intention of taking 
to wife a native woman, who was still an idolatress. After 
vainly endeavouring to dissuade him from.such a deplor-

p able connection, the missionaries declined to hold any 
further intercourse with their backsliding brother. He 
was, nevertheless, a regular attendant at public worship, 
and appears to have otherwise conducted himself with 
propriety and decorum. Towards the latter end of 
November, however, they were startled by the intelligence 
of his death. Hastening to his house, they found his dead 
body laid upon the bed, the face and forehead exhibiting 
wounds inflicted by a stone or sharp instrument. The 
natives declared that he had beaten his face against the 
pavement in front of his house, as if under an access of 
delirium; but it afterwards came to the knowledge of the 
missionaries that he had been murdered, and that his 
mistress must have been privy, if not actually consenting, 
to his death. 

D 



CHAPTER IV. 

Erection of the first Christian chapel in the South Seas--Pomare's 
offering-Reinforcement of missionaries-First preaching tour 
-The Atehuru rebellion-The mission-house turned into a 
fortalice-Suspension of hostilities-Perversity of the natives 
-Death of Pomare I.-King's letter to the London Missionary 
Society-Letters from home-Renewal of hostilities-Defeat 
of Pomare II--Break-np of the South Sea Mission. 

TmNGB now began to go from bad to worse. The little 
missionary band had not yet recovered from the shock of 
Mr Lewis's melancholy secession and death, when they 
were further discouraged by Mr Harris's announcement of 
his intention to proceed to New South Wales in an English 
vessel which put into Matavai Bay about that time. The 
loss of this member of their party was, however, soon made 
good by the return of Mr and Mrs Henry from Port 
Jackson; but the captain who brought this welcome 
addition to their society somewhat marred the gratification 
of the poor missionaries by leaving on the island three of 
his crew, whose influence with the natives was exercised 
greatly to their disadvantage. Undaunted by the manifold 
misfortunes and annoyances that had hitherto befallen them 
since their arrival in Tahiti, they set about the erection of 
a place of worship easy of access for the inhabitants of the 
district, and selected as a site a spot close to Mr Lewis's 
untimely grave. This was the first building solely de­
voted to the service of the Creator in which the South Sea 
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Islanders were invited to assemble, for until then divine 
worship had been conducted in one of the rooms of the 
mission-house. When this chapel was nearly completed, 
Pomare sent a fish, which he begged might be hung up in 
it as an offering to Jesus Christ. Had he been allowed to 
add this new deity to those he already worshipped, he was 
quite willing to bend his knee to the God of the missionaries, 
'but he was not prepared to renounce his faith in the blood­
stained Oro. Indeed, he was about to attest the sincerity 
of his belief in that hideous idol by an act of violence that 
deluged the island with human blood, and brought the 
missionaries to the verge of destruction. 

In July 1801, the Royal .Admiral, commanded by a 
nephew of the Captain Wilson who brought out the 
missionaries in the Duff, anchored in Matavai Bay, with 
welcome supplies and not less welcome letters. A rein­
forcement of eight missionaries from England was also 
gladly acclaimed by the brethren, while Pomare openly 
alluded to the assistance he expected to derive from them 
in the forthcoming struggle for the possession of the image 
of Oro, which he and his father had resolved to remove, 
by fair means or foul, from Atehuru to Pare. The new­
comers commenced their career of usefulness by Bowing 
the seeds of many new kinds of vegetables, and by planting 
vines, with fig, peach, and other fruit-trees likely to 
flourish in that climate. Pine-apples and water-melons 
Boon became abundant; but the natives destroyed the 
vines, because, in their impatience to taste the grapes, 
they gathered them before they were ripe, and were 
disgusted with their acidity. The other trees were trampled 
under foot during the period of strife that ensued, and 
their introduction was thus retarded by many a year. 
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The Du.ff'8 missionaries meanwhile were occupied with 
more spiritual cares, and in March 1802, Messrs Nott and 
Elder, having now fairly mastered the difficulties of the 
language, set out on their first preaching tour into the 
interior. The villagers listened to them patiently, and even 
with evident interest, but intimated their apprehension 
that the gods of Tahiti would visit them with storm and 
disease if they accepted the new worship, and bowed down 
to Jehovah and Jesus. On their homeward journey the 
missionaries passed through the district of Atehuru, and 
found the king and his father, and the principal chiefs, 
assembled in the great mame described by Captain Cook, 
and engaged in offering up sacrifices to their national god 
Oro. The altar was covered with the carcasses of hogs, 
while several human corpses, hanging from the surrounding 
trees, completed the ghastly horror of the scene. The two 
witnesses to the Truth feared not to protest against these 
impious rites, declaring the death of Christ to be an all­
sufficient sacrifice and atonement for the sins of mankind, 
and branding as wilful murder the slaughter of fellow­
creatures, the pouring out of whose life was an offence to 
their common Father. They were preaching to the deaf, 
and their words were as idle wind in the ears of these 
savages. 

On the morrow Pomare begged the chiefs of Atehuru 
to resign the custody of the image, as Oro himself had 
expressed a wish that it should be removed to Tautira. 
This request being refused, King Otu demanded that the 
idol should be given up to him; and, on a second and 
peremptory refusal, his attendants rushed upon the image 
and carried it oft' to their boats. To avert the displeasure 
of Oro at the violence offered to his image, a human 
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sacrifice was judged necessary; and as no captives were at 
hand, Pomare caused one of his own servants to be killed 
as soon as they reached the shore. The people of Atehuru 
at once flew to anns, swept through the district of Pare, 
contiguous to that of Matavai, put to the sword every 
living creature that fell into their hands, and gave to the 
flames everything that would burn. They then withdrew 
into their own territory with their plunder, but announced 
their intention to return without delay to pillage the 
missionary settlement. 

Their fell purpose, however, was thwarted by several 
unforeseen events that worked together for the preseJ.'o . 
vation of the Christian teachers. Not only had six sailors 
been recently landed under the command of Captain 
Bishop, in order to purchase pigs and salt pork for Port 
Jackson, but a vessel was wrecked in the bay, and a 
further reinforcement of seventeen well-armed Englishmen 
-for both crew and cargo were Baved-was added to the 
little garrison. The rebels at first carried all before them. 
A flotilla from Aimeo, indeed, brought over two or three 
hundred warriors to Pomare's aid, who were joined by the 
people of Pare; but their combined forces were attacked, 
routed, and driven in confusion into the Matavai district 
All would then have been lost but for the firm attitude 
assumed by Captain Bishop, who, with a body of seamen, 
checked the onward rush of the victors, and gave the 
vanquished time to rally in his rear. The Atehuruans 
thereupon proposed to cede Matavai and the two ravaged 
districts to the southward to the English, threatening 
otherwise to force a passage through, with club and spear. 
It was resolved to accept the proffered terms, on the 
ratification of which the rebels retired from Matavai, and, 
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after offering to Oro the bodies of their fallen enemies, 
crossed the isthmus, and marched to Tautira. 

While these stirring events were passing in one penin. 
sula., Otu and Pomare in the other had been wasting their 
time in striving to propitiate their stolen god by human 
sacrifices. While thus engaged, they were surprised and 
driven to their canoes by the enemy, who, after a san· 
guinary resistance, recovered possession of their ido~ which 
they carded off in triumph to Atehuru. 

As it was now certain that the missionary settlement 
would be the next object of attack, the two ship-captains 
promptly set to work to put the place in a state of 
defence. The trees were all cut down, the enclosures of 
the garden destroyed, and a stout palisade planted round 
the mission-house. Boards bristling with nails were 
buried in the paths leading to the post-no mean annoyance 
to barefooted men dashing recklessly forward. The chapel 
was pulled down; four brass cannon saved from the wreck 
were placed in the upper rooms, and the verandah was 
protected by a barrier of chests, bedding, &C. &C. Though 
non-combatants, the mi .. sionaries could not refuse to take 
their turn of sentry-duty by night as well as by day; and 
for the unfortunate ladies, cooped up with so many seamen 
in one house, in addition to their own over-numerous 
party, it may be readily imagined that they had to endure 
much discomfort and privation, as wtlll as the most pain. 
rul solicitude. 

To make matters still worse, Pomare inflamed the minds 
of the rebels to the highest degree of fury by perpetrating 
an act of monstrous barbarity. Receiving intelligence 
that Atehuru had been left unguarded except by a 
few sick and aged men, he secretly despatched a 
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nocturnal expedition, which fell upon the village in the 
darkness of night, and murdered nearly two hundred 
women and children, with their defenceless male com· 
panions, in the brief space of a couple of hours. For a 
time, however, the rebels were constrained to postpone 
their vengeance, for Just then the Nautilus returned, and 
Captain Bishop, with twenty-three Europeans and a four­
pounder, accompanied Pomare in an attack upon the 
insurgents. The latte,r might have come oft' scatheless had 
they been contented to remain in their almost impregnable 
fastness; but in an evil moment they were drawn out by 
the taunts of their adversaries, and, on encountering the 
English, were seized with a panic and fled. Seventeen of 
their warriors, including their leader, were made prisoners, 
and immolated on the spot, their dead bodies being horribly 
disfigured and mutilated. As their stronghold appeared 
inaccessible, Captain Bishop returned to Matavai, and 
shortly afterwards all the British seamen quitted the 
island. Pomare thereupon fixed his headquarters on the 
borders of Pare, and hostilities were temporarily sus­
pended. 

Taking advantage of this breathing.time, the mission­
aries again enclosed and replanted their garden, and 
resumed their seemingly fruitless task of imparting 
instruction alike to children and adults. The natives, ou 
their part, continued as inattentive as before, but became 
more audacious in their pilferings, until one of them, 
being caught in the act, was publicly flogged by the king's 
orders. The year 1802 was approaching its expiration 
when Messrs Jefferson and Scott started on a preaching 
tour through the island. On the score of hospitality they 
had little to complain of, and personally they were gene-
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rally treated with respect.and consideratidn. Their preach­
ings, however, were either unattended, ot wer.e turned ~to 
ridicule, the natives talking aloud, and making offensive 
remarks on their dress, features, motives, and doctpines. 
Sometimes they would bring dogs or cocks, and set them 
fighting close to the group seated round the. missionaries. 

At other times a strolling band of Areois would stop and 
give a performance within a stone's-throw of the preachers, 

, and with song and dance would carry off all their listeners. 
An epidemic then raging in the isiand was also ascribed 
to the God of the missionaries, who were threatened with 
terrible reprisals as soon as Oro should have recovered his 
ascendancy. In Decelnber of this same year Messrs 
Bicknell and Wilson made the first missionary voyage to 
Aimeo, where they produced a more favourable impression 
than they had as yet succeeded in doing in Tahiti. 

On the 3d of September 1803, while Pomare was 
going off in a canoe'to a ship that had just arrived in the 
bay, he felt a sudden pain in his back which made him 
start. Applying his hand to the spot, he fell forward on 
his face, and instantly expired. The unexpected demise 
of this chief, who, though between fifty and sixty years of 
age, was in full enjoyment of all his faculties, was natu:' 
rally ascribed by the superstitious islanders to his sacri­
legious seizure of the idol Oro. His death, however, made 
no change in the political condition of Tahiti Shortly 
after the usual religious ceremony, in which his spirit was 
invoked, he is said to have appeared to his widow Idia, 
rising out of the se&, the upper part of his person bound 
round with many folds of finely-braided cinet made from 
the fibre of the cocoa-nut husk. Otu now assumed the 
title of Pomare, which became the name of the dynasty, 
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after the fashion of the Pharaohs and Ptolemies of Egypt, • 
and towards the middle of 1804 crossed over to Aimeo, 
taking with him the image which had already cost the 
lives of so many of his subjects. His attitude towards the 
missionaries underwent no change. He shielded them 
from open violence, and permitted them to pursue unmo­
lested their unpromising labours. Some of the children 
had by this time learned the catechism by rote, but no 
actual progress appeared to be made, the people declaring 
that they would have nothing to do with the new religion 
until it had been safely adopted by their chiefs. 

The year 1805 was passed, like its predecessors, in dis­
heartening toil, and under a depressing sense of abandon­
ment by friends at home; for though several vessels 
touched at the island, not one of them brought letters or 
supplies. The natives remained impassive till the close 
of the year, when their jealousy of the missionaries vented 
itself in the destruction by fire of a flourishing plantation 
of cocoa-nut, orange, citron, and other fruit-trees, upwards 
of six hundrea in number. In the spring a larger cate­
chism had been compiled, and a Tahitian alphabet drawn 
up, in Roman characters, but with native names affixed to 
each letter. 

In January of the following year Pomare Il returned 
from Aimeo, bringing with him the idol Oro, in whose 
honour several human beings were murdered, and their 
dead bodies hung from the boughs of trees. The king 
was much taken with the mystery of the missionaries' 
printing-press, and asked them to build a small plastered 
house near their own, in which he could apply himself 
without intelTUption to the lessons in writing that he was 
receiving at their hands. Among the earliest specimens 

, 



58 Missionary Life in the Southern Seas. 

of his proficiency in this useful art was the following 
characteristic letter, addressed to the Directors of the 
Missionary Society in London, in which spiritual blessings 
are frankly subordinated to material possessions :-

" Friends, I wish you every blessing, friends, in your resi· 
dence, in your country, with success in teaching this bad 
land, this foolish land, this wicked land, this land which 
is ignorant of good, this land that knoweth not the true 
God, this regardless land. Friends, I wish you health and 
prosperity; may I also live, and may Jehovah save us all I 
I wish you to send a great number of men, women, and 
children here. Friends, send also property and cloth for 
us, and we also will adopt English customs. Friends, 
send also plenty of muskets and powder, for wars are 
frequent in our country," &c. &c. 

Pomare II. resembled his father in his readiness to accept 
the Christians' God as a Being of awful might, and even 
more powerful than Oro. But then the latter was present 
with them, and was regarded as a vindictive, malignant 
deity; whereas Jehovah was believed to reside chiefly iu 
Europe, and, moreover, was represented as merciful, long­
suffering, and beneficent. It is scarcely surprising, there­
fore, that the ignorant barbarians should hesitate to break 
off with their old worship so long as they continued to 
believe in the real existence of the gods of their forefathers, 
even though inclined to suspect that they were somewhat 
less powerful than had been previously imagined. Their 
failure to touch the hearts or open the minds of the adult 
population, only rendered the missionaries more assiduous 
in their labours to quicken the unders~ding of the chil­
dren, for whose especial use they now opened. a school to 
teach reading and writing. A spelling-book was composed, 
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as also a narrative of Scripture history, adapted to stimulate 
the dulness of their youthful comprehension. 

Justly to appreciate the devotedness of these good men, 
it is well to remember that they were uncheered by any 
expressions of the sympathy of their friends or the appro­
bation of their own countrymen. Though ships frequently 
anchored in Matavai Bay, not a single communication 
from England reached the missionaries from July 1801 
to the end of November 1806. The London Missionary 
Society, indeed, had by no means forgotten their zealous 
representatives during their perilous sojourn among the 
heathen, but had sent letters and supplies by every oppor­
tunity to Port Jackson, whence, it was supposed, they 
could easily be forwarded to Tahiti They had also 
authorised their agent in New South Wales to expend 
£200 a year in aid of the South Sea Mission, and thus 
at last it came to pass that a small sloop of twenty tons 
burden was chartered to convey to Tahiti the accumulated 
stores. 

For some time previously, tea, sugar, and other lux­
uries, which have become almost necessaries to Euro­
peans, had been quite exhausted, the Clothing brought 
from England had been worn out, and on their preaching 
circuits the missionaries had been compelled to go barefoot. 
At last they were gladdened by tidings ·from the dear ones 
at home j but the supplies had lain so long at Port Jackson. 
and had been forwarded in such an unseaworthy vessel, 
that they were utterly spoiled, and for the most part unfit 
for use. This disappointment, however, was borne with 
cheerful resignation, and the missionaries rather rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suffer in the service of 
the Founder of their faith. 
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In June 18m, the island again became the scene of 
murderous civil war. The king, apparently without pro­
vocation, suddenly made an inroad into the district of 
Atehuru, and. taking the people unawares, slew upwards of 
one hundred, among whom were some men of note. The 
country was laid waste, the dwellings of the natives 
plundered and burnt, ,the survivors driven to their 
mountain fastnesses. and the bodies of the slain carried oft' 
to Tautira. and oft'ered as sacrifices to Oro. This barbar­
ous expedition remained for a time unavenged, but in the 
ensuing year the people generally began to weary of the 
burdens imposed upon them for the maintenance of 
royalty, and to regret the old patriarchal form of govern­
ment, when each district, and it might almost be said 
each village, was administered by its own chief. The 
preparations for the coming strife not only suspended 
the usefulness of the missionaries, but filled them with 
natural ~ety for the safety of their wives and little 
ones. 

At the very moment when a collision seemed inevi­
table, a vessel from Port Jackson anchored in the bay, 
and by the king's advice the women and children were at 
once carried on board. On the following day Messrs N ott 
and Scott repaired to the rebel camp, and urged the 
leaders to come to terms with Pomare. This they abso­
lutely refused to do, but expressed friendly feelings towards 
the missionaries, whom they promised to protect to the 
best of their ability. This assurance, however, aft'orded 
little hope of safety, and the king himWf counselled 
the departure of the married couples. It was therefore 
unanimously resolved that the mission should be broken 
up until happier times might dawn. except that four of the 
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unmarried missionaries volunteered to remain with the 
king and watch the progress of events. The rest were 
safely "conveyed to the neighbouring island of Huahine, 
where they received a kindly welcome at the hands of the 
chief and the inhabitants generally, 

The rebels now took up a strong position over against 
the royal encampment at Matavai, but abstained from all 
aggressive action. On the 22d of December. however, they 
were furiously attacked by the king. misled by the promises 
of a soothsayer, The royal troops were completely routed 
and fled from the field, throwing away even their muskets, 
and leaving their dead, including several of their chiefs, at 
the mercy of the enemy," The missionaries attached to the 
king also found it necessary to abandon their home and 
escape to Aimeo, whence three of the party shortly after· 
wards removed to Huabine. Following up their success, 
the insurgents ravaged the districts of Matavai and Pare, 
sacked the mission-house, and bumed it to the" ground. 
The books were either thrown into the flames or used for 
cartridges; the type was melted down and cast into 
musket-balls, and every scrap of iron was converted to 
some homicidal purpose. Before they sought safety in 
:flight, Mr N ott had several times stood in the "very shadow 
of death. Once a native had poised his spear, and was on 
the point of transfixing him, when his arm was ~ted 
by a friend of the missionary. At another time a musket. 
ball entered the room where he was sitting, and on yet 
another occasion he was hurried into a canoe barely in 
time to save him from a party of rebels bent upon slaying 
the king's friend. 

It was, nevertheless, with SOle reluctance and many 
a bitter pang of disappointment that these ea.rnest 
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men yielded to the II inexorable logic of facts," and 
relinquished the enterprise which they had so steadfastly 
pursued for wellnigh a dozen years, in spite of ridicule, 
threats, violence, and, worst of all, the apparent forgetful­
ness of their friends in their far-away native land. So 
far as human eye could see, the South Sea Mission had 
entirely failed, and the grateful task of converting the 
heathen was reserved for other agents and other times. 
The main body of the missionaries, therefore, resolved to 
proceed to Port Jackson, only Mr Hayward continuing 
in Huahine, while Mr Nott attached himself to the for­
tunes of King Pomare, hoping against hope, and placing 
his trnst in the all-wise Disposer of events. 
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AnAIBS remained in this unpromising condition until the 
autumn of 1811. when several of the married missionaries 
took heart of grace and left Port Jackson for Aimeo. 
where they were joyfully received by the king. The 
lessons of adversity had not been lost upon Pomare. 
During his enforced residence in that little island, he had 
communed much with himself. and had listened with 
eager interest to Mr Nott's instructions. The first 
arrivals. Mr and Mrs Bicknell. were taken into his own 
house, and he would pass hours together in conversing 
with them, and in reading and writing. A few of his 
attendants seemed also to be well disposed towards the 
new religion ; and for the first time since the departure of 
the Duff from Portsmouth, a ray of hope glimmered on the 
horizon. Other trials. however. awaited the missionaries, 
and of a peculiarly distressing character. Three of them 
were bereaved of their ,vives within a few months of each 
other. and the mission was enveloped in gloom and sad­
ness. Thrown so exclusively into each other's society, 
working in a commOD cause, and bound together by 
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common dangers and sufferings, the South Sea missionaries 
formed a united family, no one member of which could be 
afllicted. without a sympathetic grief pervading all Their 
sorrow, however, was tempered by the glorious prospect of 
success that now opened before them. The first of these 
three graves had not yet been dug, when the king 
announced his intention of abjuring his false gods and 
becoming a convert to Christianity. Having to no 
purpose urged the chiefs of Baiatea and Huahine, and 
other friends of his family, to join him in a public re­
nunciation of idolatry, he adhered to his own resolution, 
and begged that he might be baptized, declaring that he 
" desired to be happy after death, and to be saved at the 
day of judgment:' Though not distrustful of his sincerity, 
the missionaries counselled him not to be over-hasty, lest 
he should have mistaken impulse for conviction, and the 
king readily consented to receive further instruction 
previous to his admission within the Christian fold. 

A month later Pomare once more found himself in 
Tahiti, having been invited to return by some of his 
former subjects. Though separated from the missionaries, 
and exposed to many temptations, he wavered not from his 
determination to break with the past, and to aeek salvation 
where only it can be found. In his letters to his Christian 
teachers he bitterly bewails his bloodguiltiness, and prays 
for strength from on high to put away his "evil customs" 
and become one of the elect. His only concern was to 
"become one of Jehovah's people," and to obtain forgive­
ness for his " accumulated crimes." His worldly prospects, 
which had brightened up for a brief space, were 800n 
clouded over, and his hold even on the Matavai district 
was extremely insecure. His regular observance of the 
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Sabbath, his bold, contemptuous denunciation of idolatry, 
and avowed intention of embracing the true religion, 
alienated many of his warmest supporters, and exposed 
him to ridicule from his nearest kinsfolk. The death of 
his consort, his childless condition, his recent expulsion 
from the island, and his present precarious position, were 
all ascribed to the displeasure of the gods, whose wrath 
would burn yet more fiercely if he persisted in insulting 
them by preferring the God of the missionaries. The 
king, however, continued firm and immovable, and lost no 
opportunity of exhorting his friends to follow his example, 
and, putting away their idols, to adopt the Christians' faith. 
That his exhortations made a considerable impression upon 
many of his hearers was shown by subsequent events, but 
at the time they appeared to fall upon stocks and stones. 

About the middle of June 1813, however, a report reached 
the missionary settlement in Aimeo that two of their 
former pupils in Tahiti had not only been brought to 
see the error of their ways, but had associated to them­
selves several of their neighbours, and that prayer--meetings 
were occasionally held in a retired valley. On receipt of 
this gladdening intelligence, Messrs Hayward and Scott 
immediately crossed over to Tahiti, and proceeded to 
Hautaua, where these unexpected proselytes were believed 
to reside. The morning after their arrival, the missionaries 
retired as usual into the brushwood for the purpose of prayer 
and meditation; when Mr Scott heard a voice at no great 
distance offering up to the throne of grace prayers and 
thanksgivings in the native language. The supplicant 
proved to be an individual named Oito,·though afterwards 
called Petero, who had formerly received instructions from 
the missionaries at Matavai, and had subsequently been 

11: 
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much affected by some words that fell from Pomare. 
Sorely disquieted in mind, Oito made a confidant of his 
frieDd Tuahine, who had lived for some time at the mission­
house, and found that he was similarly perplexed. The 
result of their mutual confidences was the strengthening of 
their growing convictions, and the two would often retire 
into the jungle to exchange their spiritual impressioDs. 
and unite in prayer for further enlightenment. Their 
obvious sincerity induced several youths to join them, and 
it was agreed that a prayer-meeting should be held on 
Sundays, that the worship of idols should be discontinued, 
together with all the abominable practices connected with 
idolatry. and that Jehovah alone should be their God. 
These were the first-fruits of the sixteen years of toil, 
privation, and personal peril passed by the missionaries 
in Tahiti. The spark kindled in that island quickly burst 
into a. vivifying ftame that warmed and illumined all the 
adjacent islands. From the sequestered valley of Hautaua 
the knowledge of divine truth sp,read gradually, and even 
rapidly, over the South Seas, and it is satisfactory to know 
that both Oito and Tuahine laboured to their last hour in 
extending the borders of Christ's kingdom upon earth. 

Sunday, the 25th of July 181~ is memorable in the 
chronicles of missionary enterprise as the' day on which 
the first place for public worship was opened in .Aimeo. 
On the following day forty of the islanders assembled to 
hear Mr Nott's exposition of Christianity, when thirty­
one of those present desired to have their names written 
down, in proof of their finn resolution to ha.ve nothing 
more to ·do with idols, but become disciples of Jesus. 
Eleven more names were shortly afterwards added, and 
among this last batch of proselytes were Taaroarii, the 
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young chief of Huahine, and Sir Oharles Sanders' Island, 
and Matapuupuu, chief priest of Huahine and an Areoi of 
high repute. 

The conversion of the chief of Huahine was primarily 
due to Pomare, who had frequently spoken to him on 
the utter foolishness of the idolatrous worship of their 
ancestors, contrasting its horrid rites with the purity 
and tenderness that illustrate the religion of Christ. 
Desiring to hear more on this subject, he invited Mr Nott· 
to come and preach at hiS place. His father, Pairu, king 
of Huahine, received the missiona.rles-Mr Nott being 
accompanied by Mr Hayward-with infinite courtesy, 
and said that, though he himself was quite satisfied to 
remain as he was, his son was desirous to learn more 
about Jehovah and Jesus. "The people of Huahine and 
their chief," says Mr Ellis, "were certainly among the 
most superstitious and idolatrous tribes of the Pacific." 
They had kept aloof from the missionaries, and were 
content to live and die as their forefathers had done; and 
yet the light suddenly dawned upon the darkest recesses 
of their hearts, and of their own accord they asked for 
instruction. Within a few months afterwards the old 
king himself embraced the new faith, from which he never 
wavered. 

The good work now advanced with leaps and bounds. 
ODe evening, as Mr Nott was returning to the settlement 
after preaching to Taaroarii's people, he was accompanied 
by Patii, the priest of that district. .As they wandered 
along the shore in deep converse, the latter astonished the 
missionary by declaring his intention of publicly burning 
on the morrow all the idols to which he had hitherto 
sacrificed. When the time approached, a considerable 
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crowd had gathered together to witness the strange 
spectacle that had been announced, and which they fully 
believed would culminate in the awful destruction of the 
impious priest, and of those who abetted him. A quantity 
of fuel had been collected, and a funeral pyre erected near 
the beach. A few minutes before the sun went down 
Patii came forth, and ordered the pile to be Bet on fire. 
As soon as the flames were blazing upward he hastened to 
the shrine of his gods and brought out the idols, which he 
flung on the ground. Stripping oft" their ornaments and 
clothing, which he threw into the fire, he exhibited to the 
gaping crowd the hideously-carved images-sometimes 
merely shapeless logs-and pitched them one after the 
other into the hungry flames. Nor was his tongue idle 
while his hands were thus bUsy. Now, as he held up a 
god, he would declare his name and attributes. Then he 
would deplore his own infatuation in having bowed down 
to such senseless and inanimate stocks. Presently he 
would strike another key, and taunt the gods with their 
helplessness, telling them to save themselves if they 
wished for any more sacrifices. The spectatOrs murmured 
and looked on with horror, but not one stirred hand or 
foot to stay the work of destruction. The missionaries 
and their native converts stood beside the daring priest, 
momentarily expecting a wild onslaught from the angry 
multitude; but the sun sank beneath the horizon, the :fire 
slowly died out, the spectators, awestricken and appalled, 
moved away by twos and threes, and a heap of ashes was 
all that remained of the gods they had so long worshipped 
and adored. 

The news of Patii's heroism spread far and wide, and 
both in Tahiti and Aimeo not only images, but many I 
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temples and marass were consigned to the flames. Men 
of in1luence began to flock to the mission-house at Aimeo 
from the adjacent islands, anxious to hear and judge for 
themselves. The number of professed. converts amounted 
at this time to fifty, though very many others stood, as it 
were, at the door, hesitating to cross the threshold. The 
exemplary conduct of the converts naturally prepossessed 
all but the hopelessly vicious in their favour; while their 
habit of invoking a blessing upon every work they under­
too:j, and upon every act they performed, obtained for 
them the title of Bure .&tw, or the II Praying People," 
though the literal meaning of the phrase is said to be 
II Prayers to God." 

Throughout 1814 the number of converts steadily in­
creased, and even the idolaters were accustomed to speak 
of their gods as evil or foolish spirits. So great was the 
assemblage at public worship, that the chapel had to be 
enlarged for the second time, many of the natives joining 
in the hymns composed in their language.' The strain 
alike upon the mental and physical powers of the 
missionaries at this time must have been most trying. 
On the Lord's day they had two services, with explanatory 
discourses delivered in a foreign tongue, and in the even­
ing a special meeting for the benefit of those whose names 
had been written down. Divine service was also performed 
on a weekday, and from morning till night they were 
engaged in reasoning with individuals or extemporised 
assemblies, reading and explaining the Word of God, and 
praying for .aid, guidance, and strength for themselves as 
well as for the excited and impulsive multitudes by whom 
they were hourly surrounded and besieged. In addition to 
all this, some of them were studiously occupied in translat-
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ing the New Testament, and in preparing spelling-books, 
catechisms, and elementary treatises. And as though this 
were not enough, they had to labour with their own hands 
to obtain their daily food, and to execute whatever carpentry 
or smith's work had to be done. 

They had their reward. Before that year closed their 
preachings were regularly attended by 300 hearers, of whom 
200 'Were open and avowed converts to Ohristianity. Their 
schools, too, were frequented by fully BOO natives, eager 
to receive instruction, and altogether their work prospered 
exceedingly. Not that they were yet free from tribulation. 
In Tahiti the new converts were exposed to persecution even 
unto death; and the last human sacrifice offered in that island 
was a young man, who, in spite of the remonstrances of his 
family, had abjured idolatry. While seated beneath the 
shade of a clump of trees, absorbed in his evening medita­
tions, the Tahitian martyr was suddenly approached by a 
number of the attendants of the neighbouring chiefs and 
priests, and informed that the king desired to see him. 
Knowing that the king was absent from the island, the 
young man easily divined that their real object was to 
offer him as a sacrifice, on occasion of a religious ceremony 
that was to be celebrated on the morrow. Calmly, and 
without the least trepidation, he told them that they were 
trying to deceive him, and that their real intention was 
to take his'life. For his part, he continued, he was not 
afraid to die. His body might be in their power, but they 
could not harm his soul, for that was safe in the hands of 
Jesus. Exasperated by this courageous enunciation of his 
faith in Christ, the murderers rushed in upon him, stabbed 
and slew him, and placing his dead body in a basket made 
of the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree, carried it oft' to the 
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fIIQMI, where it was duly offered to the god of murder. In 
the blood of this young martyr the Church of Tahiti was 
finally established, and never again was a human being 
sacrificed to the horrible superstitions which had so long 
prevailed in that beautiful is1and. 

The rapid growth of the new sect seeming to foreshadow 
the total extinction of the ancient worship, the priests 
conspired with many of the chi~fs to destroy the Ohristians 
and their friends at one blow. It was known that on the 
evening of July 7, 1814, the whole· of the Burs Atua, 
or Praying People, would be assembled at a certain spot 
near the sea for discussion and prayer. Advantage was to 
be taken of this splendid opportunity, and the heresy rooted 
out by one strong effort. So well was the secret kept, 
that it was only a few hours before the meeting was to 
take p1ace that the first suspicion of the projected massacre 
reached the ears of the intended victims. Resistance 
would have availed nothing, and had the difFerent bands 
of murderers been punctual in arriving at the appointed 
rendezvous, escape would have been, humanly speaking, 
impossible. Happily, it was so ordered that sufficient 
delay occurred to enable the Burs Atua to launch their 
canoes, and before sunset they were hastening, ·with 
thankful hearts, to their friends in Aimeo. When the 
idolaters reached the shore, it was too late for pursuit. 
BatHed and disappointed, they began to dispute and quarrel 
among themselves, and the assembled tribes separating into 
two parties, fought together with the utmost fury. Civil 
war raged throughout the north-eastern portion of the 
island. Houses were fired, plantations cut down, fields 
and gardens laid desolate, and several richly-cultivated 
districts reduced to a howling wilderness. Thevanquished 
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fled to the mountains, or crossed the sea to Aimeo, and 
from one end of Tahiti to the other Oro was recognised as 
the national god. 

Thus matters remained till the autumn of 1815, when 
the refugees in Aimeo were invited to return to Tahiti, 
under promises of personal safety, and of restoration to the 
lands of which they had been deprived. The presence of the 
king being deemed necessary on such an august occasion, 
Pomare and a strong body of his Christian adherents, not . 
fewer than eight hundred, accompanied the idolatrous 
refugees. As they approached the shore, however, they 
were greeted. with a sharp fire of musketry, to which the 
king replied by displaying a white ftag. Negotiations 
thereupon ensued, and the party were allowed to land; but 
they remained under the conviction that the truce was 
hollow and not to be relied upon, and that hostilities were 
only deferred to a more convenient opportunity. That 
was not long in coming. On Sunday the 12th of 
November 1815, Pomare and the Christian converts 
assembled for divine worship at the village of Narii, in the 
Atehuru district. Sentinels had been posted to prevent 
a surprise, and the service was about to commence when 
musket-shots were heard in the distance, and a large body 
of men, preceded by the emblems of idolatry, was descried 
marching round a point of land, and advancing in their 
direction. For a moment there was some confusion. Only 
a few of. the worshippers were armed, the majority having 
left their weapons in their tents. Pomare, however, rose 
and called upon them to resume their seats, reminding 
them that they were under the protection of Jehovah, 
without whose permission no harm could befall them. A 
hymn was then given out by one who till quite recently 
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had been a member of the Areoi institution, but was now 
a Christian teacher. A portion of Scripture. was next read, 
and a prayer offered to the Almighty for pardon of their 
sins, and for help against the heathen who were raging so 
furiously together against His servants. 

Having thus committed themselves to the divine protec­
tion, they proceeded, with lightened hearts, to arm them­
selves for self-defence, and took their appointed places in 
the battle array. The Bure Atua were not yet drawn up 
before the idolaters made a furious charge upon the front 
ranks, and compelled them to give ground. They retreated, 
however, slowly, resolutely disputing every step, and yield­
ing only to overpowering numbers. Ever and again they 
would kneel down, by twos and threes, and pray that, if they 
must lose their lives, they might yet save their souls from 
eternal condemnation. Fortunately, the main body stood 
firm, and not only arrested the further advance of the enemy, 
but gradually forced them back. Suddenly a p'imic seized 
the idolatrous host, and in terror they fled from the field 
to their ,fastnesses in the mountains. As the victors were 
about to pursue, Pomare shouted, "Atira.1 "-Enough l­
and strictly charged his followers to offer neither injury 
nor insult to the women and children of the vanquished, 
and to spare even their property. The dead bodies of the 
idolaters were decently buried; and one great chief who 
had fallen in the fight was sent, with every mark of respect, 
to his own people. 

Only towards the false gods was Pomare inexorable. As 
soon as victory was assured, he despatched a strong body 
of his most valiant warriors to Tautira, with instructions to 
destroy the temple of Oro, for whose possession he had in 
former days poured out torrents of human blood. ~I Go not 
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to the little island," he said, "where the women and children 
have been left for security; turn not aside to the villages 
or plantations; neither enter into the houses, nor destroy 
any of the property you may see; but go straight along the 
highroad, through all your late enemy's districts." With­
out opposition PomaNs soldiers arrived at Tautira. The 
idol was brought out from the te~ple, and, when divested of 
its manifold wrappings, was found to be a mere log of wood 
about six feet in length. The altars throughout the dis­
trict were than levelled with the ground, the temples pulled 
down, the iniages and their ornaments given to the flames, 
and the maraea cleansed of their late abominations. As for 
the idol of Oro, it was flxed as a support to the roof of 
Pomare's kitchen, and ultimately cleft in pieces for firewood. 
Thus, in the words of the prophet, the gods that have not 
made the heavens and the earth perished from the earth 
and from under the heavens, and the idols were utterly 
abolished. 

The king's clemency could not fail to produce good fruit. 
Such a thing had never before been heard of as forbearance 
to a prostrate enemy. When the vanquished stealthily 
returned to their homes, they were astonished to fiud their 
wives and families unmolested, their property uninjured, 
their own persons exempt from punishment. With one 
accord they restored Pomare to his throne, and then even 
their rude logic compelled them to see the immense 
superiority of Christian principles to the vile usages by 
which they had hitherto been held in bondage. Their cry 
now was for instructors to teach them the truth. Family 
idols were used for fuel. Not a sipgle altar was spared. 
The very priests derided the gods they had served with 
more zeal than knowledge. Schools and chapels sprang 
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up in every district. Chiefs and aged warriors patiently 
conned their spelling-books, or listened with avidity to the 
words of the native preachers. The chapels were crowded 
with worshippers, among whom the women were allowed 
an equality of place, the old yoke being broken from oft' 
their necks. Mr N ott and Mr Bicknell in tum crossed 
over from Aimoo and lent their powerful aid j and it is 
stated that at the close of that eventful year 2700 spelling­
books, 800 copies of the "Abridgment of Scripture," and 
very many copies of part of the Gospel of St Luke, had 
been distributed in the two ialands of Tahiti and Aimoo, 
while the demand for more was urgent and incessant. By 
that time not fewer than 8000 of the natives were able to 
read with iluencyand intelligence. 

Early in the following year Pomare sent his family idols 
to the London Missiona17 Society "for the inspection of the 
people of Europe, that they may satisfy their curiosity, and 
know T~ti's foolish gods." So far, the work of conversion 
was complete. The idols of the heathen were overthrown. 
The light of the gospel shone bright and clear upon Tahiti, 
the gem of the Southern Seas, and radiated far and wide 
over the adjacent islands. Human sacrifices and infanti­
cide had ceased to c17 aloud for vengeance. Woman, 
too, had recovered her proper place as a helpmeet for man, 
and the rude islanders were directed to the only path that 
leads to happiness in this liCe and in the next. 
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WHEN Mr Ellis landed in .Aimeo, two years after the 
abolition of idolatry, the crying want of the island was 
for books. Hlmdreds of the natives, after mastering the 
alphabet and the spelling-book, could procure nothing to 
read. Others knew by rote whatever had been translated 
into their language, and were an-hungered for more. In 
the neighbouring islands not a few had taken the trouble 
to copy out the whole of the spelling-book, either on 
writing-paper, or on native cloth made from the bark of a 
tree. Others had committed to leaves, or scraps of paper 
or cloth, detached texts and t'ragments of Scripture, which 
they would treasure up as gems of great price, frequently 
perusing and re-perusing them with the utmost reverence. 

To meet this demand for spiritual instruction, a printing­
press had been sent out under the charge of Mr Ellis, who, 
previous to his departure from England, had taken lessons 
in printing and bookbinding. As all classes were eager 
to see this wonderful machine in operation, land, labour, 
and materials were readily forthcoming, and no time was 
lost in preparing for action. When all was oomplete, the 



Pomare as a Printer. 77 

king proceeded to the printing-office, accompanied by 
some of his most intelligent chiefs, and attended by a 
multitude of his humbler subjects. The composing-stick 
being placed. in his hand, he was taught to arrange the 
capital letters, then the ordinary letters, and finally the 
monosyllables which made up the first page of the spelling­
book. There his labours ended. as a compositor; but a few days 
later, when the first sheet was ready to go to press, Pomare 
took his tum as a pressman. Receiving the printer's ink-ball 
into his hand, he struck it two or three times upon the 
face of the letters. Then laying out a sheet of white paper 
upon the parchment, it was laid down under the press, and 
he was directed to turn the handle. When the paper was 
brought forth, chiefs and assistants all rushed. forward to 
see the effect of the royal manipulation. A moment of 
silent wonder was followed by exclamations of delight, 
when the clear black forms were presented to their view, 
and they felt that a new power was established in the midst 
of them. And when the marvellous sheet was displayed 
to the crowds that thronged the exterior of the premises, 
a sudden shout of joyful acclamation went up to heaven. 

An edition of 2600 copies was soon worked oft', 
succeeded by an edition of 2300 copies of the Tahitian 
Catechism, a collection of texts from Scripture, and Mr 
Nott's translation of the Gospel according to St Luke, of 
which nearly 3000 copies were composed and struck oft' 
by Messrs Ellis and Crook, almost unaided. After a 
while two natives were instructed to work the press; but 
from eight to ten hours a day, in a tropical temperature, 
these two gentlemen toiled as compositors, cheered. on, 
indeed, by the eager interest evinced by the natives, but 
primarily sustained by the sense of Christian duty. So 
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great was the curiosity of the people, that the beach was 
lined with canoes from distant parts, while the crews stood 
upon the fence round the building, or climbed upon one 
another's backs to get a glimpse of the interior. Strangers 
from other islands scarce knew what to make of the 
wondrous machine, fearing to approach too closely, a.nd 
slow to believe that it was not an animated being forced 
to slave for the missionaries. 

As each book was finiShed, the sheets had to be folded, 
stitched together, and placed within some sort of binding. 
The millboard on hand being speedily exhausted, recourse 
was had to various ingenious devices for obtaining suitable 
substitutes, whica were found to answer the purpose 
sufficiently well. The natives themselves took kindly to 
this process, and also to the preparation of leather. The 
skins of all kinds of animals were turned to account, and 
one of the commonest of rural sights was "a skin stretched 
on a frame, and suspended on the branch of a tree to dry." 
To make the people more careful of their books, the cost­
price was charged for the Scriptures, though e1.em.entazy 
treatises continued to be distributed gratuitously. In the 
absence of coin, a small bamboo-cane of cocoa-nut oil oon­
stituted the medium of barter. The demand far outstripped 
the supply. Canoes would lie on the shore for weeks to­
gether while St Luke's Gospel was in course ofprepa.ra.tion. 

One evening a canoe arrived with five men from 
Tahiti, who hurried to :Hr Ellis's dwelling, exc1aimiDg 
"Luka I" or liTe Parau na Luka "-The Word of Luke-­
and holding up their bamboo-canes of oil. Not a copy 
remained on hand, but the missionary promised that if 
they came to him on the morrow they should have what 
they wanted. Loomg out of his window at daybreak, he 
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saw them lying on the ground outside his house, with 
some plaited cocoa-nut leaves for their sole bedding. In 
reply to his inquiry why they had. not lodged in a native 
hut for the night, they replied that they feared others 
might arrive before them and get all he could spare. So 
he at once went to work, and made up seven books, the 
additional two being asked for a mother and a sister. 
Each wrapped his book up in a piooe of white native 
cloth, put it in his bosom, wished Mr Ellis good-morning, 
and, launching their canoe. without stopping to eat or to 
drink, they made all haste back to their native island. 
Scarcely less attractive than the gospel, was a little 
volume of hymns, some original and others translated, 
the islanders being particularly fond of rhythmical com­
positions. 

Nor was it only in the art of printing that these early 
missionaries showed themselves expert. Towards the 
close of 1817 they launched a vessel of seventy tons 
burden built by their own hands. It was appropriately 
named the H aweiB, Pomare himself breaking the conven­
tional bottle of wine across her bows as she was about to 
glide into the water. This venture, however, was not 
encouraging; and after two or three short trips from ialand 
to island, the HaUHlls was sold in Port Jackson, and 
became a regular trader between that port and Van 
Diemen's Land. Still the fact remains that these simple 
messengers of glad tidings to the heathen succeeded in 
building and rigging a oraft of considerable tonnage, and 
which took her place among the handiwork of professional 
shipbuilders. 

Mingled with the stern realities of missionary life in 
the South Sea Islands came oooasional glimpses of romance 
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that illumined their bard, self-denying existence, and 
relieved the monotony of their daily, and too often 
depressing, work. Thus in June 1818, it was resolved to 
remove the printing-press to Huahine, the most easterly 
of the Society Islands. The voyage was safely effected on 
board the HawN, and on the 20th of that month Messrs 
Ellis, Williams, and Orsmond, with their respective wives, 
landed in Fa-re harbour, on the verge of a virgin forest. 
Two of the party were received into the house of a respec­
table native farmer, but the four othera were glad to take 
shelter beneath a roof supported by three posts up the 
centre and several round the sides,-for the building was 
of an oval shape. For carpet and floor there were stones, 
sand, and clay; and to obtain some sort of privacy, four 
stout sticks were driven into the earth, to which sheets 
and native cloth were attached so as to form a 
screen. A couple of chests served as a bedstead for the 
parents, by the side of which some packages were laid for 
the children. At each end of the open building a private 
apartment was thus constructed, and in the centre part 
the luggage was piled up as neatly as possible. 

"large fragments of rock," says Mr Ellis, "were scattered 
at the base of the mountains that rose on one side of our 
dwelling, the sea rolled within a few yards on the other, and 
in each direction along the shore there was one wild and 
uncultivated wilderness." A present of fish and bread-fruit 
opportunely arrived from a neighbouring chief', and a youth 
stepped forward and offered his services as a cook. In due 
time the little party sat down to their simple fare of fried 
fish, baked bread-fruit, fresh plantains, cocoa-nut milk, and 
tea. As evening closed in, they prepared for the sudden 
and intense darkness of the tropics by converting one end 
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of a cocoa-nut shell into a lamp, which they filled with oil, 
inserting by way of wick the thin stalk of a cocoa-nut 
leaflet wrapped round with a little cotton wooL All, 
however, were glad to retire to rest at an early hour, after 
tying down the screen with strips -of bark, and commend­
ing themselves to the care of an all-watchful Providence. 

"Notwithstanding the novelty of our situation," Mr 
Ellis cheerfully remarks, "the exposure to the air from the 
mountains, the roaring of the heavy surf on the reefs, the 
inroads of dogs, pigs, and natives, with no other shelter 
than a pile of boxes, we passed a comfortable night, and 
rose refreshed in the morning, thankful for the kind pro­
tection we had experienced-gratified also to find that no 
article of our property had. been stolen, though all was 
unavoidably expQSed." 

Although Huahine had been visited by Mr Nott, and 
also by the missionaries fleeing from Tahiti to Port Jack­
son, no abiding impression appears to have been made, and 
so late as 1818 the islanders were almost universally 
opposed to the introduction of the new religion. In 
obedience to instructions from the king, at that time 
absent in Tahiti and Aimeo, the ancient temples had been 
destroyed, the idols flung into the fire, the maraes 
desecrated, infanticide prohibited, and the stills for the 
extraction of ardent spirits from the sugar-cane broken to 
pieces or buried. Here and there, too, an individual might 
be found who had been taught to read. during a trip to 
Aimeo, or who could repeat from memory certain passages 
from the spelling-book; but the foundation alone had been 
laid, or l'&ther the site had. been partially cleared of the 
unsightly rubbish with which it was previously encumbered. 

The effect thus far produced, indeed, was of a negative 
J' 
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character. Idolatry was no longer practised, but neither 
was there any desire to become acquainted with the 
principles of Christianity. On the contrary, the people 
generally were averse from any manner of restriction being 
placed upon the gratification of their sensual appetites, and 
altogether indisposed to apply themselves to the laborious 
acquisition of elementary knowledge. For a time the 
missionaries preached to scanty and inattentive audiences, 
while their schools were neglected and themselves treated 
with a coldness bordering on contempt. This period of 
discouragement, however, was of brief duration. On the 
return of ?dahine and his chiefs from Tahiti, an immediate 
impulse was given to the propagation of the gospel, and 
many of those" who had been previously indifferent, if not 
actua.lly hostile, now became constant and seemingly eager 
listeners. 

The indolence of the South Sea Islanders has been 
remarked by a.ll voyagers in those seas. The genial 
warmth of the climate, the exceeding fruitfulness of the 
soil, which appeared to yield spontaneously a.ll that was 
needed for a mere animal existence, and the inexhaustible 
supplies of :fish procurable almost without an effort. 
naturally inspired the islanders with a love of ease, and 
a corresponding distaste for labour. In vain did the 
missionaries urge them to build more commodious houses, 
to apparel themselves decently, to stimulate the land to 
greater productiveness, and to introduce new varieties of 
animal and vegetable life. They were content with their 
actual condition, they asked for nothing more j why 
should they toil and weary themselves"for objects they did 
not desire' .As the spirit of Christianity, however, began 
to pervade their minds and in1luence their conduct, they 
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shook off much of this innate aversion for work, and 
applied themselves, not unsuccessfully, to the more simple 
and useful arts. They took more pride in their houses. 
They broke up the land for sugar-cane, coffee, cotton, and 
tobacco. They planted out the young fruit-trees brought 
over from the West Indies and South America. They 
dressed themselves in a becoming manner, the women 
taking the lead, and showing no disinclination for personal 
adornments. 

At Aitutake, so simple an operation as the conversion 
of coral rock into lime impressed the natives with a 
strange sense of power. At first they imagined that 
the missionaries were roasting stones for food; but 
when they were allowed to see and touch the :firm white 
plastered wall, they burst forth into exclamations of 
wonder. "The very stones in the sea, and the sand on the 
shore," they cried, " become good property in the hands of 
those who worship the true God, and regard His good 
Word." Turning-lathes also became comparatively 
common, and native carpenters soon learned to make 
ordinary articles. The first lathe ever seen by the South 
Sea Islanders was one constructed by the ingenious Mr 
Williams in Barotonga, and the first article turned by it 
was the leg of a sofa, with which a chief was so charmed 
that he hung it round his neck, and strutted up and down 
exhibiting this object of high art to the admiration of all 
beholders. It was agreed on all hands that had this sofa­
leg preceded the introduction of Christianity, it would have 
been wrapped in cloths and worshipped as a god. 

This excellent missionary appears to have been endowed 
with a real talent for the mechanical arts. Among other 
devices he contrived a rope-machine, and taught the Raro-
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tongans how to make rope. He also made a sugar-mill, and 
showed them how to make sugar. His most remarkable 
achievement, however, was in the shipbuilding line; desti­
tute of any previous practical knowledge of the subject, 
unprovided with proper tools or books of reference, and 
unassisted except by the voluntary labour of the natives, Mr 
Williams designed and completed a vessel of over seventy 
tons burden, which he rigged and navigated as though to the 
manner born. The first thing to be done was to make a 
pair of smith's bellows; and to obtain the materials, three 
out of the four goats upon the island were killed.. But hav­
ing inserted the pipe into the under as well as the upper 
chamber, he found that the wind escaped and that the 
flame was drawn in. The rats, however, spared him the 
trouble of correcting this mistake, by devouring every 
particle of the goats' skins during the night, and leaving 
him nothing but the bare boards. 

In this difficulty it occurred to him that a machine to 
throw air might be constructed on the same principle as 
a pump to throw water. A rude engine was accordingly 
constructed, but it also sucked in the flames, and in a few 
minutes was in a blaze. This inconvenience was speedily 
put to rights, and eventually a machine was made that 
answered the purpose of keeping up a continued succession 
of blasts. A perforated stone did duty for a fireiron, and 
a block of stone for an anvil, while charcoal made from the 
cocoa-nut and other trees left no room to regret the want 
of coal. The timber was procured by splitting trees in 
half with wedges, and then shaping them by means of 
emall hatchets fastened to a. crooked piece of wood, and 
used as an adze. For knees it was necessary to hunt up 
curved trees, which, being split in half, each furnished 
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. two. Iron being scarce, wooden treenails were driven in j 
and instead of oakum a tolerable substitute was found in 
dried banana-stumps, native cloth, and other substances. 
The mats on which the natives lie at night were converted 
into sails, after being quilted to give them strength. The 
king, it is said, was especially pleased with the pumps, 
and would often have his stool taken on board, and amuse 
himself for hours in pumping out the bilge-water. 

In less than four months the vessel was launched, and re­
ceived the appropriate name of the M688enger of Peace. She 
was sixty feet in length, and eighteen across the beam, 
and carried t~o mainsails and a foresail, hoisted on two 
tall bamboo masts. In this frail bark, and guided only by 
compass and quadrant, Mr Williams made an experimental 
trip to Aitutake, 170 miles distant, accompanied by the 
king, who brought back a return cargo of pigs, cocoa-nuts, 
and cats. Dick Whittington's cat would have been deified 
at Rarotonga previous to this importation. The rats were 
so numerous and audacious that at meal.times it was the 
occupation of two persons to keep them oft' the table. 
While engaged in family prayer, the noxious animals 
would run up the backs and over the legs and arms of the 
worshippers j and one morning four were found under Mr 
Williams's pillow. Shoes left out at night were certain to 
disappear, and trunks covered with skin were treated like 
the goatskin bellows. The pigs and cats together, how. 
ever, made great inroads upon the detestable vermin, and 
did much to abate the plague. 

It may here be remarked that while the male portion of 
the population of these islands was thus acquiring a practical 
acquaintance with useful handicrafts, the industrial train­
ing of the women was by no means neglected. After 
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conquering their natural indolence and love of ease, the 
female converts took kindly to needlework, and made 
themselves bonnets and garments somewhat after the 
European fashion. That they were not ungrateful for the 
trouble bestowed upon their instruction, was manifested in 
a very graceful manner during Mr Williams's excursion from 
Rarotonga to Aitutake. As the MetJ8mger of PeaJJ, was 
built immediately in front of his house, the garden had 
been broken down, most of the shrubs and fruit­
bearing trees destroyed, and quantities of l'Jlbbish heaped 
up here and there. On his return he was surprised to 
find that. the dirt had been all removed, not a shaving or 
chip remaining to mark the work that had been done. 
Paths, too, had been made by laying down large flat stones 
for curb-edging, and . filling up the interval with small 
broken pieces of coral, interspersed with black pebbles. 
On each side full-grown trees had been planted; and while 
the men repaired the garden fence, the women had :filled 
the enclosure with banana and plantain trees, bearing 
fruit ~hat would be ripe about the time their friend was 
expected to retum. "And the kind people," says Mr 
Williams, "appeared amply rewarded by observing the 
pleasure which their work afforded us." 

Of the domestic and social innovations introduced by 
the missionaries, the improvement of the native dwellings 
was perhaps the one most directly conducive to the eleva­
tion of the moral tone of the islanders. During the as­
cendency of idolatrous practices the common people lived 
in miserable huts, whose ill-thatched roofs admitted the 
rain, while they failed to exclude the noontide heat. Not 
only did the entire family herd together day and night in 
a single apartment, but their rude shelter was shared with 
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their dogs, pigs, and poultry. The earth floor was carpeted. 
with long grass that was seldom, if ever, removed, even 
when reeking with decayed ~ and vegetable matter, 
and swarming with vermin. Whenever the surface became 
utterly fllthy, a fresh layer of grass was strewn over the 
fermenting heap of decomposition, upon which the members 

. of the family and their friends sat down in circles, whether 
to converse or to take their meals. Next to the outer 
walls, which were usually nothing more than bamboo­
canes driven into the earth as close to one another as p0s­

sible, but with frequent interstices that let in light and 
air, the sleeping-mats were laid down at night-being 
rolled up during the day. . 

As there were no screens or partitions of any kind, 
men, women, and obildren slept together, destitute of 
shame and regardless of decency. In large buildings as 
many as two hundred human beings would lie down to 
rest, oftentimes without any covering at all, and never with 
anything more than a piece of native cloth thrown loosely 
over the sleeper. The chief and his wife would sleep at 
one end of the barn-like hovel, with their family next to 
them, and then their friends and attendants. The rich 
used softer mats than the poor, and would spread out four 
or five, one over the other, and sometimes these were 
placed on a. low wooden bedstead a few inches high, 
resembling a berth in a steamship. The reason assigned 
for this unwholesome and demoralising custom was the fear 
of evil spirits, which hesitated to enter a crowded apart­
ment, though always ready to seize upon and strangle a 
solitary sleeper. 

It is needless to remark that such a practice would 
have been impossible had any respect been entertained 
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for women. Not only, however, was polygamy sanctioned 
in the Georgian group, but concubinage on the most 
extensive scale was practised by the chiefs. Marriage, 
indeed, was attended with many ostentatious ceremonies ; 
but we are assured on the highest authority that neither 
party felt bound to the other any longer than the arrange­
ment might be mutually convenient and agreeable. "When 
the rank of the parties," says Mr Ellis, "was equal, they 
often separated-the husband took other wives, and the 
wife other husbands; and if the rank of the wife was in 
any degree superior to that of her husband, she was at 
liberty ~ take as many other husbands as she pleased, 
although still nominally regarded as the wife of the indi­
vidual to whom she had been first married," Female 
morality in these islands was at the lowest possible point, 
and women were treated as in all respects an unclean and 
inferior order of beings. 

Tahit~ indeed, mighthave suggested the poet's" Hill of 
Horsel," where 

The luatful q1leen, waiting damnation, holds 
Her luati&! revel!. The Queen of Bea.uty once, 
.A goddeea caJIed and worshipped in the day. 
When men their own infirmitiee adored, 
Deeming divine who in theUl8elvee BUmmed up 
The full·blown pillions of hl1manity. 
Large f&me and la.viah IIBl'Vice had she then, 
Venua yclept, of rJl.the Olympian crew 
Least continent of spirits, and moat fair. 

In the hope of imparting a seDSe of self-respect, the 
missionaries early turned their attention to the improve­
ment of the native dwellings, and especially to the intro­
duction of separate sleeping apartments. Their success at 
first was slow and paltial, but by degrees the chiefs were 
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induced to set the example of plastering the walls, of 
partitioning oft' bedrooms, of using windows, shutters, and 
doors, and of making clean, solid floors, with mortar. After 
a little while houses were built of two stories, and even 
with glazed windows. 

When Captain Gambier visited Huahine in the first 
month of 1822, he was struck with the English-like 
appearance of the village Qf Tare. "The chiefs," he 
remarks, II take a pride in building their own houses, 
which are now all after the European manner, and think 
Illeanly of themselves if they do not excel the lower classes 
in the arts necessary for the construction. Their wives also 
surpass their inferiors in making cloth. The ~ueen and 
her daughter-in-law, dressed in the English fashion, received 
us in their neat little cottage. The furniture of her house," 
he continues, II was all made on the island, and by the 
natives, with a little instruction originally from the mis­
sionaries. It consisted of sofas with backs and arms, with 
(cmet) bottoms, really very well constructed, tables and 

,. bedsteads by the same artificers. There were curtains to 
the windows made of white cloth, with dark leaves stained 
upon it for a border, which gave a cheerful and coJ)lfortable 
air to the rooms. The bedrooms were up-stairs, and were 
perfectly clean and neat. These comforts they prize 
exceedingly; and such is the desire for them, that a great 
many cottages, after the same plan, are rising up every­
where in the village." 



CHAPTER VII. 

Hen-e1's Island-Mangaia-Brutal conduct of the islanders-Their 
subsequent conversion-Partiality for rata-A providential 
disappointment-Aitutake-Step by step-Abolition of idolatry 
-Degradation of the idola-Atiu-Castaways-Bom,a..tane con. 
verted by Iu.iah-Forbids self-mutilation. 

BETWEEN five and six hundred miles to the westward of 
Tahiti lies a group of islets named by their discoverer, 
Captain Cook, after Captain Hervey, RN., one of the 
Lords of the Admiralty, subsequently created Earl of 
Bristol The Hervey, or, as they are sometimes called, 
Cook's Islands, are seven in number-Mauke, Mitiaro, 
Atiu, Mangaia, Rarotonga., Hervey's Island, and Aitutake. 
Hervey's Island consists in reality of two islets connected 
by a coral-reet: The two component. parts together 
measure about six. leagues in circumference, and when 
first discovered in 1773, ware so completely covered with 
w06d that they were over-hastily supposed to be unin­
habited. The second time he came in sight of Hervey's 
Island, in 1777, the great navigator was surprised to observe 
six or seven double canoes put off from the shore, with from 
three to six men in each. 

These natives are described as exhibiting a different 
type of countenance to that represented in the other 
islands of the same group. Their complexion was of a 
darker hue, their hair long and black, and their aspect 
as fierce and savage as that of the New Zealanders. 
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Neither did they tala" their bodies, though their dialect 
was similar to that of the Sandwich Islanders. Their 
thievish propensities appeared to be highly developed, nor 
were they wanting in a certain sort of reckless daring. 

In 1823 Mr Williams visited this island with the inten­
tion of leaving a native teacher to prepare the minds of the 
inhabitants for the reception of divine truth, but desisted 
from bis purpose on learning that the population had been 
reduced by incessant wars to sixty individuals. Some 
years later this scanty remnant had become still further 

. diminished by relentless strife to five men, three women, 
and a few children, and these were disputing which of the 
five should be king over the others. 

Captain Cook is also entitled to the honour of discover­
ing Mangaia, which he sighted for the first time in 1777. 
This island exceeds twenty miles in circumference, and is 
well wooded, but almost unapproachable by a European 
boat, by reason of the heavy surf caused by a close-fitting 
girdle of coral-reefs. The natives had long beards, and were 
tataued on the inside of their arms from the elbow to the 
shoulder, and on some other parts of the body. The lobe 
of their ears was slit to such an extent· that one of them 
stuck into it a knife and a string of beads that had· been 
given to him. A chief who ventured on board, happening 
to stumble over a goat, asked what kind of bird it was, but 
was too frightened to pay much attention to the other 
wonders that surrounded him. The population, fifty 
years ago, was estimated at between two and three 
thousand. 

When visited by Mr Williams in 1823 the islanders 
showed the greatest disinclination to hold any intercourse 
with the strange ship, which was the second that any of 

. . 
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them had. ever seen. A native teacher named Papeiha, one 
of the Raiatean converts, volunteered, however, to go ashore 
alone, in the hope of bringing about a better mutual under­
standing. There being no opening in the reef to admit of 
the passage of a boat, 'he boldly leaped into the waves and 
swam to the land. His reCeption was aU that could be 
desired. At his request the natives tied up their spears 
in bundles with their slings, and expressed their readi­
ness to receive instruction, promising protection to the 
two married teachers who had undertaken the task of 
converting them from the error of their ways. 

Papeiha accordingly, returned to the ship, and made 
such a favourable report that the teachers and their wives 
agreed to go back with him. No sooner, however, had 
they landed, than a rush was made to seize their few 
articles of property. A saw which one of them was carry­
ing was snatched from his hand and broken to pieces. 
the fragment.s being appended from the ears as ornaments. 
A box of bonnets intended for the wives of the chiefs was 
dragged through the water. The bedsteads were divided 
among as many owners as could run off with a post or 
any other portion. 

The bamboo-canes of cocoa-nut oil were speedily emptied 
of their contents, which the despoilers poured over each 
other's heads and bodies as though it were water. Two pigs, 
unknown animals in that island, were secured by a chief, 
who decorated them with his own insignia, and dedicated 
them to the gods. 

Far worse than aU this was their treatment of the 
teachers and their wives. The former were thrown on the 
ground and held down by main force, while the unfortun­
ate women were dragged through water and mire into the 
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woods, when the report of a small cannon fired from the 
ship terrified and dispersed their brutal assailants. 

Papeiha, who narrowly escaped strangulation, courage­
ously upbraided the chief for inviting them ashore among 
such savages, and told him that the Christians meant 
nothing but what was good to himself and his people. 
The chief, who had really exerted himself to keep order, 
is said to have shed tears, excusing himself, however, on 
the ground that in Mangaia "all heads being of an equal 
height," he had not the power to protect the strangers as 
he had wished to do. The teachers and their wives got 
back to the ship in a very sorry plight, their hats and 
bonnets smashed, their dresses tom to shreds, and the 
whole of their little property stolen or destroyed. A second 
attempt was out of the question, and the missionaries, 
grievously disappointed, sailed away for Atiu. 

Not many months, however, elapsed before the venture 
was successfully renewed. 'Shortly after the departure of the 
missionary ship a terrible epidemic broke out in the island, 
which spared neither youth nor old age, and showed itself 
no respecter of persons. The calamity was ascribed to the 
I< God of the strangers," who was thus taking vengeance for 
the affront offered to His servants, just as Homer attributes 
the plague that decimated the Greeks under the walls of Troy 
to the anger of the far-darting Apollo, because the daughter 
of his priest was held in shameful captivity. The hearts 
of the islanders were accordingly troubled within them, 
and they solemnly vowed that if the offended Deity would 
stay His destroying hand, they would receive kindly any 
of His worshippers who should visit them. 

While they were in this state of contrition, another 
missionary ship arrived off the island, and two unmarried 
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native teachers swam ashore, with a portion of the New 
Testament in the Tahitian tongue fastened upon their 
heads in a waterproof cover. Instead of insult, however, 
they experienced the utmost kindness, and one of them in 
particular became a great favourite with all classes. His 
death, in the third year after his arrival, had considerably 
retarded the completion of the good work, though by the 
end of May 1830 there were at least five hundred pro­
fessing Christians in the island. Unfortunately, these 
were oftentimes much harassed by the heathen, who 
threatened to burn their houses, murder their teacher, and 
turn his skull into a drinking-cup. On one occasion the 
two parties had actually encountered each other in arms 
in the open field, when the Christians lost three of their 
number, but defeated the idolaters with the loss of 
eighteen. 

.Among other questions, Mr Williams was asked if it 
were lawful to eat rats, and gaVEJ great satisfaction by reply­
ing in the affirmative, though he recommended in pre­
ference the flesh of pigs and goats. As a matter of taste, 
however, the islanders seem to have given the palm to 
the smaller animal, for when pronouncing anything to be 
supremely delicious, they declared that it was "as sweet 
as a rat." The mode of cooking was 'simple enough. After 
the hair was singed oft' on hot stones, the body was rolled 
up in palm-leaves, and baked by being placed between, 
heated stones in a hole covered over with earth. The 
Lord's day being kept by the early converts with grea.t 
strictness, no cooking was allowed, and consequently a 
cold baked rat was much esteemed, as giving a relish to 
yesterday's vegetables. 

A more serious point submitted to the missionary con-
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cerned the employment of women. To their care was 
intrusted the cultivation of the taro, a species of .A rum 
much used as food throughout the islands ef the Pacific 
Ocean. These tubers thrive best in a swampy soil, 
where the slush sometimes reaches up to the knees, and 
in which quite young girls and matrons past their prime 
were compelled to work fo1' hours at a time. Mr Wil­
liams, however, protested so strongly agaiDst such an 
unfeminine occupation, that the men at length promised 
to relieve them for the future from work so unsuitable to 
their sex, and his grateful clients celebrated their emanci­
pation by a sumptuous banquet, to which upwards of four 
hundred persons sat down. Not a single baked rat, he 
facetiously remarks, was seen on the table, though live 
rats were running about on the ground in all directions. 
This delicacy being omitted, the bill of fare consisted of 
pigs roasted whole, fish of various kinds, and a profusion 
of vegetables, washed down with spring water and cocoa­
nut milk. 

In the following year Mangaia was again visited by Mr 
Williams, in company with Mr Buzacott and the King of 
Rarotonga. These strangers arrived in time to assist at 
the opening service in a place of worship just erected by 
the joint labours of converts and idolaters. The building 
is described as of an oval form, about 120 feet in length. 
The ridge-pole, the rafters, and the eight stout square 
posts, 25 feet in height, which supported the roof, were 
beautifully carved, though the wood was exceedingly hard 
and the only tools employed were old nails, bits of iron 
hoop, and a few chisels. The congregation was computed 
at over 1500 souls, including many of the unconverted, 
who listened to the Word of God with becoming serious-
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ness and attention. . .As they nevertheless still refused to 
renoUI1ee their idolatrous practices, it was resolved to visit 
them in thei:t. ()yJl districts. In one place two or three . 
hundred came together, in holiday attire, to hear what 
these strangely persistent foreigners had. to say. " The 
females wore wreaths of entwined leaves and orna.ttl.ental 
flowel1 of varied hue, with nec:k1.ooes of berries, while thei:t 
persons were profusely anointed with scented oil j" nor 
were the men less careful to set off their persons to the 
best advantage. No immediate results, however, were 
attained at. this meeting, the aged chief merely promising to 
give the matter his serious consideration, and the others 
expressing themselves much to the same purport. In the 
meanwhile, another old chief, with many of his people, had 
gone to the settlement, where they engaged in a long and 
earnest discussion with the Rarotongan Christians, which 
lasted till after midnight. 

The last visit paid by Mr Williams to Mangaia was of 
a singularly interesting character. He had no intention 
of touching at that island, but was forced to run for it 
against his will, in consequence of contrary winds. After 
the anchor was dropped, the ship remained for some time 
seemingly unnoticed, until a solitary individual came off 
in a canoe, and reported that it was a day of fasting and 
prayer, as the heathen had threatened to attack the settle­
ment in great force on the morrow, and exterminate all 
the Christians. The latter appear to have brought this 
menace upon themselves by excess of zeal. They had 
given out that, weary of the slow progress they were 
making. they proposed to traverse the island in all 
directions, in, the confident hope that each of them 
would bring back to the' settlement at least one convert. 
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This design was easily misinterpreted, and the rumour 
went abroad among the heathen that the men of ille new 
religion were going to convert them by force. In self. 
defence, therefore, the idolaters determin:ed to appeal to 
the arbitrament of arms, and the morrow was the day 
fIxed for bringing the question to a direct issue. Recog. 
nieing the hEd of Providence in the winds which P1'o;ve 
him to Mangaia, and perceiving that not a moment was 1;0 
be loot, Mr Williams stepped into the canoe with three 
chiefs from Rarotong&, and being lifted over the reef on 
the crest of a billow, landed on a part of the island that 
happened to be uninhabited. 

For several miles they had to proceed over a rugged, 
coral beach, with the midday SUD beating vertically upon 
their heads, and in the midst of a blinding glare from the 
sea on one side and the limestone rocks on the other. 
Scaling the cliff at a point where it was nearly 200 feet in 
height, and stumbling over fragments of rock and coral 
thickly strewn over a Hat plain, the messengers of peace 
descended into a narrow valley, hemmed in by lofty and 
precipitous clift's. Ascending another hill, and entering 
another vale, they at length reached the dwelling of a fine, 
manly young chief, who readily promised to abstain from 
immediate hostilities, but declined to commit himself 
further until he had taken counsel with his allies. From 
this position he was not to be moved, even by the 
impassioned eloquence of the Rarotongan chiefs, one of 
whom seized him by the hand and exclaimed, "Rise, 
brother. 'Tear off the garb of Satan, and become a man of 
God." The missionary and his native friends then pushed 
on to the residence of the principal chief of the island, 
who came forth adorned with the barbaric insignia of his 

G 
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rank, and beckoning Mr Williams aside, inquired, " Friend, 
have you any axes t " He was answered in the affirmative, 
but reminded that more important matters must first be 
considered. This chief also was quite willing to lay down 
his arms when assured that no harm was intended him, 
and even offered to place himself at once under the instruc­
tion of the teachers, if Mr Williams would make him king. 
As this request could not be entertained for one moment, 
he declined to repair to the settlement, but set befote his 
visitors a baked pig, yams, taro, and a cocoa-nut shell of 
sea-water as a substitute for salt, pepper, and mustard. 

After supper the good missionary read a portion of 
Scripture and offered up a prayer, in which his audience 
seemed to take a reverential interest. The chiefs wife 
expressed a yearning desire to embrace the new faith; but 
it must be confessed that her motives were rather of a 
secular than spiritual character. In comparing herself 
with Christian women, she said that she felt ashamed 
because they had bonnets aud beautiful white dresses, 
while she had only .. Satan's clothes." . Then they and 
their children knew how to read and write, and do many 
other things of which she was entirely ignorant. She 
therefore begged her husband to send their children to the 
settlement, if he would ueither go himself nor a.llow her to 
go. 

Next day, on their way to the coast, the apostles of peace 
came to the house of an aged chief, who withhis brother 
had not only prepared an ample meal for their expected 
guests, but now declared their wish to become Christians. 
Placing his head on Mr Williams's knees, the old man 
said, "Begin." Being asked what he meant, he answered 
with some surprise that he wanted, of course, his hair to be 
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cut off. As the Christians cut their hair short, while the 
idolaters suffered theirs to grow long, hair-cutting came to 
be considered a preliminary rite, and it was commonly said 
that such a one had cut his hair when it waS intended to 
convey the meaning that he had abandoned the usages of 
his forefathers. 

In the end the idolatrous chiefs not only engaged 
not to molest the Ohristians, but gave penn.ission to 
as many .of their people 18 pleased to proceed to the 
settlement for instruction. Several individuals thereupon 
accompanied Mr Williams, and placed themselves under 
the native teachers, and shortly afterwa.rds the bulk of the 
population was brought to prefer light to darkness. The 
adverse wind had in truth proved itself a II ministering 
angel" 

The first island of the Hervey group that publicly 
professed Ohristianity WI8 Aitutake, measuring about 
eighteen miles in circumference, and containing a popu.1&­
tion of perhaps 2000 souls. This is the island described 
by Captain Cook in 1777, under the name of Otakootai. 
At that time, says the great navigator, there were no fixed 
habitations to be seen except a few empty huts; but under 
the .hade of some lofty trees were observed monuments 
consisting of several large stones, probably the burial­
places of deceased chieftains. It wu in the latter end of 
1821 that two natives of Raiatea-one of them the brave 
and consistent Papeiha-who had been taught by the 
missionaries the cardinal doctrines of the Christian 
religion, volunteered to attempt the conversion of the 
inhabitants of Aitutake. His own and his wife's ill-health 
having compelled Mr Williams to proceed to New South 
Wales for relaxation and change of air, advantage was 
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taken of this opportunity to convey these courageous 
volunteers to their new sphere of duty. 

The first appearance of the islanders was far from pre­
possessing, as they came off in their canoes, dancing, 
shouting, and gesticulating. "Some were tataued from 
head to foot; some were painted most fantastically with 
pipeclay and yellow and red ochre; others were smeared 
allover with charcoal" Their chief, Tamatoa, however, 
appeared delighted at the arrival of the teachers, rubbed 
noses· with them most heartily, and promised them pro­
tection and kindness. Both he and his subjects were 
much taken with the missionary's child, a fine little fellow 
about four years of age, and begged hard that he should 
be left with them and become their king. As they grew 
clamorous in their demands, and began to whisper among 
themselves, the anxious mother hastily descended into the 
cabin with her priceless treasure, having no ambition to 
found a royal dynasty in the islands of the Pacific. As 
soon as Papeiha and his colleague reached the shore, they 
were conducted to the maraes and dedicated to the 
gods. 

Not long afterwards whatever little they possessed was 
stolen from them, and thrice the island was desolated by 
the bloody strifes of rival chiefs. Still the natives 
listened with interest to their story of the creation and 
the fall of man; and when the teachers expatiated on 
the loving.kindness of God in redeeming mankind through 
the sacrifice of His own Son upon the cross, many of their 
hearers cried aloud, .. Surely this is the truth; ours is all 
deceit." 

Little more than a year after their first landing, two 
circumstances occurred which materially strengthened their 
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hands. They had frequently affirmed that a ship would 
come, bringing presents from their English friends, and to 
ascertain how they were getting on. This statement was 
generally received with incredulity, the people jeering at 
them as "two logs of driftwood dashed on shore by the 
waves of the ocean," and refusing to believe that anyone 
would ever take the trouble to inquire after their welfare. 
An excellent effect was accordingly produced when the 
promised vessel. actually made her appearance, bringing 
presents of pigs, goats, axes, and other useful articles. The 
animals were especially acceptable, as previously the only 
quadrupeds on the island were "a few millions of rats," 
and at the time of Captain Cook's visit the only animals 
seen were two species of lizards-one small, but of " a most 
forbidding aspect." The good faith shown by the preachers 
in this matter exercised a remarkable influence upon the 
people, who expressed a vehement desire to forsake their 
old ways. Tamatoa's grandfather, however, would COUDe 

tenance no innovations, and insisted upon completing an 
idolatrous ceremony in which he was engaged. During its 
lengthened celebration a favourite daughter fell ill and 
died, notwithstanding his incessant prayers and valuable 
offerings. Enraged by the inefficacy of his own and the 
priests' invocations, the chief sent his son to set fire to his 
marae, which was soon burnt to the ground, involving in 
its destruction two neighbouring maraes. 

On the Sunday after the maiden's death the idols of 
several diatricts were thrown down at the teachers' feet; 
and before another week had elapsed, the islanders declared 
with one accord that " Jehovah reigneth." • 

On the third Sunday in December 1822, the entire 
adult population of Aituta.ke assembled beneath the 
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spreading boughs of a stately grove, CI whose interwoven 
leaves and thick foliage were at intervals penetrated by 
the rays of the sun, while the cooling breeze from the ocean 
swept softly among the branches.-

On the following day a public meeting was held, at 
which it was unanimously resolved that every marae in the 
island should be consumed by fire, that the idols should be 
collected and forwarded to Mr Williams's headquarters at 
Raiatea, and' that a building should be erected and set 
apart for the worship of the one true God. Nor were 
these resolutions suffered to remain unfulfilled. The marae8 

were that same day consigned to the flames; the idols on 
the morrow were carried in procession to the teachers' 
housel, and flung on the ground; and the erection of a 
building for public worship was at once taken in hand. 

Such was the position of affairs when Messrs Williams 
and Bourne arrived off the island on their way to Raro­
tonga, then only known by name. Ignorant of the blessed 
change that had taken place within the short space or 
eighteen months, the missionaries approached the shore 
with considerable caution, though nothing could be more 
friendly than the greetings of the natives, many of whom 
stood up in their canoes, crying out, "Good is the Word of 
God. It is now well with Aitutake. The good Word has 
taken root at Aitutake." To inspire more confidence, they 
held up their spelling-books, and pointed to their European­
shaped hats, as an outward and visible sign of conversion. 
The joyful news was soon confirmed by the chiefs and by 
t~e teachers themselves, and the missionaries on landing 
were conducted to the new chapel, just finished, but not 
yet opened for divine service. 

It was a spacious building, nearly two hundred feet in 
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length, by thirty in width, wattled and plastered, and 
contained a square pulpit made of the same materials as the 
walls. The teachers' cottage was also neatly plastered, and 
divided into five rooms, and was being imitated as a model 
by the islanders. In eighteen months one of the wildest 
tribes to be found in the South Seas had become " mild 
and docile, diligent and kind." On the following day the 
chapel was opened in due form; and it may well have been 
" a delightful sight to behold from 1500 to 2000 people 
just emerged from heathenisPl, of the most uncultivated 
appearance, some with long beards, others decorated with 
gaudy ornaments, but all behaving with the greatest 
decorum, and attending, with glistening eyes and open 
mouth, w the wonderful story, that • God so loved the 
world, as to give His only-begotten Son.' " 

Only eighteen months before, these very men, who were 
now met together w offer up prayer and thanksgiving to the 
God of love and peace, were engaged in incessant strife, and 
feasted upon the bodies of the slain. In a walk through 
the settlement the missionaries came upon two gods support­
ing upon their heads the roof of a cooking-house. These 
they purchased for two fish-hooks, the owner substituting 
other props, and giving a kick to the senseless logs as they lay 
upon the ground, .. There, your reign is at an end," being his 
appropriate comment. Thirty-one gods, or bundles of gods, 
all that had escaped destruction, were carried on board the 
.essel, and subsequently conveyed w Raiatea, hanging in 
derision from the yard-arms, where at the request of an 
Aitutake chieftain they were burned to cook food, in order 
that the people of England might never know how great 
had been his folly. 

From Aitutake the missionaries sailed in search of 
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Rarotong&. U' yet hardly " a geographical expression j " but 
after a ;.;reek's cruise, having failed to sight it, they made 
for ·Yaugaia, their signal discomfiture at whica island 
has already been related. Thence they proceeded to 
"till, called Wateeoo by Captain Cook, by whom it was 
dieeovered in 1777. This is an island of comparatively 
low altitude, about twenty miles in circumference, and 
containing, fifty years ago, perhaps 2000 inhabitants. 
Ie It is a beautiful spot," writes the great navigator, 
"with a surface covered with verdure, and composed of 
hills and plains." Having never before seen a European 
ship, the islanders, though not unfriendly or indisposed to 
hold intercourse, were too much astonished by the whole 
to pay particular attention to details. Nothing could 
induce them to approach the cows and horses, while the 
sheep and goats they took to be birds. 

The most remarkable incident, however, connected with 
the discovery of this island was Omai's meeting with 
three natives of the Society Islands. A party of twenty 
persons, male and female, had embarked in a large canoe 
at Tahiti with the intention of crossing over to Raiatea, 
but had been driven out of their course by contrary winds. 
Their scanty stock of provisions being soon exhausted, 
sixteen of their number perished from want of food. The 
next misfortune they encountered was the upsetting of 
their boat, but the four survivors contrived to keep afloat 
by hanging on to its sides, until they were seen, some 
days later, by the people of Atiu, some of whom put off in 
canoes, and rescued them from death by drowning. One 
of the four subsequently died, and the others having been 
settled on the island for fully twelve years, decRned 
to accept a passage to their native islaads. They had 
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drifted six Bundred mlles in IUl open boar, ... wisely 
preferred tb enjoy their present lot to again tempttn~ 1be 
dangers ~f winds and ~aves. Their adventure, however, 
as Captain Cook observes, satisfactorily explains "how 
the detached parts of the world, and in particular the 
islands of the Pacific Ocean, may have been first peopled. 
those especially which lie at a considerable distance from' 
each other, or from any inhabited continent." 

A few months previous to the arrival of the English 
missionaries two native teachers had landed on Atiu, and 
experienced the worst possible treatment. Their property 
had been stolen, themselves neglected and starved, and 
the prospect of converting the idolatrous islanders 
appeared exceedingly remote. As the missionary ship 
approached the land, Roma-tane, the principal chief, came 
oft' in a state canoe, and was heartily welcomed as he 
stepped on board. He was then led aside by the grand­
father of the young King of Aitutake, who had volunteered 
to accompany the missionaries to Rarotonga, and urged to 
seek forgiveness of his sins from the only true God, 
through the merits and intercession of Jesus Christ. 
These exhortations he strengthened by showing his brother 
chieftain the gods of Aitutake lying huddled together in 
the hold, and prevailed upon him to remain in the vessel 
all night. The following day being Sunday, divine service 
was perf~rmed, to which Roma-tane listened with earnest 
attention, especially to Isaiah's denunciation of the folly of 
idol-makers. .. He burneth part thereof in the fire; with 
part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is 
satisfied; yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am 
warm, I have seen the fire: and the residue thereof he 
maketh a god, ~wen his graven image; he falleth down 
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unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, 
Deliver me, for thou art my God." 

For the first time Roma-tane was struck with the 
absUl'dity of using the same materials for making a god 
and making a fire in his cooking-house. For some time 
he sat astonied and silent. Nearly all night long he 
was engaged in eager discussion with the chieCs and 
teachers from .Aitutake. Ever and again he would spring 
to his feet and stamp on the deck, with rage and wonder 
at.hie. own blindness and infatuation, exclaiming, cr Eyes, 
it is true, they have, but wood cannot see; eaTS they have, 
but wood cannot hear." He was resolved, therefore, to 
lose no time in burning his matrae8, destroying his idols, 
and building a house for the worship of Jehovah. This 
intention he repeated on the following morning to the 
English missionaries, but consented to accompany them 
in the first instance to the small neighbouring islands of 
Mitiaro and Manke, which also acknowledged his suprem­
acy. As a proof of his sincerity in tuming from the 
barbarous rites of his ancestors, he strictly forbade the 
people of Atiu to cut and disfigure themselves on account 
of his absence. To ,indicate grief, it was the custom of the 
South Sea Islanders to gash themselves with instruments 
made of a small cane about foUl' inches in length, with 
five or six shark's teeth let in on opposite sides. Every 
woman on her marriage procured one of these implements 
of torture, with which they would cut themselves in a 
frenzied manner till the blood streamed down their face 
and neck. The men also would cut themselves with 
knives, or strike violent blows upon themselves with stones 
and clubs. The greater the sorrow, the more horrible 
were these self-mutilations. On the death of a chief, for 
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instance, the women tore their hair, gashed their temples, 
cheek~, and breast with shark's teeth, and struck their 
heads with stones. The men, in like manner, would cut 
oft' a finger, or knock out a tooth; while both sexes 
mingled their loud wailings and lamentations, and alto­
gether conducted themselves as if utterly demented. .AJJ 
a first step towards an improvement of socia1life, Roma­
tane prohibited all demonatrations of this kind in reference 
to his temporary absence from Atiu. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THB HERVEY ISLANDS. 

Jtfitiaro-Hauke-Captain Byron'. visit to Mauke-Providential 
escape of a boat's crew from starvation-Conv8lllion of Atiu­
Mr Williams's escape from drowning-Discovery of Rarotonga 
-Hakea-Ill-treatment of the teachers' wivee-Papeiha's de­
votedne8lr-Partial conversion of the Rarotongana-Des~ction 
of the idols-Penal code framed-Murderous plot in Raiatea­
Punishment for theft in Rarotonga-New laWl-Opposition of 
the women to innovations-An epidemic-A hurricane-Five 
warning calamities-Fruita of adversity-Intemperance at 
Raiatea-Final triumph of Chriatianity in Rarotonga. 

To object which the missionaries had in view in pro­
ceeding to Mitiaro was greatly furthered by the king's 
presence on board their boat. The people, however, were 
not a little astonished when he commanded them to destroy 
their marae8 and false gods, and place themselves under 
the instructions of the teacher who was about to reside 
among them. Would not the gods strangle them, they 
asked, if treated with disrespect t In reply, they were told 
to fear nothing, but commit to the flames even the god 
named "Great Ears," whose chief priest was the king 
himself. Roma-tane fUItber desired that the house 
which was being built for his own residence should be 
converted into a house of prayer to the Christians' God. 
Mitiaro is the smallest island in the group, not much more 
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than twelve miles in circumference, and the population 
had quite recently been reduced by an invasion to scarce 
a hundred souls. 

Twenty miles north-east of Mitiaro is another small 
island, about fifteen miles in circumference, named Mauke, 
the inhabitants of which, with the exception of ab~ut three 
hundred, had been put to the sword only three years 
previous to the arrival of the missionaries. The extermi­
nator of the peoples of both these islands was the same 
Roma-tane who now came to them with words of love and 
universal brotherhood, and in the first European ship that 
was ever seen from those shores. Here, as at Mitiaro, the 
chief's mandate was sufficient for the immediate over­
throw of the ancient superstitions and obscene customs. 
A native teacher and his wife were accordingly weloomed 
in a kindly manner, and implicitly obeyed in all things 
relating to the new religion. 

When Lord Byron arrived off Mauke in H.M's ship 
Blonds, in 1825, he was at first disposed to look 
upon himself as a discoverer, but was agreeably un­
deceived by receiving a visit from two individuals, 
who produced a written oertificate from the Tahitian 
branch of the London Missionary Society, qualifying 
them to act as teachers in this island. He was still more 
surprised on being conducted to two of the prettiest 
whitewashed cottages imaginable-the dwellings of the 
missionaries. "The inside of their dwellings," he continues, 
"corresponded with their exterior neatness. The 1l00rs 
were boarded; there were a sofa and some chairs of native 
workmanship; windows, with venetian shutters, rendered 
the apartments cool and agreeable. The rooms were 
divided from each other by screens of tapa, and the floor 
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was covered with coloured varnished tapa., resembling 
oilcloth. We were exceedingly struck with the appearance 
of elegance and cleanliness of all around us, as well as 
with the modest and decorous behaviour of the people, 
especially the women." The church is described as 
standing" on rising ground, about four hundred yards from 
the cottages. A fence, composed of the trunks of cocoa­
nut trees, surrounds the area in which it stands. Its form 
is oval, and the roof is supported by foui' pillars, which 
bear up the ridge. It is capable of containing two hundred 
persons. Two doors and twelve windows give it light and 
air; the pulpit and reading-desk are neatly carved and 
painted with a variety of pretty designs, and the benches 
for the people are arranged neatly round.n 

A great change had clearly taken place since the arrival 
of the missioDary ship, when the natives were so much 
astonished at the outward appearance of the Buropeans 
that they took hold of their hands, smelt them, turned up 
their sleeves, and expressed delight at the whiteness of 
their English skins,· concluding thence that they must be 
great chiefs. The goats also were objects of wonder, and 
they called to one another to come and look at the atrange 
"birds with great teeth upon their heads." 

The conversion of the people of Atiu was accelerated by 
the arrival of a small missionary boat that, in proceeding 
from Tahiti to Raiatea, was driven out of her course, and 
for six weeks drifted to and fro until finally it reached 
Atiu. The crew were indebted for their lives to a little 
pot of rice which a friend had sent to Mrs Williams. This 
they ate grain by grain, "moistening their mouths by 
dipping the fibrous husk of the cocoa-nut in oil, and 
thoroughly masticating it." Notwithstanding the pangs 
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of hunger, they actually allowed a large fish to escape 
which they could easily have caught, had they not feared 
to desecrate the Lord's day. During all this dreadful time 
they never ceased reading the Scriptures, singing hymns, 
and praying to God to save them from the manifold perils 
of the deep. .As soon as they had partially recovered from 
their state of exhaustion, these single-minded men assisted 
in the work of instructing the people of the island, the 
most obstinate of whom now cast away their idols, ex­
claiming, II Now we know that this religion is true, for 
these people could not have come here to deceive us. 
They were driven by the waves of the ocean, and !lehold, 
they have their books with them; and the God to whom 
they prayed has preserved them." 

In 1833 Measrs Williams and Bartf opened a new 
chapel capable of containing 1500 worshippers, and ad­
ministered the Sacrament to twenty communicants, in­
cluding the zealous Boma-tane. The islanders were 80 

anxious to obtain a saving knowledge of gospel truth that 
they would not suffer both the missionaries to be asleep at 
the same time. .AJJ soon as one was overcome, they roused 
the other; and in this way they" were employed, alter­
nately, during the nights, teaching them to sing, and 
explaining io them passages of Scripture which they 
had noted for that purpose." On Mr Williams's next 
visit he experienced one of the disagreeable adventures 
incidental to a missionary career. In going oft' from the 
shore to his ship, the boat was upset, and being caught in 
a whirlpool, he sank to a great depth, and feared that he 
would never again reach the surface. When at last he got 
his head. above water, he struck out for the reef, and with 
the assistance of two natives, who sprang into the sea to 
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help him, he escaped with a ducking. And this was the 
sixth time he had been in danger of drowning. 

After conveying RomWane back to A.tiu, after his useful 
. excursion to Mitiaro and Mauke, the missionaries proSEr 

cuted their search for the hitherto unknown island of 
Rarotonga, and were at last rewarded for their perseverance 
just as they were about to aba.ndon· the enterprise in 
despair. This is the largest of the Hervey Islands, 
measuring thirty miles in circumference, and containing, 
in 1823, a population exceeding 6000 souls. The lofty 
mountl!ins, the picturesque rocks, and the luxuriant 
valleys, excited the admiration and gratitude of their pious 
discoverers. Two native teachers-one of whom, Papeiha, 
was a host in himself-immediately landed in company 
with one of the natives of the island to whom they had 
given a free passage from Aitutake. On explaining the 
object of their coming, the teachers were much applauded. 
and the king went oft' in person to the ship, where he met 
with one of his female cousins. The two relatives, after 
rubbing noses, fell on each other's necks and wept. Makea, 
the king, is described as a fin~ manly barbarian, six feet in 
height, stout, and of noble aspect. His body was .. beauti­
fully tataued, and slightly coloured with a preparation 
of turmelic and ginger, which gave it a light-orange tinge, 
and, in the estimation of the Rarotongans, added much to 
the beauty of his appearance." 

Relying upon his assurances of protection, the teachers 
. and their wives, with Papeiha and the native passengers 

from Aitutake, went ashore with the king, while the 
ship stood off for the night. Bitter was the dis­
appointment of the missionaries when the teachers came 
oft' with their wives on the following morning. A 
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neighbouring chief, who had wrested the greater part 
of the island from Makea, insisted upon adding one of 
the Ohristian women to the nineteen wives he already . 
posseued, and was only foiled in his attempt to carry 
her off by the determined resistance made by Makea's 
female cousin. In the struggle, however, the dresses of 
the Christians were .tora to tatters, and their appearance 
altogether was doleful and distressing. The chiefs gen­
erally were desirous that the teachers Ihould remain to 
instruct them, but plainly declared their intention to appro­
priate their wives. In this emergency Papeiha volunteered 
to remain on the island with the small party of Obristianised 
natives who had. been brought from Aitutake, but wisely 
left his property on board. Four months later he was 
joined by his friend Tiberio from Raiatea, by which time he 
had made good his footing; and little more than a year 
after the discovery of the island the entire population were 
engaged in building a church 600 feet in length. 

One of the causes which contributed to this happy result 
was the arrival, by lome means or other, of a heathen 
woman from Tahiti, who expatiated on the wonderful 
benefits her countrymen had received from the Oookees­
as Europeans were called, after Oaptain Oook. She spoke 
of the knives, scissors, hatchets, and other useful articles 
that were now common among them, and inft8.DI:ed her 
hearers with.a burning desire to become wortby of similar 
favours. The king, Makea, even named one of his children 
Jehovah (PiMDah), and another Jesus Christ (Pelteetry), 
while his uncle erected an altar to the Father and the Son, 
to which all maunef of sick and infirm persons were 
bl'Ollght io be healed of their diseases. As the light 
gradually dawned upon their minds these errors were 

H 
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amended, and within two years after Papeiha's coming 
amongst them, Mr Boume felt justified in saying that the 
attention of the Rarotongaus II to the means of grace, their 
regard to family and private prayer, equals whatever has 
been witnessed at Tahiti and the neighbouring islands." 

On Sunday, 6th May 1827, Messrs Williams and Pit­
man, with their respective wives, landed in the midst of 
a great concourse of people, the women dressed in wbite 
cloth garments, and wearing bonnets, while the men also 
were decently appareled, even to European-shaped hats of 
light materials. The three miles' passage from the ship 
to the shore was accomplished not without considerable 
danger, the sea running high, and the boat so leaky that 
one of the ladies bad to sit in the bottom and bale out the 
water. On the tbird moming the sbip was obliged to put 
out to sea, the two missionaries taking ashore as mueh as 
they could put into the crazy old tub. Their position was 
decidedly an unenviable one. They were six or seven 
miles from land in a stormy sea, with th& wind blowing a 
gale, and with only two oars to propel their deeply-laden 
boat. Fortunately, a large double canoe went to their 
rescue, and after several hours of hard rowing. they reached 
the land in safety. Here tbey remained twelve months, 
and were instrumental in bringing the islanders to a more 
correct appreciation of the spirit of Christianity. 

A few days after their arrival, while they were seated 
outside their bouse, a procession approached bearing on 
their shoulders fourteen idols, the smallest of which was 
fifteen feet in length. It Each of these was composed of a 
piece of aito. or ironwood, about four inches in diameter, 
carved with rude imitations of the l.luman head at one 
end, and with an obscene figure at the other, wrapped 
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round with Jlative cloth until it became two or three 
yards in circumference. Near the wood were red feathers, 
and a string of small pieces of polished pearl shells, which 
were said to be the soul of the god." In the course of the 
next two months the chiefs and people, working in unison, 
erected a place of worship 150 feet in length and 60 in 
width, well plastered, and fitted up throughout with seats. 
While Mr Pitman was engaged in showing a chief how to 
fasten a window-sill, a man working on the roof acciden­
tally let go a heavy piece of timber, which struck the 
missionary on the head, and laid him s~seless on the 
ground. Happily no bones were broken, nor any serious 
injmy sustained. 

Although very properly averse from interfering with 
political institutions of any kind, the South Sea mission­
aries were in some measure compelled to assist in framing 
a penal code consistent with the humane principles of the 
religion they were labouring to introduce. The first time 
their opinion was asked, was after the detection of a con­
spiracy among some wild, dissolute young men of Raiatea 
to murder Messrs Williams and Threlkeld and tbe friendly 
chief Tamatoa. The first of these three was in the habit 
of proceeding every second or third Sunday to the neigh­
bouring island of Tabaa, and his boatmen, who belonged 
to the plot, had arranged to throw him into the sea on the 
next occasion, while tbeir associates on shore despatched 
the two others. It providentially happened, however, 
that the boat, having been fresb painted, was unfit for the 
voyage, and consequently the desired opportunity did not 
present itself. The conspirators therefore resolved to 
have recourse to still more desperate measures, and on the 
following day one of them, fantasticall, attired, and 
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brandishing & formidable knife, began to dance before the 
mission-house, shouting aloud, "Turn out the hog, let us 
kill him; tum out the pig, let us cut his throatl" .Annoyed 
by the fellow's insolence, Mr Williams was going out to 
order him oft; when one of the native deacons rushed into 
the house and thrust him back, telling him that he was 
the pig that was doomed to slaughter, and revealing the 

. plot that had failed on the previous day. The effect of 
this alarm upon Mrs Williams was the premature birth and 
speedy death of an infant. The chiefs seem to have behaved 
very well on this sad occasion,' for they proposed to put the 
four ringleaders to death, and it was with great difficulty 
they were induced to commute the capital sentence for one 
of four years' banishment to an uninhabited island. 

Many inquiries were thereupon made as to the manner 
of dealing with crimes in England, and the result was a 
simple code of laws, and the introduction of trial by jury. 
The terrible and capricious severity with which theft was 
visited in Rarotonga led to the adoption of a similar code. 
Not only was it the custom in that island for the aggrieved 
party ud his friends to retaliate on the offender to the 
extent of carrying oft' everything of a portable nature, but 
they would even pull down his house, cut down his trees, 
and lay waste his garden. The thief was even liable to 
be murdered on the spot if caught in the act i and in some 
iustances the body was hewn in pieces, and the ghastly 
fragments hung up on the nearest trees. .A. child, eight 
years of age, being detected while stealing some food, was 
flung into the sea with a heavy stone tied to his leg, and 
would inevitably have been drowned had not a native 
teacher plunged in and saved him. Such barbarous 
penalties being plainly at variance with the tenor of their 
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new religion, the chiefs applied to the missionaries for 
advice, and in the end a scale of punishments was arranged 
calculated to repress crime without trenching upon cruelty 
and personal vindictiveness. But it was not only with 
what is universally recognised, as criminal that it was 
necessary to deal Some of the social institutions of the 
Rarotongans were an offence against religion and civfiisa.. 
tion. Plurality of wives, for instance, was clearly incom- • 
patible with the profession of Christianity; and although 
the chief4 readily promised to put away all their female 
companions s~ve one, they afterwards pretended that they 
understood the separation was only of a temporary char­
acter, or that the selection they had made disappointed 
them. Then, iIi accordance with a truly abominable usage, 
as soon as a son attained to maturity, he would fight or 
wrestle with his father for the possession of the paternal 
farm, and, if successful, would tum his parent out to shift 
for himself as best he could. A.gain, a. widow was 
usually despoiled of her deceased husband's property by 
his nearest relatives, and left, with her children, without 
house or land. Yet another barbarous custom, which went 
by the name of land-eatiug, was the general adoption of 

" The good old rule, the simple plan, 
That they should. ta\e who have the power, 

And they should keep who can." 

The female portion of the community, whose social 
position was so eminently improved by the abolition of 
the old customs, were at first the most vehemently opposed 
to the new system of faith and works. While one of the 
inferior ehiefs was engaged in destroying his manu and 
its idols, the women indulged in loud and frantic 



118 Missionary Life in the Southern Seas. 

lamentations. Many of them in1licted horrible wounds 
upon themselves with sharp shells and shark's teeth, and 
ran about besmeared with their own blood, while others 
blackened their skins with charcoal and wailed aloud over 
their fallen gods. Nothing, perhaps, conduced more 
directly to the dift'usion of Ohristianity over this island 
than the clemency shown after a battle to the prisoners 
taken from the vanquished idolaters. . Instead of being 
sacrificed to the gods, and feasted upon by the victors, 
they were merely advised to embrace the new religion 
and were then set at liberty. Overcome by this practical 
proof of its excellence, they brought their idols to the 
teachers and became their disciples. The treatment they 
expelienced was, indeed, a contrast to the ancient mode of 
disposing of prisoners. Female captives were commonly 
put to death lest they should give birth to a generation of 
avengers. Spears were passed through the ears of little 
children, who were then led to the maraes. In quite 
recent times, when a warrior was struck down, the con­
queror smashed his skull and took out a portion of the 
brains, which he placed upon leaves of the breado-fruit tree, 
and offered to his god as a foretaste of the victim. 

In Rarotonga the women were habitually regarded as 
an inferior order of beings. There were several kinds of 
food which they were not permitted to taste, nor were they 
allowed to dwell under the same roof with their husbands. 
This inequality, of course, vanished under the Ohristian 
dispensation, and the first-fruits of female emancipation 
were gathered by their husbands in the tender sympathy 
and assiduous nursing they experienced during an epidemic 
that shortly afterwards raged in the island. Some years, 
however, elapsed before the Rarotongans thoroughly com-
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prehended the true principles of the pure religion they had 
agreed to profess. 

At the close of 1830, Mr Buzacott had reason to com­
plain of the incivility and haughtiness of Make&. Supplies 
of food ran short, and notwithstanding the new penal 
code, the property of the missionaries was frequently 
pilfered. The schoolhouse was twice burnt down, and 
several dwellings were maliciously fired. This trial passed 
over, but only to be succeeded by a fearful epidemic that 
mowed down the people by hundreds. The disease appears 
to have originated with a vessel that touched at the island; 
and it is remarked that the. first intercourse between 
Europeans and South Sea natives has always been attended 
with the introduction of fever, dysentery, or some other 
fatal sickness, even though the ship that conveyed the 
germs of these diseases might be in the enjoyment of a 
perfectly clean bill of health. And when the plague was 
stayed, many of the evil customs were revived that had 
for a time been discontinued. The missionaries, however, 
acted with commendable energy, and succeeded in con­
vincing the backsliders of their folly and wickedness. 
Makea alone of the principal chiefs remained obdurate, 
and his conduct seems throughout to have Jeen marked by 
waywardness and inconsistency. 

Only a fortnight later a terrible hurricane burst over the 
island, blowing down houses, uprooting the stateliest trees, 
and laying waste the luxuriant gardens. The JL ~ertg8r 
of Peace, the vessel built by Mr Williams, w8slifted bodily 
over a swamp, and deposited several hundred yards inland, 
in tlle midst of a grove of chestnut. trees. The chapels, 
schoolrooms, mission-houses, and fully a thousand native 
dwellings were unroofed, rent asunder, and levelled with 
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the ground. II Every particle of food in the island," writes 
an eyewitness, "was destroyed. Sca.rce1y a banana or a 
plantain tree was left, 'either on, the plains, in the valleys, 
or upon the mountains; hundreds of thousands of which, 
on the preceding day. covered and adorned the land with 
their foliage and fruit. Thousands of stately bread-fruit, 
together with immense chestnut and other huge trees, that 
had withstood the storms of ages, were laid prostrate on 
the ground, and thrown upon each other in the wildest 
confusion. Of those that were standing, many were branch. 
less, and all leafless. So great and so general wp the 
destruction that no spot escaped; for the gale veered 
gradually round the island and performed most effectually 
its devastating commission." This fearful storm occurred 
on the 23d of December 1831, and was accepted by the 
people as a judgment upon them for having returned to 
the evil ways of their ancestors. Some, however, were 
"ffected in exactly the opposite sense, and ascribed to their 
offended gods the series of calamities with which they had 
been visi~d since their renunciation of idolatry. First of 
all, ther& was the sore sickness of 1827; then the desolat. 
ing pestilence of 1830'; after that, the loftiest mountain in 
the island was struck by lightning, and its forests burned 
fot' a fortnight; next eame a plague of caterpillars and of 
a speci~ of mantis, the former devouring their taro, the 
latter their cocoa-nut trees j and finally this hurricane. 
The ~ajority, however, were disposed to bow before the 
chastening hand of Jehovah, and to acknowledge that 
they had deserved the evils which had befallen them. 

At a public meeting, which was held immediately after 
the last calamity, it was resolved at once to erect a tem­
porary place of worship, to repair the shattered dwelling 
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of the chief, and to build a new house for Mr Buzacott. 
An aged native also addre8sed the assembly in a very 
admirable manner, taking for his text Luke iii 17, 
I! Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughly purge 
His :floor, and will gather the wheat into His gamer; but 
the chaff· He will burn with fire unquenchable." After 
dwelling at some length upon the warnings that had been 
vouchsafed to them, he wamed his hearers not to further 
tempt Divine justice by continued contumacy, lest a worse. 
thing should happen unto them. And he wound up blt 
showing that thus far judgment had been tempered with' 
mercy. "True," he exclaimed, .. our food is all destroyed, 
but our lives are spared; our houses are all blown down, 
but our wives and children have escaped j our large new 
chapel is a heap of ruins, and for this I grieve most of all, 
yet we have a God to worship; our schoolhouse is washed 
away, yet our teachers are spared to us; and," holding 
up a portion of the New Testament, "we have still this 
precious .book to instruct us." 

Fortunately Mr Williams had received a cask of iron­
mongery from some friends at Birmingham, which enabled 
him to supply the chiefs with saws, axes, &Ild other tools, . 
so that· in an incredibly short space of time the 'wreck 
was cleared away, and temporary dwellings run up all over 
the island. To that energetic missionary the effects of the 
hurricane were truly lamentable. Having lost six inf~ts 
at Raiatea, and expecting very shortly to be blessed with a 
seventh, his wife had accompanied him on this excursion in 
the hope that the climate of Rarotonga might prove more 
favourable. The alarm and danger she underwent during 
the wild raging of the cyclone, however, caused her to be 
prematurely delivered of a still-bom babe, and for some 
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hours the life of the mother also trembled in the balance. 
The islanders on this occasion exhibited warm sympathy. 
They could hardly, indeed, have failed to be touched 
by the self-denial of this estimable couple, who may be 
almost said to have offered up seven of their own children 
in the hope of bringing the heathen to repentance, and to 
the knowledge of the one true religion. Makea and all 
his people came to condole with them; and not one 
appeared empty-handed, notwithstanding the great losses 
they had thflmselves just sustained. Some of the women, 
too, laid their simple presents at Mrs Williams's feet, and 
wept over her. At a later period, when Mr Buzacott lost 
his little girl, the entire popUlation went into deep mourn­
ing, as a token of respect for their resident missionary. 

The next few months were passed in working at trans­
lations of Holy Writ, until the people were at leisure to 
assist in repairing the Messenger of Peace, in lifting her 
out of the hole into which she had settled, and in launching 
her once more upon the waters of the Pacific. At last she 
was again scudding on her usual errand of love 'and good­
will to men, and arrived in Raiatea at a most opportune 
moment. In consequence of Mr Williams's long absence 
and the death of Tamatoa, whose son was an exceedingly 
dissipated young man, the people had given way to 
intemperance, and in addition to the spirits obtained 
from trading ships, some twenty stills were in active 
operation. By the adoption of energetic measures, how­
ever, further mischief was speedily prevented j the stills 
were destroyed, and orderly habits re-established. The 
Messenger of Peace then returned to Rarotonga with a 
cargo of American flour, general provisions, and several 
head of horses, asses, and cattle. The live stock throve 
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well, and materially improved the condition of the islanders. 
Por very many years the early missionaries never tasted 
beef, and when at last an ox was killed, and a party 
assembled to enjoy the novelty, not one of them could 
endure either the taste or the smell of the meat; and a 
lady burst into tears at the thought of losing hp.l relish 
for the roast beef of Old England. 

By 1833 Rarotonga had become professedly a Christian 
island. Upwards of 2000 children attended the three 
principal schools, many of whom wrote their own language 
with both 1tuency and propriety. The supply of English 
slates proving wholly insufficient, the boys brought down 
flakes of stone from the mountains, the surface of which 
they rubbed smooth with sand and coral, afterwards • 
staiIiiDg them with the purple juice of the mountain­
plantain. Some even cut these stones into a square shape, 
and fitted them into wooden frames; while the spines of 
the echinus, or sea-urchin, softened by fire, were found 
to be good substitutes for slate-peneils. The missionary­
houses were also extremely comfortable, and even pictu­
resque, surrounded with fruit-trees, and provided with 
productive gardens. The lesson of the hurricane of 1831 
had not been thrown away. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE AUSTRAL ISLANDS: SAVA.GE ISLAND. 

Rapa-Savage inhabitants-Visited by Mr Ellis-Their rapid con­
veraion-Raivavai, or High Island-Christianity easily intro­
dueed-Tubuai-Reclaimed from idolatry-Rimatara.,...Emanei­
pation of the women-Rurutu-Salutary e1Jeeta of an epidemic 
- Overthrow of idolatry - Savage :wand - Ferocity of the 
inhabitant&. 

SA.ILING from New Zealand to Tahiti, towards the close of 
1791, Vancouver discovered an island, called by the natives 
Rap&, the most southerly of the 81:Oup named by Malte 
Brun the Austral Islands. It is probably about twenty 
miles in circumference, well wooded and watered, and 
enjoys a healthy and temperate climate. The mountains 
in the interior are singularly rugged and picturesque, 
having the appearance from the sea of a range of 
cylindrical columns. When :first discovered, and for 
many years afterwards, the natives were unmitigated 
savages, and were estimated by Vancouver at about 1500. 
There is some reason to believe that in 1826 the popula­
tion was not less than 2000; but three years later their 
numbers had been reduced by a fatal epidemic to not 
more than 500. Though idolaters, they do not appear to 
have offered human sacrifices to their gods; nor were their 
chiefs much addicted to wars among themselves. Their 
principal idol, Paparua, was formed of cocoa-nut husk, 
curiously braided, and shaped like a cylinder, smaller at 
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the two ends than in the middle, and from two to three 
inches in length. Another idol, named Poere, was made 
of stone, from twelve to fifteen inches long, and was fixed 
in the ground. The favour of these and the other gods 
was usually propitiated by offerings of fish. 

A European ship in 1815 being becalmed oft'this island, 
fifty of the natives sprang into the sea, and seizing hold of 
" hawser that happene(l to be trailing astern, endeavoured 
by swimming to drag the vessel ashore, at the same time 
shouting to their companions to come and help them. 
The noise they made attracted the attention of the crew; 
but it was with great difficulty the rope was drawn in, 
one of the sailors leaning over the stern and menacing the 
savages with a cutlass as they approached the ship. 

Two years later, Rapa was visited by Mr Ellis, and at 
one time it seemed as if the islanders intended to take 
forcible possession of the vessel. At first they were 
reluctant to go on board until a chief had set the example. 
They then swarmed up the sides, and attempted to steal 
whatever they could lay their hands upon. One gigantic 
ruffiau seized a lad standing near the gangway, and tried 
to lift him from the deck. Failing in this, he caught tlte 
cabin boy, who was rescued by the sailors after a severe 
struggle. Another took up in his arms a fierce ship dog, 
cowed by the uproar; and when he found that it w;as 
chained to the kennel, he attempted to move that also. 
Baffled by the nails which secured it to the deck, he let 
go the dog and pounced upon a kitten, with which he 
sprang over the bulwark into the sea. It was then judged 
necessary to clear the deck of such dangerous guests, and in 
this work the dog co-operated not only by furiously barking, 
but by tearing the leg of an islander who passed within 
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his reach. Some of them had their fingers severely cut 
by ignorantly clutching the blades of the long clasp-knives 
with which the sailors threatened the most refractory and 
obstinate. 

Nothing was gained, therefore, by this visit; nor was 
any further attempt made to humanise these savages until 
1825, in which year a. Tahitian cutter brought two of them 
to that island. Their first alarm being dispelled by the 
kindness they experienced, and their wonder excited by 
the evidences of an incipient civilisation that met them 
on all sides, they were easily induced to attend the schools 
and places of public worship, and even acquired a know­
ledge of the alphabet. A.fter a short time they returned 
in the same cutter to Rapa, loaded with presents and" 
accompanied by two Tahitians. The latter were so charmed 
with their reception, and gave such a favourable account 
of the people, that in the following year Mr Davies pro­
ceeded to Rapa in person, taking with him two Tahitian 
teachers and their wives, a schoolmaster, a mechanic, a 
supply of spelling-books and translations of the Scripture, 
and a quantity of tools, agricultural implements, seeds, 
and plants, together with the framework of a. chapel, and 
doors and windows for the dwellings of the teachers. 

On Sunday divine service was performed by Mr Davies, 
in' presence of several of the natives, who conducted 
themselves with perfect propriety. The bulk of the 
population, however, clung for a while to their ancient 
superstitions, fearing lest their gods should take vengeance 
upon them if they forsook the religion of their forefa.thers. 
Three years later, however, four chapels had been erected 
in different parts of the island, and the people generally 
had opened their minds to the reception of Christianity, 
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stimulated, it may be, by the material benefits that had 
accompanied its introduction into Tahiti. 

Six degrees to the north-west of Rapa lies the island 
of Raivavai, discovered by Lieutenant Broughton in the 
(Jhatka,m just twenty days previous to Vancouver's dis­
covery of the former. Raivavai, or High Island, is a 
mountainous mass about twenty miles in circumference, 
with a strip of lowland bordering the shore. The population 
was reduced by an epidemic in 1829 from 2000 to 800, 
who acknowledged their dependence upon Tahiti. The 
natives are described as more ready to receive the germs 
of civilisation than those of almost any other island in the 
South Seas. Neither human sacrifices nor infanticide were 
among their usages, and generally they seem to have been 
less cruelly disposed than their neighbours. Their temples 
were on a large scale, and contained sometimes as many as 
twenty stone idols of large size, carved with UDusual skill 
More thoughtful and less impulsive than the majority of 
the South Sea Islanders, they adopted Christianity in a 
calm and serious mood, and instead of committing their 
old temples to the flames, abandoned them in contempt to 
the destructive agencies of time and climate. 

In 1819 they were visited by Pomare, and not only did 
homage to him as their sovereign, but repaired for instruc­
tion to a converted Tahitian whom he left among them as 
his representative. Two years later, a. son of Mr Henry, 
one of the Duff missionaries, who was in command of a 
vessel belonging to Pomare Il, touched at Raivavai on a. 
Sunday, and was agreeably surprised to find that a place 
of worship of considerable dimensions had been erected, 
and that fully 700 persoDs attended divine service. " Each 
individual, on entering the church, kneeled down and 
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uttered a short prayer." II The very quiet, devout, and 
orderly manner in which they conducted themseltes," adds 
Captain Henry, II not oruy in church, but during the 
Sabbath, excited my highest admiration." The work of 
regeneration had taken place about four months previ­
ously, when, with the exception of twenty-five individuals 
who adhered to idolatry, it was unanimously resolved at 
a publio festival that Pomare should be requested to send 
them proper teachers, his representative being not only 
deficient in knowledge, but leading a life at varianoe with 
the pure morality inculcated in the religion he outwardly 
professed. By 1825 two large ohurches had been erected, 
one ot which was oapable of accommodating 1300 wor­
shippers. A. malignant fever, introduced four years later 
from a neighbouring island, made terrible havoc among 
the inhabitants. II During the first stages of the progress 
of the disease," writes Mr Ellis, "whole families, from 
attending the sick, were simultaneously attacked with the 
dreadful complaint, and often buried in one common 
grave." Twelve of the teachers perished, together with 
three-fourths of the entire population; but others soon 
replaced them, and the people steadily persevered in their 
search after truth. 

This destructive epidemio was imported from Tubuai, 
a small island not above twelve miles in oircumference, 
discovered by Captain Cook in 1777, and was the Beene 
of the first settlement attempted by the mutineers of the 
Brnttnty. There is reason to believe that its earliest inhabit­
auts came from Rimatara in the latter part of the last 
oeutury, and were driven thither by adverse winds. When 
visited by Mr Ellis in 1817, the people were few in number, 
8caIltily olad, and ill supplied with live stock, being able 
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to spare Gnly one solitary pig. '.Qley were not generally, 
howeve!, of a hospitable disposition, and were divided into 
parties, constantly engaged in mutual warfare. Two or 
three natives of Palliser's Islands begged the captain of Mr 
Ellis's ship to give them a passage to Tahiti, whence they 
were sailing to their own homes when contrary winds 
drove them to Tubuai, where they had been forcibly de­
prived of their canoe and other property because they had 
declared that Jehovah was the only true God, and that 
idols were senseless stocks and stones. Being ask~d why 
they did not defend themselves .. they replied that their 
natural disposition and early habits would have impelled 
them to do so, as they belonged to a. nation of man-eating 
warriors, but that, while at Tahiti, they had been taught 
the new religion, which forbade murder and required its 
followers to love even their Ilnemies. 

At a later period the Tubuaians, having heard of the 
renunciation of idolatry by maay of the adjacent islands, 
requested the Tahitians to send them books and teachers, 
and in June 1822, Mr Nott, accompanied by two native 
teachers, disembarked on their shores. The messengers 
of peace arrived on the eve of an impending battle. The 
entire population was in arms; these in defence of their 
hereditary king, those in support of his rival. Mr Nott, 
however, happily succeeded in reconciling the antagonists, 
and no sooner was peace concluded than both chiefs and 
warriors in each little army threw down their arms and 
embraced each other with every demonstration of gladness. 
Next day they all attended divine service, and listened 
with absorbed attention to Mr Nott's exposition of the 
elemental principles of Christianity. On his departure he 
left two native teachers, but Owing to the innate indolence 

I 
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of the islanders some time elapsed before they made a 
sensible impression. 

The pestilence that proved so destructive to the inhabit­
ants of the Austral Isles raged with great fury in Tubua~ 
but by 1826 idolatrous practices had entirely disappeared, 
though it cannot be said that much religious progress had 
been made, and three years later it was found necessary to 
exhibit some severity in quelling disorders. Considera.ble 
a.dvancement in civilisation had, however, been accom­
plished, and the islandera were in the enjoyment of many 
comforts hitherto unknown to them. 

To the westward of Tubu~ and in a northerly direction, 
the pretty island of Rimatara, measuring twenty miles in 
circumference, has also been brought within the humanising 
influences of Christianity. The population does not much 
exceed 300 souls, and was naturally of a mild, indolent 
character, though the female portion of the community was 
harshly and coarsely treated, being forced to cultivate the 
fields, while the men passed their time in ignoble pleasures 
and sloth. Their first acquaintance with the existence of 
the Christian religion was derived from Rurutu, and in 
1822 two teachers were despatched from Borabora, one 
of the Society Ialands, to give instruction in reading, 
writing, and, so to speak, the preliminary doctrines of 
Christianity. 

When Mr Williams arrived, fifteen months afterwards, 
a chapel had been erected, with plastered walls and boarded 
floor, in which nearly the whole' population assembled for 
the purpose of divine worship. Two years later Mr Bourne 
observed a marked improvement in the character and 
haJ:>its of the people, though they still continued to employ 
their women in a manner unsuitable to their sex. He 
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therefore convened a public meeting, at which he pleaded 
80 warmly in favour of his clients, that it was unanimously 
resolved that" from that day forward the men should dig, 
plant, and, prepare the food, and the women make cloth, 
bonnets, and attend to the household work." This innova­
tion turned out greatly to the advantage of both sexes, and 
to the undoubted enhancement of domestic virtue and 
happiness. The useful arts were also cultivated with 
success, and from every point of view the natives of Rima­
tara have had good cause to congratulate themselves on 
the result of missionary labour among the islands of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

One other island of this group remains to be mentioned, 
the conversion of whose inhabitants may be described as 
directly providential. It is named indifferently Rurutu 
and Ohetetoa, and was described by Captain Cook under 
the latter appellation. In circumference it does not exceed 
twelve miles, and is of volcanic origin, with a remarkably 
productive soil. Very little was known of its inhabitants 
until 1821, when a boat, containing a chief and a large 
party of his friends, was driven to Raiatea, after being for 
three weeks buffeted by storms. 

In the previous year the island had been desolated by 
an epidemio ascribed to the anger of their gods. In the 
hope of escaping from the fury of the enraged deities, two 
chiefs embarked in two large canoes, and, committing them­
selves to the deep, finally reached Tu'buai, one of the 
Austral cluster. After a reasona.ble time had been allowed 
for the pacification of the gods, the Rurutuans once more 
ventured out to sea with the intention of returning to their 
homes. One canoe was never again heard of. The other 
struck on the reefs which surround Maurua, the most 
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westerly of the Society Islands, where the weary voyagers 
were hospitably entertained by the inhabitants. When 
sufficiently recovered, the Rurutuans proceeded to 
Raiatea, and for the first time came in contact with 
European missionaries. 

The social and domestic improvements introduced by 
these strangers naturally predisposed the storm-tossed 
islanders to become their pupils and submit to their 
guidance. After a little while the Rurutuans professed 
their desire not only to forsake their idols, but also that 
teachers should accompany them to their own island to 
undertake the instruction of their friends. At last an 
English captain, on his way to England round Cape Hom, 
generously offered to convey thither the Rurutuan chief 
Auura and his friends, together with two native ChristiaDs 
and their wives. On reaching their destination the 
teachers kneeled down, aud rendered thanks to the Al­
mighty for their safe arrival. It so happened that the spot 
on which they knelt was dedicated to Oro, and the awe­
stricken islanders whispered to one another, "These men 
will die." The strangers then lighted a fire, cooked their 
food, and sat down with their wives to their simple meal, 
in a place that was tabaued, or set apart for sacred pur­
poses. The natives now felt assured that in the darkness 
of the night the offended gods would wreak a terrible 
vengeance upon the sinners who had thus set them at 
defiance. On the morrow, when they found that no harm 
had befallen the sacrilegious strangers, they leaped to the 
conclusion that their gods were impotent, and that they 
themselves had been duped. 

A meeting was accordingly convened, at which Auura 
recounted all the incidents of his voyage, and con-
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clud.ed his speech with a vehement denunciation of 
Oro as the Evil Spirit, the author of all deceit, and 
demanded that his images should be destroyed and 
Jehovah proclaimed the Ruler of all things. To this 
the king and the other chiefs readily assented, and 
added, "Behold, you say, 0 Auura, that we have souls 
-till now we never knew that man possessed a soul" 
The two Christian teachers were. then introduced, and 
proposed a crucial test of the truth of their doctrines. 
They suggested that, on the morrow, turtle, pork, and 
other kinds of food, which no woman could taste without 
incurring the. immediate displeasure of the gods, should 
be cooked for themselves, their wives, and children, of 
which they would partake together in presence of as many 
as chose to attend. A.t the appointed time a great crowd 
was assembled; but when neither death, nor convulsion, 
nor any other form of disease overwhelmed their daring 
guests, they experienced an entire revulsion of feeling, and 
indignantly fired their temples, flung down the idols from 
their pedestals, and expressed their determination to em­
brace Christianity. 

A. month later all the idols that had not been destroyed 
were placed in a boat and sent to Raiatea, where they were 
publicly exhibited. cc The chape!," says Mr Williams, 
"was lighted up with ten chandeliers, made of wood 
neatly turned; cocoa-nut shells were substituted for lamPs. 
The middle chandelier held eighteen lights, twelve in the 
lower circle and six in the upper; the others held ten and 
twelve each. When lighted up, they presented to the 
natives a most brilliant appearance, and called forth ex­
pressions of astonishment and delight." The chief god of 
the Rurutuans, named A.a, was not only covered with little 
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gods outside his person, but tw~nty-four small images were 
taken out of a secret recess in his back, and held up to the 
derision of all beholders. 

Within fifteen months after A.uura's return from his 
singula.r voyage, a commodious church was erected, wattled, 
plastered, :floored, and provided with seats. Ma.ny of the 
chiefs had assumed the European style of dress, and all 
were decently attired. The balustrade of the pUlpit stair­
case was supported by spears, converted, like their late 
owners, from homicidal intents to peaceful purposes . 
.. Not a vestige of idolatry was to be seen, not a god was 
to be found in the island: is the remark Plade in IS2! 
by Messrs Tyerman and Bennet, who had been deputed by 
the London Missionary Society to visit and report upon 
the various clusters of Christianised islands in the Southern 
Seas. The natives of Rurutu never relapsed after their 
first conviction of the folly of idol-worship, but went on 
surely and steadily, perfecting their knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and striving to mould their conduct according 
to the precepts of their native teachers and missionary 
visitors. 

In the year 1774 Captain Cook discovered an island to 
the westward of the Hervey group, to which he gave the 
appropriate name of Savage Island. This formerly in­
hospitable spot presents to the S88 a wall of perpendicular 
coral cliff 300 feet in height, rent here and there by chasms 
which constitute the only inlets into the interior. The 
natives, subsequently estimated at 4000 souls, were in 
appearance and character not less repulsive than the land 
they inhabited, and would probably have remained in the 
same degraded condition to the present day had not the 
missionaries rightly judged that the lower they had fallen, . . 
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the greater was the necessity for raising them. Accord­
ingly in 1830 Ml' Williams attempted to place here two 
native teachers from Aitutake, but these were so appalled 
by the ferocity and utter barbarism of the islanders that 
they shrank from the undertaking. As a last resource he 
induced two youths to accompany him to the Society 
Islands, in the hope that on their return they would 
prepare their countrymen to receive fuller instruction. 
The terror of these lads as soon as they lost sight of land 
was truly pitiable. They tore their hair, refused to eat, 
drink, or sleep, and howled in the most dismal manner. 
N otbing could persuade them that they were not destined 
to be slaughtered, and they turned with loathing from the 
salted meat that was offered to them, under tqe impression 
that it was human flesh. On the third day, however, their 
courage returned on seeing a pig killed, and gradually they 
became interested in the novelties that surrounded them. 
The experiment, however, did not prove so successful as 
might have been desired. 

Shortly after their return to their native island. influenza 
broke out with much severity, and was laid to the door of 
the wanderers, one of whom was murdered together with 
his father, while the other escaped with a companion, 
named Peniamina, to a whaler that was cruising oft' the 
shore. The latter proceeded to Samoa, where he was 
converted to Christianity, and where he resided many 
years. 

In 1845 Peniamina volunteered to return to Savage 
Island, though conscious of the great danger he incurred. 
As soon as he had landed, the natives insisted that hi! 
chest and Samoan boat should b9 taken back to the ship, 
lest they should introduce some new disease, until he 



• 

136 Missionary Life i~ tAe Southern Seas . 
.. 

pointed out that they were made of the same wood as their 
own canoes. For himself, he said that he was their fellow­
countryman, and had no poweJ: to give or avert disease. 
Then he spoke to them of the immortality of the soul, of 
God the Creator and Father, of Jesus Christ the Redeemer, 
of the Holy Spirit the Teacher and Comforter. "The 
hearts of many," says Mr Turner, "were touched, and they 
wished him to be spared." Others were for putting him 
to death before sickness overtook them; but, while they 
were still disputing, the night came on, and his life was 
spared till the morning. Noone at first would afford him 
any shelter. He was told to lie under a tree, or betake 
himself to a ruined fortification. He tried the latter, but 
the rain fell heavily, and he wandered about to keep him­
self warm. Some one in pity gave him food, and at last 
he was admitted into a house, and suffered to repose in 
peace. 

On the following morning he was constrained to open 
his chest and show its contents, most of which were taken 
from him. By degrees the islanders began to listen to him 
with curiosity, which soon ripened into interest. The 
priests at length took alarm, but it was then too late. The 
seventh day was set apart for religious service, family 
prayer became customary, and a blessing was asked before 
each meal. A. desire, too, sprang up to visit other islands, 
especially those in which English missionaries resided. 
Actual idolatry seems to have ceased before this time, the 
great national image having been broken to pieces and 
cast into the sea, on suspicion of having produced an 
epidemic. The spirits of their ancestors were, however, 
reverentially adored; and it was believed that, while souls 
in general repaired after death to a region under the earth, 
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!.here was reserved for the more fortunate a home in the 
skies where night was unknown. Though many of the 
islanders wished to accompany Mr Turner to Samoa at 
the time of his second visit in 1848, he was able to 
accommodate only two of the eager volunteers. 

From that time the name of the island lost its peculiar 
applicability, and eleven years later Mr Turner was able 
to record a remarkable change in the people and country. 
Ie Instead of nudity," he observes, II aud the long dishevelled 
hair flying in the wind, or fast in a coil between the teeth, 
all have their hair cut short, and at least a wrapper, or kilt 
of some kind, from the waist down below the knee." The 
chapel, capable of containing 500 seats, had become too 
small, and a larger one was about to be built. The num­
ber of avowed non-Christians, indeed, was reduced to ten; 
but the maJority of ths converts were as yet very partially 
instructed in the essential articles of their new religion. 

A good road, six feet wide, had been made round the 
islaud, and the primitive hovels of the natives were being 
replaced by comfortable houses. The dwellings of the 
teachers were all that could be desired. One of them is 
described as Ie quite a palace of a place, eighty feet by 
thirty, divided into seven apartments, well plastered, 
finished with doors and venetians, and furnished with 
tables, chairs, sofas, and bedsteads." Round each of the 
five schoolhouses and teachers' abodes a village was 
formed, governed by its own magistrates, and obedient to 
the laws. Pigs, fowls, yams, taro, sugar-cane, and arrow­
root were freelyb&rtered for calico, shirts, knives, hatchets, 
and other useful articles. The number of children, too, 
had greatly increased, while women were recognised as 
companions and equals. There was no longer any desire 
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to attack foreigners, or to murder such of their own people 
as had left the island and returned. Food also had 
become plentiful since the custom had ceased of destroying 
the plantations of the deceased, as a provision for the life 
beyond the grave. 



CHAPTER X. 

!mE SAMOA, OR NAVIGATORS' ISLANDS. 

Bavaii - Upolu - Manono - Aborima- Tutuila - Massacre of the 
French-Visited by missionaries-Fauea-Death of Tamafainga 
-Fauea's speech-Friendly reception-Mr Williams's narrow 
escape-Incidents in landing-Malietoa and his bride-Second 
missionary visit-Progreea-Renunciation of "Etu&"-" Papo" 
sentenced to be drowned-Material advantages of Christianity 
-Unprincipled foreigners-Missionary labours-Samoan mis­
sionary seminary-Native inquiries-cmi war-Peace. 

01' the numerous clusters of islands set like gems in the 
Southern Seas there are none more richly picturesque than 
the group known to its inhabitants as the Samoa, though 
by European writers commonly called the Navigators' 
Islands, that being the name conferred upon them by 
De Bougainville, by reason of the great numbers of canoes 
he observed flitting to. and fro along the coast. It does 
not appear, however, that the Samoan islanders are of a 
more adventurous disposition than the natives of other 
Polynesian clusters, though they were then 80 far in 
advance of some of their neighbours that they had learned . 
to construct boats with separate planks sewn together with 
cinet, a strong thread obtained from the cocoa-nut husk 
For all that, they seldom lose sight of land, but confine 
their voyages to short trips from one island to another. 

In this way they are constantly upon the water, for the 
group contains ten inhabited islands, extending 200 miles 
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from east to west. Savati, which is the largest and most 
westerly, is described as If a lovely island 150 miles in 
circumference, and covered with vegetation as far as the 
eye can reach." The mountains in the interior rise to the 
height of 4000 feet, and may be seen from a distance of 
fifty miles. It is divided by a channel, varying from ten 
to fifteen miles in width, from U polu, another beautiful 
island 130 miles in circumference, and also conspicuous 
from afar through its verdant highlands, from two to three 
thousand feet above the sea. Between these considerable 
islands, and attached to the latter by a shoal and reef, lies 
the islet of Manono, only five miles in circumference, but 
distinguished for the warlike character of its inhabitants. 
Instead of being subject to either of its powerful neighbours, 
it possesses settlements in both, and its people are honoured 
by the title of Malo, or the Victorious. It is true they 
have more than once been hard pressed, but in such cases 
they have retired for a time to the wellnigh inaccessible 
rock of Aborima, whence in due time they again descended 
to conquer. This rocky islet is about two miles in circum­
ference and nearly 300 feet in height. It is, in fact, an 
extinct crater with a breach in one side j but so narrow is 
the passage that not even a canoe could enter without the 
consent of the occupants of the isle. The interior of the 
basin is lined, as it were, with the most luxuriant vegeta­
tion, affording a striking con~rast to the sterility of the 
precipitous clift's which form the exterior coating. In war­
time the people of Manono conveyed their families and 
portable effects to this stronghold, and thus unencumbered, 
were able to fight to the bitter end. 

Forty miles to the eastward of U polu, the romantic 
island of Tutuile. has long since redeemed the odious 
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character it acquired through the massacre of M. de Langle 
and eleven of his comrades, belonging to the unfortunate 
expedition commanded by La Perouse. It extends some 
eighty miles in circuit, and rises in the centre to a con­
siderable altitude. 

Fifty miles further in an easterly direction lie the two 
insignificant islets of Orosenga and Ofu, and beyond 
these again the circular island of Manua, of bold aspect 
and lofty elevation, but formerly inhabiteq by a conquered, 
oppressed, and timid people. In addition to these there 
are three small inhabited islets, and several uninhabited. 
The population of the group is estimated at about 85,000, 
of pure Malay origin without any admixture of negro 
blood. 

The existence of the Samoan cluster was first made 
known to European geographers by the French navigator 
De Bougainville, who visited them in 1768. Twenty 
years elapsed before another European vessel sighted those 
picturesque shores, and this time also the honour fell to 
France, together with a signal disaster. While a part of 
the crew landed on the island of Tutuila., a large number 
of natives went off to La Perouse's ship and engaged in 
barter, with the usual amount of pilfering. One of them 
being caught in the act was ruthlessly shot, and died on 
reaching the shore. His infuriated fellow-countrymen at 
once fell upon the party in the boats, who only escaped 
after a savage conflict, with the loss of M. de Langle and 
eleven others. The dead, whether natives or Fre~chmen, 
were wrapped in cloth and interred without mutilation or 
outrage. It does not appear from the FreI).ch account of 
this melancholy transaction that the natives had received 
any provocation, and the cluster accordingly acquired an 
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evil reputation. The bight in which it took place has 
ever since bome the name of Massacre Bay, as though 

• the slaughter had been all on one side, and until the 
missionary epoch few captains ca.red to risk their crew or 
craft among such a bloodthirsty people. Captain Edwards 
of KMo's ship Pandora, indeed, is said to have determined 
the position of several members of the group in 1791; and 
the Russian Kotzebue claims to have spent several days 
among them in 1824, but his narrative is 80 full of errors 
that it is utterly worthless. 

During a short visit to the Friendly Islands in 1830, 
Messrs Williams and Barft' became acquainted with a 
Samoan chief named Fauea, who was very anxious that 
his countrymen should be instructed in the " new religion." 
He is represented as an exceptionally sensible and intel. 
ligent barbarian, actuated chiefty by motives of personal 
ambition and interest, but who, during his eleven years of 
expatriation, had learned to respect the spiritual and 
humanising in1luences of Christianity. His wife appears 
to have been a truly estimable woman, and a sincere Chris­
tian, and subsequently co-operated with the missionaries in 
a highly efficient manner. Those gentlemen, it may well 
be imagined, were not a little pleased when Fauea asked 
permission to accompany them on their projected mission 
to his fellow-islanders, and they frankly admit that their 
early successes were largely due to his shrewdness and 
discretion. 

For instance, he counselled them to restrain their native 
teachers from premature denunciations of the Samoan 
pastimes and social usages. The first thing was to make 
their hearers tM; that is, teach them to think, and when 
their hearts were afraid, they would ot themselves put 
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away that which is evil. He further warned the mission­
aries that they must expect a fierce and dangerous opposi­
tion ou the part of Ta.mafainga, a savage and tyrannical· 
chieftain, who was supposed to be an incarnation of one 
of the principal war-gods. Though detested by the people 
for his cruelty and inordinate profligacy, he was too much 
dreaded for anyone to venture to oppose his will, in either 
small things or great. At last, however, his lust and 
arrogance became so intolerable that a plot was formed for 
his destruction. Accordingly one night, while he was 
engaged in dalliance with some wanton damsels, at a dis­
tant part of the island of Savaii, the house was suddenly 
surrounded by a band of armed men. With a desperate 
effort Tamafainga broke through his assailants, and fled 
towards the shore, but was overtaken, attacked at disad­
vantage, and beaten to death by clubs. Unaware of this 
barbarous deed, which w"s perpetrated only a few days 
before the Me886'NJer 0/ Psacs arrived in those waters, 
Fauea's first inquiry, asked in trembling accents, was, 
II Where is Tamafainga 1 .. And when the people in the 
cauoes answered, If Oh, he is dead, he is dead!" he danced 
and capered about the deck, crying aloud, If The devil is 
dead I the devil is dead I Our work is done. The devil is 
dead I JI It was afterwards acknowledged on all hands 
that the introduction of Christianity would have been, 
humanly speaking, impossible had this wretch been alive 
when the missionaries first landed on. his island. 

Having suffered much from influenza, and from the 
effects of a furious storm, every one on board the little 
vessel was anxious to go on shore. and it was with infinite 
satisfaction that the teadlers and their families, with 
such of the passengers and crew as were invalided, found 
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themselves once mote' on dry land. Their respite, how­
ever, only added to their disappointment, when, owing to 
the ship dragging her anchors and drifting out to sea, 
they were compelled to return hastily on board. 

In the meantime Fauea had not been idle. Numbers of 
the islanders having climbed the ship's sides, he told them 
of the wonders that had been wrought in the Society and 
Friendly Isles, especially in putting an end to the mur­
derous warfare that had incessantly raged for so many 
generations. He dwelt, indeed, chiefly upon the material 
advantages to be expected from receiving Christian instruc­
tion. He bade his gaping audience to compare their own 
condition with that of the foreigners. II Their heads are 
covered," he continued, "while ours are exposed to the 
heat of the sun and the wet of the rain; their bodies are 
clothed all over with beautiful cloth, while we have nothing 
but a bandage of leaves round our waist; they have clothes 
upon their very feet, while ours are like the dogs j and 
then look at their axes, their scissors, and their other 
property, how rich they are." 

Such arguments as these were readily appreciated, and 
prepared the minds of the Samoans to accord at least a 
friendly hearing to their strange visitors, who asked for 
nothing but leave to do them good. Great, likewise, was 
their astonishment when one, more inquisitive than his 
fellows, pulled off' the missionaries' shoes and discovered 
that their feet had no toes, until he was taught the mystery 
of stockings. 

It was on Sunday that the Messenger of Peace was forced 
again to put out to sea, but on ~uesdaymorning she anchored 
in safety at Sapapalii, a large village of Savaii on the shore 
of the straits which divide that island from Upolu. 
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Malietoa, the chief, was absent at tlle time in. the latter 
island, waging a destructive war to avenge the murder ot 
the monster Tamafainga. His brother, however, exhibited 
the utmost friendliness, and despatched messengers to 
acquaint the chief with the arrival of these guests from 
beyond the seas. While these were occupied in sending 
ashore the property of the teachers, they observed that the 
mountains on the opposite side of the channel were, 
enveloped in fire and smoke, and wel'fl informed that 
Malietoa had won a battle that moming, and, according to 
the customs of his ancestors, had consigned to the flames 
the houses, plantations, women, children, and invalids of 
the conquered faction. In the course of the afternoon the 
bloodstained victor arrived, and was invited into the 
cabin. As the rain was descending heavily, and his only 
article of attire was a girdle of leaves, the old warrior 
seemed well pleased when a large piece of Tahitian cloth 
was wrapped round his shivering body. He also expressed 
himself in favoUl'8.ble terms as to the object of the mission, 
and promised that, as soon as hostilities had ceased, he 
would place himself under the tuition of the Christian 
teachers. He very narrowly missed, however, the irre­
parable mischance of blowing Mr Williams to pieces. The 
captain of the vessel, taking alarm at the number of 
islanders who swarmed over the boarding-nettings and 
covered the deck, had loaded & blunderbuss with eight 
bullets, and then replaced it on the rest. Observing this 
formidable weapon, Malietoa took it down, and, accidentally 
turning the muzzle towards the missionary, was about to 
pull the trigger when some one exclaimed, " Stop I perhaps 
it is loaded." The ejaculation was only just in time to 
prevent & most melancholy mishap. 
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During the night the Me88t/ftger of Peace was carned by 
the current out of sight of the landing-place; but fancying 
the distance could not be above ten or a dozen miles, the 
two missionaries determined to pull their own boat to the 
shore. It soon became evident that they were much out 
in their reckonings, and they had to strain at the oar from 
ten in the morning till past eight in the evening, the boat, 
besides, being 80 leaky that it could scarcely be kept 
afloat. The lodgings provided for them being some little 
way from the water-side, Mr Williams began to ahow 
symptoms of fatigue while making his way through the 
eager and curious throng. .A young chief thereupon made 
some remark to the people, and in an instant he was 
seized by a number of stout fellows, some holding his legs, 
others his arms, while the rest placed a hand or poked a 
finger under his back, and in this sprawling attitude he 
was rapidly bome along for :half a mile, and finally set 
down in presence of Malietoa and his principal wife. 
After a mutual exchange of good wishes, the missionaries 
proceeded to the teachers' residence, and before retiring to 
their well-earned repose, had to bleed and administer 
medicines to those who were suffering from influenza. 
Not an article of any kind had been injured or purloined 
by the natives, though many canoes had been employed in 
bringing off the teachers' things from tbe vessel, and many 
strange hands had carried them from the shore to the 
bouse. Tbe· only objects about which anxiety was for a 
time entertained were the children, for whosoeTer under­
took tbe cbarge of a child carried it off in tbe first instance 
to his own home, where he killed and baked a pig, and 
regaled his tiny guest with whatever he deemed most 
delicate and dainty. 
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Four of the teachers and their wives were afterwards 
placed under the protection of Malietoa, who pledged 
himself' to If become a worshipper of Jehovah" so soon 
as the war was brought to a conclusion, while the others 
were consigned to his brother Tamalelangi, whose name 
signifies Son of the Skies. Each of these chieftains was . 
presented with two shirts-one white, the other red­
several yards of English print, three axes, three hatchets, 
a few strings of sky-blue beads, some knives and scissors, 
a few small looking-glasses, hammers, chisels, gimlets, 
fish-hooks, and nails. The presents to Malietoa enabled. 
that chief to add another wife to his already too numerous 
collection. In return for some axes and a few other 
articles, he obtained from her parents a tall, beautiful young 
girl about eighteen years of age, and Mr Williams was 
informed that the principal chiefs usually purchased their 
wives after this fashion, the young women seldom refusing 
their assent to the bargain, no matter how old or ugly their 
future husband may be, provided he has paid handsomely 
for their possession. 

The missionaries appear to have been present at the 
ceremony which passed for marriage, an act of deference 
to old usages that might well have been avoided. The 
deportment of the bride is described as If pleasingly 
modest:' though her apparel left much to be desirod.. 
"Her dress," we are told, " was a fine mat, fastened round 
the waist, reaching nearly to her ankles j while a wreath 
of leaves and flowers, ingeniously and t&stefnlly entwined, 
decorated her brow. The upper part of her person was 
anointed with sweet-scented cocoa-nut oil, and tinged 
partially with a rouge prepared from the turmeric . root, 
and round her neck were two rows of large blue beads." 
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The old chief prudently carned his new bride with him to 
the scene of hostilities, lest she should return to her 
parents in his absence, and put him to the charge of 
repurchasing her. 

About tc twenty moons" after this satisfactory introduc­
tion of the "new religion" into the Samoan group, Mr 
Williams returned to those islands, partly to form a better 
judgment as to its chance of ultimate success, and partly 
to leave a native teacher at Manono, in fulfilment of a 
promise he had made to its gigantic chief, Matetau. An 
uninterrupted run of 800 miles in five days from Rarotonga 
brought him to Manna, the people of which crowded round 
the Messenger of Peace in their canoes, declaring them­
selves to be "Sons of the Word," waiting for" a religion 
ship" that should leave with them some persons called 
missionaries to teach them all about Jesus Christ. Touch­
ing at Orosenga and Ofn, Mr Williams was pained to 
learn that no tidings of the gospel had reached those islets, 
and that muskets and powder were still in request. 
Skirting the coast of Tutuila, however, he came upon a 
small settlement of about fifty nominal Christians, who had 
been converted in a piecemeal sort of way by a native 
of the island, who every now and then crossed over to the 
teachers left in 1830, and after acquiring as much instruc­
tion as he could digest at a time, returned to his home to 
impart what he had learned to his neighbours. The religi­
ous information thus obtained was necessarily meagre and 
defective; but it had sufficed to reclaim the natives from 
the savage usages of their ancestors, and to prepare them 
for a more perfect initiation into the divine mysteries. 

In the two principal islands, however, of Savaii and 
U poln, some real progress had been made: a church had 
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been erected at the head settlement capable of seating 700 
worshippers, and upwards of thirty villages had placed 
themselves under the guidance of the Christian teachers. 
The women appeared to be the most intractable, being 
incorrigibly indolent and addicted to pleasure, and obsti­
nately refusing to cover the upper part of their persons. 
The old chief, Malietoa, had fortunately been much more 

. manageable, and instead of a mere girdle of leaves round 
his loins, he now wore a white shirt and waistcoat, and '! a 
beautifully-wrought mat as a substitute for trousers." On 
more essential points he gave still greater satisfaction. 
At the termination of the war, and on the completion of 
the chapel, he had called his family together and announced 
his intention to become a Son of the Word; but his faith 
was so faltering, that he forbade his sons to follow his 
example for at least a month, by which time it would be 
known if his old gods had power to destroy him. As no 
evil, however, had befallen him in the space of three weeks, 
the youths persuaded their father to allow them also to 
profess Christianity, and almost the entire population at 
the same time renounced their ancient superstitions. 

The Samoans not being actually idolaters, there were no 
images to break; but every chief believed in his own 
peculiar god, whose spirit resided in some particular bird, 
fish, insect, or reptile. It was lawful and harmless to eat 
of the incarnation of another man's god; but whoso partook 
of the object in which his own god had fixed his dwelling, 
would, it was believed, certainly perish in terrible agony, for 
the offended deity would remove into his vitals, and there 
produce the animal in which he had previously resided. 
A vessel from New South Wales, it is said, once touched 
at one of these islands, the captain of which had & cockatoo 
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that talked. .A chief happening to be in the cabin while 
the skipper and his bird were, so to speak, talking together, 
rushed upon deck in terror, and sprang into the sea, calling 
upon all to follow him, for the captain had his dnolo on 
board. As a test, then, of their sincerity, Malietoa's SODS 

. invited a large party of their kinsfolk and friends to come 
and see them dine oft' the fish that had been their .. 
Though determined to go through with the experiment, 
t~e young men swallowed each morsel with fear and 
trembling, and immediately afterwards drank a large dose 
,of cocoa-nut oil and salt water, to avert the expected 
consequences of Buch daring impiety. Their health 

. remaining unaffected, they and their friends became con­
vhlced of the impotence of the gods they had hitherto 

, venerated. 
The most dreaded of the national gods WIS probably 

Papo, who presided. over war, and was represented by a 
• ,piece of old rotten matting, three yards long and four 

inches wide, which was attached to the canoe of their 
~ principal leader when going forth to war upon other 

islands. At a meeting convened for the purpose of 
deciding what was to be done with this obsolete deity, it 
was proposed to destroy the matting by fire; but the 
suggestion was received with horror, and it was finally 
resolved tha.t it should be sunk in the depths of the ocean, 
drowning being judged a less painful death than burning • 
.A weighty stone was accordingly tied up in the matting, , 
which was placed on board a. new canoe in the presence 
of several influential chiefs. The native teachers, however, 
very unwisely interposed, and begged that Papo might be 
given to them to preserve as a relic, and, their request 
being granted, it was afterwards sent to England to be 
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preserved in the very interesting museum of the London 
Missionary Society. Nevertheless, the report went abroad 
that the mighty war-god had been drowned, and that 
consequently there was nothing thenceforth to be feartd 
from his fierce wrath. 

The Samoan Islanders, it is evident, were careful not to 
commit themselves with undue precipitation to a change 
in their religious and social life. Though convinced with. 
out much difficulty of the folly of their ancient practices, 
they were slow to comprehend the spirit and tenor of 
Christianity. Their motives for deciding upon the adoption 
of the new religion were, for the most part, founded on " 
the prospect of obtaining certain immediate and material 
advantages, and are frankly exposed in the following 
speech, delivered by a chief to a considerable concourse' 
of his countrymen. "It is my wish," he said, "that the 
Christian religion should become universal amongst us. 
I look at the wisdom of these worshippers of Jehovah, and :, 
see how superior they are to us in every respect. Their 
ships are like floating houses, so that they can traverse 
the tempest-driven ocean for months with perfect safety; 
whereas, if a breeze blow upon our canoes, they are in an 
instant upset, and we sprawling in the sea. Their persons, 
also, are covered from head to foot in beautiful clothes, 
while we wear nothing but a girdle of leaves. Their axes 
are 80 hard and sharp, that with them we can easily fell 
our trees and do our work; but with our stone axes we 
must dub, dub, dub, day after day, before we can cut 
down a single tree. Their knives, too, what valuable 
things they are I how quickly they cut up our pigs, com- • 
p8l'ed with our bamboo knives I Now, I conclude that 
the God who has given to his white worshippers these 
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valuable things mot be wiser than our gods, for they 
have not given the like to us. We all want these articles, 
and my proposition is that the God who gave them should 
be our God." 

It may easily be conceived that reasoning of this kind was 
not likely to be thrown away upon these semi-intelligent bar­
barians, whose understandings, however dark and dormant, 
were quite capable of appreciating the superiority of the 
white foreigners in all that regards the products of art and 
industry. Unfortunately, they were not able to distinguish 
between one class of foreigners and another. Had they 
simply listened to the missionaries and their appointed 
teachers, they would soon have been reclaimed from their 
most 1lagitious vices, and would gradually have become 
Ohristians in deed as well as in name. But in their 
impatience to become Sons of the Word they welcomed 
the presence of runaway sailors, and other ignorant and 
depraved vagabonds, who sanctioned indulgence in all 
their old customs, provided they met together at stated 
periods for a semblance of public worship. NatUrally 

• enough, such laxity was preferred by the majority of the 
native population to the purer and self-denying precepts 
inculcated by the missionaries. 

M"r Turner makes mention of an Englishman who had 
the audacity even to administer the Holy Sacrament, 
Once in the year his disciples came from great distances. 
loaded with provisions of all kincilJ, and made much rejoic­
ing. For the chiefs and their wives there was a special 
quasi-religious service, at which bits of taro and sips of 
cocoa-nut water imitated the consecrated elements. After 
this the assembly separated till the next annual gathering, 
and went each his own way, refusing themselves nothing, 
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and practising aU the social abominations of their fore­
fathers. 

In 1836 six missionaries were sent out from England 
to prosecute the work commenced by Messrs Williams 
and Barff, and to a great degree succeeded in counteracting 
the selfish devices of these illiterate and unscrupulous 
adventurers. Four years later, Messrs Nisbet and Turner, 
fleeing for their lives from Tanna, were added to the 
mission, and contributed largely to the more perfect 
instruction of the Samoan Islanders. 

Missionary life in the South Seas, even in 1840, meant 
hard labour, much personal privation, and frequent cJ.is. 
couragement. Mr Turner's sphere of duties embraced" a 
district on the south side of Upolu, containing sixteen 
villages, scattered along the coast about twenty miles, and 
embracing a population of three thousand. All the ordi­
nary organisations of missionary labour had 'been com­
menced, such as week-day and Sunday schools, Sabbath 
services, weekly meetings for prayer and exhortation. A. 
church, too, had been formed, and every village was under 
the care of a teacher, who was authorised to preach." In 
addition to these legitimate duties, he was compelled to 
act also in a medical capacity, and was daily consulted by 
twenty to fifty patients. As it happened, he had picked 
up a little surgical knowledge while a student at the 
Glasgow University, but much regretted his ignorance of 
obstetric practice. As the result of his own experience, 
Mr Turner strongly advises " aU young men preparing for 
missionary work among a heathen people to devote a year 
or two at least almost exclusively to such matters." Hav­
ing obtained some vaccine lymph, he and his brother 
missionaries vaccinated the entire population, and not a 
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native in the Samoan cluster ever suffered from smallpox 
.during his lengthened residence on those islands. Nor 
were the people ungrateful, and scarce a day paued 

, without' baskets of fish and taro being spontaneously 
• brought to his house in token of goodwill. 
• In 1844 Messrs Tnrner and Hardie were appointed to 

found and establish an educational institution, with a view 
to prepare an efficient native agency. A plot of land, 
covering some twenty.five acres, was accordingly purchased 
from the natives, upon which suitable buildings were 
erected, and in the same autumn the SamOan Mission 
Seminary was opened for the reception of pupils. The 
general result has been highly satisfactory, and in the 
course of fifteen years 263 young men were sent out as 
teachers to various islands, of whom only five turned out 
badly, while, including students not specially intended for 
a missionary 98JeM', and teachers' wives-married couples 
being preferred to single men-upwards of a thousand 
individuals had received instruction, of at least a civilising 
character. That the native teachers were fully qualified 
for the work required of them, even after a four years' 
course of training, is not to be supposed, but the ground. 
work had been laid for a more perfect superstructure. 
Some of their inquiries, noted by Mr Turner, are suffici. 
ently naive. For instance, one asks, "What is meant by 
tears put in God's bottle t" another, "If we feel sleepy at 
prayers, should we open our eyes t" and a third, "If we 
are repairing a chapel, is it right to take our dinner in· 
side t" A fourth is puzzled by the word "cymbal," and 
wishes to know if it is "an animal or what t" A fifth 
would like to have a more definite idea 88 to "the two 
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daughters of the hol'8e-leeeh," while a siXth is ~us as to 
the exact stature of Zaecheus--" how many feet do you 
suppose 1" A seventh is not quite sure whether Isaiah 
lived before or after Christ; an eighth inquires if Joseph 
of Arimathea is the. Joseph who was sold by his brethren ;' 
while others are troubled about beating a child, or shaving 
on the Sabbath-day. These, however, are minor blemishes, 
and the confusion about chronology is partly attributed to 
the fact that the Samoans were familiar with the New 
Testament before they were introduced to the older Scrip­
tures. 

Of the humanising effect of even the quite preliminary 
knowledge of Christianity acquired by these islanders, many 
instances were given in the disastrous civil war that broke 
out in 1848. During the nine years' struggle, which ter­
minated in the establishment of liberty and equality between 
the different provinces, as well as islands, of the Samoan 
group, much blood was idly shed, many acts of useless 
cruelty perpetrated, and a very common tendency exhibited 
to relapse into their ancient barbarism; but the missionaries 
were never molested or injured, and were allowed free access 
to both armies. "We gave," says Mr Turner, CI medicine 
to their sick, dressed their wounds, and were admitted 
to any part of their forts every Sabbath-day to conduct 
religious services. Throughout all the nine years they 
never fought on a Sabbath. Even when the war was at 
its height, and one of the principal forts closely hemmed 
in, I have passed with perfect freedom on the Sabbath 
from the trenches of the besiegers to the fort of the 
besieged, and was received and listened to at both places 
with the greatest respect." The exhortations of the 
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missionaries at length prevailed. The ~party became 
too strong for the chiefs whose selfish ambition had origin­
ated and maintained the intemecine strife, and the war 
terminated in the freedom of the people, and in a firmer 
persuasion of the excellence of Christian principles. 



CHAPTER XL 

THE JURQUF.SAS. THE DANGEROUS ARClIIPELA.GO. 

The Spaniards at Tahuata-Captain Cook in Resolution Bay-The 
firat missionaries-Defection of Mr Harris-Mr Crook's devoted­
Dea&-General description of the group-Canuibaliam-Peraonal 
appearance of the Dativea-TatauiDg-Failure of the miuionariea 
and teachers-The Low or Dangeroua.Archipelago. 

IT has already been stated that a chain of insular moun­
tains of volcanic origin extends from the Bay of Bengal in 
a south-easterly direction. Of this chain the most easterly 
link consists of a group of islands discovered in 1595 by 
.Alvaro Mendana de Neyra, a Spanish navigator, who 
called them the Marquesas, in honour of his patron, the 
Marquis Mendoza, Viceroy of Peru. The natives, however, 
had little reason to congratulate themselves on the results 
of their first intercourse with Europeans. Confiding in 
their apparent gentleness and simplicity, Mendana sent 
his lieutenant, Manriquez, on shore at Tahuata, or Santa 
Christina, to obtain a supply of water; but the islanders, 
probably imagining that the boats' crews wanted only 

. enough for their own drinking, brought them a small 
quantity in cocoa-nut shells, together with a present of 
fruit. Manriquez thereupon gave them several large jars 
to fill, with which they speedily decamped, quite possibly 
under the impression that these coveted articles were 
intended as a return for their little Qivilities. Be that 88 
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it may, the Spaniards fired upon them with fatal effect. 
Three days afterwards Mendana himself landed, celebrated 
mass on the shore, and, taking possession of the island in 
the name of his sovereign, sowed some patches of Indian 
corn. On his return to his ship he left Mamiquez on 
shore to complete the work he had in hand, when that 
officer again became embroiled in a q~ which he 
settled by shooting a considerable number of the male 
savages, while their wives and chil4Uen fted into the wooda 
and to the mountains. 

No further mention of these islands occurs until 1774, 
when Captain Cook anchored in Besolution Bay, and 
opened a friendly barter with the natives. These, however, 
could not keep their hands from picking and stealing, and 
one of their number being detected in the act WIB mortally 
wounded by a gun-shot. .An explanation ensued, and 
things )Vent on more pleasantly during the few days that 
the English expedition remained at that anchorage. The 
MaTquesaa were subsequently 'Visited by the French 
navigator La Marchand, and & little later by Lieutenant 
Hergest in the Dcedalt14 store-ship. The last-named 
officer seems to have displayed both firmness and forbear­
ance, and is said to have left a favourable impression. 

In 1798 the Duff missionary-ship arrived in Resolution 
Bay, and on the following morning Messrs Harris and 
Crook were courteously received by a local chief, who 
placed at their disposal one of his best houses. It was 
but a rude contrivance, and the furniture consisted merely 
of a mat, several calabashes, some fishing-tackle, and a few 
spears. The prospect, in short, was 80 discouraging that 
14r Harris lost heart, and took a week to make up his 
mind whether he would stay or decline the forbidding 
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enterprise. At the end of that period his eft'ects · .. ere 
landed; but early one morning, & few days later, a native 
swam off to the ship and informed the captain that the 
terrified missionary had passed the night wandering about 
the beach, after losing nearly all his goods and chattels. 
A boat was thereupon sent for him, and he was safely 
taken on board, though in a lamentable state of mental 
prostration. His pusillanimity, however, served as a foil 
to his colleague's constancy and noble resolution to do his 
duty. It has seldom happened to anyone to ~dertake 
ncb a mission under such peculiarly disheartening cir­
cumstances, but Mr Crook stood by the banner of his faith 
and acquitted himself as a true Christian warrior. 

The Marquesas are formed by two cmstelS-the one 
consisting of five, the other of eight islands. The former, 
or south-eastem group, comprises Tahuata or Santa Chris­
tina, Hivaoa or I.a Dominica, MohotaDe or San Pedro, 
Fatubiva or I.a Madalena, and Fetuuku or Hood's Island. 
The latter, or north-westerly group, are sometimes called 
the Washington Islands, and include Nukuhiva or SirR. 
Martin's Island, Uapou or Trevenian's Island, Huakuka or 
Riou's Island, Hergest's Island, and Robert's Island. 

The Marquesas~re simply mountain-tops rising out of the 
waves to the height of two to three thousand feet. Being 
unprotected by coral-reefs, the sea breaks at the foot of the 
highlands, without the intervention of the level productive 
belt that is found in the neighbouring groups. In the 
valleys, however, there is sufficient cultivable ground to 
meet the wants of the population, and nowhere does the 
bread-fruit attain to a higher degree of perfection. The 
mountains are clothed with a luxuriant vegetation to their 
IUmmits, and fertilising .treams descend in cascades from 
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the heights and sweep through the narrow vales. Famines' 
are of frequent occurrence, owing to the indolence of the 
natives, who trust to their crops of bread-fruit; and, when 
these fail, slaughter their wives, children, and parents, 
whose fiash, when baked or stewed, they ravenously devour. 
Here, too, human sacrifices are eaten by the priests, instead 
of being buried or suspended from trees, as was customary 
in most of the Polynesian groups. Indeed it is stated 
that the priests occasionally pretend to fall into a sort of 
trance, during which a supernatural communication is 
made to them that near such a place a person of such 
a description will be seen, who must be delivered up to 
them. The credulous natives to whom this vision is 
related immediately lay in wait near the spot indicated, 
and should any individual happen to pass that way bearing 
the slightest resemblance to the description given by the 
priest, he is straightway seized and carried off to the 
marae, where he is speedily killed, cooked, and eaten. 
Not the priests alone are subject to this depraved appetite. 
All classes are affiicted with the same morbid desire to 
feed upon human fiesh. It is in the hope of obtaining 
dead bodies for a feast that wars are so constantly waged 
between different chiefs. Skulls are worn as trophies, 
human bones are made into objects of domestic use, human 
hair ornaments their weapons. It is almost superfluous 
to add that the inhabitants of these islands are usually 
described as wild, ferocious savages, prone to thieving, 
and grossly licentious above their fellows. 

Their personal appearance, however, is decidedly in their 
favour. The men are tall, muscular, and active, while the 
women are admired for the gracefulness of their move­
ments and the vivacity of their disposition. Their dress is 
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made from the inner bark of the paper-mulberry,-thougJi· 
cotton of superior quality thrives abundantly,-and consista 
of ." a broad bandage worn round the waist, and a large 
Iquare piece like a shawl cast loosely over the upper part 
of the body, tied in a knot on one shoulder, and reaching 
below the knees." The hair is dressed in two ways. 
Either the forepart of the head is shaved, or else the 
entire skull with the exception of two patches, one above 
each ear, the hair of which is tied up in a knot. But 
their chief distinction lies in their tatauing, in which they 
excel all other peoples. The colouring matter is jet black, 
which gives to the outer skin a bluish or dark slate-coloured 
hue. In the case of the men the entire body ia often 
covered with stripes and figures. "The ~e," says Mr 
Ellis" "is sometimes divided into different compartments, 
each of which receives a varied shade of colour; sometimes 
it is covered with broad stripes, crossing each other at 
right angles; and sometimes it is crowded with sharks, 
lizards, and figures of other animals, delineated with 
considerable spirit, freedom, and accuracy, frequently with 
open mouths, or extended claws, 80 as to give the counts­
DallCe a moat repulsive and frightful aspect." 

The operation itself is a tedious and painful process. The 
colouring matter, obtained by pulverising and mixing with 
oil the blackened ashes of the candle-nut, is driven through 
the skin by an oblong piece of human bone, two inches 
long and an inch and a half broad, cut like a small-toothed 
comb, one end of which is tied on to a cane or stick. Being 
dipped in the mixture, the teeth of this comb are forced 
through the skin by a sharp tap with a mallet, and this is 
repeated as long as the patient can endure the pain. In 
many instances, where parenta are desirous of ornamenting 

L 
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their offspring with elaborate designs, the torture commences 
at the age of nine or ten, and is repeated at intervals until 
the whole body is covered. Usually, however, youths 
of sixteen or seventeen make up little parties, and place 
themselves for several months in the hands of professional 
tatauers. When one is exhausted, a companion takes his 
place, and the intervals of rest are spent in immoral and 
degrading pastimes. The women naturally suffered more 
than the men, though in their case the operation was 
chiefly confined to the arms and legs; but all alike were 
sub,ject to local swellings and acute inflammation. 

According to Mr Ellis the tatauing that prevailed among 
the Tahitians was oftentimes ingenious and pleasing. .. I 
have often," he says, "admired. the taste displayed in the 
marking of a chief's legs, when I have seen a cocoa-:-nut 
tree correctly and distinctly drawn, its root spreading at 
the heel, its elastic stalk pencilled, as it were, along the 
tendon, and its waving plume gracefully spread out on the 
broad part of the calt Sometimes a couple of stems 
would be twined up from the heel and_ divided on the 
cal~ each bearing a plume of leaves. The ornaments 
round the ankle, and upon the instep, make them often 
appeAr as if they bore the elegant Eastern sandal. The 
sides of the legs are sometimes tataued from the ankle 
upward, which gives the appearance of wearing pantaloons 
with ornamental seams. From the lower part of the back 
a number of straight, waved, or zigzag lines rise in the 
direction of the spine, and branch off regularly towards 
the shoulders. But of the upper part of the body, the 
chest is the most tataued. Every variety of figure is to 
be seen here: cocoa-nut and bread-frnit trees, with con­
volvnlus wreaths hanging round them, boys gathering the 
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fruit, men engaged in battle, in the manual exercise, 
triumphing over a fallen foe; or, as I have frequently seen 
it, they are represented as carrying a human sacrifice to 
the temple. Every kind of animal-goats, dogs. fowls, 
and fish-may at times be seen on this part of the body; 
muskets. swords, pistols. clubs, spears, and other weapons 
of war. are also stamped upon their arms or chest." 

Since the introduction, of Christianity and the general 
adoption of clothing. more or less after the European 
fashion, the practice of tatauing has very nearly died out 
in the more civilised groups of islands, and is now justly 
regarded as a symbol of barbarism. 

For twelve weary months Mr Crook toiled incessantly 
to reclaim the Marquesas natives from their savage· prac­
tices, but without the slightest apparent effect. He was 
accordingly removed for a time to a more grateful sphere 
of utility; but in 1825 he returned with teachers from 
Huabine and Tahiti,· and was kindly received by his old 
acquaintances. It then became evident that his former 
teachings and sufferings had not been altogether wasted. 
In some districts the idols had been destroyed, and here 
and there individuals seemed disposed to turn from their 
old abominations and seek a purer life. These, however, 
were only exceptional cases, for a vast majority of the 
population adhered with tenacity to their vicious and dis­
orderly usages. Mr Crook remained a month in Tabuata, 
and ou his departure prevailed upon a chief to take the 
Christian teachers under his protection. More than once, 
however, they were threatened with death and the oven, 
and after a valiant struggle with the powers of darkness 
were compelled to retire from the field. 

Another attempt having been made with like ill-success, 
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Messrs Pritchard and Simpson proceed~d thither in 1829, 
in the hope that the superior knowledge and energy or 
Europeans would in the end conquer the resistance of even 
the worst barbarians. They were soon undeceived. The 
scenes they witnessed, and the words they heard, speedily 
convinced them that the path must be cleared by native 
pioneers before European missionaries could have &111 
ch&l1oo of success. Two native teachers were therefore 
left, but only to be removed two years later. .And yet the 
chiefs have always of late seemed anxious to live on 
friendly terms with the white men, and, if closely watched, 
have conducted trade operations in a satisfactory manner, 
their object, no doubt, being simply to obtain firearms &I1d 
ammunition, and objects of direct practical utility. For 
morality &I1d religion they care nothing, &I1d obstinately 
refuse to pay &I1y heed to words of instruction &I1d 
warning. 

A more cheering prospect, indeed, was afforded in 
Fatuhiva, or La Madalena, where the people as well as the 
chiefs requested Mr Darling in 1831 to station some 
teachers on their island, promising to treat them well and 
to listen to their counsels. Two native missionaries there­
upon volunteered to take up their abode on this spot, 
and were received with kindness and reSpect. No great 
progress, however, was made by them, nor do they appear 
to have succeeded in breaking down any of the old per­
nicious 'lustoms. .An American mission has also failed as 
egregiously as their English brethren, and the Marquesans 
continue to enjoy a bad pre-eminence among the eastern 
Polynesian8 for violence, licentiousness. and perhaps 
c&nnibalism. 

Missionary enterprise has proved somewhat more success-
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ful in dealing with the inhabitants of the Low or Dangerous 
Archipelago, clusters of coral islands· almost on a level 
with the sea, and known to their own inhabitants by the 
name of Paumotus. Comparatively few are inhabited, and 
until very recently cannibalism and many other atrocious 
"usages largely prevailed. Every individual had his own 
particular deity, symbolised by a piece of wood or bone 
with a lock of human hair passed through it. These idols 
were suspended from trees round each house, and were 
invoked with simple rites until they incurred the displeas­
ure of their worshippers, when they were ignominiously 
flung aside and others substituted in their place. Gradually 
these rude savages were brought to listen to native Chris­
tians from other islands, som~ of whom visited them inten­
tionally, while others were driven to their low-lying shores 
by stress of weather. At present they profess the" new 
religion" after a fashion, and readily attend chapels and 
schoolrooms. Their morals, too, have notably improved, 
and their anthropopbagous propensities appear to have 
been subdued. In other respects they can hardly be said 
as yet to have crossed the threshold of civilisation, and 
years will probably elapse before their intelligence be­
comes sufficiently developed to enable them to prefer right 
to wrong, purity to impurity, virtue to vice. 



CHAPrER XIL 

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Sandwich Ialands discovered by Captain Cook-His second visit 
and death-Hawaii, or Owhyhe~Matrl-Tahuraw~Korokini 
- Ranai - Korow - Oahu - Taw - Nihau - Taura- Rise 
of Tamehameha-Infanticide-Human aacriftees-Sorcery­
Arrival of American miaaionaries-Tabu-Idolatry and the 
tabu abolished by Rihoriho-Introduction of a spurious civil­
isation-Foreign vagabonds-Hopeful result& 

ON the 8th of December 1777, Captain Cook sailed from 
the Society Islands with the hope of returning to England 
after rounding the northern coast of America. The first 
land he beheld was a small island, which he named, after 
the day on which it was sighted, Christmas Island. Here 
he remained till the 2d of January 1778, engaged in 
watching a solar eclipse, while the junior officers and the 
men were more practically employed in catching turtle. 
Resuming his voyage, he fell in, sixteen days later, with 
five islands. which he called, collectively, after the Earl 
of Sandwich, then First Lord of the Admiralty. Their 
native appellations he gives as .A.too~ Oneeheow, Woahoo, . 
Oreehoua, and Tahoora, though more correctly rendered 
by the missionaries as Tauai, Nihau, Oahu, Tahurawe, 
and Taura. The gentleness and simplicity of the islanders 
made a favourable impression upon the great navigator, 
though he was pained by the discovery that they fed upon 
the bodies of slaughtered enemie& 
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Frustrated in his attempt to reach Europe by a north­
east passage round America, Captain Cook returned, in an 
evil hour, to, this group, and, ignorant of his fate, con­
gratulated himseU on a disappointment to which he was 
indebted for revisiting the Sandwich Islands, and for 
enriching his voyage with a discovery, in many respects, 
the most important that has been made by Europeans in 
the Pacifio Ocean. He was, indeed, agreeably surprised 
to find ,that the group actually oonsisted of ten islands, 
instead of only five, as he originally imagined, while the 
conduct of the people was not only friendly, but reverential 
In fact, they supposed he had come among them as an 
incarnation of their god Rono, or Orono, and accordingly 
worshipped him as a divine being, covering his shoulders 
with red oloth, prostrating themselves on the ground before 
him, and offering to him sacrifices of hogs and presents of 
fish, fruit, and vegetables. How a man of his intelligence 
and general rectitude could have failed to see, or, seeing, 
to reprove the erroneous conceptions of these ignorant 
barbarians, is one of those problems whioh are as painful 
as they are diffioult to solve. He paid for his indiscretion 
with his life, but his death exposed the Sandwioh Islanders, 
somewhat unfairly, to the charge of being more than 
ordinarily cruel, treacherous, and bloodthirsty. If no 
better, they are at least no worse than the inhabitants of 
the more southerly olusters, and whom, in their imitation 
of European civilisation, they have already far outstripped. 

Ten islands, of which two are only occasionally frequented 
by fishermen and collectors of the eggs of sea-fowl, con­
stitute the scattered oluster known as the Sandwioh Islands. 
By the natives they are called Hawaii-more familiar to 
Europeans by its corrupted name Owhyhee-Oahu, Maui, 
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Tauai, Morokai, Ra.nai; MorokiDi, Niha1l, Xaura, and 
Tahurawe. 

The first is considerably the largest, being 97 milei 
.. in length, 78 in breadth, and about 280 in circum­

ference, with an area of 4000. square miles. The land 
gradually ascends from the beach till it attains the 
altitude of at least 10,000 feet in the peak of Mouna. 
Huararai, of 13,000 in Monna Kea, and of 15,000 in 
Mouna Roa. The summits of these latter mountains are 
covered with perpetual snow, and consist of disintegrated 
but unproductive lava. The cultivable land naturally 
skirts the base of this lofty range, and produces abundance 
of grapes, oranges, lemons, pine-apples, and figS, for which 
-as also for pigeons, hares, mules, horses, and cattle-the 
natives are indebted to their foreign visitors. 

About twenty-four miles to the north-west of Hawaii, 
the island of Maui is supposed to have been (ormed by two 
extinct volcanoes,. the interval between them being filled 
up by their ejected matter. Maui measures about forty­
eight miles in length, and twenty-nine in width at the 
broadest part. The circumference is estimated at 140 
miles, and the superficial area at 600 square miles. 

A few miles to the southward is situated the low-lying 
islet of Tahurawe, destitute of trees, and scantily clothed 
with a coarse grass. Between the two rises the bold, 
barren rock of Morokini, useful only to fishermen as a 
drying-ground for their nets. 

To the west of Ham, and north-west of Tahurawe, lies 
the sterile island of Ra.nai, seventeen miles long and nine 
broad, sparsely inhabited, though its shores abound with 
shell-fish and sevenl varieties of the cuttJ.fiah, esteemed 
a delicacy by natives even of high rank. 
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Mr Stewart, an American missionary, descn"bes a OOr­
rible scene he was once wllOrtunate enough to witness. 
A large 8epia or cuttle-fish, fresh from the sea, was brought 
in a lordly dish and set before a lady with royal blood in 
her veins. The princess began eagerly to crunch two of 
the feelers, upon which the tortured creature immediately 
deluged her face and neck with the inky secretion that 
usually serves to baftle pursuers, and at the same time 
~ized her tangled hair with its suckers. The lady, how­
ever, coutinued without discomposure her horrid repast, 
and Mr Stewart left her battling with her prey, but using 
her teeth with deadly effect. 

The long, narrow island of MOl'Qkai is situated directly 
north of Ranai. It is nothing more than a chain of 
extinet volcanoes, forty miles from east to west, by barely 
seven from north to south. The interior is occupied by a 
rugged, mountainous country, affording scant opportunity 
for cultivation, and consequently the population is small 
in comparison to the area of land. 

The most beautiful and productive island of the group 
is Oahu, extending forty-six miles in length, by twenty­
three in width. It lies between twenty and thirty miles 
west-north-west of Morokai, and is also of volcanic origin, 
though it is apparent, from the depth of the mould, that 
many centuries must have elapsed since the last eruption. 
The scenery is described as in the highest degree romantic 
and picturesque, while the superior excellence of the 
harbour of Honoruru, or Honolulu, has transferred to 
Oahu much of the importance formerly claimed by 
Hawaii. 

Seventy miles further to the north-west, the mountain­
ous and extremely beautiful i8land of Tauai rises aloft 
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above the waves. It is forty-six miles in length and 
twenty-three in breadth, but is less fertile than either 
Maui or·Oahu. 

In a westerly direction, and only fifteen miles distant, 
is the small island of Nihau, running twenty miles from 
north to south, and seven from east to west. Nihau and 
Tauai are alike celebrated for their yams, and for their 
variegated mats wrought by the hand, in pieces measuring 
eighteen or twenty yards in length, by three or four in 
breadth. Close at hand is the barren rock of Taura, the 
resort of numberless sea-birds. 

Since their discovery by Captain Cook, the Sandwich 
Islands have carried on a brisker and more continuous 
intercourse with civilised nations than any other of the 
Polynesian groups. Their situation, indeed, is highly 
advantageous for commercial purposes, forming, as they do, 
a sort of half-way resting-place for ships traversing the 
mighty Pacific. From California they are distant about 
2800 miles, and 5000 from China, while a space of 2700 
miles separates them from the Society Islands. The 
population certainly does not exceed 150,000, if that 
estimate be not rather beyond the mark, though the early 
navigators erroneously insisted that there were not fewer 
than 400,000 inhabitants. 

Until very near the close of the last century, each island 
enjoyed a rude independence under its own chiefs. About 
four years, however, after Captain Cook's death, a petty 
chieftain in Hawaii, named Tamehameha by the English 
missionaries, and Kamehameha by the American, gradually 
made himself master of the whole island, and took to wife 
Keopuolani, the daughter of his most powerful rival, who 
fell in a decisive battle near Kearakekua Bay. The victor 
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had also the good. fortune to gain to his side a valiant and 
remarkably able young man named Karaimoku, who' 
rendered him distinguished services in after..times, and, 
when Prime Minister, obtained from the English sailors 
the nickname of Billy Pitt. At that time the natives 
dwelt in miserable hovels, which were nothing more than 
a thatched roof, without any supporting walls to raise it 
from the ground. The house assigned to Mr Stewart was 
only fourteen feet in length by twelve in breadth, its 
height being three feet at the eaves, and nine under the 
peak. Three windows, unprovided with sash or glass, were 
cut through the thatch, and the door was destitute ef latch, 
bolt, or any other sort of fastening. Prior to that time, 
however, many stone houses had been erected, while not a 
few of the chiefs arrayed themselves, to a certain extent, 
in European garments, and had even picked up a little 
English from the numerous vagabonds who had deserted 
from their ships and settled in the islands. But th~ 
generality of the people continued to grovel in filthy huts, 
the floor strewed with dried grass swarming with vermin, 
while duc)cs, pigs, and dogs eat out of the same dish as the 
family. . 

When Vancouver arrived in 1792, Tamehameha had 
reduced Hawaii and Maui, and was engaged in the con­
quest of the other islands, which he was enabled to 
accomplish through the aid afforded by that distinguished 
seaman. With a view to guard against the encroachments 
alike of the Russians and of the Americans, Tamehameha 
ceded to Vancouver, as the representative of the British 
sovereign, the suzerainty of the Sandwich Islands, and in 
return was assisted in building a small vessel, which 
greatly facilitated the completion of the work he had in 
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hand. The Europeans in his pay likewise trained his 
people to the use of artill81'7, and taught them the prine 
ciples of fortifications and strategy. By those means Tame­
hameha finally succeeded in subduing the enIDe group 
of islands, and started them on the path to material 
prosperity. 

His wisdom in peace was equal to his valour in war. 
To set an example to his subjects, he himse1f engaged in 
commerce, and traded with China to notable advantage. 
His treatment of foreigners was, moreover, 80 courteous 
and hospitable, that George IlL issued instructioDs that 
the 1lag of King Tamehameha should everywhere meet 
with proper respect from commanders of the British Navy, 
and presented him with a vessel built expressly for that 
purpose at Port J acmu. 

At the commencement of his reign, Tamehameha had 
assumed sacerdotal functions, but became disgusted with 
the ignorance and superstition of the priests. There is 
good reason to believe that, had he not feared to jeopardise 
the tranquillity of his dominions and the stability of his 
throne, he would have abolished the false religion which 
had imposed such a burdensome and degrading yoke upon 
his people, and substituted the faith whose yoke is easy 
and whose burden is light. All that he could safely 
venture to do was to encourage the visits of those who 
enjoyed a higher order of civilisation, and to trust to time 
for the salutary working of the foreign leaven. There 
was, in truth, ample room for improvement. Infanticide 
prevailed to a dreadful extent. Few parenta reared more 
than two or three children, while many destroyed all but 
one. It is computed, indeed, that two-thirds of all the 
infants born in these islands perished through foul means, 
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usually at or before their birth. but occasionally not for 
some months afterwards. The ordinary mode of causing 
death was by burying them alive, though sometimes they 
were strangled. 

A peculiarly shocking instance of child-murder is related 
by Mr Ellis. A man and his wife having quarrelled about 
their only child. a fine little boy, the father caught him up 
by the head and feet, broke his back across his knee, and 
flung him on the ground before his mother. For this 
brutal act he was seized by an Engliah resident, whose 
tenant he happened to be, and taken before the king; but 
when Tamehameha heard that the child was murdered by 
his own father, he declared that he could not interfere­
the savage had acted within his rights. 

In the Sandwich Islands children were not eaten 'by 
their parents in time of dearth, as was the case at the 
Marquesas. A few are said to have been sacrificed to the 
sharks infesting the adjacent seas, and which were some-' .. , 
times deified; but the most common motive for infanticide 
was dislike to the trouble of rearing children. A sickly 
child soon wore out the patience of even its mother, who 
would thrust a piece of native cloth into the little sufFerer's 
mouth, and digging a hole in the floor of the hut, would 
still its cries for ever. The floor was generally of earth 
or pebbles, and the hole seldom more than two or three 
feet in depth. The still living child was usually put into 
an old broken calabash, upon which the earth and stones 
were firmly trodden down br its inhuman parents. Not­
withstanding the atrenuous efforts of the more enlightened 
chiefs, the people clung to this unnatural crime, and it 
was not unti11824 that infanticide was publicly proclaimed 
as criminal 88 any other form of murder, though there can . 
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be no doubt that it was long afterwards secretly per­
petrated. 

Human sacrifices, too, were oft'ered at critical conjunc­
tures, such as the declaration of war, the 1088 of a battle, 
or the achievement of a conquest. Prisoners were pre­
ferred for this purpose, but if these were not procurable, 
obnoxious individuals were suddenly struck down by a 
club or a stone held in the hollow of the hand, and the 
corpse carried oft' to the manu. The numbers varied, 
according to circumstances, from two to twenty. Being 
first stripped of their clothes, the dead bodies were laid 
upon their facei in a row at the foot of the idol, and 
across them, at right angles, were placed as many carcasses 
.of hogs as could be obtained, when they were left to 
putrefy together as a sweet savour to the demon of 
slaughter. 

In common with the natives of other clusters of islands 
in the Pacific Ocean, the Sandwich Islanders were much 
addicted to divination and sorcery. Nothing was more 
dreaded than imprecations pronounced by the priests in 
the name of the evil spirits whom they were supposed to 
infiuence. A weird feeling of awe was inspired by the 
alleged necessity of providing the priest conducting the 
enchantments, with some object belonging to the actual 
body of the person upon whom vengeance was to be 
invoked, such as a lock of hair, parings of nails, saliva, 
or other secretion. A portion of the food about to be 
eaten by the victim would likewise answer the purpose, 
as the demon could thereby enter his body. 

Of the precise character of the ceremonies which worked 
out the spell, no particular account has been given, but 
they probably resembled the fooleries practised under 
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similar circumstances by the wizards and sorceresses of 
European nations. It is not perhaps surprising that the 
most terrible consequences ensued from mixing with the 
ordinary food of the doomed individual the portion that 
had been placed in the hands of the priest. The action 
of some virulent poison is clearly discernible in the acute 
internal pains and rapid death of the devourer of the 
medicated fruit or fish, the ravings with which these 
agonies frequently terminated being ascribed to the direct 
agency of the malignant spirit by whom the sufferer was 
possessed. Sometimes whole families were thus destroyed, 
the terrors of imagination lending their aid to the subtlety 
of the venomous medication. No respect was paid to rank. 
The most powerful chiefs, and even the king himself, 
stood in fear of the fiendish rites imputed to priests dis­
tinguished for their skill in the Black Art. Where the 
incantation could be pronounced only over a bunch of 
hair or a nail-paring, it was not always so successful, in 
which case it was assumed that the private god of the 
individual was more potent than the demon of the sorcerer. 
Thus the inefficacy of the curses fulminated against the 
Christian missionaries filled the minds of the barbarians 
with respect for their tutelary God, against whom neither 
priests nor demons availed anything. 

It may be easily imagined, however, that Tamehameha, 
though convinced of the falsehood of the religious system 
in which he had been brought up, was reluctant to array 
against himself a body of men wielding a weapon of such 
fearful power, and unrestrained by principle or dread of 
remorse. Whatever, therefore, may have been his own 
secret conviction, he abstained from meddling with the 
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... priests or their adherents, and died without making any 

open profession of belief in Christ. .. The earliest missionaries who ever visited the Sandwich 
Islands were sent thither ili:.1820 by the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, whose headquarters 
were situated in the city of Boston. As their ship ap"­
proached the shore of Hawaii, it was surrounded by canoea, 

• the natives in which shouted aloud, " The gods of Hawaii 
are no more. Tamehameha is dead. Rihoriho is king. 
The tabu is abolished, and the idols are destroyed:' 

Very shortly after his accession to the throne, the young 
king resolved upon taking the step that had appalled his 
more prudent father. That he was fully aware of the 
kaavery of the priests, and of the futility of their rites and 
ceremonies, may be fairly 888Umed from his conduct; but 
it does not at all appear tha.t he had any faith in elms. 
tianity, or any desire to shape his own life by the Sermon 
on the Mount. But whatever may have been his motive, 

, the- fact remains that one of the first measures of his reign 
achieved the overthrow of idolatry and the tabu. AJ>­
cording to general belief, the tabu was of divine origin, and 
could not be violated without incurring the immediate 
and active displeasure of the gods. The meaning of the 
word corresponds very nearly with that of the Latin 1Jtl,(J(1f', 

and implies something set apart, and therefore sacred. 
Under certain circumstances, itwaalittle more than a use­
ful restriction impoeed in the only manner that would 
command obedience from savages. Thus, after a hurricane 
or a disastrous war, the bananas and bread-fruit trees were 

• laid under the tabu until the effects of the recent devastation 
had been to some degree remedied. In like manner, when 
Vaucouver bestowed upon Tamebameha sundry head. of 



Inconveniences of the "Tabu." 177 

horses and cattle, the king immediately p1aceq them under 
the tabu for ten years, to allow them time to increase and 
multiply. But this extraord,inary power was not always 
exercised to equally good purpose. It was often employed 
capriciously and spitefully, and too often became, in the 
hands of the sovereign and the priests, the instrument ot 
private ambition or revenge. 

Certain articles of food, too, were considered permlnently 
appropriated to the use of gods and men, and consequently 
could not be touched or tasted by women except under 
the penalty of death. No woman could partake of hog's 
Hesh, turtle, poultIy, certain kinds of :fish, cocoa-nuts, and 
some other fruits. Neither "ere they permitted to live 
under the same roof, or eat out of the same dish, with men. 
They were, in short, II common and unclean," and ~eir 
food, likewise, was so esteemed. The" tabu" lasted from 
a single day to many years; and it is related that under 
one of their former kings the trimming of beards was pro­
hibited for thirty years. During Tamehameha's reign, how­
ever, the period had been greatly abridged, never exceed­
ing ten days, and frequently covering only one. .. But 
during the season of strict tabu," as we learn from Mr 
Ellis, " every fire and light on the island or district must 
be extinguished; no canoe must be launched on the water, . 
no person must bathe; and, except those whose attendance 
was required at the temple, no individual must be seen 
out of doors; no dog must bark, no pig must grunt, no 
cock must crow-or the tabu would be broken, and fail 
to accomplish the object designed. On these occasions 
they tied up the mouths of the dogs and pigs, and put the 
fowls under a calabash, or fastened a piece of cloth over 
their eyes. All the commOD people prostrated themselves, 

)I 
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with their faces touching the ground, before the sacred 
chiefs, when they walked out, particularly during tabu; 
and neither the king nor the priests were allowed to touch 
anything-even their food was put into their mouths by 
another person. n 

While this institution pressed upon all, except priests 
and chiefs, with crushing severity, it bore yet more hardly 
upon the women, who were, so to speak, excommunicated 
from the hour of their birth to that of their death. Their 
exultation, then, may be conceived when by a single dar­
ing act, savouring a little of theatrical ostentation and 
defiance, Rihoriho-the Liholiho of the American mission­
aries-abolished the tabu for ever, and proclaimed all 
things clean, and to be enjoyed in common, without differ­
ence ofseL 

Having arranged the affair beforehand with the high 
priest and certain chiefs, of whose support he felt assured, 
the young monarch had two long tables spread in the 
open air, one for men, the other for women, according 
to ancient usage. As soon as the company had taken 
their seats, the king and his confidants joined the women. 
whom they invited to partake of the same dishes with 
themselves. When the multitude of spectators beheld 
this subversion of old prejudices, they raised a great shout, 
exclaiming that there was no more tabu, and that all food 
was common. The high priest thereupon rushed oft' to a 
neighbouring temple, which he set on fire with his own 
hands, and the example proved so contagious that in a 
few days not a temple in the island had escaped destruc­
tion. 

The abolition of idolatry and the tabu was not, however, 
immediately followed by the introduction of Christianity. 
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The king himself seems to have been of a somewhat weak 
and impulsive character, shamefully addicted to intem­
perance, and sensible only in his sober moments. He 
was desirous, however, that his people should receive 
instruction from foreigners, and accordingly welcomed the 
American missionaries, notwithstanding the malicious 
counsels of the numerous European and American vaga­
bonds in his service. He had sense enough in his lucid 
intervals to see that those good men were wholly disin­
terested, free from all personal ambition and covetousness, 
and only solicitous to promote the temporal and eternal 
happiness of himself and his subjects. 

Two years later the American mission was strengthened 
by the zealous co-operation of Mr Ellis, accompanied by 
two gentlemen deputed by the London Missionary Society 
to inspect the work done, and the field for further exertion 
that still presented itself, in the Southern Ocean. A 
hybrid luxury had by that time orept into the islands 
most frequented by Europeans, and grotesqueiy incongru­
ous scenes were daily witnessed. Extravagances in 
costume were constantly provocative of laughter. The 
chief's were partioularly partial to uniforms, though very 

. few possessed an entire suit. They would content them­
selves, therefore, with a coat and cooked-hat without 
trousers, or even with, hat and shirt. Now and then a 
man, superlatively well dressed in his own estimation and 
in the eyes of his neighbours, would appear in a robe or 
coat of silk velvet or Oanton crape, with a coarse red 
&nnel shirt undemeath, a foreign seaman's parti-coloured 
woollen cap on his head, a shoe on one foot and a s~g 
on another. An exceedingly stout lady one day waddled 
into church attired in a loose slip of white muslin, with 
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an immense French hat on her head, thick woodman's 
shoes on her feet, without socks or stockings, and a heavy 
silver-headed cane in her hand The royal ladies, how­
ever, were both richly and elegantly dressed, while their " 
manners and deportment were not unworthy of the most 
fashionable circles in London or Paris. 

The chief obstacle to moral progress was the evil 
eximple and pernicious influence of the idle, profligate 
adventurers; who admjnjstered to the natural sensuality of 
the islanders, and even increased their original depravity. 
Diseases previously unknown now prevailed to a fatal 
extent, especially among the more wealthy natives who 
aspired to be Europeanised, till at last the people murmured 
against the missionaries, and accused them of praying their 
chiefs to death. The popular indignation, fanned by the 
insidious whisperings of dissolute foreigners, rose, indeed, 
to such a. height that Mr Stewart narrowly escaped 
being stoned to death. Nevertheless, within ten years 
after the arrival of the American missionaries, many 
thousands of the natives had learned to read and write, and 
no fewer than six hundred had qualified themselves to 
become teachers of their less enlightened brethren, while 
an annual supply of 20,000 volumes on various subjects, 
mostly of an elementary character, failed to meet the ever­
growing demand. 

Christianity has long since been professed throughout 
the entire cluster, and not only have the crimes peculiar 
to idolatry almost wholly disappeared, but the morality of 
the natives will bear a favourable comparison with that of 
the bulk of European and American settlers. It must be 
admitted, however, that the direct action" of the missionaries 
has been less prominent in the Sandwich Islands than in 
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the other Polynesian groups. The good seed sown by them 
in other clusters. must be credited for producing the fruit· 
which germinated almost spontaneously in Hawaii and 
Oahu. Their personal adventures may have been com­
paratively tame. and the risk they encountered little 
calculated to appal men whose hearts were steadfastly fixed 
upon their high calling. but not the less was their patience 
sorely tried, their feelings outraged. their motives calum­
niated. and their conduct ridiculed-though the worst 
offenders were not so much the barbarous islanders as 
their own countrymen and fellow~Christians. 
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No better illustration of the old maxim, that evil com­
munications corrupt good manners, need be sought than in 
the deteriorating influence exercised upon the natives of 
the Friendly Islands by their intercourse with the Fijians. 
At the time of their discovery by Jansen Tasman, in 1643, 
they are described as the most unwarlike of men, being 
absolutely destitute of weapons of offence, and, with the 
exception of a certain proneness to thieving. a singularly 
blameless race. No priests, idols, or temples were to be 
seen, and the only object of reverence appeared to be a 
harmless species of water-snake. They are further 
represented as being so scrupulous about taking life that 
they would not even kill a :8y, though these insects swarmed 
in countless numbers, amounting almost to a plague. The 
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loyal Dutchman, rememberiIig his native land in every 
clime, bestowed the name of Amsterdam upon Tonga, of 
Rotterdam upon Nomuka, and o~ Middelbnrg upon Eu&. 

Exactly one hundred and thirty years later, Captain 
Cook landed upon Tonga. and was immediately con­
ducted to a temple, containing two wooden images 
rudely carved. Thence he proceeded some little distance 
into the interior along a level road, sixteen feet in breadth, 
passing through a luxuriant country cultivated with tho 
nicety of a garden. Ou either side were planted pro­
ductive fruit-trees, while the different plots of lahd were 
separated from one another by light fences made of reeds. 
The dwellings of the natives were remarkably neat, and 
they themselves appeared more desirous to obtain materials 
for clothing than iron or other commodities. This WIlS 

in 1773, but by 1777 a still greater change had been 
effected. 

Iu addition to the introduction of priestcraft and idol­
atry, warlike implements had become common, and the 
natives were evidently not less ferocious than the inhabit;... 
ants of other Polynesian clusters. One of the common 
people who had offended a chief in a very trifling matter, 
was struck down by a club with such violence that the 
blood gushed from his mouth and nostrils. On recovering 
some degree of conSciousness, he fell into convulsions, and 
was carried out of the way, the chief merely laughing when 
some apprehension was expressed that he might have 
killed the poor fellow. 

A. more notable example of their ferocity, however, was 
mercifully prevented by Providence. A plot had been 
formed to massacre Captain Cook and his officers at a dance 
by torchlight, but this plan was given up, lest those on 
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board the ships might take alarm and get away under 
cover of the darkness. It was ·then agreed to fall upon 
the strangers at a grand banquet, but, & dispute having 
arisen as to the proper moment for commencing the work 
of slaughter, a further adjounament took place, and before 
a third opportunity presented itself, the expedition had 
left the treacherous shores, ignorant of the conspiracy that 
had so nearly brought it to a premature termination. . The 
name of Friendly Islands, which Captain Cook had con­
ferred upon the group in acknowledgment of his hospi­
table reception in 1773, continued, therefore, to be applied, 
however inappropriately, and indeed has remained un­
changed to the present day. 

The ill-fated French navigator La Perouse touched at 
these islands in 1789, as also did Captain Edwards in the 
Pandora, in 1791, when in search of the Bounty muti­
neers. Two years afterwards, D'Entrecasteaux became 
involved in several disputes with the natives during his 
three weeks' stay, many of the latter being killed and not 
a few of the Frenchmen wounded. At that time it was a 
rare thing to meet with an adult whose fingers had not 
been mutilated. The operation was effected in a very bar­
barous manner. The finger to be amputated· being laid 
upon a block of wood, the edge of an axe or sharp stone 
was applied exactly to the joint· and with a smart blow 
from a mallet was driven through from skin to skin. 
Not unfrequently men would hack off a joint with their 
own hand, working a sharp shell to and fro, and making 
a horribly jagged wound. The object was usually to check 
disease, evince sorrow, or propitiate a deity. 

From this period. the Friendly Islanders acted after a 
fashion qnite unworthy of their name, and which fully 
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justified the ~vil repute into which they speedily fell 
They would do their best to break up into small parties 
any foreigners who might venture ashore, and then sud­
denly overpower and bind them to trees, sending off one 
of their comrades to the ship to negotiate a ransom in 
muskets and bags of gunpowder. They went even beyond "'. 
this, and more than once seized upon trading ships after •. 
treacherously massacring the crew, one or two of whom 
they would save alive for the sake of their services in war­
time. These European and American seamen were the 
source of unmitigated mischief. They introduced diseases 
previously unknown,'taught the natives to use coarse and 
blasphemous language, stirred up enmity between rival 
chiefs, and added cock~.fighting to the national pastimes. 
To the selfish opposition of these men, corrupted by inter­
course with deserters and escaped convicts, the missionaries 
justly attributed a large share of the misfortunes that 
befell them. When the Duff arrived in 1797, there were 
two convicts, Ambler and Connelly, who had escaped 
thither from New South Wales, and who lost no oppor­
tunity of calumniating the missionaries and thwarting 
their benevolent labours. ' 

Another obstacle was the difference of language from 
that which was spoken in the Society Islands, so that little 
if any assistance could be derived from the Tahitians who 
were on board. But, after all, the ehief cause of failure , 
lay in the mission itself. 

Ten young men, very imperfectly educated, were suddenly 
turned adrift in an unknown country, among a cruel and 
treacherous people with whom they could hold no inter­
course save through the medium of two ignorant ruffians, 
and cut off entirely from the civilised world. That success 
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should have been expected under such circumstances 
implies either a belief in modem miracles, or a sanguine­
ness of disposition incompatible with the slightest practical 
knowledge of human nature. The mission consisted of a 
cabinetmaker, a weaver, a carpenter, a shopkeeper, a 
cotton-manufacturer, a tailor, a shoemaker, a hatter, a 
bricklayer, and one other whose antecedents are not stated. 
The idea seems to have been that these untrained, un­
married artisans and. tradesmen should form a model 
village or society, whose superior neatness, comfort, and 
industry would convince the savages that men 80 m9ra!, 
intelligent, and skilful must necessarily possess a better 
religion than themselves. The experiment naturally failed. 
though commenced under the most promising aspect. 

Finau Ukalala, brother of the Fin,au so favourably men­
tioned by Captain Cook, readily promised his protection to 
the strangers, and even gave them a plot of ground meas­
uring about five acres in extent, of which one-third was 
already stocked with yams and bananas. The missionaries 
at once set to work to reclaim the uncultivated portion of 
their garden-land-grubbing up old roots of trees, burning 
the grass. and sowing fruit and vegetable seeds. They 
also made an enclosure for their pigs, set up a forge, and 
prepared moulds for bricks. The natives looked on and 
wondered, occasionally stealing their tools and any tri1les 
that might be lying about. That they did not plunder on 
a larger scale was owing to their fear of a cuckoo-clock, 
which they called Speaking W ood, and regarded as the 
abode of a spirit who would report their evil-doings to 
"the men from the sky." Under the impression that the 
earth and sky came into contact at the horizon, they 
believed that the missionaries had come that way from 
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overhead, and among themselves generally spoke of them 
by that designation. 

For a brief space of time, however, amicable, if not 
cordial, relations existed between the men of the earth and 
the men of the sky, which might gradually have become 
closer but for the cupidity and false dealing of the escaped 
convicts. Ambler and Connelly had been joined by a 
greater villain than themsel';'es, named Morgan, and the 
three were insatiable in their demands upon the missionaries 
for tools and other valuable objects. To such a pitch did 
they carry their insolence, that the latter were obliged in 
self-defence to eject them from their premises. The 
scoundrels thereupon assured Finau that the recent un­
expected deaths of several chieftains were owing to the 
prayers and incantations of the missionaries, who·were in 
the habit of closing their doors when they met together 
for divine worship. Their object in doing so was simply 
to secure themselves against untimely and vexatious inter­
ruptions, but the suspicious barbarians, who had no idea 
of domestic privacy, readily associated secrecy with evil 
deeds and intentions. 

Notwithstanding his promise of protection, Finau had 
almost from the first shown himself antagonistic to the 
religious teachings of the missionaries, 80 far as he could 
understand their purport through the questionable inter­
pretations of Ambler. He was then about forty years of 
age, and is described as of a sullen, morose countenance, 
a fair index to his disposition. Usually silent and reticent, 
he was capable of ~ fierce eloquence when roused to passion, 
when his voice grew terrible as the roaring of a lion, 
and could be heard at an incredible distance. Like most 
savages, he took little care to control his temper. A native 
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having displeased him about some small matter, had his 
hand chopped off on the spot. Another was tied to the 
bough of a tree with his arms extended, when two women 
with lighted sticks burnt him under the armpits. 

Finding that they made little progress in acquiring a 
familiar knowledge of the language while living together, the 
missionaries decided upon breaking up their model colony. 
Three of them accordingly removed to Mua, and three 
more placed themselves under the protection of different 
chiefs, the others remaining at Hihifo. Though desirable 
for several reasons. this separation led to one very lament­
able result. George Veeson, the bricklayer, so far adopted 
the ways of the natives that he assumed their attire, took 
to himself more than one wife after the customs of the 
islanders, and became a sort of chieftain, having some 
forty tenants or labourers, and associating on equal terms 
with the native chiefs. . 

The extraordinary fruitfulness of the soil and climate 
may be judged from the fact that fifteen acres of land 
sufficed not only for the ample maintenance of all these 
dependants and their families, but also for a liberal hospi­
tality. 

When war broke out, Veeson joined the rebels, and in 
his eagerness to witness a battle insisted upon placing 
himself in the foremost ranks. He soon discovered, how­
ever, that hand.to.hand combats with spear and club 
were not at all in his line, and he confesses that he 
speedily made his way to the rear, and with such haste 
that he fell into a ditch and seriously sprained his ankle. 
He was, nevertheless, present at some subsequent engage­
ments, but without distinguishing himself by his valour, and 
finally was appointed to the government of a small island. 
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On the way to take possession of this post he became 
aw8.1'8 that he would have to encounter a formidable 
oppoaition, and by this, time he had also grown weary of 
savage life, besides being harassed by an uneasy con­
science. It was therefore with infinite delight that he 
beheld a ship anchored a little way from the land, though 
it was with considerable difticulty that he effected his 
escape; for the crew took him for a native, seeing that 
his body was tataued, while in his eagemess to satisfy 
them that he was a European he spoke unconsciously in 
the native tongue, nor could he at first express himself in 
English when aw8.1'8 of his mistake. However, in the end 
he was rescued from the islanders, and at a later period 
published "An Authentio Narrative" of his four years' 
residence in the· Friendly Islands. 

Previous to the disruption of their little party, the 
missionaries had obtained a disagreeable insight into one 
of the native customs. The King of Tonga being sick 
unto death, one of his sons was strangled in his presence, 
in the hope that the young life might be accepted by the 
gods as an atonement for the old one. The sacrifice 
having failed to impart additional vigour to the wom-out 
frame, the natives assembled in great numbers to celebrate 
the funeral obsequies. Immense quantities of fruit and 
vegetables were collected, and a large number of hogs 
brought together. The rites began with the blowing of 
conoh-shells, the clashing of arms, and fierce shouts, 
howling, and yells. As the people wound themselves up 
to a higher pitch of excitement, they would knock their 
teeth out with stones, or gash their neck and cheeks with 
knives and sharp shells, or thrust spears through their 
thighs and arms, or beat their heads with a olub till the 
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blood flowed in streams. One man distanced his fellows 
in self-torture, for having steeped his hair in oil, he set it 
on fire and ran about with his head enveloped in flames. 
Two of the dead man's wives were finally strangled, to 
bear him company in the next world. For weeks the din 
and uproar continued without abatement. The fiatooka, 
or burial-place, was converted into an arena in which 
wrestling and boxing matches were conducted, as also 
If free fights" with spear and club, in which many lives 
were lost. The ghastliness of the spectacle was enhanced 
by the intoxication of the chief actors, and the dreadful 
rites only terminated when utter exhaustion had super­
vened upon the unnatural excitement. 

About sixteen months after their arrival at Tonga­
frequently called Tonga-tabau, or the Sacred-the mission­
aries were cheered by the retum of the Duff from Tahiti 
and the Marquesas, with a goodly store of iron tools and 
other useful articles. Mr Nobbs, the hatter, having fallen 
alarmingly ill, availed himself of this opportunity to seek 
his native climate; but the others resolved to remain at 
their post, and struggle against the discouragements they 
had hitherto experienced. A. month later several Ameri­
cans arrived, who joined the English vagabonds, with the 
exception of a smith named Beak, who added himself to 
the little band located at Hihifo. The missionaries now 
applied themselves with redoubled energy to master the 
difficulties of the language, and also constructed a house 
thirty-two feet in length by fifteen in width, and ten feet 
in height, which was divided into several rooms and a 
passage, all on the ground-floor. The walls were plastered 
with coral lime, the roof thatched with leaves of the sugar­
cane, and the flooring made of rods closely bound together. 
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They likewise contrived to build a canoe twenty-one feet 
in length, in the event of a hasty flight being essential to 
personal safety; but they very unwisely completed her so· 
far from the shore, that when the hour of need actually 
arrived, they were unable to carry her down to the water's 
edge to launch her. All this time they were assiduous in 
their study of the native tongue, though they made but 
slow progress compared with the recreant Veeson. Their 
inability to express themselves :fluently in any language but 
their own naturally prevented them from making any 
converts, or exercising any beneficial in:fluence over the 
natives, who were constantly instigated by Ambler and 
Morgan to put them to death and seize their property. 
The death of an old lady, who happened to be the aunt of 
a great chief, was in particular ascribed to their secret 
prayer-meetings, and it was with great difficulty they tided 
over that crisis. 

In 1799, the king of the Tonga group having been 
murdered by the brother of Finan, a civil war broke 
out, and raged with great fury. The missionaries 
were compelled, much against their own will, to 
accompany the loyal army to the field, while Veeson 
threw in his lot with the rebels. The former proved 
victorious in the first action; but when the Englishmen 
returned to the mission-house, they found that a party 
of the enemy had landed and plundered it during their 
absence. They had been not a little shocked immediately 
after the battle by coming upon an old" man engaged in 
roasting human :flesh for his supper; nor was this feeling 
of horror diminished by the sight of a number of women 
dipping their hands in the blood of a chief whose head 
had been severed from the trunk, and licking their gory 
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fingers with hideous relish. The victors meanwhile pursued 
the vanquished to Mua-or Ardeo, as it is also called-when 
the three missionaries, Messrs Bowell, Harper, and Gaulton, 
with an Englishman named Burham, who was staying with 
them, came out of the house to see what was going on. 
They were at once knocked down and slain; but Gaulton 
might possibly have escaped had he not looked back in his 
hurried flight, and, on witnessing the fate of his comrades, 
returned to share it. 

On the following day the rebels were victorious, but, 
instead of following np their advantage, they stopped to 
feast upon the bodies of the slain; and such was their 
voracity, that they would not take the trouble to defend 
themselves when their enemies, having rallied, returned 
to renew the contest. A. canoe filled with women and 
children having grounded, was for a time defended by a 
chief, until one of the opposite party stole behind him 
and struck him down with a club, whereupon an indis­
criminate massacre ensued. 

Meanwhile the surviving missionaries, insulted by the 
loyal faction for refusing to take part in the fighting, fled 
into the interior and hid themselves in a cave, living 
upon fruit supplied by a friend. They had previously 
been stripped of their clothes, but had contrived to cover 
themselves with native cloth, chiefly regretting the loss of 
their Bibles and all their other books. Warned that their 
retreat had been discovered, they fled to a neutral district, 
passing through a once fertile region reduced to desolation, 
the trees cut down, the crops destroyed, the dwellings of 
the natives consumed to ashes or levelled with the ground, 
and the road strewed with dead bodies. 

A few days later the fortune of war deserted the loyal 
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party, who were completely routed, eleven of their leaders 
being banis~ed to a desert islet, but probably thrown over­
board on the way thither. Some of the missionaries were 
then sent to Ardeo, under the impression that their 
slaughtered brethren might have concealed some property. 
Everything, however, had already been carried off, and 
nothing remained but to bmy the dead bodies, all fright­
fully disfigured. The three missionaries were laid in one 
grave; bUfi as Burham. lIad fallen into a deep ditc~ whence 
he could not eaaily be removed, a quantity of earth was 
heaped in upon him, and 80 he was left in peace. A few 
trifling articles, together with two Bibles, were afterwards 
restored to the survivors, who were distributed among 
different chiefs, and compelled to work fOr their livelihood. 

The forge was reconstructed., but only to be seized by 
Ambler, and a kindred spirit named Knight. Stones were 
constantly thrown at the house in which they occasionally 
met for prayer and exposition of the Bible, and for nine 
weary months they went in daily fear of their lives, besides 
being frequently in want of the commonest food. One 
night Mr Willtinson overheard a native propose to another 
that they should drive a ragged cocoa-nut shell into his 
skull with their clubs, and he lay awake for hours expect­
ing the dread moment. Tha' peril passed. over; but on 
&!lother day he and Mr Beak were soundly cudgelled by 
the chief with whom they lodged, and tumed out of his 
house, for the sake of the fowls and yams they had 
accumulated by their industry-the one as a carpenter, the 
other as a smith. Thus they dragged on a miserable 
existence until the evening of the 21st January, 1800, 
when the report of two heavy guns fired Qft' the coast 
inspired them with tbaDkfulneas and hope. On the 

N' 



194 Mi88ionaJry Life in the Scruihern Seas, 

morrow they went off in a canoe to an English vessel, 
which conveyed them in safety to Port Jackson. Veeson, 
of course, was left behind; but in the following year, as 
already mentioned, he too escaped from Tonga; and twenty­
two years elapsed before the attempt was renewed to 
establish a missionary station in the Friendly Islands. 

These islands consist of three groups, forming one large 
cluster of nearly 200 islands, of which not forty are in­
habited, the rest being mostly barren rocks or volcanic 
islets, still in activity. The most southerly group is that 
of which Tonga or Tongatabu is the largest member, being 
twenty miles in length by eleven in breadth, and almost a 
dead level, with the exception of a mound, perhaps of 
artificial origin. To this group also belong -Eua, Vueika, 
Atata, Taf'a, &c. The central or Hapai group comprises 
Lifuka, Foa, Haano, Uih&, Lofuga, Oua, N omuka, &c.; 
while the northern or Haafuluhao group embraces Vavau, 
Otea, Huga, Ovaka, Fuamotu, Koloa, Oloua, Of'u, Lati, 
Toku, &c. 

Since the first discovery of these islands by Tasman, 
idolatry had waxed mightily. The missionaries came 
to the conclusion that there were at least seventy gods, 
most of whom were regarded as malignant demons. 
The two principal gods were believed to dwell in heaven, 
and to be uncreated. No sacrifices or other public worship 
were offered to these spiritual beings, nor were their 
names ever mentioned-being known, indeed, to only a 
few of the greatest chief's. After nightf'all the natives 
never willingly ventured abroad, from fear of encountering 
the gods, to whom the land was sacred during the hours 
of darkness. In the case of the chiefs the soul was deemed 
immortal, but the common people perished like the beasts 
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of the field. Infanticide, at least, was not one of the 
crimes attributable to the Friendly Islanders. On the 
contrary, they are represented as of an affectionate dis­
position, and fond of their children, who were well fed 
and tenderly nurtured. Cannibalism, however, prevailed 
in war-time, and victors usually feasted upon the bodies 
of the vanquished. 

The martial spirit was an exotic, introduced from the Fiji 
Islands. It was the practice of the Fijians to kill and 
cook all strangers driven upon their shores by adverse 
winds; but they appear to have made an exception in 
favour of their Tongan neighbours, the distance between 
the two clusters not exceeding 250 miles. Several Tongan 
colonies were accordingly formed on Lakemba, and by 
degrees the more adventurous spirits acquired the habit of 
crossing from the Friendly to the Fiji Islands, in order to 
take an active part in the scenes of strife and bloodshed 
that were there of constant recurrence. .After a time the 
use of arms became familiar to the Tongans likewise, 
who soon proved worthy of their truculent teachers. Wars 
were incessantly waged between the chiefs of the d.i1ferent 
groups, in which English sailors-some of them deserters, 
others saved from the massacre of crews surprised and 
slaughtered by the treacherous savages-played a dis­
tinguished if unenviable part. 

For two and twenty years after the :flight of the surviv-
. ing members of the first mission, the natives of the 
Friendly Islands were abandoned to their own evil devices. 
About the middle of 1822, however, the Rev. Walter 
Lawry, a Wesleyan minister, sailed from Sydney for 
Tonga, accompanied by his wife and child, an old English 
Methodist who had lived with him for some years, a car-



196 Missionary Life in the SO'tJJ,herfl, Seas. 

penter, a blacksmith, and a boy from the Marquesas, taken 
as an interpreter, but found useful only as a cook, owing 
to the difference between the Eastern and Westem Poly­
nesian dialects. The reception at first accorded to the 
newcomers was all that could be desired; but a change 
soon came over the bearing of the natives towards them. 
The report went abroad that they were spies, and the old 
objections were raised to their prayers and meditations. 
In spite, however, of visible antipathy, and even of threats, 
a comfortable house was built, a blacksmith's forge erected, 
fruit-trees from New South W al~ planted, and enclosures 
made for cattle and poultry. . 

These material advantages were duly appreciated; and 
great was the excitement when a young Tongan chief, who 
had gone to Sydney in the ship that brought Mr Lawry, 
returned to his home and described the wonders he had 

. seen. At the conclusion of his speech, he assured his 
hearers that they would never do well until they also be­
came Christians, and to this proposition they readily 
assented, but without taking any steps to evince their 
sincerity. On the expiration of fourteen months,Mr Lawry 
was constrained to quit Tonga in consequence of his wife's 
illness, and the people testified much sorrow at his de­
parture; for he had won their respect by his blameless 
life and constant readiness to assist his neighbours. And 
yet his ship was scarcely out of sight before they began to 
ill-treat the carpenter and blacksmith whom he had left 
under their assured protection. 

Another interval now intervened, during which mission­
ary labour was 8118peDded among the Friendly Islands. 
At last the set time came, the appointed hour struck, for 
the downfall of heathenism and the uprearing of the Chris-
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tian standard. In 1826 the Rev. John Thomas landed at 
Hihifo, as the representative of the W weyan Missionary 
Society. On his arrival there was not a single convert to 
greet him-at his departure in 1850 there was scarce one 
professed heathen in the entire clnster, with the eiception 
of a handful of idolaters in Tonga. This happy consum­
mation, however, was attained only after much patient 
endurance of insnlts and outrages, mingled with murderous 
threats. 

At&, the chief of the Hihifo district, while pretending 
friendship for the missionaries, forbade his people to attend 
public worship, or even to receive religions instruction. 
A. famine being apprehended, it was asserted that the 
gods of Tonga were offended at the intrusion of the foreign 
gods, and, being the more powerful, were about to punish 
their worshippers for listening to Mr Thomas and his col­
leagues. It was throughout up-hill work at Hihifo; and • in 1829 that worthy man gave up the thankless task, and 
accepted the invitation of the king of the Hapai group to 
preach the Word to his subjects. <:>n his way he touched 
at Nukualofa, where the door of inquiry had been opened 
by two native teachers from Tahiti. 

A little later Messrs Turner and Cross settled at this 
station, and were rewarded with a rapid success. The 
seventh day was set apart, so far at least that all labour 
was suspended; heathen practices were gradually given up, 
and the atteudance at the schools increased month by 
month. During his sojourn at Nukualofa Mr Thomas was 
informed that, owing to want of funds, his projected mission 
to the Hapai Islands mnst be abandoned for the present. 
While yet regretting this disappointment, and casting about 
in his mind which course to pursue, a small box was 
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brought to him which had been picked up on the beach. 
Among its contents was a letter addressed to himself, 
stating that all P,OOuniary difficulties had been removed, 
and authorising him to carry out his original views. This 
important letter had been sent by a schooner from Sidney, 
which foundered oft' New Zealand, nothing being saved but 
the little box so opportunely washed ashore. 

Mr Thomas reached Lifuga, the largest island of the 
Hapai group, on the 30th January 1830, but too late to 
witness the destruction of the idols. The king had early 
contracted a disgust for the religious practices of his an­
cestors, and become impressed with the superior excellence 
of Christianity. On his return, therefore, to his own 
dominions from Tonga, where he had greatly profited by 
Mr Thomas's teaching, his first step was to destroy all the 
idols and temples in the island where he habitually resided. 
His ex8.mple was geIierally followed; but in one island the 
chiefs l'e&olved to get up a counter-demonstration. They 
accordingly proclaimed a great feast in honour of the gods, 
and set about catching· turtle, and other fish set apart for 
chiefs and priests. Their intentions, however, were baftled 
by the boldness of the king, who drove a herd of pigs into 
the inclosure, assigned the temple as a sleeping apartment 
for his female attendants, and hung up the idols by the 
neck to the rafters. 

This king, whose name was Taufaahau, is called by 
the Wesleyans King George, and his spouse Queen Char­
lotte. It is certainly to be regretted that they should 
have thought it necessary to baptize their converts by 
Biblical Dames, which for the most part are not even the 
names of Christians. There was a teacher, for instance, 
baptized Lot, another Jehoshaphat, a third Shadmch. 
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Then we come upon King Josiah Tupou and his brother 
Abraham, upon King Zephaniah, upon Naphthali, a chief, 
grandson of the truculent Finau, and, worse than all, 
upon Jochebed Febia, "the poetic hairdresser." These 
eccentricities, however, must be condoned in the face 
of the permanent good effected by the Wesleyans both in 
the Friendly and the Fiji Islands. 

Within six years after his disembarkation at Hihifo 
Mr Thomas was able to reckon up six thousand converts 
in the former of these large clusters. In the Hapai group 
he found the people, though utterly ignorant, expectant, 
respectful, and docile. Indeed, the will of a chief was 
usually a law unto his subjects, and wherever lotti, or the 
new religion, was adopted by a man of in1luence, his 
dependants seldom failed to follow his example without 
hesitation. For a long time the great obstacle to mission­
ary progress was Finau ; but even he was finally prevailed 
upon by King George to allow a missionary to settle in 
Vavau. Placing seven of his principal idols in a row, 
Finau addressed them separately, telling them that he 
meant to bum them, so that if they were gods, they had 
better be off at once and save themselves. As not one of 
the' images was gifted with the power of locomotion, he set 
fire to their temple, and within a few hours seventeen 
other temples were in a b1aze. At his death in 1833, 
Finau declared King George his successor, and from that 
time Christianity became the unopposed religion of the 
Haafuluha as well as of the Hapai group. • 

Perils by land and by sea, however, were to be en­
countered in addition to the threats and violence of the 
heathen. In 1833, for instance, Mr Turner's house was 
blown down by one of the terrible storins with which Vavau 
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is so frequently visited; and his wift! was barely dragged 
out. ¥ore the entire structure fell to the ground. Xr Cross 
waif less iortunate., Sailing from Nulmalofa to Vavau. in 
~. ~e. open canoe, he was wrecked upon a reef; and 
though he succeeded for some time in keeping his wife 
aftoat upon a plank, she was speedily drowned by the 
surf breaking over her head. Fourteen men and five 
childre~ perished 'at the same time. 

Some years Jatar Messrs Webb and West were upset 
in ·the darkness of night while proceeding to the shore 
from a ship that had brought them letters and presents 
from friends far away. These treasures 'Were lost, and 
they themselves were only saved through the fidelity of 
the natives, who held them up till they bad succeeded 
in righting the canoe. So late as 1847 the two mission­
aries settled at Nukualofa had the sole charge of twenty­
eight stations, one of which was Eua, an island fifteen 
Jbi1~ distant, to which they:were in the habit of sailing 
ill all weathers in an open canoe. 

In 1835 Mr Tucker prevailed upon King George to 
liberate his slaves; but a check to missionary progress was 
ex~rienced two years afterwards when a civil war broke 
out between the Christians and .the heathen. The former, 
indeed, prevailed, but large ~ctB of land were laid deso­
late, and the people themselves terribly demoralised. .Again, 
.in 1840, the Christians were frequently fired upon, until at 
last they were compelled in self-defence to tum upon their 
assailants. It was in this year that Captain Croker of 
H.M.S. FafJOUnts lost his life in a rash assault upon a 

. native fortress at Baa, and his sad fate is the more to be 
lamented that his repulse was mainly due to two English 
vagabonds. 
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In 1842 a heathen chieftain named Fatu despairing of 
recoTery, a boy of ~even years of age, anointe4 ,and 
decorated, was strangled in his presence .by two pien, one 
of whom was the vicWn's own father. ThiS extreme 
measure failing to impart vigour to the dying man; 
recourse was had to Mr Thomas, to whom he protested the 
keenest BOrroW for his sins,' and declared that he died 
trusting in the merits of his Redeemer. • 

Among other stumblingblocks was the unchristian-like 
rivalry of popish missionaries, supported, to a c~rtain 
extent, by French men-of-war, who endeavoured to dis­
credit their Protestant brethren, representing their religion 
as a modern innovation, and a mistake. They are also 
charged with conniving at polygamy and other dissolute· 
usages, BO that the natives themselves were scandalised 
at their laxity. 

When Mr Lawry in 1847 returned to the scene of his 
apparently fruitless labours in 1822, he was astonished to' 
observe the marvellous change that had been wrought in 
that quarter of a century. On paying his respects to the 
king and queen, the former remarked, .. We are glad to 
see you, and praise the Lord for sending you." The 
following day being Sunday, the king, at the oonclusion 
of the sermon, offered up a prayer with such touching 
earnestness, that the congregation 'was moved to tears and 
sobs. 

On the next Sunday King George preached an excellent 
sermon on the text, "I am come that ye might have life." 
He was dressed in black, and held in his hand a. small, 
bound MS. book, in which he had written out his dis­
course, though he seldom referred to it. His delivery was 
fluent, his action graceful, and his deportmillt dignified. 

I 
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In his heathen days he had cut oft' a little finger, whose 
absence reminded him of what he was only eighteen years 
past and gone. 

The natives generally, however, were excessively in­
dolent, and could not be induced to work for the mission­
aries except by the promise of absurdly high pay. But by 
1850 this innate laziness had given place to cheerful 
co-operation in all useful undertakings. Many of the 
chiefs had become local preachers, and would walk to the 
meeting-house with a clean shirt under their arm, which . 
they sometimes forgot to put on till they were actually in 
the pulpit. A local preacher having one day appeared in 
a garment of scanty dimensions, explained that his wife, 
who was a class-leader, being in want of a garment, he 
had cut oft' the lower part of his shirt to make her a 
pinafore. 

It may be doubtful if any lasting good is likely to arise 
from the revivals, awakenings, and emotional outbursts to 
which these islanders appear liable; and it would certainly 
be preferable if they could be taught to walk soberly, 
calmly, and steadily in the path of regeneration. Still it 
would be unjust not to recognise the marvellous success 
of the Wesleyan missionaries in reclaiming these fierce 
and stubborn savages. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE J1JI ISLANDS. 

Early European visitors-General description-Tanoa'8 crne1ty­
Privileges of the chiefs-Crimes and their punishments-The 
Vasu-MortaIity in war-Treatment of captives-The warriora' 
return-Decrease of the popuIation-Revenge-Suicide-Mur­
dar begets murder-lncoJl8i.atencies of Character-Fruits of 
polygamy-Infanticide-Inhnman practices-Cannibalism. 

To the north-west of Tonga, and only 250 miles distant, 
lie the Fiji Islands, 225 in number, though only 80 are 
inhabited, and some of these by a mere handful of savages. 
Distributed in the form of a horse-shoe, they vary in size 
from a coral reef, or volcanic rook, to islands of really 
considerable magnitude and romantic beauty. 

The first European who visited them was the Dutch 
seaman Jansen Tasman, after whose time they appear to 
have remained unnoticed until Cook lay-to oft' ihe little 
island of Vatoa, in the Windward group, to which he gave 
the name of Turtle Island. In 1789, and again in 1792, 
Captain Bligh sighted several members of the claster, and 
four years later the Duff was nearly lost oft' Taviuni 
Quite at the commencement of the present century, twenty­
seven convicts of the most desperate character escaped from. 
New South Wales and took service under different chiefs; 
who gratified their brutal passions to the utmost in return 
for the immense advantage they realised from their fire.. 
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a1'Dls in time of war. In a few years, however, nearly 
the whole gang were destroyed, and many of them eaten, 

• thouga two survived till 1824, and one till 1840. The 
last, named Paddy Connor, had. attached himself to the 
King of Rewa, who humoured every whim of the monster. 
If any one chanced to offend this wretch, the king would 
bid him prepare an oven and, when it was red-hot, another 
man would be directed to murder him and throw him in. 
After the death of his patron, Connor left Rewa and led 
rather a dismal life, the other whites. though not them­
sel~ over-scrupulous, refusing to associate with him. 
His last days, it is said, were occupied in rearing pigs and 
poultry, and in looking after his forty-eight children. 

For many yean past these islands have been constantly 
frequented by European and American ships, both men-of­
war and trading-vessels, and a mixed population has 
sprung up, colbbining, as usual, the worst characteristics 
of both lines of parentage. The natives of the Leeward 
Islands call the entire group the Viti Islands, pronounced 
Fiji by those of the Wind ward group. The latter are of 

. .mall size, the largest, I&kemba, being less thiw. six miles 
in diameter-for it is nearly circular-and containing a 
population of about 2000 souls. Towards the north-east 

. of. the archipelago is the island of Taviuni. better known as 
• Som08Omo, twenty-five miles in length, and sixty-eight in ci.r­
c~rence, and which is simply an extinct volcano, rising 
2000 feet above the sea, the site of its ancient crater being 
now occupied by a lake. Few more charming spots are to 
be found even in the Pacific Ocean. At no great distance 
to the westward is situated Vanna Levu, or Great Land, 
twenty-five miles in breadth, and more than a hundred in 
length. The population exceeds 80,000. Bearing to the 
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south-west lies another luge island, called Na Viti Levu, 
or the Great Fiji, which measures ninety miles from east to 
west, and fifty from north to south. The mountains in the 
interior possess an altitude of over 4000 feet, ana the 
scenery is everywhere grandly picturesque, softened by a 
tropical vegetation. The Population is not less than 
50,000. Further away to the south the lofty islaBd of 
Kand!'vu contains upwards of 10,000 inhabitants, and is 
twenty-five miles long, by about seven in breadth. 

For convenience sake the Rev. Thomas Williams pro­
poses to divide the archipelago into eight compartments. 
Beginning from the south-east, he takes first the Ono group, 
to which he assigns Ono, Ndoi, Mana, Undui, Yanuya, Tu­
vana-i-tholo, and Tavana-i-ra. Nothing is certainly known 
as to the time when these islands were first peopled, though 
there is good reason for believing that the original inhabi­
tants were derived from the dark-skinned primitive 
races of India. In the Windward or westerly groups 
there are traces of the admixture of Tongan blood; but 
the practice of slaying and cooking all 'foreigners has 
preserved the Leeward groups from Malay colonists. In 
some respects the Fijians resemble the Papuan negroes, 
though superior to these in form and feature. They are, in 
fact, the connecting-link between the eastem and wes~ 
Polynesians, though possessing many peculiarities in Ian-' 
guage, character, and usages, owing to their Toluntary , 
isolation from their neighbours on either side. . 

According to the ReT. J. D. Geden, there are at least 
fifteen dialects spoken in these islands, difi'ering as much 
from one another as Spanish from Portuguese. The purest 
dialect is that spoken at Khau, an ,islet connected by a 
coral reef with the south-eastem extremity of Viti Levu. 
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Pronunciation is marked by several singularities. The 
English aspirate is unknown, as also ch, as in II church," th 
as in "thistle," while p,f,j, and the soft 9 are heard only 
in the Windward Islands frequented by the Tongans. Ph 
is always sounded as in .. that," 9 and q as ng in "linger," 
and knot unfrequently as gin" guest." II The sounds of 
a and b," continues Mr Geden, II even though standing, 
where they continually stand, at the beginning of a word, 
are never enunciated without a nasal before them, n 
being heard before a, m before b. Thus, Doi, one of the 
islands, is pronounced Ndoi, and Ban, Mbau." For reasons 
best known to themselves, the early missionaries adopted c 
to represent the Fijian th, and thus Thama is spelt Oama, 
and King Thakombau's name is metamorphosed into 
Oacobau. 

Prior to the commencement of the present century, 
the political history of the FijiaIi. Archipelago is en­
veloped in darkness; but there can be little doubt that 
each separatA3 group was practically independent of its 
neighbours, and governed by its own local chiefs. About 
the year 1800, however, an ambitious and energetic chief, 
named N a Ulivou, was the foremost man in Mbau, and 
through his numerous successes obtained the title of Vu­
ni-valu, or The Boot of War, which has descended to his 
successors. This island-conqueror died in 1829, and was 
succeeded by his brother Tanoa, a confirmed cannibal, 
whose troubled reign terminated in 1852. The cruelty of 
this savage was simply fiendish. A cousin having offended 
him was condemned to death. "After having kissed his 
relative," says Mr Williams, "Tanoa cut off his arm at 
his elbow, and drank the blood as it flowed warm from 
the severed veins. The arm, still quivering with life, he 
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threw upon a fire, and, when sufficiently cooked, ate it in 
presence of its proper owner, who was then dismembered, 
limb by limb, while the savage murderer looked with 
pitiless brutality on the dying agonies of his victim." At 
another time he commanded his youngest son to 
be put to death, and selected another of his sons to be the 
executioner. The blow struck by the latter not proving 
fatal, the unnatural parent bellowed out, ee Kill him I kill 
him I " and the fratricidal act was consummated. When 
his own end was at hand, he eagerly inquired how many of 
his wives would be strangled to bear him company, and 
appeared content when assured that not fewer than five 
should be despatched. 

Though Mbau pretends to the sovereignty of the archi­
pelago, the other islands stand rather in the relation of 
vassals than of subjects, and render or withhold their 
homage according to circumstances. Even the subordinate 
chiefs are absolute within their own jurisdiction, and are 
supposed to derive their power from the gods. .A chief, 
being refused a man'. hoe, carried oft' his wife; another, 
being desirous to collect his people more closely round 
him., threatened to bake the recalcitrants; and a third 
ordered a village to be burnt, a child perishing in the flames, 
because the villagers had brought him a smaller quantity . 
of reeds than he required. Criminality is measured by 
the rank of the oft'ender. .A chief, if he be sufficiently 
powerful, cannot be brought before any tribunal. The 
most heinous oft'ences are theft, adultery, abduction, witch­
craft, violation of the tabu, incendiarism, and disrespectful 
conduct towards a chief. 

"Theft," writes Mr Williams, "is punished by fine, 
repayment in kind, loss of a finger, or clubbing. Either 

1 
I 
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~, o~ loss of the finger, ear, or nose, is iDflicted on the dis­
respectful The other crimes are punished with death, the 
instrument being the club, the noose, or the musket. 
Adultery taxes vindictive ingenuity the most. For this 
offence the criminals may b8 shot, clubbed, or strangled; 
the man may lose his wife, who is seized, on behalf of 
the aggrieved party, by his friends; he may be deprived of 
his land, have his h01l8e burnt, his canoe taken away, or 
his plantations destroyed." Injured persons are allowed to 
be the redressers of their own wrongs. A man may be 
bound to a log and exposed for hours to the fierce rays of 
the sun beating full upon his face, or the roof may be 
stripped off his house, or he may be pelted with huge 
stones, or his fingers may be cut off, in expiation of 
private and tri1ling ofFences. Not unfrequently vicarious 
punishment is in1licted, and a native has been known to 
ofFer his father to be hanged in order to save his own neck. 

One of the most singular institutions of the Fijians is 
the V un, a word literally signifying a nephew or niece. 
No matter how potent a man may be, he is subject to the 
caprices and cupidity of his nephew. A chie( being at 
war with his uncle, claimed, and was allowed, the right of 
supplying himself with ammunition from his enemy's 
stores. An uncle may layout a plantation, erect a dwell­
ing house, or build a canoe, and straightway a nephew may 
blow a conch-shell, and thereby announce his entering into 
possession. 

In war-time the mortality, though considerable, was not 
so great as might be imagined; and it is stated that since 
the introduction of firearms the chiefs have been less 
prone than formerly to betake themselves to the last resort, 
bullets being no respectors of peraoD& The annual loss of 
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life by war has been estimated at between 1500 Uld 2000, 
exclusive of the widows strangled to accompany their lords. 
In a pitched battle it rarely happened that more than two 
or three hundred were slain. The Rev. Thomas Williams, 
who spent thirteen years among these islanders, states the 
largest number that ever fell within his own knowledge 
at about four hundred, including women and children,­
from twenty to a hundred constituting the ordinary 
.. butcher's bill" Towns were more often taken through 
treachery than by force of arms, and terrible scel1es were 
usually enacted when a place fell into the power of the 
besiegers. The treatment of captives was atrocious. 
After being stunned, they would be thrown into hot ovens, 
and their efforts to esCape, as consciousness gradually ~ 
turned, excited the loudest merriment. Ohildren, again, 
would be hung by the feet from the mast-head of a canoe, 
until death ensued from their head being battered against 
the mast as the vessel rolled and pitched in the heavings 
of the se&. When canoes returned from the wars, the 
women crowded down to the beach, singiIlg ribald songs 
and dancing, the warriors in the boats also shouting and 
leaping and brandishing their clubs. Near the prow were 
laid the dead bodies of the enemy, male and female, and 
when unfastened were dragged along the ground by. the 
hands, with the face downwards, to the temple, preparatory 
to being baked and eaten. 

William Mariner, one of the survivors of the crew of the 
Porlrau-Prince massacred by the Friendly Islanders in 
1806, describes a horrible feast on a large scale that took 
place in one Qf the smaller Fiji Islands, in commemoration 
of a victory over a neighbouring islet. The king being 
seated in the open air, with his warriors forming a ring, a 

o 
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procession advanced from the cooking-places, two and two, 
on whose shoulders rested a long basket containing a 
human body barbecued like a pig. Boasted hogs were 
then brought in after the like fashion, followed by baskets 
of yams, each surmounted by a baked fowl When this 
horrid fare had been duly arranged, the guests were in­
formed that 2n) human bodies,200 hogs, 200 fowls, and 
200 baskets of yams had been provided for them. These 
ample supplies were then divided into small lots and dis­
tributed among the inhabitants, 80 that every man and 
woman in the island had a portion of each article, though 
only the chiefs and great warriors are specially mentioned 
as devourers of the human flesh. 

The population of the Fiji Islands has been variously 
estimated at from 135,000 to 300,000; but Mr Williams 
is convinced that about one-half of the latter number is 
nearest the truth. Since the commencement of the pres-­
ent century there has been a marked diminution of the 
number of inhabitants. Large tracts of land formerly cul­
tivated, and even many small islands, have been reduced 
to desolation and waste. Nor are the causes far to seek 
In addition to the loss of life in war-time, when the victims 
were mostly strong, able-bodied adults, the unnatural 
practices of widow-strangling, and of prematurely bmy­
ing the sick and infinn, together with the frequency of 
murder, largely tended to raise the rate of deaths above 
that of births, while immigration, except from the Friendly 
Islauds, was efFectually prevented, and the recuperative 
power of the people further counteracted by the wanton 
destruction of female infants. 

The spirit of revenge has likewise led to dreadful 
tragedies, for the Fijians have sufficient control over 
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themselves to conceal their real feelings, and thus throw 
their intended victim oft' his guard. "Intense and venge­
ful malignity," Mr Williams observes, "strongly marks 
the Fijian character. When a person is oft'~ded, he 
seldom says anything, but places a stick or stone in such 
a position as to remind him continually of hiS grudge until 
he has had revenge. Sometimes a man has hanging over 
his bed the dress of a murdered friend. or another will 
deprive himself of some favourite or even necessary food, 
while another will forego the pleasures of the dance-all 
being common ways of indicating swom revenge. Some­
times a man is seen with the exact half of his head closely 
cropped, to which disfigurement another will add & long 
twist of hair hanging down the back; and thus they will . 
appear until they have wreaked vengeance on those whQ 
slew their wives while fishing on the reet: From the 
ridge-pole of some chief's house, or a temple, a roll of 
tobacco is suspended, and there it must hang until taken 
down to be smoked over the dead body of some one of a 
hated tribe. A powerful savage, of sober aspect, is seen 
keeping profound silence in the village council. To 
ordinary inquiries he replies with a whistle. His son, 
the hero of the village, fell by a treacherous hand, and 
the father has vowed to abstain from the pleasures of 
conversation until he opens his lips to revile the corpse 
of his son's murderer, or to bless the man who deprived 
it of life." 

A Fijian will store up the memory of a wrong for 
years, until the opportunity of revenge presents itsel( 
and the debt of hatred is cancelled by the death of the 
wrong-doer. In former times the heart, liver, and tongue 
of the victim were devoured, if possible, upon the spot; 
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and oftentimes his limbs also were cooked and eaten, the 
head and trunk being generally buried or flung into the 
sea. And yet the people are described as a genial, cheer­
ful race, keen in argument, possessed of lively conversa.­
tional powers, endowed with considerable mechanical skill. 
and, though insensible to beauty, whether of art or nature, 
fond of legend and story, and passionate admirers of 
poetry. 

A most sensitive vanity, however, very commonly leads 
not only to childish demonstrations of anger, but even to 
suicide. A chieftain, being addressed by a younger brother 
with less respect than he considered his due, shot him­
self through the heart, though the ordinary mode of self­
destruction is by springing from the edge of a precipice, 
especially in the case of women. Covetousness culmin­
ating in theft, duplicity, falsehood, and ingratitude are dis­
tinguishing featnres of the Fijian character. Sensuality of 
the grossest description is affected by all classes, decency, 
considerateness, and self-denial, being qualities unknown 
or ignored. Murder, until quite recently, was the fruitful 
parent of murders. If the victim chanced to be a married 
man, at least one of his wives was strangled, and in most 
cases his mother also asked for death. A Fijian would often 
commit a murder in the hope of being talked about; and 
a chief confessed to Consul Pritchard, that for no other 
reason he once cut slices of flesh out of a living man, and 
eat them before his face. Another, who subsequently 
became a consistent Christian, in his desire to attain 
notoriety, sent his wife out to collect firewood, and bring 
him a bamboo, which he sharpened into a knife. He then 
killed and baked her, and feasted upon the choicest parts. 

Intermingled with all this ferocity ran a strong 
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current of natural affection, but which seems to have dried 
up when most needed. "I have been astonished," says 
Mr Williams, "to see the broad breast of a most ferocious 
savage heave and swell with strong emotion on bidding 
his aged father a temporary farewell. I have listened with 
interest to a man of milder mould, as he told me about his 
eldest son, his head, his face, his mien-the admiration of 
all who saw him. Yet this father assisted to strangle his 
son; and the son first-named buried his old father alive." 
A chief one day was dining with his son-in-law, a cooked 
iguana being provided for each. As the young man 
passed on the one intended for his senior, he accidentally 
broke oft' its tail. Nothing was said about the accident at 
the moment, and the relatives parted seemingly good friends; 
but at the first opportunity the chief slew his daughter's 
husband; to expiate the imaginary affront. 

Where there is a multitude of wives, there is naturally 
much envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness. A 
missionary's wife once asked a woman how it was that 
so many of her sex were nose1ess, and was told that the 
mutilation was the result of jealousy. If a wife became 
jealous of a co-mate, one or the other was certain to have 
her nose bitten or cut off. They would bite, kick, and 
cuff each other unmercifully, and even strive to slit the 
mouth open. 

A worse evil arising out of polygamy was the frequency 
of infanticide, especially of female babes. Not only were 
drugs taken to produce sterility, but mechanical means 
were employed to destroy the child unborn. After birth, a 
male child was rarely'doneaway with; but in the absence of 
a professional child-slayer, the mother herself would take 
the life of her female babe. The operation was horribly 
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simple. With two fingers she compressed the nostrils, 
while her thumb kept the little one's mouth shut. A con­
vulsion ensued, and the vital spark was extinguished. 
Strange anomaly t parents would destroy their own chil­
dren to make room for orphans, whom they brought up 
with infinite tendemess. 

The sick and infirm were either strangled or buried 
alive, and a like fate awaited. aged parents. Seldom 
less than two, and often four or five, wives were strangled 
to bear their deceased lord company in the world of 
spirits; and cases have occurred of as many as seventeen, 
and even eighty, wives being thus despatched. Natural 
death, it will be aeen~ was an exceptiGnal occurrence, 
and the gradual decrease of the population is thus readily 
explained. 

Cannibalism prevailed more generally among the Fijians 
than among any other of the Polynesian islanders, and is 
even now practised, when it can be done with the secrecy 
likely to ensure impunity. So recently as 1858, the in­
telligent missionary to whom such frequent allusion has 
been made, was constrained to admit that even then 
human bodies were .. sometimes eaten in connection with 
the building of a temple or canoe; or in launching a Ia!ge 
canoe; or on taking down the mast of one which has brought 
some chief on a visit; or for the feasting of such as take 
tribute to a principal place. A chief has been known to 
kill several men for rollers, to facilitate the launching of 
his canoes, the "rollers" being afterwards cooked and eaten. 
Formerly a chief would kill a man or men on laying doWJ;l 
a keel for a new canoe, and try to add one for each fresh 
plank. These were always eaten as II food for the car­
penters." I believe that this is never done now; neither 
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is it now common to ihu1'der men in order to wash the 
deck of a new canoe with blood." 

These are only a few of the C88e8 which were held 
to require the death of a human being. and the serving 
up of his corpse as a dainty dish. The bodies of 
chiefs were seldom eaten, or of those who died of 
natural causes. Captives or enemies slain in war-time 
were preferred; but when these failed, obnoxious or 
friendless persons were substituted without hesitation. 
When the supply was greater than could be disposed of 
while sweet and fresh, the head, hands, intestines, and 
even the whole trunk, were thrown away; at other times 
every part was consumed. When a body was baked whole, 
it was placed in the oven in a sitting posture, and when 
taken out was covered with black powder, and a wig 
clapped on its head. For boiling, the flesh was cut off 
from the bones; while for roasting, the limbs were sepa­
rately disjointed, and the neck being cut through to the 
bone, the head was dexterously twisted off by a quick 
movement of the carver's hands. Women seldom partook 
of human flesh, though their own was preferred to that of 
men. The priests were prohibited from touching this 
unnatural food, so that it was said of the head, which no 
one cared to eat, that it was the priest's portion. A con­
firmed cannibal thought littl~ of any other kind of flesh in 
comparison with that of his fellow-men. It is on record 
that one particular Fijian must have eaten 900 bodies, 
without assistance from his neighbours. After his family 
had begun to grow up, he marked the number of corpses 
he demolished by placing in a line a stone for every fresh 
one. The Rev. R. B. Lyth found this line to measure 232 
paces, while his companion counted 872 stones. Another 
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man-eater had consumed 48, wheJi his conversion to 
Christianity put an end to the horrid " tale." 

This slight sketch of the truly saV&e,ae character of these 
islanders may suffice to induce the reader to accept, as a 
lifelike delineation, Mr Williams's description of a Fijian 
when lashed into rage, and surprised oft' his habitual self­
control "The forehead is suddenly filled with wrinkles ; 
the large nostrils distend and smoke; the staring eyeballs 
grow red, and gleam with terrible ftashings; the mouth is 
stretched into a murderous and disdainful grin ; the whole 
body quivers with excitement; every muscle is strained, 
and the clenched fist seems eager to bathe itself in the 
blood of him who has roused this demon of fury." 

• 



OHAPTER xv. 
THE J'IJI ISLANDS. 

First IIllS8lOD to Lakem.ba-Discomfort&-Experiencea at MOau, 
Rewa, and Viwa-Mission established at Somosomo-Scenea of 
horror-Removal of the missionaries-Light dawning upon 
Ono-Failure of the Lakemban expedition against Ono-Mr 
Wataford'B labours and vention&-Mrs Hazlf;wood'B perilous 
position-RomiBh priest&. 

IT was not until the year 1835 that any attempt was made 
to form a missionary settlement in the Fiji Archipelago. 
The Windward Islanders had by that time been in some 
measure prepared for the reception of divine truths by their 
constant intercourse with the Friendly Islands. Not a few 
of the Tongans who were in the habit of repairing to 
lAkemba were Christian converts, and sufficiently in 
earnest to desire that others also should receive the good 
tidings which had reached themselves. A certain degree 
of curiosity, and even of interest, touching the character­
istics of the "new religion," had thus been excited 
among the inhabitants of the eastern islands, and the way 
prepared for the friendly reception of the pa.1e-fa.ced 
foreigners, who arrived oft' Lakemba on the 12th October' 
1835. 

The first missionaries who ventured upon this perilous 
undertaking were two Wesleyan ministers, the Rev. 
William Oross and the Rev. David Oargill, A.M., who 
sailed from Vavau with a warm letter of recommendation 
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from King George of Tonga. The Lakemba chief at 
once promised protection from insult and outrage, granted 
them a piece of land for the erection of suitable premises, 
and placed at their disposal, in the meantime, one of his 
own largest dwelling-houses. The last offer they declined, 
because of the apparent unhealthiness of the town, but 
accepted the temporary use of a canoe-shed by the sea-
side. . 

In three days the mission-house was erected by the 
zealous co-operation of the natives; and on the fourth day 
the missionaries took possession, and set about arranging 
their furniture, and fixing the doors and windows. It is 
almost superfluous to remark that the original buildings 
were exceeding slight, and only intended as a makeshift, 
until the king fulfilled his promise to provide them with a 
permanent and substantial residence. 

.An opportune hurricane, that laid their temporary home 
level with the ground, brought about the tardy execution 
of this engagement; and a meeting-house was at the same 
time constructed, chiefly with the materials of the p1'08-
trate posts and pillars. The work of the carpenter, joiner, 
and smith devolved upon the missionaries themselves, who 
had to labour with their own hands, as well as superintend 
the rude collaboration of their Tongan we1.lwishers, for 
the Fijians themselves afforded but little aid or encourage­
ment. Indeed, considerable vigilance was necessary to 
check the predatory propensities of the latter, who never 
scrupled to appropriate whatever they could purloin 
without detection. The acquisition of the dialect chiefly 
spoken in the Leeward group also demanded unflagging 
application, and, altogether, the newly-arrived missionaries 
found their time very sufficiently occupied. 
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Nor were their zeal aDd industry doomed to beaT no 
fruit. Within six months after their disembarkation they 
had a regular congregation of two hundred persons, and 
well-attended claases for pupils of all ages. The majority 
of the converts we!e Tongans, but with a fair sprinkling 
of Fijians. A still greater number grew dissatisfied with 
idolatry and its attendant burdens, and refused to work on 
the seventh day, or to offer the first-fruits of their gardens 
to the principal god. of the island. The priests now began 
to perceive that their own craft would be endangered, if 
the strangers were permitted to prosecute their proselyt­
ising labo1U8 without interruption. All sorts of terrible 
threats were accordingly spread abroad, and the fierce 
anger of the gods was denounced against all who should 
adopt the new mode of worship. In two small towns, 
moreover, the houses of the converts were plundered, their 
crops destroyed, and their wives carried off and brought 
to the king. The meekness displayed by the sufferers is 
said to have produced an extraordinary effect upon their 
tormentors, while the beneficence and intelligence of the 
new-comers contrasted. favourably with the ignorance, 
selfishness, and false promises of their own priests. 

But while their spiritual labours were thus prosperous, 
the missionaries themselves were soon reduced to very 
straitened circnmsta.nces. The supply of a.rtic1es for 
barter which had been landed for their use was soon 
exhausted, the Fijians exacting full remuneration for the 
smallest services. The awkwardness of native servants, 
too, proved in the long-run scarcely less destructive than 

• the temole hurricanes which so frequently rage amid 
those islands. Then the flour turned musty and unwhole­
some, and only at long intervals could trading captains be 
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induced to incur the danger of shipwreck among man­
eating savages. Fortunately the Fijians did not affect 
the flesh of white men, pronouncing it too salt, though in 
the absence of black meat they would occasionally devour 
a European. Stores, indeed, were sent to Tonga, but 
there they remained to spoil, while the distress of the 
mission families was aggravated by a protracted period 
of scarcity with which Lakemba was just then visited. 
"Pigs," says Mr Calvert, "were tabu for two successive 
years; and, as yet, the missionaries had not begun to 
feed their own pork. Even fish and crabs became rare. 
The articles of barter were all gone. Prints and calicoes, 
sorely wanted for family use, were parted with to obtain 
food, or for the payment of wages. Trunks, wearing 
apparel, and everything else available, were thus disposed 
of. Mere conveniences, such as cooking utensils or 
crockery-ware had disappeared, 80 that Mr Cargill had 
only one tea-cup left, and that had lost its handle." 

At last, in August 1838, H.M.S. Oonway, commanded 
by Captain Bethune, brought sundry stores that had been 
lying at Vavau for many months, and the half-starved 
and half-clad missionaries once more took heart, and, in 
spite of sickness and sorrow, resolved to remain loyally at 
the post of duty. Not the least of their tribulations was 
the long delay in hearing from home, letters being often 
eighteen months old before they came to hand. 

Nothing disheartened, Mr Cross, though in ill-health, 
decided upon extending the sphere of the Wesleyan 
mission to the Leeward groups likewise, and accordingly 
removed with his family and household goods to Mbau,. 
adjacent to, and almost connected with, N a Viti Levu, or 
Great Fiji At the moment of his landing, two human 
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bodies were being baked to celebrate the restoration of 
the old king, Tanoa, who, having been driven into exile by 
his long-oppressed subjects, had just been brought back 
through the craft and subtlety of his youthful son Sern, 
surnamed Thakombau. Tanoa was civil, and even friendly, 
to the missionary; but the place was so crowded and un­
settled, that the latter judged it more expedient to accept 
the invitation of the King of Rewa, a town on the larger 
island, who not only offered a house and land for his use, 
but declared that his subjects were free to become Chris­
tians whenever they pleased. 

For a while :Mr Cross had reason to rejoice over the 
step he had taken, until he was seized with an intermittent 
fever, succeeded by cholera, followed by typhus fever. 
For six weeks he lay ill in the one low, damp room that 
constituted the entire dwelling-place of his family. 
Happily, his sufferings came to the knowledge of Mr 
David Whippy, an American settler, who did all that lay 
in his power to alleviate this sore aftliction. On his 
recovery, the king built him a substantial house, and the 
people soon began to :flock around the stranger and listen 
to his teaching. An attempt, indeed, was made to set fire 
to his house, and big stones were occasionally thrown at 
him; but the king did his utmost to protect his guest, and 
exhibited strong displeasure whenever he was molested. 

Towards the close of 1838, Mr Cross was requested by 
the chief of Viwa, a neighbouring islet, to send him a 
teacher, as he was desirous of embracing the low. This 
chief, Namosimalua, had been· distinguished, even among 
the Fijians, for his fierce, sanguinary disposition; but the 
destruction of his town by the French, as a reprisal for 
his massacre of the captain and nearly all the crew of the 
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brig L'AimoJJl8 Josephine, had softened his heart, and 
determined him to profess the white man's faith. A 
teacher was accordingly sent, a large chapel opened for 
public worship, and the work of conversion fairly com­
menced. 

In the course of this same year, the Rev. John Hunt, 
the Rev. T. J. Jaggar, and the Rev. James Oalvert, with 
their respective wives, arrived in I.akemba from England. 
Mr Hunt at once proceeded, with ample snpplit'J3, to rein­
force Mr Cross, by whose unaided exertions one hundred 
and forty inhabitants of Rewa and Viwa had already been 
persuaded to avow themselves Christians, while very many 
more had turned from their idols, but lacked the moral 
courage to break entirely with the past. As I.akemba 
was evidently too remote from the larger islands of the 
archipelago to serve as a central point, it was resolved to 
remOTe the headquarters, together with the printing-press, 
to Rewa, where food was always abundant, and labour 
readily obtainable. It was further arranged that Messrs 
Hunt and Lyth should accede to the urgent request of the 
chief of Somosomo, and establish a new station in the 
northern island of Taviuni 

The motives that actuated the King of Som08Omo were 
rather of a material than spiritual nature. Accompanied 
by his two sons and a large party of chiefs, he had visited 
I.akemba shortly after the arrival of the first batch of mis­
sionaries, and had been much struck by the quantity of Talu­
able property possessed by the foreigners. His eldest son 
had shown himself particularly anxious to obtain some 
knowledge of the end and o~ of Christianity. But 
when Mr Cargill asked him if he believed that what he 
had heard was true, he exclaimed, "True I everything 
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that comes from the white man's country is true; musket4 
and gunpowder are true, and your religion must be trUe.-· 
The reasoning may not be very logical, but it was suc~ 
as might be expected from an uncultured savage, and at 
least evinced a disposition to treat such highly-favoured 
individuals with a certain degree of respect. This expec­
tation was by no means fu11illed. 

NotwithstandiBg his mgent solicitations to have a mis­
sionary attached to his island, the king took no trouble to 
render the position of Messrs Hunt and Lyih even tole~ 
able. He allowed them, indeed, to live in one of his spare 
houses, but he was early indignant with them for pre­
suming to intercede on behalf of the women appointed 
to be murdered because one of his sons had been wrecked 
on the island of Ngau, and eaten by the inhabitants. In 
spite of their remonstrances, sixteen women were st1'8.Jlgled, 
most of whom were buried within a few yards of the door 
of their hotl8e. A. few months later eleven dead bodies 
were landed under their very eyes, and laid out to be 
divided. When taken away to be cooked, the corpses 
were roughly dragged along the ground by the hands, or 
by a rope round the neck. 

The ovens for cooking human dash were close to the 
missionaries' dwelling, and the natives took offence at 
their closing their blinds to shut out the horrid spectacle 
of their cannibal feasts. Not only did they find difficulty 
in procuring sufficient supplies of proper food, but were 
subjected to insults and threats, and even confronted with 
the shadow of death. One day the king's son actually 
rushed into their house with a club, with the intention of 
braining Mr Lyth, beca.use he had declined to purchase 
part of a melon from the kiDg's favourite wife. The 
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intended victim contrived to escape from the room, and 
after a while Mr Hunt succeeded in calming the savage. 
-For many hours of a subsequent night the missionaries 
and their wives were kept in terrible suspense, expecting 
every moment to be their last. Hanging up their mosquito­
curtains agaiaat the reed walls of their apartment, to pre­
vent prying eyes from watching their doings, the devoted 
little band prayed fervently for deliverance from the hands 
of their enemies, while humbly submitting themselves to 
the will of their heavenly Father. Suddenly, about mid­
night, loud ringing cries broke the silence without. The 
capricious savages had passed from one whim to another, 
and, postponing the massacre of the Christians, were calling 
upon the dancing-women to come out and make sport "for 
them by torchlight. 

Death and the oven were denounced against apostates 
from idolatry, which deterred the common people, many 
of whom were previously well disposed towards Chris­
tianity, from frequenting the society of the missionaries. 
So painful, indeed, had become the position of these 
unfortunate men, that Commodore Wilkes, of the United 
States Navy, while testifying to their admirable endurance 
and self-sacrifice, offered to remove them and their pro­
perty to any other of the Fijian Islands they might select 
as a new scene of sutfering and well-doing. Despite all 
past discouragement, however, they resolved to persevere 
where they were, and gradually their moral influence 
availed to save many human lives. 

In the course of 1841 the young king, a man of 
gigantic frame, fell alarmingly ill, and all native 
remedies proving ineffectual, had recourse to Mr Lyth, 
who happened to possess considerable acquaintance with 
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medical science. Under his treatment the patient re­
covered, and ever afterwards evinced a friendly disposi. 
tion towards his benefactor. The old king also displaye4 
a greater kindliness of manner towards the missionaries, 
and would send them presents of food, looking, however, for 
a return in the shape of eutlery, and other aqicles of value. 
At the same time, he could no more be depended upon than 
a madman; for when Mr Lyth one day declared the gods 
of Somosomo to be nothing better than stocks and stones, 
the old wretch clutched him by the coat-tail, and shouted 
for a club to slay the blasphemer. The garment, luckily, 
gave way, and Mr Lyth sped from the house, glad to 
escape with a torn coat and a whole skin. 

In the autumn of the following year, Mr Cross, worn 
out by 'labour and anxiety, passed to eternal rest, and over 
his grave a small house was erected after the native 
fashion, covering also beneath its roof the tiny graves of 
the little ones whose untimely'· deaths had so keenly 
augmented the sorrows and tribulations of these faithful 
disciples of Christ. 

As years passed on, and no very apparent progress had 
been made, except that cannibalism was evidently on the 
decline, it was resolved to remove the mission to a more 
promising field, and in the latter part of 1847 the opera­
tion was effected without any ~portant misadventure. 
Six years later the young king succeeded his father, but 
only to be murdered in the following year by his own son, 
who in his turn was slain by his brother, and he, again, 
was assassina.ted. A most destructive civil war then ensued, 
but the exhaustion in which it terminated rendered the 
savages more amenable to instruction, and turned their 
hearts to a religion that teaches peace and brotherly love. 

p 
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'l'he most southerly group of the Fijian Archipelago is 
clustered around the little island of Ono, situated about 
150 miles to the south-west of Lakemba, to which it is 
tributary. As it happened, a chief from Ono arrived at 
the latter island in 1835 as the bearer of tribute, and 
there made acquaintance with a Fijian chief who had 
visited Sydney, as well as the Friendly and Society 
Is1a.nds, and who publicly professed Christianity. When 
the Ono chief returned home, he felt persuaded that it was 
idle to look to idols for any mitigation of the epidemic 
which then raged in the island, and accordingly resolved, 
together with the companions of his voyage, to turn from 
graven images and supplicate Jehovah. Many others, 
whether disgusted with the emptiness of idolatry or fond 
of innovation, agreed to join the new sect, and began by 
setting apart the seventh day for the public worship of the 
Deity. But when they had come together, there was no 
one to conduct the new mode of prayer. A priest was 
accordingly engaged for the purpose, who acquitted him­
self after quit~ an original fashion. .. Lord! Jehovah I" 
he cried, "here are Thy people. They worship Thee I I 
tum my back on Thee for the present, and am on another 
tack, worshipping another god. But do Thou bless these 
Thy people; keep them from harm, and do them.good." 

Months elapsed before a teacher could be obtained, and 
it was not until 1839 that Mr CalTert was able to make 
a short trip to this eagedy-expectant island. It was with 
great difficulty, iDdeed, that he left his post even for a 
few weeks, for he was then workiDg at Lakemba single­
handed; 110r was he satisfied as to the propriety of leaving 
his wife alone among such unscrupulous barbarian& The 
question was settled by that bmva, true-hearted woman 
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herselt When he objected that he could not leave her 
alone, she replied, .. It would be much better to leave 

-me alone than to neglect 80 many people. If yon ean 
arrange for the work to be carried on here, yon ought to 
go." 

On his way to Ono Mr Calvert touched at Vatoa, where 
the good seed had been sown by a native who had been 
eonverted while on a visit to l.akemba. The entire popu­
lation of sixty souls had turned from their evil ways, 
and were diligently inquiring after truth. At Ono Mr 
Calvert baptized two hundred and tmty-three persons, 
and united sixty-six couples in marriage. Among the 
former was the daughter of the most influential chief in 
the island, upon whom was bestowed the ill-ch08en name 
of Jemima. 

This young lady had been betl'Othed in her infancy to 
the old heathen King of Lakemba, who already possessed 
some thirty wives. Polygamy being clearly opposed both 
to the spirit and letter of Christianity, Mr Calvert re­
fused to perform the baptismal rite unless she and her 
father distinctly pledged themselves to break off this un­
hallowed engagement. This they readily promised, but 
the heathens at Ono became alarmed at the blow thus 
struck at an institution so dear to sensualists as a plurality 
of wives. They accordingly pressed the old king to insist 
on the fulfilment of the betrothal, and he, being nothing 
loath, fitted out a :fleet to fetch the damsel In vain Mr 
Calnrt expostulated with the old wretch, and warned 
him not to tempt the anger of the Most High. The king 
was obstinate, and set out on a Sunday with eleven canoes, 
several of which were manned with fighting men and 
piratical sailors. Though touching at each island on the 
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way, it was only at Vatoa that the people were plundered 
and wantonly ill-treated, for no other reason than that they 
were Christians. From this island four canoes, containing 
a hundred armed men, were sent on to prepare for the 
king's arrival, but were never more heard of. At last the 
king himself sailed with a fair wind, but was never per­
mitted to reach Ono. Not only did the wind become 
adverse, but. quickly freshened to a gale, and after a night 
of great danger, he was glad to accept kindness and hospi­
tality from the Christians of the little island of Totoya. 
In the end the poor girl was left in peace, though unable 
to marry anyone else, as the king refused to cancel the 
engagement. 

By 1842 the entire population of Ono had embraced 
Christianity, and with a seriousness that gave just 
promise of steadfastness. In 1846 the Rev. John Wat&ford. 
took up his abode in this island for twelve months, and 
placed matters on a firm and permanent footing. In 
addition to his spiritual labours, Mr Watsford applied 
himself to the material improvement of the natives. He 
set up a machine to assist them in making rope and cinet. 
He tried to introduce pumps into their canoes, and blocks 
into their rigging. He also tended them in sickness, 
and generally exerted himself to promote their temporal 
as well as their eternal welfare. 

But while helping his neighbours, he stood himself in 
sore need of kindly aid. His wife was confined without 
the most ordinary comforts being attainable. " lt was an 
anxious time," he wrote. "If it please God, I never wish to 
be alone again on such an occasion; and I wish that no other 
brother, with experienceanythinglike mine, will ever be alone 
at such a time. It is going through the fire j and a mission-
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ary should, if called to it, pass through the burning fiame; 
but it is questionable whether it is well to take him, or 
let him go through it." A smaller, but yet a very real 
and vexatious annoyance were the mosquitoes. " There 
cannot possibly be any place in the world, I should think," 
he adds, " as bad as Ono for mosquitoes. I thought Rewa 
was bad enough, but it is nothing to Ono. No rest day or 
night; I cannot tell you how we have been tormented. 
When your letters came, we did not know what to do to 
get them read. We could not sit down to it. We had 
to walk, one with the candle and one reading, and both 
thrashing at them with all our might. We could not sit 
to get our food. And although we did everything we could 
to keep them out of the curtains, yet they get in in numbers, 
and we can get no sleep. Mrs W. was wearied out, and 
James was bitten most fearfully .•.. I am scratching and 
kicking with all my might while I write this." 

He complains, too, of the badness of the flour: If We 
have had to throw a good deal away; and what we eat is 
very bad; it sticks to one's teeth, and not to one's ribs." To 
save them from the voracity of the Ono mosquitoes, Mr 
Watsford's successor, the Rev. David Hazlewood, placed 
his wife and two children on an islet two or three miles 
from the shore. The remedy, however, nearly proved worse 
than the disease. A fearful hurricane blew down their 
house, from which they escaped with difficulty to a smaller 
house, belonging to one of the teachers, and which was 
propped up so as to hold together through the night. Early 
in the morning, however, the waves breaking higher and 
higher, compelled them to flee to a shed a little further in­
land, and it was not until the third day that Mr Hazlewood 
'was able to join his wife and little ones. But however dis-
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agreeable their personal experiences, the missionaries who 
have laboured at ODO, ODe and all, bear joyful testimony 
to the thoroughness of the change that has been wrought 
in the character of the islanders, whom they DDani lD()ua1y 
pronounce to be the most coll§istent and earnest Christiana 
to be found in the Fijian Archipelago. 

In some of the islands the Romiah priests were the 
greatest obstacle to the success of the Protestant mis­
sionaries. In order to counteract the mild teachings of 
the latter, the Papists would talk blusteringly of the men­
of-war that were coming to destroy the houses of those who 
interfered with their work. They had even recourse to un­
seemly outrages, but which only recoiled. upon themselves; 
for the people, contrasting the meekness, benevolence, 
and pure morality of the Wesleyan missionaries with the 
irri~bility and arrogance of the Romanists, together' with 
their laxity as to polygamy and the decorous observance 
of the Sabbath, had sense enOllgh to see that the religion 
inculcated and illustrated by the former was very su­
perior to the superstition paraded by the latter. As a 
natural result, Popery found little favour in the eyes of 
the Fjjians, and not only were few converts made, but 
even these, for the most part, went over to the Protestant 
missionaries. 
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TBB n.n: ISL.UIDB. 

Alarms-Hindrances ana calamities-HorroR ofheatheniam-War 
between Rewa and Mbau-Mr Moore'll house burnt-Mrs 
Moore's lWTOW eecape-N oble COMuet of Mrs Calvert an4 Jrln 
Lyth-ThakombaU'B inoonsiatency-Deatlt of. the old kiDg-A 
horrible seene-A eannibal orgie prevented - Dr Seemann's 
views-Thakombau's conversion-Improvements-The Mbua 
Mission-Its comparative failure. 

ALTHOUGH the King of Rewa had. invited the missionaries 
to establish a station in his town, it soon appeared that 
his desire to befriend them was greater than his power. 
Even in landing, several of their cases were stolen or 
broken open, and it was with some trouble that the 
print~ apparatus was saved from injury, if not destruc­
tion. The opposition was exceedingly violent, being 
headed by the king's brother, a man of a passionate 
and imperious disposition. The breaking out of a severe 
form of influenza was also ascribed to the god of the 
foreigners, but these laboured 80 incessantly to succour the 
affiicted that in the long-run this visitation procured them 
more friends than enemies. 

One evening, howevet', while they and their disciples 
were engaged in prayer, three musket-balls whizzed past 
their ears; and on the foll.wing day a tire broke out, 
dangerously close to their premises, but one of the king'a 
brothers who was well-disposed towards the uUsaion pre-
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vented the people froD! availing themselves of the con­
fusion to carry off ~heir property. While perfomring the 
open-air service, they were also pelted with stones, some 
weighing as much as two pounds, though no one seems. to 
have been hurt. One night, too, they were alarmed by 
wild outcries on the other side of the river, and on rushing 
out were horrified by the sight of seventeen dead bodies 
being landed from a canoe, and dragged about in the 
most indecent and shocking manner. These bodies formed 
the Rewa share of 260 human beings slain in Verata by 
the people of Mbau and their allies. Oue was that of a 
man who had apparently reached the term of threescore 
years and ten, and another was that of quite a young 
woman, the rest being those of male adults. The king, it 
is said, held aloof from these inhuman barbarities, and 
even prevailed upon his warriors to refrain from hostilities 
on Sundays, for fear of incurring the displeasure of the 
Christians' God. 

A great storm, accompanied by a delnge of rain which 
flooded the country, in the early part of 1840, carried off 
a large portion of the roof of the mission-house, leaving 
only the centre apartment habitable, in which were 
crowded the two missionaries, their wives, and five children, 
together with the teachers and their wives and children, 
besides the servants, the goats, the ptgs, and the poultry. 
Much of their property was destroyed or seriously injured; 
but the king and some of the chiefs sent them presents of 
food. Shortly afterwards, Mr Cargill suffered from an 
alarming attack of inflammation, delirium supervening. 
He indeed recovered, but on the . 2d of June his wife 
died, completely worn out by anxiety, apprehension, and 
hard work, and was buried on the following day with her 
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babe, five days old. This irreparable calamity did not. 
however. detract from the reputation for medical skill 
which the Rewa Mission had acquired, and which was so 
firmly established that even the pagan priests, no longer 
confiding in the protection of their own gods, repaired 
thither to be healed of their sicknesses. Among the 
Fijians themselves little if any care was bestowed upon 
the sick, and when an illness was serious, the sufferer 
was usually strangled and buried. By slow degrees the 
many acts of kindness performed by the missionaries, com­
bined with their meekness under a.1fronts and their admir­
able self-abnegation, began to make a favourable impression 
not only upon the common people, but upon many 
of the chiefs who had been eager to maltreat them on 
their first arrival at Rewa. Converts, indeed, were added 
only now and then to the little congregation, but a spirit 
of inquiry was abroad, and the idols sank into merited 
neglect. 

The worst heathenish practices, however, continued to 
prevail. Polygamy was still the rule, and cannibalism, if 
abated in time of peace, revived with its old intensity 
as soon as war broke out-an event of almost unceasing 
recurrence. Wives and mothers, too. were still strangled 
on the death of a husband or a son. cc Poor creatures," 
says Mr Calvert, "were buried alive j and bodies were fre­
quently brought to Rewa for cannibal purposeS, where, just 
opposite the mission premises, they were dragged, washed, . 
and abused with every obscene indignity, and then cut up 
or tom to pieces and cooked, while a crowd of men, women, 
and children gathered round, yelling and rejoicing like 
fiends. Other bodies were 1l0ated away down the river." 

Domestic aftlictions seem never to have been wanting 
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to ill to the brim the bitter cup held to the lips of the 
Fijian missionaries. Not only Mr Jaggar himaelf fell. 
greviously ill, but two of his children were hurried away 
to their long home • 

.As if all these troubles were not su1Iicient to discourage 
and break down the stoutest heart, a sanguiDary war 
blazed forth between Rewa and Mban, and for seven 
months Mr Jaggar worked assiduously at the printing­
press, disseminating far and wide the precepts of Christi­
anity, while the fire of musketry was daily resounding in 
his ears, and the death-dram was summoning the waIriors 
to hideous orgies on hnman flesh. In. August 1844, how­
ever, it was resolved to remove the press to a safer locality, 
and the faithful missionary with his wife and surviving 
children were rescued from their perilous and dishearten­
ing position, between two parties of savages literally 
thirsting for one another's blood, and heedli88 of the 
misery inflicted upon the innocent. 

Twice was Rewa burnt to the ground, and twice rebuilt. 
The old king was treacherously slain, and ~ numbers 
of his people shot or clubbed, and many of them eooked 
and eaten. After a time, however, the power of Mbau 
was exhausted, when its chief became as desirous of 
peace as he had previously been urgent for war. Mr 
Moore was accordingly deputed to Rewa to re-establish 
the mission, and was presented by the new king, formerly 
a deadly enemy of the Christians, with a house lately 
occupied by the American Consul, on the same side of the 
river as the town. The only obstruction offered was by a 
Bomish priest; but the king let him know, in an unmis­
takable manner, that he would not sdar him or hia 
adhereata to molest his Protestaut frieDd. 
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The Mbau chief, Thakombau, had by this time forbidden 
his subjects to eat the bodies of their enemies, and had 
become imbued, 80 to speak, with a fiavour of Obristianity. 
When this extraordinary change was announced to the 
Rewa king, he remarked, "H Thakombau be truly Chris­
tian, we shall not get him; if he be a hypocrite, his Chris­
tianity will be only fuel to fire." For all that, says Mr 
Calvert, he "boldly defied the God of the Christians to 
save Mbau from fire, or its master from being clubbed. and 
eaten- by the warriors of Rewa. Impatient of delay, he 
upbraided his priests with the falseness of their predictions 
of speedy victory.' They alleged as a reason the ruinous 
state of several temples. The temples were accordingly 
rebuilt, and plentiful sacrifices offered. The beating of 
the lotu-drum was forbidden, and the Christian worship 
might no longer be celebrated in the usual place, lest the 
gods of Rewa should be made angry. The priests pro­
fessed themselves satisfied, and promised full success. 
Every effort in the way of religious observance and war­
like preparation was being made for the overthrow of 
Mbau, when the principal mover in it fell sick. But in 
his sickness Ratu Nggara continued to harden his heart, 
and on the 26th of January 1855 died of dysentery, and 
was buried in one of the new temples, at the building of 
which the priests had promised him dead bodies in abun­
dance. The missionary was encouraged by finding that 
the in1lnence of Christianity was already so great that, in 
answer to his appeal, only one woman was strangled at 
the funeral of the chiet" 

The death of this fierce barbarian smoothed the way 
for at least a temporary reconciliation between Rewa and 
Mbau. and peace was formally concluded. Mr Moore's 
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exertions, however, in bringing about this desirable con­
summation, had drawn down upon himself the animosity 
of the war party, and at midnight he was roused from 
sleep by the crackling of flames. The adjoining house had 
been set on fire. Barely in time, he hurried his wife and 
children out in their night-clothes, when a miscreant raised 
his club and would have brained Mrs Moore had not a 
bystander of less ferocious disposition caught his arm and 
arrested the blow. With great presence of mind Mr 
Moore called out to the people to help themselves to what­
ever they could get, and thus diverted their minds from 
feller purposes. In the midst of the consequent confusion 
he was enabled to carry his wife and little ones oft' to 
Mbau, and then returned to the scene of devastation, but 
only to find that what the flames had spared, the despoilers 
had appropnated-a few empty boxes alone being restored 
to him. 

At this juncture a bold ambitious chief named Mara, 
the reputed brother of Thakombau, placed himself at the 
head of the war party and made a close alliance with cer­
tain towns that had thrown off their allegiance to Mban. 
Fortunately for Thakombau, King George arrived just 
then with thirty-nine canoes manned by well-armed 
natives of the Friendly Islands, and expressed his willing­
ness to mediate between the belligerents. His neutrality, 
however, was violated by Mara, who caused one of his 
boats to be fired upon, by which a chief of high rank was 
mortally wounded. Upon this King George, assisted by a 
thousand warriors from Mbau, carried by assault the large 
town of Kamba, the enemy's headquarters, but exhibited 
the utmost leniency to the vanquished. 

Mr Moore having by this time built a small house at 
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Rewa, returned to his post with his family, though utterly 
destitute. The brethren at the other stations, indeed, 
generously contributed according to their means to supply 
him with actual necessaries, but his heavy losses were never 
made good to him. Not the less zealously did he throw 
himself into the work that lay before him. Though obliged 
to send his wife to Australia on account of her health, 
which had completely broken down, and though himself 
worn out by incessant labour and anxiety, he wrought so 
successfully that by the month of November 1855, he 
was able to write to the General Secretaries: "Things 
have taken quite a change in this circuit. Our prospects 
are now glorions, and thousands are anxious to be taught 
the way of salvation." 

Sixteen months later, he wrote to the Secretary of 
Missions at Sydney: "This has been a most trying 
year. I can scarcely get two days at home together. 
I am constantly going; the demands of the circuit 
are now getting so great. The fruit begins to appear; 
and what with marr,r.ing, baptizing, and meeting the 
classes, and trying to get things into working order, I am 
often worn right out, and ready to sit down and weep over 
the awful state of Fiji, and the little concern manifested by 
our Churches at home. What can be the reason we cannot 
get more men for Fiji 1 The wants of Fiji must be known. 
There h8.!l been too much crying, • Victory! Victory I' in 
Fiji; the people think Fiji is saved. Look at Fiji again I 
'More than half this circuit are still heathen, killing and 
devouring each other daily. Not more than twenty miles 
from this mission-house, twenty men were killed this 
month and eaten. Look at the Mbau Circuit, say half 
heathen. Look at the Viwa Circuit, say three parts 
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heathen, at war, with all its horrors. Look at Nandi, 
tom to pieces again by war. A teacher has just been. 
killed; and now war, we hear, is declared by the Christi.&Ds. 
Look at Mbus, three parts heathen, and the heathen chief, 
the greatest chief in the circuit, has declared war on the 
Christians. Look at La.'kembe.: the Togo people there 
have next to no religion, and prevent multitudes of Fijians 
from getting any. These are facta. " 

One of the bravest exploits connected with missionary 
work in the Southern Seas was performed by two generous, 
noble-hearted women, Mrs Calvert and Mrs Lyth. In the 
absence of their husbands, of whom he felt somewhat in 
awe, the chief of the Mbauan Fishermen had seized four­
teen women, in order to provide a suitable entertainment 
for certain Fijian privateers who had presented the old 
King of MOOu with a handsome share of their spoils. The 
report of the intended massacre was carried to Viwa, an 
islet about two miles distant, where the missionaries usu­
ally resided, though at that moment they were attending 
a district meeting at Mbua. To venture into the midst 
of the maddened crowd was almost certain death, but the 
two ladies resolved to brave the peril, in the hope of saving 
their fellow-creatures from such a ternole end. Tearing 
themselves from their children, they hired a canoe to take 
them across to Mbau. As they approached that island, 
muskets were being fired into the air, and the death-drum 
was sounding the funeral knell. Springing ashore, they 
were joined by a converted chief, who coumgoously ac­
companied them through the surging mob of frenzied 
savages, even to the kings presence, though entrance to 
his' house was forbidden to women on pain of death. 
With a whale's tooth in each hand, after the faahion of the 
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islanders, they stood before Tanoa, without a thought for 
themselves, but earnestly pleading for their doomed 
sisters. So astonished was the grim old chief by their 
fearless and devoted bearing, that he granted their prayer 
80 far as it could yet be fulfilled. .. Those who are dead, 
are dead," he sententiously replied; .. but those who are 
still alive shall live only." Nine had perished, but five 
were saved; and an excellent impression was made upon 
the minds of the heathen by this act of Christian heroism. 

This same chief of the Fishermen was shortly afterwards 
killed in an attack upon a neighbouring town, whereupon 
Mr Calvert immediately hastened to the young king, 
to intercede for the women who, after the Fijian cus­
tom, would be strangled to accompany their lord to the 
spirit-land. He was, tmhappily, too late. Three had 
already been murdered-a wife, his mother, and a servant. 
The young King Thakombau had proposed that his own 
sister, the deceased chieftain's principal wife, should share 
his fate; but the Fishermen begged that he:r life might 
be spared, in order that her unborn babe might hereafter 
be their chief. His mother thereupon offered herself as a 
sacrifice, and was accepted. 

lIr Calve:rt found the king fast asleep; but, as soon as he 
opened his eyes, he boldly pointed out the hideousness of 
the crime he had sanctioned. Thakombau felt the reproof, 
but pleaded ancient custom. He asked, however, what 
had become of the dead chiefs 80~ and was sternly 
answered, "The wicked shall be turned into hell." When 
Mr Calvert had retired, the king remarked, "Ay, how the 
missionaries labour to save life 1 They take any. trouble, 
and go anywhere for our salvation I And we are always 

. trying to kill one another. What a pity that he was too 
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late I Had he been in time, I would have spared N 6J&­
vindi's mother." 

Notwithstanding these fair words, Thakombau at that 
time "hated Christianity," to use his own words when 
pressed to protect the Christians, while a fierce war was 
raging on Vanua Levu. He admitted, however, that it 
was not in his power to stop the progress of the new 
religion, adding, "I know that it is true, and the work of 
God, and that we shall all become Christian. But in the 
meantime, I rejoice that you Christians should be engaged. 
in war as well as we." And with strange inconsistency, 
he permitted his favourite son, a child, to profess Chris­
tianity, and atten~ divine worship with his attendants. 

When, at the close of 1852, it became evident that 
Tanoa was sinking fast, Messrs Calvert and Watsford 
earnestly pleaded with hi8 son Thakombau to spare the 
lives of his father's wives. They promised ten whale's 
teeth, weighing 20 Ibs., as the redemption of the poor 
women, and Mr Calvert even so far deferred to Fijian 
custom as to offer to have a finger cut oft'. The young 
king, however, would give no positive answer, though 
fully recognising the iniquity of the old usage. Just 
before the fatal event, Mr Calvert was obliged to proceed 
to the settlement of the white and half-caste population at 
Ovalau; but his colleague persisted bravely in his vain 
exertions to save the victims. By way of backing up his 
last appeal at midnight, before returning to Viw&, he 
oft'ered the new mission whaleboat, twenty muskets, and 
everything he personally possessed in the world. 

It was all to no purpose. On the following morning 
Tanoa was dead, and at the door of his house six biers 
were standing. By the time Mr Watsford passed the 
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tlueshold one woman was already strangled, and a second 
was on her knees, her head covered, and several men on 
either side, pulling at the rope that was twisted round her 
neck. Thakombau's eyes suddenly falling upon the 
missionary, he became greatly agitated, but refused to 
interfere. The third victim had offered herself in the place 
of her sister, who had a son living. .. She had sat impa­
tiently," writes Mr Calvert, ct and on hearing her name, 
started up instantly. She was a fine woman, of high 
rank, and wore a new liku. Looking proudly round on 
the people seated in the apartment, she pranced up to the 
place of death, offering her hand to Mr Watsford, who 
shrank back in disgust. When about to kneel, she saw 
that they were going to use a shabby cord, and haughtily 
refused to be strangled except with a new cord. All this 
time the assembly gazed at her with delight, gently clap­
ping their hands, and expressing, in subdued exclamations, 
their admiration of her beauty and pride. She then bid 
her relatives farewell, and knelt down, with her arms 
round one of her friends. The cord was adjnsted, and the 
large covering thrown over her; and while the men 
strained the cord, a lady of rank pressed down the head 
of the poor wretch, who died without a sound or struggle. 
Two more followed. Throughout the terrible scene there 
was no noise or excitement; but a cheerful composure 
seemed to possess every one there except Thakombau, who 
was much excited, and evidently making a great effort to 
act his murderous part before the face of God's messenger. 
He ordered that one of the victims should live; but she 
refused, and her own son helped the king and the rest to 
strangle her." To the last Mr Watsford protested with 
vehemence against these barbarous atrocities; but his 

Q -
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remonstrances were unheeded at the time, though his 
generous interference won the respect of many. 

Not less horrible was the spectacle witnessed by lIr 
Calvert in 1853, when twelve dead bodies and five badly­
wounded captives were conveyed to Mbau to make a feast 
for the King of Somosomo, who had arrived with a large 
retinue, and bringing valuable presents. The missionary 
at once repaired to the king, and used every kind of argu­
ment and intercession to rescue the miserable survivors. 
Tbakombau, however, was obdurate, and haughtily answered, 
"I alone can save the living, and have the dead buried; 
what I choose I do, and none can interfere." Mr Calvert 
applied to the Somosomo chief, who replied that he did 
not himself care about eating the dead bodies, but that he 
could not refuse to do so if they were presented by the 
king for that purpose. 

A shout of exultation told that the preliminary cere­
monies were about to commence. The dead and the dying 
were dragged by the hands, naked and bleeding, over the 
rough ground. On reaching the temple, the head of each 
was dashed against a large etone, which was soon dyed 
with blood. Unable to save human life, Mr Calvert still 
strove to prevent the abominable orgie. A chief sneeringly 
asked if he would like to have one of the bodies for his 
own eating, but the people generally seemed abashed by 
the missionary's denunciations. The Somosomo king had 
been brought to Mbau in a vessel belonging to Mr Owen, 
who declared that if he or his people partook of human 
:flesh, they must find their own way back again, for he 
would not take them. This threat had more weight than 
any amount of moral or spiritual remonstrances. The 
king promised to comply with his wishes. The ovens were 
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opened, a large hole was dug, and upon a mat laid at the 
bottom were placed eighty-four portions of human flesh, 
cooked, and ready to be eaten. The earth was hastily 
filled in, and the savages were deprived of their monstrous 
banquet. The heads and trunks, however, had been flung 
into the sea, when the bodies were washed and cut up for 
the ovens. 

Dr Seemann is of opinion that had Mr Cross settled at 
Mbau in 1839, and boldly thrown himself upon the pro­
mised protection of Thakomba1l, the work of conversion 
would have been greatly accelerated, and that cannibalism 
would have ceased out of the land many years before 
its final prohibition in that island He is convinced that 
the young king was a.1ways at heart favourably disposed 
towards the new religion; but his pride took umbrage at 
the preference shown to ~he less powerful chieftain of 
Rewa, and at the distrust evinced in his own assurances 
of support and patronage. U is also his belief that had 
the Wesleyan. Society taken a broader view of the domestic 
relations of the Fijians, and acted with less prejudice 
towards those who were encumbered with a plura.lity of 
wives, the natives would much mOle quickly have turned 
from the error of their ways. Instead of requiring candidates 
for baptism to put away all their wives but one, it would 
have been wiser te have prohibited them from adding to 
those they already possessed, and to have established the 
rule that no Ohristian bachelor should ever take to himself 
more than one wife at a time. The polygamists would 
thus have died out with the existing generation, and much 
cruelty and injustice to the poor women would have been 
avoided .Although now and then a very zealous and 
emotiona.1 convert might select for his future companion 
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the eldest of his wives, or the one who had borne him 
most children, the more usual practice was naturaJly to 
choose the youngest and best favoured. Nor is it any 
justification for such h8l"8hness to allege that women could 
always obtain husbands without much difficulty; for, even 
were it true, the severance of old ties would not be less 
distressing. But it is not easy to understand how any 
such facility of proouring a second husband could have 
existed among a people where polygamy was practised, 
and where the females must have been in excess of the 
males, even allowing for the strangulation of one or two 
widows on the death of their lord. 

Be this as it may, Thakombau's heart was at length 
softened, and his spirit broken, by a series of misfortunes, 
aud on the 30th of April 1854 he publicly renounced 
heathenism, aud made open profession of Christianity. 
His family and relatives followed his example, and the 
waverers now took heart to act up to their convictions. 

He was still much harassed by his enemies, and reduced 
to sore straits; but the missionaries stood by him loyally, 
and encouraged him to hold fast to his new faith. Mr 
Calvert, indeed, exposed himself to imminent personal 
risk in his endeavours to reconcile the contending chiefs, 
and more than once was snatched from a violent death 
almost by miracle. Muskets were pointed at him, clubs 
were brandished over his head; but an unseen Power pro­
tected him, and some were always at hand to interpose in 
his defence. 

In the end Thakombau triumphed, through the aid 
of King George of Tonga, and made such a merciful use 
of his victory, that the rebels returned heartily to their 
old allegiance, and very many converta were added to 
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the Christian fold. Chapels and schools were built in 
all ° directions, and as many as & thousand worshippers 
would meet at a time in the Strangers' House oat Mbau, 
where by the end of 1855 the new religion counted not 
fewer than nine thousand professors. 

In the following year the penalty of death was de­
nounced against all wilful murderers, and a chief, who 
had brutally killed his wife, and cut her body to pieces, 
was hanged from the gallows. 

Early in 1857 Thakombau put away all his wives save 
one, to whom he was united in the bonds of holy matri­
mony, and shortly afterwards was admitted with his queen 
to the sacred rite of baptism; and when the ceremony was 
concluded, "Ebenezer" Thakombauaddressed the assembly, 
humbly confessing his sins and iniquities, and professing 
his earnest desire to walk uprightly henceforth, as in the 
presence of God. " And what a congregation he had!" 
exclaims Mr Waterhouse; " husbands, whose wives he had 
dishonoured; widows, whose husbands he had. slain; sisters, 
whose relatives had been strangled by his orders; relatives, 
whose friends he had eaten ; and children, the descendants 
of those he had. murdered, and who had. vowed to avenge 
the wrongs inflicted on their fathers I " 

From that memorable date the persecution of Christians 
ceased in Mbau, the capital city of the Fiji clusters. There 
was still much to be regretted in the conduct and char­
acter of the king, whose faith was very meagrely illustrated 
by good works; but at least he showed much favour to the 
missionaries, and frequently listened to their advice. Their 
position was naturally much ameliorated by the royal con­
version; nor were they ever again subjected to the annoy_ 
ances and ill-treatment with which their predecessors were 
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affiicted. There was no longer any danger of a. child being 
snatched up and flung at a furious dog, as happened to 
Mr Williams's little boy. A brutal savage one dayen­
tered the missionary's house at the dinner-hour, with the 
intention of helping himself to anything on the table that 
pleased his fancy, but feared to pass a dog that was chained 
up so as to command the door of the dining-room. In 
his rage he caught up Mr Williams's little boy, only two 
years of age, and threw him at the animal. Though hurt by 
the violence of his fall, the poor little fellow was happily 
not seriously injured. At Ono, again, the king sent one 
of his daughters to Mr Watsford to act as a nursemaid, 
whose delight it was, when unobserved, to hug the balle so 
tightly as to compress its frame, and displace the yet soft 
bones,causing the little sufferer to pine and languish. 

In those days it was no uncommon thing, says Mr Lawry, 
to encounter, in the course of a ramble through the town, 
"a man without a finger, offered in sacrifice; another, 
without any fingers; a woman without her ears; another 
without her nose; a man with one ann, the other offered 
to the god or to ~he chief; two other men, one without a toe. 
and the other without an arm ; a female without legs, being 
cut oft' by order of a chief; another without unbumt 
skin; a man tied down at midday, with his eyes spread 
open, under the direct rays of the sun, until they were 
burnt out of his head." 

Instead of such horrors as these, Dr Seemann, in 1860, 
had the satisfaction of stating that on his landing at Mbau, 
about eight in the evening, sounds of prayer and praise 
were issuing from every house. The groves had been cut 
down, the temples destroyed, and a large church erected 
in the square where formerly were held the feasts of the 
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cannibals. Though impugning; on some points, the judg­
ment and taste displayed by the Wesleyan missionaries, 
Dr Seemann frankly admits their earnestness of purpose, 
and recognises the great services they had rendered to 
the Fijian Islanders. Neither does he fail to extol the 
beneficent liberality of the Society in expending upon 
this particular mission the goodly sum of £'15,000, supple­
mented by at least £5000 from private individuals. 

Mr Lawry, in 1847, was disposed to complain of the 
monotony of the fare at missionary tables. It was always 
the same thing-pork and yams, yams and pork, washed 
down 'With indifferent water, or with tea without milk. Now 
and then fish and poultry were procurable, and also bread­
fruit, when in season; but for the greater part of the year 
there was no change. Their costume, too, was exceedingly 
simple. It consisted of a thin pair of calico' trousers, a 
shirt, a calico coat, a broad-brimmed straw hat, and 
shoes and stockings, or socks. 

Dr Seemann more reasonably found fault with the selec­
tion of unhealthy situations for mission premises. At 
lAkemba, for instance, Mr Fletcher's otherwise pleasant 
dwelling was close to an abominable swamp, which could 
not fail to be deleterious to health. The house itself is 
described as "a commodious building thatched with leaves, 
surrounded by a fence and a broad boarded verandah, the 
front of the house looking into a nice little flower-garden, 
the back into the courtyard. • .. Though the thermometer," 
continues Dr Seemann, .. ranged more than 800 Fahrenheit, 
the thick thatch kept oft' the scorching rays, and there 
was a fresh current of trade-wind blowing through the 
rooms. It was a pJeasing sight to see everything so 
scrupulously neat and clean, the beds and curtains as white 
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as snow, and everywhere the greatest order pre"failing. 
There were all the elements of future civilisation, ·models 
ready for imitation. The yard was well stocked with 
ducks and fowls, pigs and goats; the garden replete with 
flowers, roses in full bloom, but alas! with little scent, 
cotton-shrubs twelve feet high, and bearing leaves, flowers, 
and fruit in all stages of development. These missionary 
stations are fulfilling all the objects of convents in their 
best days.. .. 

In 18~'1 the Rev. Thomas Williams removed from 
Somosomo to Tillva, a village near Mbua, .at the north­
western extremity of Vanua Levu, or the Large. Land. 
The site here also was ill chosen, being low, shut out from 
~he sea-breeze, and swarming with mosquitoes. The people, 
too, proved to be worse savages than even the Som08Omoans.. 
Cannibalism and infanticide prevailed to a fearful extent. 
The chief openly declared his intention to kill Mr Wi.l.l.iame, 
take his wife to himself, destroy the mission-house, and 
divide the plunder among his people. As it happened, 
however, he fell himself into the hands of a chief whom 
he had insulted, and by whom he was slain and eaten. 
Through the intercession of Mr Williams, backed by the 
influence of a native Christian, two of his wives were saved 
from death, and his chief wife also was promised her life, 
in consideration of a large ransom, though she was after­
wards strangled at her own solicitation. Reprisals ensued, 
a village was surprised., and nine women and a man were 
massacred. 

"Last Sunday week," wrote Mr Williams on the. 30th 
November 1848, "part of a body, ready cooked, was 
brought here as a foretaste for the young man who suc­
ceeds Mbati Namu. Next day the bodies of two females. 
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whole .d uncooked. were brought by a crowd of black­
ened anti noisy savages, who, after presenting their victims 
to the chiefs. prepared them for the oven. Thest, with the 
floating of a head and human entrails past my house, the 
wanton shooting of one man just now, and the clubbing 
by mistake of some women in the dark a few nighrs 
ago, are heart-,sickening-too horrid for detail" 

A certain degree of tranquillity, however, was ultimately 
brought about, of which Mr WilliaDis availed hiIllSelf 
to build a comf~rtable house and a commodious 
chapel, which extorted admiration from even his worst 
enemies. The Christian settlement also flourished under 
his fostering care, and a better spirit seemed to be dif­
fusing itself among the people generally, when unhappily 
his health gave way and he was reluctantly compelled to 
proceed to the colonies. His successors, indeed, exerted 
themselves strenuously to enlarge the opening made by 
his unflagging zeal, but it cannot be said that their success 
has been equal to their deserts. Mr Hazlewood lost his 
wife and a child; Mr Samuel Waterhouse was also be­
reaved of his young wife; Mr Lyth was shipwrecked, and 
barely escaped with his life; the health of Mr and Mrs Ford 
uttelly broke down; while Mr John Crawford was carried 
oft' by dysentery. Many converts, 'no doubt, were made; 
but to this hour the vast majority of the inhabitants of 
Vanna Levu are umeclaimed savages, steeped in depravity. 
and addicted to the most odious practices of their heathen 
forefathers. 
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THE NEW HEBRIDES. 

Early discoverera-FutuJul,-Teachera IIl8I8&CI'ed-Failure of the 
miasion-Aneiteum-Missionary trollblea-Tanna and the 
Tannese-Teachera landed by Mr Williama-Arrival of Euro­
pean missionaries-Their ill-treatment and flight. 

WESTWARD of the Fijian ArchiJ>elaoao lies the large cluster 
of singularly picturesque and productive islands desig­
nated by Cook the New Hebrides. The principal and 
most northerly island, Espiritu Santo, was discovered by 
the Spanish nav\,aator Quiros in 1606, who seems to have 

• been at a loss for' words to convey an adequate idea of its 
exceeding loveliness. He was under the impression, how­
ever, that it formed part of the great southern continent, 
the existence of which was at that time an essential article 
of geographica.l faith, and this notion was commonly 
accepted until De Bougainville visited the group in 1768, 
and learned its true character. The southern islands some­
how escaped his notice, and were first seen by Cook in 
1774. They are a.11 of volcanic origin, and about thirty of 
the entire number are partially inhabited, the population 
being estimated at 150,000. The principal islands, begin­
ning from the N.N.W., and extending over 400 miles to the 
S.S.E., are Espiritu Santo, Ma.licolo, Bartholomew's Island, 
Lepers' Island, Aurora, Pentecost or Whitsuntide, Ambrym 
or Chinambrym, Apee, the two Paum Islands, Pyramid, 
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Monument, Two Hills, the five Shepherd's Isles, Three 
Hills, Montague, Hinchinbrook, Vate or Sandwich Island, 
Erromanga, Niua. Tanna, Futuna, and Aneiteum. 

A report having gone abroad that the natives of the 
New Hebrides surpassed all their ,neighbours in ferocity 
. and deceit, trading-vessels gave them a wide berth, and 
whatever intercourse took place between them and Euro­
peans was extremely limited, and marked on both sides· 
with a distrust fatal to commercial relations. Nor was it 
until 1839 that any attempt was made to introduce among 
them the civilising influences of Christianity. In that year 
the Rev. John Williams, one of the most devoted and zeal­
ous missionaries who have ever laboured among the heathen, 
landed three Samoan teachers on the island of Tanna, to 
prepare the way for European missionaries. It was the 
last public act of that faithful 801cUer of the Cross; for on 
the next day but one, the 2Ot~ November, he received the 
crown of martyrdom on the shore of Erromanga. It may 
be more convenient, however, to follow Mr A. W. Murray's 
example, and commence with Futuna, the most easterly 
member of the group. 

This little island is described as a square table-shaped 
mountain, rising abrnptly out of the sea to the height of 
3000 feet. It measures abOut fifteen miles in circumfer­
ence, and contains not quite one thousand inhabitants, 
who dwell in the narrow ravines. The natives, though 
speaking a dialect closely allied to that of the Eastern 
Polynesians, are identified by features and manners with 
the Western. They are a manly and vigorous race, but 
crnel, fierce, and intractable. Mr Willia.ws, indeed, suc­
ceeded in mollifying them with a few trifling presents 
while on his way to Tanna, and so far facilitated the work 
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of his successors. Mr Murray had thus little dUliculty, in 
1841, in landing two Samoan teachers, Apela and Samuela, 
or in obtaining from the chiefs assurances of protection. 
For a time, indeed, things went on smoothly and pleas­
antly, until a fatal epidemic broke out, which was ascribed. 
to their machinations. 

One day, while Samuela was at work in his plantation, 
he suddenly found himself surrounded by infuriated 
savages, who hurled their spears at him, and transfixed his 
thighs and chest. They then surprised Apela and Samu­
ela's little girl while returning home from the plantation, 
and killed them on the spot. On arriving at the teachers' 
house, the leader of the band offered Samuela's widow her 
life if she would live with him; but, on her steadfast refusal, 
he beat her brains out with his club. She and her dead 
husband were afterwards cooked and eaten, but the bodies 
of Apela and the little girl were cast into the sea. The final 
act of the murderers was to divide among themselves the 
tools, implements, and clothing of the ill-fated teachers, 
crowning the dismal tragedy by setting fire to their house. 
This happened in 1843, but it was only in 1845 that the 
sad fate of their fellow-workers became known to the mis­
sionaries. In that year Messrs Turner and Murray visited 
Futuna to inquire into the progress that had been made, 
and were at first told that their friends had removed to 
another settlement. The hostile attitude of the natives on 
the beach, and behind great blocks of coral, quickly opened 
their eyes to the truth, and warned them not to venture 
within range of slings and arrows. The islanders were 
thereupon abandoned to their own evil devices till 1853, 
when two native teaehers were sent thither from Aueiteum. 
The soil, however, still proved barren, and after four years 
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of incessant labour, barely half-a-dozen converts could be 
fouJ)d amid the entire population. 

In 1858 the house of one of the teachers was bumed to 
the ground by the friends of an individual who had 
recently died. At the time a sick man was lying in the 
house, too ill to escape, and was got out with much 
tronble, as the avengers accused him of having caused 
their bereavement. A little 'later, the brother of a chief 
having- died, his death was attributed to witchcraft, and 
three men and three women were put to death on the 
charge of sorcery. In the following year Messrs Turner 
and Inglis were gratified to learn that no further molesta­
tion had been offered to the teachers, and were themselves 
encouraged to land and ascend the hill, being throughout 
their visit civilly treated. Christianity, however, is still in 
abeyance. 

The most southerly island of the group is named 
Aneiteum, with a circumference of forty miles. and a 
population of 3600. The mountains in the interior are 
not less than 3000 feet in height, but the valleys are rich 
and beautiful, nor is there any lack of wood and water. 
The people are a mixed race, and much inferior to 
their neighbours. The men are nearly naked, and paint 
their bodies. Their hair, too, is long. while the women 
keep theirs cut short, and are decently clothed. All the 
WOl'St pra.c~ices of heathenism ftourished in Aneiteum, but 
are now, if not wholly eradicated, greatly mitigated. Wars 
were of constant recurrence; the bodies of the slain were 
greedily devoured; murder was rampant, widows were 
strangled, orphans destroyed, and a plurality of wives, 
with its attendant evils, the rule with all who could attain 
to that lUXury. A gross superstition prevailed, inspiring 
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the islanders with an abject terror of Mmuuu, or €lemons, 
who presided over the various phenomena of creation. 
They were likewise fond of feasting and display, and 

, generally addicted to sensual gratification. 
Two teachers from the Samoan Mission Seminary were 

placed here in 1841, but were slighted and neglected by 
the people. One of them shortly afterwards died, and the 
survivor encountered both annoyance and peril He was 
after a time joined by the fugitives from Taona, nineteen 
in number, including the children, but this large reinforce­
ment proved an encumbrance, owing to the scarcit.y of 
food, and the mission was subsequently broken up, and the 
whole party removed, with the exception of two Samoans. 

In describing a visit paid to this island in 1845 by Mr 
Murray and himself, Mr Tumer mentions that the teachers 
were gradually introducing the custom of burying the 
dead, instead of casting them into the sea. With such an 
abundant supply of wood close at hand, it might have 
been better to have recommended cremation; but native 
teachers usually display more zeal than either knowledge 
or discretion. 

The two Samoans were at one time in immin«mt danger 
of their lives, it having been proposed to kill them 
for the "weeping feast," in commemoration of the death 
of the local chief. The poor fellows ;had the presence 
of mind to desire their would-be murderers to go to 
their plantations and take whatever they pleased. Their 
good-nature seems to have shamed their enemies, who 
thereupon took their departure in peace. Christianity, 
however, made little impression upon the islanders, who 
had too much reason to distrust a religion exemplified in 
the abominable conduct of the sandalwood-cutters who 



.A. Oritical Situation. 2:>5 

frequented their shores, and subjected their wives and 
daughters to insult and outr&oae. besides beating and even 
shooting themselves on the most trivial excuses. 

In 1848 MI' Turner again visited Aneiteum, and was 
constrained to report that "the mass of the people still ad­
here to their heathenism, and are obstinate in strangling the 
widows." The number of white men, too, was unhappily 
increasing, and a Roman Catholic mission, consisting of 
eight priests and eight lay brethren, had been estab­
lished on the opposite side of the island. Otherwise the 
p~t was tolerably hopeful, and in one district the 
chief and his people alike manifested a strong desire to 
have teachers located in their midst, to teach them the way 
of salvation. 

In that same year Messrs Geddie, Powell, and Archi­
bald were landed with their families, and lodged in a small 
plastered cottage previously occupied by the native teachers 
until they had set up the framework of a house brought 
with them from Samoa. Their reception was not parti­
cularly cordial. the local chief contenting himself with 
forbidding JUs people to kill them, or do them any serious 
bodily injury, but conniving at theft and fraud. Speedily 
acquiring a colloquial familiarity with the language of the 
islanders, ilie missionaries made excursions into the in­
terior, and gradually awakened a spirit of inquiry. Their 
position, however, was critical, and required them to be 
constantly on the watch to avoid giving offence. The 
people, for instance, declared their intention to bum their 
house and drive them away, because they had gathered 
cocoa-nuts while that fruit was under a tabu, had burnt 
coral for lime, the smoke from which annoyed the nat­
maBts, or spirits of the sea, and were bnilding a chapel on 
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a hill, the fence round which would block up the path 
pursued by the spirits in going to or returning from the 
shore. A soft answer, however, tumed away wrath, and 
the storm-cloud passed over for that time. 

In the following year a violent humcane spread de­
vastation far and wide, and was attributed to a chief who 
was supposed to exercise some control over the elements. 
Some of his neighbours consequently took up arms to 
avenge themselves, but a collision was prevented by the 
strenuous exertion of the missionaries, who fearlessly 
exposed their own lives to avert useless bloodshed. . Fever 
and ague were also among the evils with which they had 
to contend. 

In 1849 Mr Powell returned to Samoa, leaving Mr 
Geddie to prosecute his arduous task -single-handed, Mr 
Archibald being merely a teacher. It was a rare thing 
for a woman in Aneiteum to attain to a great age, as 
widows were almost invariably strangled at the death of 
their husbands, the executioner being the nearest relative, 
sometimes a daughter. On one occasion Mrs Geddie suc­
ceeded in rescuing a widow, who was very indignant at 
her officiousness, though she lived to thank her not only 
for life, but likewise for her conversion to Christianity. 
Contrary to Sir John Lubbock's theory that suicide is un­
known among savage tribes, a woman one day destroyed 
herself after being brutally treated by her husband,-an 
act which led to the sacrifice of a boy and a girl Against 
these and similar superstitions and practices Mr Geddie 
energetically protested, and not altogether ineffectually. 
though his converts were few, and not too promising. 

As an illustration of his success, it may be mentioned 
that he dissuaded Q powerful chief from strangling the 
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mother of a child he had lost through sickness; and, fur­
ther, that he converted another chief, who confessed that 
for several consecutive months he had lain in wait for 
the missionary, but that each time something unforeseen 
had occurred to cause him to lose his opportunity. 

A visit from Bishop Selwyn in 1851 was the source of 
much consolation and encoul"IloaeIIlent; but a few months 
later Mrs Geqdie was awakened a little after midnight by 
"the smell of fire, and starting up, saw that the roof was in a 
blaze. Hurrying out his wife and two children, Mr Geddie 
was enabled, by the assistance of his servants and neigh­
bours, to extinguish the flames ; and the natives themselves 
held a public meeting, at which they expressed their strong 
condemnation of such a barbarous and cruel deed-for it 
proved to be the act of an incendiary. It is painful to 
relate that the missionary's most open and malignant op­
ponents at this time were the white men engaged in the 
sandal-wood trade. 

After the breaking up of that establishment in 1853, 
and the consequent withdrawal of foreigners from the 
island, his progress was both more rapid and durable, and 
greater attention was paid to his teachings and remon­
strances. Previous to that happy consummation, however, 
he suffered much from a low intermittent fever, the afIlic­
tion being heightened by the want of the commonest 
necessaries. .. The most of my nourishment during my 
sickness," he wrote, "was a bit of toasted, musty bread, 
and a few pieces of hard biscuit, which a poor shipwrecked 
sailor was kind enough to send me out of his weekly 
allowance. May God repay him I His kindness was 
invaluable to me." 

A church was first formed on the 18th May 1852, 
.B 
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this hopeful commencement being modestly ascribed by 
Mr Geddie to the exhortations of his native assistants. 
In the ensuing July Mr and Mrs Inglis, together with 
the frame of a house, arrived with Bishop Selwyn 
on board the Border Maid, and from that time the good 
work went on prosperously. Infanticide now ceased 
almost entirely, and babes were no longer exposed in the 
bush, on the chance of being found and adopted by some 
childless native. The last case of woman-strangling 
occurred in 1857, when two brothers killed their own 
mother, because one of them had lost a child. Their 
neighbours, now nominally Christians, seized and bound 
the criminals, cut oft'their long hair, imposed a heavy fine, 
and burnt their houses to the ground. 

Mr Turner visited Aneiteum in 1859, and had the 
gratification of kneeling in prayer in company with a 
thousand natives, at Mr Geddie's station alone. Mr and 
Mrs Inglis then returned to England, after an absence of 
fifteen years ; but Mr and Mrs Geddie, Mr and Mrs Mathe­
son, and Mr Copeland, remained in charge of the mission. 

Two years later the fine stone-built chapel, with glazed 
windows, was fired by an incendiary, in revenge for the 
desolation caused by an epidemic of measles introduced 
from a sandalwood schooner, under peculiarly discredit­
able circumstances. In the space of three months 1100 
islanders, or nearly one-third of the entire population. were 
cut oft', and missionary work brought to a complete stand­
still Treading on the steps of this -calamity came three 
successive hurricanes, followed by a period of great 
scarcity. 

To the N.N. W. of Aneiteum, and nearly abreast of 
Futuna, the lovely and fruitful island of Tanna stretches 
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from east to west about forty miles, and from north to 
south about thirty-five. It is very nearly circular, and 
contains some 10,000 inhabitants. In the centre a moun­
tain, clothed with verd~re to the summit, rises to a con­
siderable altitude, the rest of the island being a succession 
of hills and dales. In one part there is a picturesque 
lake, and in another a volcano in a state- of constant 
activity. 

Tanna was discovered by Captain Cook in 1774, who 
was struck with its amazing fertility, and especially with 
the size of the yams, one of which he found to weigh 55 
lbs. The people are described by Mr Turner as under the 
middle stature, and when divested of the red paint with 
which their faces are daubed, rather good-looking. "Their 
colour is exactly that of an old copper coin," and they 
favour less of the Papuan cast of countenance than is 
usual in Western Polynesia. The,women wear their hair 
in short erect curls, close and compact, while the men 
allow theirs to grow to the length of twelve or eighteen 
inches, divided into six or seven hundred tresses. Each 
tress, beginning at the root, is wound round by the thin 
rind of a creeping plant to within three inches of the end • 

. which is simply oiled and curled. These tresses are 
brushed off the forehead, and hang down behind in a semi­
circle from ear to ear, resembling the head-dress of the 
ancient Assyrians, as depicted in Layam's" Nineveh." 

Tatauing is not practised, but the representation of a leaf 
or fish is sometimes burnt or cut on the chest or upper part 
of the arm. In the matter of clothing the women are far 
more decent than the men. The former have girdles with 
long fringes made from the fibre of the banana-stalk, 
exceedingly soft, which descend below the knees, and are 
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sometimes worn also over the upper part of the body­
while the latter are as nearly nude as it is possible to 
be, without being absolutely naked. No more fierce and 
savage race is to be found in the Pacific Ocean. 

The Tannese, says Mr Turner, were fighting among 
themselves during five out of the seven months he lived 
among them~ which he rega~s as a fair example of the 
way in which they have lived from time immemorial. 
" We were never able," he continues, II to extend our 
journeys above four miles from our dwelling. At such 
distances you come to boundaries which are never passed, 
and beyond which the people speak a different dialect. 
At one of these boundaries actnal war will be going on; 
at another, kidnapping and cooking each other; and at 
another all may be peace, but, by mntual consent, they 
have no dealings with each other. Their fighting is prin­
cipally bush-skirmishing; they rarely come to close hand­
to-hand club-fighting. • • . When the body of an enemy 
is taken, it is dressed for the oven, and served up with 
yams at the next meal. . • . They delight in human Hesh, 
and distribute it in little bits far and near "among their 
friends, as a delicious morsel-

One day Mr Turner was expressing his disgust at the 
idea of men eating the flesh of their fellow-creatures, 
when a native burst into a loud laugh, exclaiming, "Pig's 
flesh is very good for you, but this is the thing for us," 
and, seizing his arm with his teeth, he shook it as a terrier 
shakes a rat. Polygamy was practised on a more limited 
scale among the Tannese than in most of the Pacifio 
islands, very few chiefs indulging in more than three wives 
at a time. NQt only household work, but that of the 
plantations, devolved upon the women, their. lords being 
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so constantly engaged in w8J.fare. Infanticide was unknown, 
and children were usually treated with much kindness. 
Idols there were none, but reverence was paid to the spirits 
of departed chiefs and ancestors. The only temple was 
the banian-tree, and the only offering was that of the first­
fruits. 

More feared than any god were the disease-makers, who 
were held powerful to produce sickness or death by burning 
"ahale, or refuse of food. AB a rule, everything of the kind, 
down to the skin of a banana, was carefully burnt, lest it 
should fall into the hands of an enemy, and by him be 
placed at the disposition of those formidable beings. Not 
unfrequently the latter would prowl about in search of 
any garbage that might have been carelessly flung aside, 
and go about with the stuff hanging from their necks. If 
anyone then happened to fall sick, he believed that his 
f1aha1c was being burned, and straightway got some friend 
to blow a couch-shell, the sound of which would be carried 
two or three miles. The greater the pain, the louder grow 
the blasts; and likewise, as the anguish subsides, the trumpet 
ceases to implore m.,rcy. In the latter case presents of 
hatchets, knives, pigs, whale's teeth, mats, &c., would be 
prepared, and no long time elapsed before they were called 
for. Should a relapse afterwards ensue, it was assumed 
that the expiation had not beeu sufficient, and the conch 
was again blown, and additional gifts got ready. Strange 
to say, the disease-makers were themselves just as super­

·stitious as the vulgar herd, and never fell ill without 
suspecting one of their own fraternity as the primary 
cause of their discomfort. The sick and infirm were 
never prematurely buried in Tanna; but as a last resource, 
when a case appeared desperate, the soles of the feet would 



262 Missionary L-ife in the Southertl, Seas. 

be burnt till the flesh was soddened. The dead were 
invariably buried in a recess dug out of the side of the 
grave. Within the last quarter of a century the custom 
of widow-strangling crept in from Aneiteum, where it has 
since fallen into desuetude. 

The last offieial act performed by the Rev. John 
Williams was to place three·Samoan teachers in Tanna, 
and the last entry in his journal alludes to this event 
in terms that are incomprehensible by ordinary minds. 
"This is a memorable day," he wrote, "a day which will 
be transmitted to posterity, and the record of the events 
which have this day transpired will exist after those who 
have taken an active part in them have retired into the 
shades of oblivion, and the results of this day will be "-­
The mere fact of landing three teachers on a comparatively 
unknown island certainly did not justify such exuberant 
exultation, especially before any idea could be formed of 
their future success or failure. It is said, indeed, that 
Mr Williams looked upon the New Hebrides as the key to 
the whole of ~elanesia, and was buoyed up by the hope 
that the wedge. whose thin end had now been applied, 
would avail to rend asunder the entire fabric of supersti­
tion in all the neighbouring groups. Others, however, 
will have it that he unconsciously wrote in a prophetic 
strain, alluding -to his own martyrdom, which took place 
within forty-eight hours afterwards i but it must be admitted. 
that this seems a somewhat overstrained interpretation of 
a simple burst of enthusiastic exaggeration, not unusual 
among the South Sea missionaries. 

Of the three teachers left by Mr Williams, one died two 
or three years later, and the survivors, though reinforced 
by two more Samoans, appear to have made little progress 
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even in humanising the savages. Two more of them, 
besides, died, and all suffered in health, their illness being 
attributed by the islanders to the anger of their local 
gods. 

Accordingly, Mr Murray found them in 1841 neglected 
and despised, and with scarce any disciples in their train. • 
In the following year Messrs Turner and Nisbet arrived 
from London, tJi4 Samoa, and were received in a friendly 
manner that at once dissipated their previous appre­
hensions. The chiefs readily promised protection, and 
expressed themselves pleased to have European mission­
aries to instruct their people. Their first eiperiences, 
however, were not altogether &ocrreeable. The house in 
which they lodged was formed of rough, upright sticks, 
with interstices '\ride enough to allow a couple of fingers 
to pass through. Before these gaps were filled up It a 
towel was missed here, a comb there, and a pair of scissors 
in another place. Nay, the very bed-quilt was caught one 
afternoon moving oft' towards a hole by means of a long· 
stick with a hook at the end of it. n The missionaries had 
taken with them the frame and material of a sixty-feet 
weather-boarded cottage, which occupied them for several 
weeks in putting together, as the natives neither could 
nor would render any assistance. So far from helping on 
the work, they were always on the alert to appropriate the 
tools, or anything else they could lay hands upon. 

One-morning the missionaries found themselves in the 
very centre of the preparations for. a deadly collision 
between their neighbours and some strangers from a dis­
tance. Clubs were being struck against one another, 
bowstrings were being tightened, spear-throwers were 
being fastened OD, and fiercely raged the strife of tongues. 
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when the missionaries rushed in ~tween the two angry 
bands, and after much exertion succeeded in preventing 
bloodshed. 

The next misadventure had like to have proved 
the last. Two boats' -crews from an American whaler, 
landing in search of wood and water, contrived to get 
embroiled with the natives, who ;pursued them into the 
sun: striking at them with their clubs. Instead of in­
quiring into the rights of the dispute, and r~gardless of 
the probable consequences to the helpless missionaries, the 
skipper instantly weighed anchor, and fired old bolts and 
bars from his big guns at some villages a long ';Nay from 
the scene of the quarrel. As it happened, no lives were 
lost; for in that case, the I,u; talionis would assuredly 
have been carried out at tIle cost of the innocent. 

The cottage being at last completed, and the printing­
press set up, the two missionaries soon acquired a sufficient 
familiarity with the language to justify them in opening a 
school: but the difficulty was to obtain scholars. Neither 
could the Tannese be persuaded to become regular ser­
vants. Tbey were willing enough to do small jobs, but 
quickly grew weary, and impatiently demanded their 
wages, generally a fish-hook or a strip of coloured print, 
with which they went off home, and were seen no more 
nntil the whim seized them to apply for further employ­
ment. The two ladies, however, were tolerably successful 
in teaching needlework, though on the fir&t day only one 
little girl ventured to put on a thimble, and receive the 
preliminary instruction for sewing patchwork. " Some 
women gathered round, curious to see this new wonder. 
Little Maui was gravely trying to do her best, when the 
spectators suddenly burst out into a laugh, upon which,· 
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says Mrs Turner, cc our little pupil started. up, dashed down 
her work and thimble, bUrst through the surrounding circle, 
and Hed with the speed of a frightened hare, leaving us 
looking blank at the issue of our first attempt at school­
keeping." 

When the novelty of the new worship wore oft', it was 
impossible to get a congregation together. . The appropria­
tion of one day in seven to religious purposes seemed to 
the indolent, pleasure-seeking islanders a great deal too 
much of a. good thing. Then, a husband would hold him­
ee1f excused from attendance at divine service if his )Vue, 
or child, or any other member of his family were there. 
In the w~k-days the missionaries would visit the neigh­
bouring villages within a radius of four or five miles, 
beyond which they were not suffered to go. on the plea " 
that, if they did, they would be killed by the "bad 
people j" nor would it have been of any use to have per­
"Risted in going. as quite a different dialect was spoken by 
tribes at that short distance. Their hearts, we read, yearned 
to make the acquaintance of their neighbours beyond the 
pale, by a few of whom they were occasionally visited . 
.. One would say, • I am a sacred man; I made that ra,in 
to fall a little ago.' Another would ask whether we had 
lived up in the skies with God t who was God's father t 
and how many children He had t Or a third, pointing to 
the portrait hanging on the wall, would gravely ask, 'Is 
that Jehovah t '" Beyond these very superficial inquiries 
no interest was evinced, few caring to trouble themselves 
about a religion that was opposed to their ancient customs 
and prejudices. And matters were not suffered to continue 
long at the negative point of indifference . 

.A neighbouring chief having been treacherously mur-
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dered by a party from a tribe located at a short distance. 
his friends and dependants immediately prepared for hosti­
lities. The missionaries forthwith hastened to the front, in 
the hope of preventing a collision, but were soon persuaded 
of the impracticability of such a task. By the time they 
reached the dead man's village, all who were capable of 
bearing arms had already gone off into the bush, while their 
wives and children were uttering loud cries of lamentation 
over the corpse. So, after kneeling down among the ~. 
and praying to God to inspire the savages with feelings of 
brotherly love towards one another, they returned home 
anxious and depressed. 

For four months this wretched bush-fighting was carried 
on, though probably without much bloodshed. and it was 
accompanied, or followed, by a worse calamity in the form 
of dysentery, which carried oft' many of the natives. The 
missionaries naturally exerted themselves to check the 
ravages of the epidemic by distributing medicine to the 
sick, and oftentimes with success. This gratuitous minis­
tration, however, brought down upon them the resent­
ment of the professional disease-makers, who found their 
gains thereby much diminished, and were consequently 
determined to get rid of such troublesome rivals. On 
visiting a certain village, Mr Turner twice narrowly escaped 
death at the hands of a young ruffian, being saved on one 
occasion by the presence of mind of Mr Nisbet, and on the 
other by the interference of some women. A Sunday or 
two after this occurrenae Mr Nisbet himself was in danger 
of being clubbed, one of his two companions, an assistant 
printer and a Christian, being actually struck on the temple, 
and dangerously wounded. 

The ill-feeling of the priesthood was further inftamed by 
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the fact that, while dysentery raged with great virulence 
among the enemies of the Christians, the latter were exempt 
from the malady. To make matters worse, the people 
dwelling on the mountain opposite the mission, who had 
hitherto remained neutral, though also suffering from 
dysentery, at last joined the hostile party, and avowed 
their resolution to destroy the foreigners and their adherents. 
The position of the missionaries had become extremely cri­
tical. The country to the right and left, and the mountain 
on the opposite side of the bay, were occupied by savages 
thirsting for their blood. Their only friends dwelt in a 
few villages behind the mission-house, but were quite 
unable to cope with their adversaries. One day a band of 
two thousand armed men poured into the district bent 
upon their massacre, but were dispersed by a furious 
tropical squall of wind, thunder, lighallng, and rain, before 
they could decide upon t.heir plan of action. As the evil 
project was only adjourned, and not abandoned, Messrs 
Turner and Nisbet set about packing up their things, and 
getting their whale-boat ready for launching. 

On the following Sunday their enemies beat one of their 
boys to death with their clubs, as a declaration of war 
against the district which still afforded them a shelter. The 
fighting began on the Tuesday, when several of the mis­
sionaries' friends were wounded; and on the following day 
a village was burnt to the ground. A fowling-piece, left by 
Mr He~th at the mission-house, was thereupon clamorously 
demanded by their protectors, but resolutely refused. It 
now seemed that nothing remained but to seek safety in 
flight in two open boats, through a dark, squally night. A 
little before midnight the moon shone out, and the wind 
moderated. Commending themselves to God, the little 
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band moved down to the beach, nineteen in all, including 
four children. Ten were placed in the whaling-boat, and 
nine in the canoe, Mr Turner and Mr Nisbet each-taking 
an oar. As they neared the mouth of the Horseshoe Bay, 
a heavy swell came rolling in, the wind freshened into a 
squall, blowing right in their teeth, and the rain came 
_down in torrents. In vain the one crew tugged at their 
oars, while the others strenuously plied their paddles: the 
storm was too much for them," and wellnigh drove them 
upon the breakers. Presently they lost sight of one 
another, and in despair each made for the shore, which 
they happily reached about 3 A..JL," all faint and sick, 
and reeling after such a struggle against the wind and 
rain and sea." 

A few hours later their neighbours crowded into the 
house demanding the gun. This the missionaries firmly 
declined to give up, and shortly afterwards were &oaain. 
forced to hurry doWn to their boats, their enemies 
rapidly gaining ground, and driving their half-hearted 
friends before them in confusion. A valuable present of 
hatchets, knives, and calico, had been sent to the victors to 
stay their hand, but the answer was read in the flames of 
another village. That night, however, passed over without 
hurt, and on the morrow a whaler from Hobart Town 
came to anchor close to the beach, and the missionaries and 
teachers two days afterwards were on board with all their 
movable goods, and on their way to Samoa, leaving the 
wretched Tannese to butcher one another on any fresh 
pretext for bloodshed that might occur to their ferocious 
minds. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

THE NIW HEBRIDES. 

Tauna in 1846-" Satan" in the llesh-Infamous conduct of the 
eandalwood-traders-Ravages of the am.allpox-First mil­
sionary settlement-Never too old to lea.m-Niua-A ven­
detta - Erromanga-Murder of Mr John Williams and Mr 
James Harris-Mr Heath'. courage-Murder of Mr and Mrs 
Gordon-Realities of missionary life. 

IT was in January 1843 that Messrs Turnel' and Nisbet 
were constrained to flee fol' their lives from Tanna; 
but by the 22d April 18~5 a marked change had been 
wrought in the disposition of the Tannese. On that day 
the farmel' gentleman, accompanied by the Rev. A. W. 
Murray, found himself once more in Port Resolution, on 
board the new missionary barque, the John Williams. 
The fighting, he was informed; lasted for upwards of a 
month after his hurried departure, ,dysentery, meanwhile, 
making fearful ravages among the enemy. Since then 
both parties had lived on mutual good terms, and all were 
anxious to receive instruction. Two Samoan teachers were 
actually occupying the old mission-house, having fled thithel' 
from Niua, where they had been accused of creating dis­
ease, and threatened with death. These faithful converts 
had laboured assiduously, and not unsuccessfully, among 
the Tannese, and had kindled a desire to' know something 
more about this new religion, which was making such a stir 
,in the neighbouring islands, as well as in their own. 
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Mr Turner was also surprised to find in the mission-house 
a broken-down English gentleman, whose name the natives 
pronounced as Satan. He was lying" on a sort of bedstead 
made of some sticks lashed together, and raised a little oft' 
the ground. A mat and a blanket formed his scanty bed­
ding. A loaded gun lay at his right side, another stood up 
in the corner, at his left. He had an old number of the 
Times newspaper in his hand, and a little fire smouldered 
in a hole in the earth at the foot of the bed. There he 
lay, with a long black beard, pale, pensive, and emaciated." 
The poor waif stated that his name was S-t-n, his 
initials being R M. S., and that he came originally from 
Essex, whence he had emigrated to New Zealand. 

Disappointed in his expectations, he had taken to the 
sandalwood trade, and would have been killed at Mare, 
one of the Loyalty Islands, but for the interposition Qf the 
native teachers. He was afterwards at Aneiteum, and 
crossed over to Tanna for the sake of the hot springs; for 
he had been covered with sores, and was still far from well 
It was his wish, he said, to visit all the neighbouring 
islands, and then return home; but the latter intention 
was never fulfilled, for he lost his life in New Caledonia, 
about two years after his meeting with Mr Turner. 

Quite undue importance seems to have been attached 
to the circumstance that a half-converted chief of second­
ary rank had kept a correct reckoning of the Sabbaths­
as Sunday is invariably called by the missionaries. When­
ever any savages could be persuaded to abstain from work 
on the seventh day, it was thought that the first step had 
been taken towatds their conversion, as though utter idle­
ness were more desirable than such simple occupations as 
fishing, or the easy culture of their fields. These U Sabba-
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tarians,!' it must be remembered, knew nothing of Christian 
doctrines or morality, had scarce an idea of prayer beyond 
incoherent ejaculations to "Jehovah," and had certainly 
no resources within themselves of either a spiritual or in­
tellectual nature. Their" Sabbaths n were nothing more 
than so many hours passed in absolute idleness, lolling 
about under the trees or on the beach, devising schemes 
of war and spoliation for the morrow. Verily, the good 
missionaries would have done well to remember that" the 
Son of man is lord also of the Sabbath." 

The Tannese, however, were evidently in earnest, for 
the time being, in desiring to have more teachers, and the 
most anxious were the very men who, only two years before, 
had driven the mission from the island. Three Ramton­
gans and four Samoans were accordingly landed, under 
the assured protection of twelve powerful chiefs, and the 
people generally welcomed them with noisy demonstrations 
of delight. 

One day the European gentlemen made an excursion 
to the volcano, and on their return rested near the 
village of Maro, and bartered beads with the children 
for cocoa-nuts and bananas. «Only a month ago," Mr 
Turner remarks, "the Mara people killed on that very 
spot a poor fellow, who had ventured from an inland tribe 
to come and have a peep at a vessel at anchor. Thei 
cooked his body, and sent a leg to Fatarapa in the bay, 
but neither Viavia nor Kuanuan would taste. Their 
people, however, thought it was too good to throwaway. 
The inland tribe were soon in arms in search for their man, 
or some one in his place, and killed a woman near 
Maro." 

The fair prospect that seemed about to unfold itself in 
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1845 soon became enveloped in gloom. When Messrs 
Nisbet and Gill anchored in Port Resolution in September 
1846, they were informed that one of the teachem had 
been struck down by a club, and his lower jawbone' 
broken, on suspicion of having caused a fatal epidemic 
to sweep through the island. The unfortunate man re­
covered; but not so one of his colleagues, who was way­
laid one evening and murdered outright, on the breaking out 
of another disease, their dwelling-house having two days 
previously been burnt to the ground. It is not very 
surprising that the survivors should have hurried on board 
a vessel that was then lying in the bay, and so escaped 
from an untenable position. 

Two teachers, nevertheless, had the courage to land in 
1846, but without accomplishing much apparent good. 
Nor could this be expected in the face of the lawless and 
outrageous conduct of the white men engaged in the 
sandalwood trade. Thus, Mr Turner states, writing under 
date of the 17th July 1848, that a sandalwood schooner 
had just arrived from Erromanga, which had been robbed 
of a boat by the natives of that island. .. They were out 
in deep water, but the natives upset the boat. One of the 
crew clung to the keel, and was killed directly: his name 
was William Thorington, of Chatham. The rest swam out 
to sea, towards the vessel. They had a current in their 
favour, and as the natives were busy picking up the con­
tents of ·the boat, they escaped. One of them was four 
hours in the water, and has been insensible ever since. 
Another, who had a blow on the head from a tomahawk, is 
also out of his mind. The mate of this schooner tells sad 
tales of his brethren in the sandalwood trade. He names 
a vessel now in the grouP. and says they fire upon every 
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tribe that will not let them have the wood. He says they 
take natives from one place to another, and sell them for 
wood. Over and over again he aasured us that he and his 
party never do such tricks; but at the same moment his 
own boat's-crew were telling our men on deck tales which, 
if true, made them out to be aa bad aa any in the trade. 
They say they get a chief on board, and keep him until 
they get boat-loads of wood for his rescue. After getting 
the wood they take away the poor man still, and sell him 
for more wood at another place, there to be a slave, or, 
more likely, a roast for the next meal At this place they 
will pick up some other person, and oft' with him again. 
If they take some Tanna men in this way to Erromanga, 
they will return to Tanna and say, "Oh, they were killed 
at Erromanga. " And at Erromanga they will say the same 
of any Erromangans who have been left here. Dogs and 
cats, also, it appears, are in great demand at Erromanga. 
A dishonest trader will show a cat; a boat-load of sandal­
wood is brought for it. He tells them to bring more ; 
they bring more, and after all he keeps the cat, and 
sails off, langhing, with the wood. In retaliation for 
injuries, if accounts are true, some of these white men 
are as barbarous as the natives. It is reported that this 
very party now at anchor took a chief of Cook's Bay 
lately, first mangled his body on board, then threw him 
into the sea, and shot at him aa at a target." 

In the brief space of nine years 322 white men en­
gaged in that trade had perished, within Mr Turner's own 
knowledge. The accursed thirst of haaty and illicit gain, 
which prompted the Spaniards to commit such cruelties in • 
Sonth America, produced precisely the same results in the 

s 
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8.andalwood trade, and at a still more recent period in the 
kidnapping of the South Sea Islanders. 

The sandalwood was in great request in China, where 
it was burnt as incense to the idols, and fetched from £15 
to £18 per ton, thus yielding an immense profit to the 
unscrupulous ruffians engaged in the trade if trade it 
might be called that was no better than spoliation of the 
I13.vages. That the latter should come to regard Chris­
tianity with aversion, or at least with distrust, can be no 
matter of surprise, when it is remembered that their 
teachers were for the most part imperfectly-educated 
natives of the Friendly or Society Islands, while, with the 
exception of brief missionary visits at long intervals, their 
ouly intercourse with Christian white men was of the 
character above described. The contrast between precept 
and example was too strong not to be remarked by these 
suspicious, if ignorant, barbarians. 

The two teachers landed in 1846 were reinforced by one 
from Rarotonga in 1848, and again for a time the outlook 
was encouraging. A vessel, however, arrived with smallpox 
on board, without any precautions being taken to prevent 
infection. One of the teachers was consequently attacked 
and carried off within a week, then another, shortly after­
wards a third, and lastly, the wife of the last mentioned. 
A Samoan, with his wife and child-for there were then 
four teachers on the island-alone survived, being located 
at some little distance from the others. Fifteen of the 
natives were next cut off, who had stolen sundry articles 
from the mission premises, which were then committed to 
the fiames. Other diseases followed in the steps of that 
distemper, and were also accredited to Christianity. So 
great a ferment thereupon arose, that the Samoan and his 
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family :fled to Aneiteum., but four women were killed who 
were known to have adopted the new religion. 

After the lapse of a few years the Tannese were much 
exercised in their minds by strange rumours that came 
from Aneiteum, so that in 1854. they were induced to 
despatch two canoes to that island to ascertain the 
exact state of things. Great was the astonishmeJ~t of the 
messengers on learning that peace prevailed from shore to 
shore, and that fighting and bloodshed were absolutely 
prohibited. This nO'Velty went home to the hearts-of those 
war-worn sav~aes, and they at once begged that teachers 
might be sent to· Tauna, in the hope of "briDging about a 
like happy result. Two were accordingly deputed for that 
purpose, and being themselves chieftains, received a hearty 
welcome. Once more a new era seemed about to dawn 
upon Tanna, when progress was again arrested by wide­
spread· sickness, and the lives of the teachers were for 
awhile iu considerable danger. In 1857 widow-strangling, 
another recent importation from Aneiteum, was found to 
be on the increase, while the bodies of. enelUias slain in 
battle were still eagerly devoured. The chiefs further 
declinec;l to allow any European missionaries to settle on 
the island, through their fear of the disease-makers dwell­
ing in the interior. 

Towards the close of the following year, however, Messrs 
Paton and Copeland amved from Scotland and settled on 
the shore of Port Resolution, while Mr Matheson from 
Nova Scotia made choice of another district. In the 
course of the ensuing twelve months Mr Paton lost his 
wife and infant child, and was himself fourteen times 
prostrated with fever and ague. His life, too, had been 
repeatedly threatened J nor was he able to venture more 
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than a couple of miles from his own door on the BOuth 
or west sides of the bay, and only once had made his way 
to the station temporarily occupied by Mr Matheson, who 
had been compelled by ill-health to return to Aneiteum. 
In 1859 Mr Paton was working single-handed, Mr Copeland 
having already been removed. There were, indeed, eleven 
Aneiteum teachers, but these were little capable of im­
parting religious instruction. 

The outbreak of measles which proved so fatal to the 
people .of Aneiteum in 1861, was severely felt also in 
Tanna, and was commonly attributed to Mr Paton. When 
that island was visited by Mr Murray in 1861, no more 
than twenty individuals could be induced to attend divine 
worship. In the course of subsequent conferences many 
sought to excuse themselves from learning to read, on the 
plp,a of being too ()ld to begin upon anything. A convert 
somewhat advanced in years thereupon declared with much 
vivacity that there was no great difficulty in mastering the 
alphabet. " There is F," he cried, "it is just like a club; 
C is like a half moon; 0 is like the full moon; L is like 
a leg with a foot; T is like the posts of a verandah, with 
the cross piece of wood over the top," and so on. 

The Rev. Mr Johnston had arranged to take up his abode 
on the island, but died before he could settle down to his 
work. His widow, instead of returning to her friends, 
bravely proceeded to Aneiteum and took clwge of the 
Orphan School and Home. 

In 1862 the Tanna Mission was again abandoned. through 
the violence of the heathen, nor can anything very satis­
factory be said of the religious or moral condition of those 
fierce islanders even at the present date. 

Only fifteen miles to the north-east of Tanna the low 
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uninviting islet of Niua-pronounced Neeooah-rises 
about 200 feet above the level of the se&. It is of coral 
formation, and contains about 500 inhabitants. Repeated 
efforts were made, but in vain, to bring these islanders 
under Christian influences; but each experiment speedily 
proved abortive, the teachers being compelled to flee for 
their lives. 

In 1858 two natives of .Aneiteum, named Navallak and 
N emeian, volunteered for the ungrateful task. As it 
chanced, however, the Niuans had carefully nurtured the 
memory of a grievous wrong done to a party of their 
fellow-islanders some thirty years before. These men 
had gone to visit some friends in Aneiteum, but having 
been driven by stress of weather to a part of the island 
where they were unknown, were incontinently slain and 
eaten, with the exception of two who concealed themselves 
among the rocks. At night these two seized a small 
canoe with two paddles, a.nd setting up a cocoa-nut leaf 
for a sail, succeeded in reaching their homes. Infuriated 
at the ghastly fate of their countrymen, the Niuans fixed 
some sticks in the gtVund to remind them of the debt of 
revenge they owed, carefully replacing those that rotted. 
Unhappily Nemeian came from the very district in which 
the foul deed had been perpetrated, and the circumstance 
soon became known. The Niuans, however, shrank from 
taking vengeance with their own hands, and consigned 
the hateful task to two Tannese savages who were living 
amongst them. These ruffians waylaid the teachers one 
Sunday afternoon, killed Nemeian on the spot with a sharp 
stone, and beat N avallak with a club till he was sorely 
wounded. The Niuans thereupon pronounced themselves 
satisfied, pulled up the sticks in meJnonam, and built a 
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chapel for the wounded man, who was BOOn afterwards 
joined by another teacher from Aneiteum. A native of 
Aitutake was likewise placed here in 1859, and gradually 
a certain moderate degree of success was attained. 

Of all the islands in the Southern Seas, Erromanga 
enjoys the bad pre-eminence of being most deeply steeped 
in the blood of European missionaries. It is a mountainous, 
but tolerably fertile island, 75 miles in circuit, and con­
tains about 5000 mhabitants. oErromanga was originally 
discovered in 1769 by Captain Cook, who came into 
collision with the natives. These are described as being 
both physically and morally inferior to the Tannese, and 
of a darker complexion-the negro °cast of countenance 
being not unfrequently observed. They have always 
been addicted to war, cannibalism, and polygamy, and 
were regarded with mingled dread and aversion of all their 
neighbours. With the idea of giving their children 
strength and vigour, new-born babes were fed with fish 
and taro, under which diet the weak and sickly soon 
passed away. 

Among the natural productions of this island was the 
much-coveted sandalwood, which drew down upon the 
natives most cruel treatment from the rude violent men 
who pursued that traffic. To this cause must be assigned 
the murder of the two missionaries who, on the 20th No­
vember 1839, first endeavoured to open a friendly inter­
course with the savages, though it has been stated that 
Mr Williams unconsciously gave offence by landing at a 
time when certain religious rites were being performed. 

It is more probable that the version received. by lIr 
Turner from the actual murderers is the correct one. Ac­
cording to this, the natives had collected a quantity of 
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yams and taro for a great feast, and when they saw a boat 
filled with white men making for the spot, they naturally 
concluded that they had come to steal their property. 
They were under the impression at the time that the mis­
sionary vessel, the Camden, was the same that had recently 
anchored there with a party of sandalwood-cutters on 
board, by whom they had been vilely treated. They 
therefore retired into the bush and watched their oppor­
tunity for revenge. 

Mr Williams had no intention of leaving a teacher on 
the island, but merely desired to conciliate the natives by 
making them a few presents. .As neither women nor 
children were to be seen on the beach, Captain Morgan 
endeavoured to dissuade him from going on shore, but he 
was bent on making a commencement, and . replied, with 
a smile: CI Captain, you know we like to take possession 
of the land, and if we can only leave good impressions 
on the minds of the natives, we can come 8.oaain and leave 
teachers; we must be content to do a little. You know 
Babel was not built in a day." The allusion to Babel was 
more characteristic than felicitous, inasmuch as the tower 
was never completed, but the name was probably more 
familiar than that of Rome. 

In compliance with the worthy man's Ul'gent wishes, 
Captain Morgan at length lowered a boat and pulled in for 
the shore, having on board, in addition to Mr Williams, a 
Mr Cunningham, and a young gentleman named Harris, 
who was on his wa.y to England with a view to be 
appointed to the Marquesas Mission. As the boat 
neared the land, Mr Harris stepped into the water, and 
wading ashore sat down on the beach, where some natives 
brought him young cocoa-nuts and even opened them for 
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him. He then followed a path into the bush a Uttle way 
ahead of ~ Williams, Mr Cunningham bringing up the 
rear, while 'Captain Morgan remained behind to see that 
th. boat was properly secured. A bend in the road hid 
the ~ree explorers from the boat's-crew, but Mr Cunning­
ham afterwards related that Mr Williams was engaged in 
teaching a lad the Samoan numerals, and he himself was 
stooping to pick up some shells that were new to him, 
when suddenly a loud yell rang from the bush, and 
almost instantaneously he saw Mr Harris running at top 
speed pursued by armed natives, one of whom struck him 
with""a club. Staggering a few steps forward, he fell into 
the stream and was speedily beaten to death. 

Mr Cunningham and Captain Morgan made straight for 
the boat, and quickly scrambled on board; but Mr Wil­
liams rushed into the sea, apparently with the intention of 
swimming oft' out of the reach of his pursuers. He was 
overtaken, however, at the water's edge; but catching the 
first blow on his arm, he dived beneath the waves, though 
only to be struck again and again as he rose to the surface. 
The surf upon the ~hore was soon tinged with the red 
hue of blood, and the missionary's career was ful6lled. 
Meantime the boat pushed oft' beyond the reach of stones 
and arrows, and when the martyr's dead body was dragged 
up high and dry upon the beach and pelted with stones 
by the cruel young barbarians, the sorrowing survivo18 
returned to the ship. 

There being no shot on board, Captain Morgan could 
fire only blank cartridge, which failed to intimidate the 
ferocious islanders, who carried oft' the two bodies into 
the bush when they saw the boat again making for the 
land. It is said that the natives were by no means of one 
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mind as fio the expediency of attackjog their unarmed 
.. and seemingly friendly visitors, and some of them· made 

signals to prevent the approach of the latter. They them­
selves afterwards declared that their hearts melted within 
them when they saw "the man in the boat (Captain 
Morgan), who stood, and wrung his hands, and wept." " .. 

The news of this atrocious deed soon spread far and 
wide, and in every island, where the name of Williams was 
as a household word, called forth the most touching demon­
strations of sorrow, and of sympathy with the bereaved 
widow, mingled with outbursts of rage and indignation. 
Sir George Gipps lost no time in despatching from Sydney· • 
H. M. S. Favourite, commanded by Captain Croker, to 
recover the remains of the two murdered men, but with· . , 
strict instructions to refrain from all show of vengeance. 
The natives readily delivered. up two skulls and some 
bones, which were conveyed. to Apia, in the Samoan' 
group, where they were solemnly interred on the 31st 
March 1840. the officers, seamen, and marines walking in 
the sad procession, and a farewell salute being fired over 
the grave. A monument was also erected, bearing the 
following inscription: .. Sacred to the memory of the Rev. 
John Williams, Father of the Samoan and other missions, 
aged 43 years and 5 months, who was killed by the cruel 
natives of Erromanga on Nov. 20, 1839, while endeav­
ouring to plant the Gospel of peace on their shores." 

Subsequently, however, it was ascertained that a great 
mistake had been made. Captain Croker's interpreter 
had failed to make himself understood. At all events, 
the natives took off to the ship two skulls and a quantity 
of bones from a heap lying in a cave used as a catacomb. 
One of the skulls, it is alleged, was that of the father of a 
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lad educated at the Samoan Seminary, while Mr Williams's 
head was buried at the foot of a palm-tree a little way 
inland. 

.. A piece of red sealing-wax," says Mr Turner, "found 
in Mr Williams's pocket, was supposed by the natives 
to be some portable god, and was carefully buried 
near where the skull was laid. Mr (;Qrdon lately re­
covered this and handed it to me (in 1869) to convey to Mr 
Williams's children, as the only relic which he has been 
able to obtain of their lamented father. At first he 
thought, from the description of the natives, that this god 
would turn out to be Mr Williams's watch; but, when 
found, it was only red sealing-wax. The clothes, and 
other things found on the body, after the massacre, were 
all distributed about, with the exception of this bit of 
sealing-wax, an inch and a half long." 

A singular memento of the murder is a fiat block of 
coral about a gunshot from the place where Mr Williams 
was struck down. Upon this his body was laid on its 
right side, with the knees somewhat bent, and three marks 
were cut in the stone to indicate the length from the crown 
of the head to the lower part of the trunk, and from that 
point to the feet. Mr Harris's body was cooked in Dil­
lon's Bay, the seene of the massacre; while that of his 
companion was taken a few miles into the interior, and 
divided between three different villages. 

No sooner was Mr Williams's sad fate known in Samoa 
than a meeting was held to consider what steps should be 
taken under these discouraging circumstances. The Rev. 
T. Heath, however, immediately volunteered to renew the 
attempt to open a friendly intercourse with the Erro­
mangans, on the sole condition that. if he perished. the 
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duty should be undertaken by some one else, and that 
those savages should not be abandoned as utterly irre­
claimable. The condition was cheerfully accepted, and in 
May 1840 Mr Heath succeeded in landing some native 
teachers, under positive assurances of support and protec­
tion. The unfortunate men, however, 'Would have been 
starved to death had not a kindly-disposed native secretly, 
and at imminent peril.to himself: supplied them with food 
during the hours of darkness. In the following year they 
were rescued. with some difficulty, and Erromanga was 
sought only by dealers in sandalwood. 

In 1845, indeed, Messrs Murray and Turner anchored 
in Dillon's Bay and, pulling in close to the shore, presented 
some bits of cloth, beads, and fish-hooks to the natives 
who crowded round the bow, suspicious and irresolute ; 
but an old chief seated on a pile of stones on the beach' 
forbade his people to go off to the ship, and Mr Turner 
remarks in his journal, "The door seems quite shut." The 
prospect was equally gloomy in 1848, when the Erroman­
gaDS were engaged in constant disputes with the sandal­
wood-cutters .. in which the latter often fared badly. The 
islanders, for instance, would swim off to a boat with a 
tomahawk under one arm and pushing before them a log 
of sandalwood. While this was being hauled in they 
would dive under the keel and capsize the boat, and then 
use their tomahawks with murderous effect. 

At last, iu 1849, four of the islanders were induced to 
proceed to Samoa for three years' instruction at the Semi­
nary. One of these died on their voyage home in 1852, but 
the others were safely landed, together with two married 
teachers. Fighting was then going on in all directions, and 
the new-comers were more than once sorely straitened for 
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the barest necessaries of life, but their humanising influence 
was gradually extended over the tribes in their immediate 
vicinity. 

Five years later the Rev. G. N. Gordon from Nova 
• Scotia, accompanied by his wife and two married teachers 

from Rarotonga, ventured to fix his abode within a very 
short distance of the scene of the massacre in 1839. Here 
the devoted couple were found by Mr Turner in 1859. 
except ~t to avoid the unhealthy swamps on the low 
ground, Mr Gordon had built his cottage on the hill at 
an elevation of a thousand feet above the sea, and by the 
side of his house a small chapel with a fine sonorous bell 
A coDoaregation of a hundred and fifty persons assembled 
in this little building, and the visitors were deligbted to 
U hear them, 88 led by Mrs Gordon, strike up the tune of 
'New Lydia' and also the translation and tune of 'There 
is a happy land.'" On the previous Sunday, however. 
the cpapel was nearly deserted, only five natives having 
ventured to disregard a prohibition issued by the chiefs 
against attending divine service, in consequence of.a report 
received from Aneiteum that the new religion was there 
killing the people. 

lIr Gordon admitted that it was terribly uphill work, 
and that his chief hope centred in six young Erromangans 
whom he was training.as teachers. He was assisted, indeed, 
by a native of Aneiteum, and an Erromangan was stationed 
on the other side of the island, where he was working with 
considerable success; but the want of European knowledge 
and energy W88 keenly felt. Mr Turner shook hands with 
Kauian, the chief who murdered Mr Williams, and saw 
also one of his men who struck down Mr Harris. Both 
appeared to regret their conduct on that occasion, and the 
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latter especially testified his BOrrow at having killed "a 
man of God.n 

Barely eighteen months elapsed after Mr Turner's last 
visit before another name was added to the roll of Christian 
martyrs. .A native of Singapore had established himself . 
in Erromanga and claimed superhuman powers, in virtue 
of which nine of the local chiefs had bestowed upon him 
a daughter in marriage. An attack of measles having 
carried oft' many of the islanders, this man gave out that 
it was the handiwork of the missionary, and on the 18th 
May 1861 Mr Gordon was privately warned that his life 
was in danger. The information was unheeded, and he 
went about his usual avocations. .A similar warning 
reached Mrs Gordon. on the morrow, which happened to 
be Sunday. 

On Monday morning Mr Gordon desired eight of his 
lads to go down to the lowlands to cut reeds to thatch a 
house which he was building, while one remained with 
Mrs Gordon, and another accompanied himself to the new 
dwelling. About noon nine men and a boy called at his 
residence and were offered refreshments. Each accepted 
a cocoa-nut and some fish-hooks, but said that they wanted 
some cloth to cover themselves, as they wished to attend 
divine service. Mrs Gordon thereupon referred them to 
her husband, and as they were going down the hill she 
was moved by a strange impulse to call after them, and 
ask if they intended to kill her husband and herself: 
The boy turned round and jestingly answered in the 
affirmative, but, deceived by his tone and manner, the 
lad with Mrs Gordon thonght he was speaking in fun. 

Eight of the party, when they had got well out of sight, 
concealed themselves in the bush, while the other went on 
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to Mr Gordon, followed by the lad who was bringing the 
missionary his frugal meal. As the man approached, the 
other lad recognised him as the murderer of several per­
sons, and mentioned the circnmstance. Mr Gordon con­
tented himself with taking from the fellow a hatchet with 
which he was armed, and asking how he came to act in 
such an atrocious manner. The savage hung down his 
head, and his hatchet was restored to him. He then said 
that he wanted some cloth for himself and his friends, 
whereupon Mr Gordon took a chip of wood, and with a 
piece of chalk wrote on it a few words, requesting his wife 
to give each of the party a yard of calico. The man de­
clined, however, to take charge of the missive, and added 
that one of his companions was very ill and wanted medi­
cine. Mr Gordon had begun to open his wife's parcel, but 
on hearing that a sick man stood in need o.f his advice, he 
quickly tied it up again and, giving it to the other to 
carry, bade him walk on in front. This he declined to do. 
and the missionary fearlessly led the way. Presently one 
of those in ambush sprang out from his hiding-place and 
struck at him, but the blow fell on the suddenly-uplifted 
arm. Mr Gordon then took to his heels, but on reaching 
a steep broken bit of road received a severe wound across 
the vertebral column, near the loins, and instantly fell to 
the ground, when he was speedily despatched by a blow 
on the neck which severed the spine and arteries. Hearing 
a noise, Mrs Gordon came to tbe door of the house and 
looked out, and while she was doing so one of the men 

• stole round from behind and struck her repeatedly on the 
back, neck, and arms. A little girl who was with her Hed 
down to the shore, and carried the woeful news to the lads 
who were cutting thatch. These bravely hurried back to 
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the house, and were in time to save both bodies from the 
ovens. 

When Mr Murray arrived a little later in the same 
year, he found that husband and wife had been buried in 
the same grave, over which was raised a mound of stone 
and lime about two feet in height, with mulberry-trees 
planted in a circle all round, the whole being enclosed within 
a rude fence made of bamboos, attached to cocoa-nut posts. 
Mr Gorilon, it seems, had distrusted native agency, and 
strove to work single-handed, so that, when the hour of 
danger arrived, he was left all alone. After his death 
seventeen of his converts escaped to Aneiteum, but those 
who remained were subjected to no persecution. 

The sad fate of this worthy and courageous man failed 
to deter others from incurring the same risk. What the 
Roman poet said of the fabled bough of gold is truly appli­
cable to missioparies in partibu8 infidelium-

• • • .. Primo anlao, non delicit alter 
A\U'8UlJ; et Iimili froDdescit virga metallo. " 

Thus, in the year 1869, Captain Palmer, in command of 
H.M.S. Bomno, found the Rev. Mr M'Nair and his wife 
residing in the deserted premises of the old sandal wood 
establisbment at Dillon's Bay. Mr Gordon's murderers 
had more than once forced their way into his garden, and 
threatened to treat him in the same way. The situation is 
described as most unhealthy, the atmosphere being laden 
with miasma from the rank vegetation on the river's banks. 
The people, too, were lazy and stupid, and had killed the 
pigs and poultry which Mr M'Nair had given to them for 
breeding purposes, neither would they accept his offer to 
feed, clothe, and educate their children. . .. Doubtless," 
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remarks Captain Palmer, "the sketches of the missionary 
settlement look very pretty on paper; but, unfortunately, 
there are some things you cannot portray, such as insuffi­
cient food, brackish water, together with swarms of mos­
quitoes and other insects, and often, as at Dillon's Bay, a 
sweltering, poisonoqs atmosphere, accompanied by fever and 
ague. The missionary schooner is often delayed. on her ' 
annual trip; then the stores of flour are at a. very low ebb, 
and frequently injured by the damp, and the sugar swarming 
with ants. An English labourer would often turn up his 
nose at their daily fare. All these things cannot be put into 
a sketch ~f a two-roomed cottage, under the shade of a 
cocoa-nut grove, with beautifully-wooded hills as a. back­
ground." 

The cliplate spared the Erromangans an additional 
crime, Mr M'N air speedily succumbing to the pestilential 
exhalations of Dillon's Bay. ., 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE NEW HEBRIDES: SANTA CRUZ AND SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

Vat8-Horrible outrage--Sualo-lli-BUccess of the native teacllen­
Conversion of the Erakorites-Santll Cruz Ialanda-Missionarr 
excursion of Bishop Selwyn and the Rev. Coleridge Patteson­
Banks' Ialanda-Mr M'Farlane on missionaries-Bishop Patteson 
-His martyrdom at Nukupa Island. 

FORTY-FOUR miles to the north of Erromanga lies the fine 
coral island of YaM, named Sandwich Island by its dis­
coverer, Captain Cook. It is probably not less than eighty 
miles in circumference, and contains a population estimated 
at 12,000 inhabitants. The shore is indented with ma.:,ani­
ficent bays and excellent harbours, while the scenery in 
the interior is described as exceedingly div~rsified and 
picturesque. The people are taller and stouter than the 
Tannese, with short, woolly hair, but of a lighter com­
plexion than either the Tannese or Erromangans, and far 
more decently clad. Their features, too,· are more regular, 
with straight or nearly aquiline noses, good foreheads, and 
beards of moderate length. Tatauing is not practised, 
though the chest and arms are frequently covered with 
raised figures. 

Though quite as truculent as their neighbours, they 
are less addicted. to war with one another, and inter­
marry all over the island. The body of a· vanquished 
foe may usually be redeemed by a pig. or some other 
offering of equal value; otherwise, it i3 placed in the 

T 
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oven. Human bones are often suspended from the rafters 
of their houses, together with those of inferior animals. 
"Here," says Captain Erskine of the house in which he 
was lodged, "hung strings of the vertebrm of pigs, there 
the joints of their tails; whole dozens of merry-thoughts 
of fowls, and every conceivable bone of birds and fishes. 
mingled with lobster-shells and shark's fins." 

As the women are constantly employed in field labour, 
they have little time to devote to the nurture of their own 
children, and seldom spare the lives of more than two or 
three, the others being buried alive as soon as they are 
bom. The sick and infirm are also buried alive, them­
selves intimating when the proper time has arrived. 
"When an old man," says Mr Turner, If feels sick and 
infirm, and thinks he is dying, he deliberately tells his 
children and friends to get all ready and bury him. They 
yield to his wishes, dig a round, deep pit, wind a number 
of fine mata round his body, and lower down the poor old 
heathen into his grave in a sitting posture. Live pigs are 
then brought, and tied, each with a separate cord, the one 
end of the cord to the pig, and the other end to the arm of 
the old man. The cords are cut in the middle, leaving the 
one--ha,lf hanging at the arm of the old man, and off the 
pigs are taken to be killed and baked for the burial-feast; 
the old man, however, is supposed still to take the pigs 
with him to the world of spirits." . 

In ca.c;es of delirium the patient is invariably buried to 
prevent infection, and it is related how a young man in the 
prime of life was twice buried, and in his frenzy twice 
burst up the grave. He was then lashed to a tree, and left 
to die of starvation. Idolatry is unknown, but worship is 
paid to the spirits of deceased ancestors. 
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The first intercourse held by these isIanders with 
Europeans was of a lamentable character on both sides. 
The odious sandalwood trade here, as elsewhere, led to 
frequent collisions, usually traceable in the first instance 
to the foreigners. 

In 1842 a peculiarly horrible tragedy was enacted. 
Three vessels arrived about the same time, whose crews 
rivalled each other in their cruel treatment of the natives. 
They had also some sixty Tongans on board as woodcutters, 
who showed no ruth in stealing pigs and plundering 
plantations. A fight ensued, in which twenty-six of the 
Vatese were shot, while not one of the others was seriously 
injured. The fugitives hastily threw up some rude forti­
fications, which were stormed with great slaughter of the 
defenders. The survivors then fled to an islet, a:od hid 
themselves in a cave with their women and children, but 
were closely pursued by the victors, who pulled down a 
number of huts, and blocked up the ent1'8.nce with the 
materials, which were set on fire, and fie&h fuel added, 
until not a single Vatese was left alive. By way of 
reprisal, the friends of the murdered islanders surprised two 
English vessels, and destroyed them and theiIr crews. 

It happened, however, that in 1845. Messrs Turner and 
Murray were informed that a Samoan named "Swallow," 
who had been settled for many years in Vate, had expressed 
a strong desire to have Christian teachers placed in his 
district. Eagerly availing themselves af this favourable 
opportunity to gain a footing an an island hitherto 
regarded as inaccessible to missionaries, those gentlemen 
directed their course thither from Erromanga, reaching 
their destination on May-day. With some difficulty they 
satisfied the natives that their motives for visiting them 
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were purely disinterested, and at length established friendly 
communications. The Samoan of whom they had come 
in search turned out to be a native of Savii, named 
Sualo, who twenty years before had sailed from that 
island for Tonga in a double canoe, with about fifty CODl­

panions. An adverse wind, however, drove ihem to 
Tongoa, or the "Three Hills," an islet to the north of 
YaM. Landing, club in hand, they conquered the in­
habitants, and took possession of two villa.:,aes. 

Two years later they again put to sea in the hope of mak­
ing Tonga, but were blown into a bq.y on the coast of Vale, 
where they resolved to settle themselves. Many of them 
dying, however, of ague, the others removed to Erakor; but 
by 1845 only nine of the original band survived. Sualo had 
made himself a great name as a warrior, and was often 
induced by the promise of a pig or two to join the neigh­
bouring chiefs in their frequent fights with one another. 
His prowess was so great, that he had more than once 
turned the scale of victory with his long-handled toma­
hawk. He had three wives, and was a heathen to the 
backbone. Nevertheless, he was deeply affected by the 
teachings and admonitions of the Samoan teachers landed 
by the missionaries, and avowed his readiness to embrace 
the new religion. Encouraged by the hopeful commence­
ment made at Erakor, Mr Turner and Mr Murray left four 
Samoans on the island, and only regretted that they could 
not leave forty. 

Their expectations of success were not justified by the 
result. .Although the number of teachers had been 
increased to nine in 1846, only five were alive in the 
following year, and these were unable to point to a single 

. genuine case of conversion. One teacher had had his 
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house burnt down, because his wife refused to yield to 
the solicitations of a chief. The wife of another teacher 
had died of dropsy. Ague having carried oft' the teacher 
stationed at M~Ie, the local chief claimed his property and 
his widow, who, to save her honour, rushed into the sea, 
and was drowned. Two other teachers died natural 
deaths, but there was reason to believe that the fourth, 
having shown symptoms of delirium, had been prematurely 
put out of pain. 

A fearful story is told by Mr Turner of the massacre of 
the crew of the Britiih Sovereign, a barque engaged in 
the sandalwood traffic. The vessel was wrecked in April 
1867, and, with the exception of an Englishman named 
John Jones-saved by the exertions of two of the teachers 
-and a Tanna man and boy, every human being who 
escaped to the shore was killed and eaten. Ten bodies 
were cooked upon the spot, ten more distributed among 
the nearest villages, and the others disposed of in various 
ways. Sualo, however, had gone on improving; and upon 
the whole the missionaries felt themselves justified in land­
ing some more teachers to replace those removed by death. 

Within the next twelve months three of these teachers, 
with three of their children, were carried oft' by the 
unhealthiness of the climate, and the survivors, them­
selves stricken with sickness, were taken away from 
every station except Erakor. The natives also had suf­
fered from an epidemic which was ascribed to the new 
religion, and the houses of the teachers were accordingly 
fired, and their plantations destroyed. A party had even 
arranged to murder the strangers while at prayer; but, 
when the time came, their hearts failed them. Another 
band of sixty men started in three canoes from Fila, with 
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the same fell purpose in their minds, but were caught in a 
storm, and wrecked upon the coast, their boats crushed 
and themselves utterly disheart~ed. 

In 1852 an epidemic broke out at Erakor, and fifteen 
persons perished, whereupon the teachers were removed to 
a place called Sema; but, as thirty more died after their de­
parture, they were brought back after a fortnight's absence. 
The chapel at Pango was also burnt down, and a party of 
twenty-nine natives, who had gone there from Sema to 
trade, was suddenly attacked, and twenty-two of them 
slain, all of whom were eaten, with one exception. 

In 1853 two preachers, with their wives and one child, 
settled in the neighbouring islet of Lolopa, at the express 
desire of the natives, but within three weeks after their land­
ing were all murdered and eaten. An epidemic which then 
broke out, and carried off one hundred and fifty individuals, 
was looked upon as a judgment from the Christians' God. 
Two teachers also dying on the main island, the last sur­
vivor, with the widow of one of his dead colleagues, was 
removed, and Vate given once more over to heathenism. 

Still some professors of Christianity were found there in 
1857; aud in the following year three Rarotongan teachers. 
with their wives and children, volunteered to renew the 
attempt. This time a certain degree of success was attained. 
By 1859 the two hundred and fifty inhabitants of Erakor 
were all nominally Christians, and supplied the teachers-­
one of whom had died of fever and ague-with abundaI}ce 
of fish, fruit, and vegetables, in return for their spiritual 
instructions. A chapel had been built, 45 feet in length 
by 35 in width, wattled and plastered, and thatched with 
grass, with a pulpit constructed of blocks of coral, and rough 
forms placed as seats. A quantity of taro, yams, sugar-cane, 
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and cocoa-nuts, was presented to Captain Morgan and Mr 
Turner, It and presently an old lady came along with a 
cooked fowl and some hot yams in a basket. . . • This old 
lady, who was dressed in a straw bonnet and a. Turkey­
red cotton gown, turned out to be the wife of the 
chie£." 

A great improvement, too, was noticed in the nature of 
the local traffic. Formerly, trinkets and tobacco had been 
in greatest ~equest, but now the demand was all for shirts 
and calico. And notwithstanding that thirty deaths from 
measles occurred in this little commnnity in 1861, the 
converts remained true to their new persuasion. . 

When Captain Palmer touched at Vate in 1869, he found . 
the Rev. Mr Cosh, with his wife and child, residing in a two­
roomed cottage, nicely thatched, and whitewashed inside, 
the fittings having been brought from Australia, and put 
up by himself. They were living, however, merely on 
sufferance, neglected by the natives, and striving to do 
their duty in spite of every discouragement. 

The mortality among the native teachers in Melanesia 
was estimated by Bishop Selwyn at not fewer than fifty, 
mostly sent from Samoa and Rarotonga; and no better 
proof could be desired of the earnestness of the Christian 
converts in those islands than their readiness to volun­
teer for the most perilous posts, in order to prepare the 
way for the European missionaries. 

Little more need be said on the subject of mission-work 
in the New Hebrides. Two married native teachers were 
landed in 1861 in the fertile island of Api, inhabited by 
a comparatively mild and gentle race. Teachers were also 
placed in the large island of Espiritu Santo, whose inhabit­
ants are described as equally pacific and tractable, though 



296 Missionary Life in. the Souih,ern Seas. 

they keep their women in a wretchedly degraded condition. 
It does not appear, however, that Christianity has gained 
a real footing among the northern, any more than among 
the southern islands of the New Hebrides Archi~O'(), 
though some little amelioration of social habits and prac­
tices may possibly have been effected through the benefi­
cent example of the Samoan and Rarotongan teachers, and 
the occasional visits and exhortations of the Wesleyan 
missionaries. . 

The Solomon Islands,lying to the northward of the New 
Hebrides, are in no way better reputed than the latter 

. gt'Qup. They were discovered by Alvaro de Mendana in 
his first voyage in 1567, when the Spanish names of 
Guadalcanar and San Cristoval were substituted for the 
native appellations of Gem and Bauro. 

In 1594 Mendana, in pursuance of a project he had 
formed of colonising these islands, fitted out four ships, 
and, accompanied by his wife, went forth upon this rash 
expedition. So vaguely, however, had he laid down their 
position, that he missed his way and blundered upon the 
Marquesas. Sailing thence in a north-westerly direction, 
he came upon a group of islands, of which one was of 
tolerable extent, two little better than islets, and the 
fourth a mere volcano in a state of activity. The largest 
he called Santa Cruz, and attempted to found a city, to be 
the capital of his government. The people were taught to 
make the sign of the cross, and to repeat a few Spanish 
words, without much reference to their meaning. 

An alliance, too, was formed with Malope, a native chief 
of great local influence; but, some disputes having arisen 
between the Spaniards and the islanders, he was treacher­
ously murdered, and the whole island thrown into confusion. 
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The murderers, indeed" were executed by Mendana's 
orders; but a. few weeks later he also died, when his 
widow and the colonists returned to Spain. 

Being somewhat out of the ordinary track of sailing vessels, 
and involved in a network of little-frequented islets, the 
Santa Cruz cluster attracted scant attention until it was 
visited by Bishop Patteson in 1856. Seven years previously 
two of the half-breed natives of Pitcairn's Island were mas­
sacred by the inhabitants; and altogether there seemed 
little chance of holding friendly intercourse with these 
unmitigated savages. N either can it be said that much 
good has yet resulted from the good bishop's excursion to 
the group. 

Strictly speaking, it was Bishop Selwyn who con­
ducted this missionary expedition, with the Rev. Cole­
ridge Patteson, the future Bishop of Melanesia, for his 
zealous coadjutor. The two proceeded thence to Nukupa 
Island, destined ere long to become odiously familiar by 
name to all who take an intelligent interest in the duty 
of civilising the barbarous islanders of the Southern Seas. 
ee The natives soon came oft' in canoes, and brought bread­
fruit and cocoa-nuts. They spoke a few words of Maori 
(the New Zealand vernacular), but wore their hair like the 
people of Santa Cruz, and resembled them in the character 
of their ornaments and in their general appearance. They 
had bows and clubs of the same kind, tapa stained with 
turmeric, armlets, ear-rings, and nose-rings of bone and 
tortoise-shell" 

The next stage was Tubna, where they were received on 
the beach by thirteen natives, from whom they obtained 
some cocoa-nuts in exchange for fish-hooks. Suddenly, 
however, Bishop Selwyn made a sign to his companion to 



298 Missionary Life in th~ ,S01.llltern Seas. 

regain their boat which was lying outside the reef-for 
they had waded ashore-and, when they were on board, 
explained that he bad seen "some young men running 
through the bush with bows and arrows, and these young 
gentry have not the sense to behave well like their parents.It 

From Tubna they sailed to Vanikoro, the scene of La 
Perouse's fatal shipwreck in 1788. One of his ships 
struck on the reef and was dashed to pieces, the mariners 
being either drowned, or killed and eaten by the natives. 
The crew of the sister ship, however, gained the shore in 
safety, and held the islanders at bay until tbey had con­
structed a two-masted vessel, in which they put out to sea, 
but were never heard of agaiu. In 1826, sixty European 
skulls were found in a temple, hideous relics of the unfor­
tunate crew of the ship that was totally wrecked. When 
Bishop Selwyn landed in 1856, the beach was quite 
deserted, but a horrible stench that assailed their nostrils 
caused them to examine the ground. Their search was 
rewarded by the discovery of some human bones, with 
bits of flesh still hanging from them, buried a few inches 
beneath the surface, and close to an oven-pit formed by 
throwing out the earth and lining the sides and bottom 
with stones. 

The Banks' Islands were next visited. These consist of 
Vanua Lava or Great Banks' Island, Valua or Saddle 
Jsland, Mota or Sugar-Loaf Island, Star Island, and Santa 
Maria, all begirt, as it were, with a circumvallation of 
coral. At Valua the natives were seen swarming on the 
cliffs, but as there was no beach, and no appearance of 
canoes, it was judged imprudent to attempt a landing. 

The missionary party were more successful at Mota, 
where a small cove was discovered between steep crags. 



Banks' Islands. 299 

The natives were quite naked, and had resort neither to 
painting nor tatauing. A good many of them swam oft' to 
the ship, while canoes went off to it with fruits and 
flowers. .. I crammed native combs in my hair," Bishop 
Patteson wrote home, "picked up what words I could, 
and made up the rest by a grand display of gesticula­
tion." 

At Santa Maria there was a great scramble for bits of 
striped calico, and at Vanna Lava the natives put oft' in 
their canoes without either clubs or spears, or any other 
description of offensive weapons, and appeared of a mild 
and gentle disposition. In 1851 Bishop Selwyn had been 
assailed with stones and arrows at Aurora, and narrowly 
escaped with his life; but on this occasion there was no 
show of hostility, and the islanders even accepted a few 
trifling presents, though they declined to barter their 
produce. 

Seven of the Solomon Islanders were persuaded to 
accompany the Bishop and his colleague to New Zealand, 
where they were placed in St John's College, Auckland, 
and made rapid progress. It can hardly be said that any 
direct attempts were made during this Episcopal excursion 
to convert the natives of any of the Melanesian groups to 
Christianity. The foundation only was laid for future 
intercourse, and no trouble or personal risk was spared to 
conciliate the barbarians, and inspire them with respect 
for a religion whose followers were in all respects so 
superior to themselves. Few natives, as Mr M'Farlane 
sensibly remarks, embrace Christianity for its intrinsic 
value. They are chiefly moved by the material advantages 
possessed by its professors, an~ .. fish-hooks are more 
effective than sermons.· 
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People are apt, continues that intelligent and experienced 
missionary, to picture to themselves a grave gentleman in 
a black coat, with a Bible in one hand and with the other 
pointing to heaven, while a crowd of naked savages stand 
around gaping with astonishment. It would, however, be 
more true to life to portray a man with his feet on the 
strand and his back to the sea, his garments dripping with 
the salt brine, but his coat left in the boat before he plunged 
into the surf, and struggled to the shore. In his hand there 
is no book of any kind-only beads and fish-hooks. Or, 
again, he might be represented sitting on the beach without 
shoes or stockings, and suffering the natives to examine his 
feet, and satisfy themselves that his skin is really white. 
Or, yet again, a Lord Bishop might be sketched. with his 
back to a rock, weighing yams with a. steelyard, and in­
gratiating himself with the natives by his evident fairness 
and desire to act justly. 

In the following year Bishop Patteson-it is more con­
venient to designate him by his title, though he was not 
consecrated until l861-revisited Bauro and Gera, and 
was greeted in the most friendly manner, One niiht, 
being prevented by a violent squall from going off to the 
SoutMrn 01'088, he slept on shore in a hovel,with a score of 
natives lying around him. He also landed at Oanuta or 
Cherry Island, and at Tikopia, the natives of which he 
described as good-natured giants, of dull temperament, but 
shrewd enough to prefer intercourse. with whalers, from 
whom they procured spirits and tobacco, to the salutary 
counsels of missionaries, sweetened only with fish-hooks 
and calico. It must be acknowledged tha.t both Melanesians 
and Polynesians were somewhat glutted with these simple 
articles of merchandise, good enough in their way, but 
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which might profitably have been varied with tools and 
other objects of general utility. Far too much importance, 
besides, has been attached to decent apparel, unmindful of 
the obvious fact that decency is very much a matter of 
education and habit. The inner man should nowhere be 
judged from the outward garb,-and in tropical countries 
the most absolute purity is perfectly compatible with the 
absence of any garment at all 

The earlier missionaries were men of less general know­
ledge than those who have been sent abroad within the 
last twenty years, and acted according to their feebler 
lights and narrower judgments. They would certainly 
have disapproved of Mr M'Farlane's prudent advice, to 
bear awhile with native prejudices, and not to begin by 
condemning all that animates the life of a South Sea 
Islander-his feasts, his night-dances, his plurality of 
wives, his filthy kava, and his pipe. These practices are 

a 
best gradually purged of their immorality j and· there can 
be no greater mistake than in representing Christianity as 
opposed to- mirth and geniality, or in rendering religion 
hateful by a gloomy asceticism. 

Be that as it may, on his return to New Zealand, Bishop 
Patteson wrote to one of his most valued friends, ,,'W e 
visited sixty-six islands, and landed eighty-one times, 
wading, swimming, &c., all most friendly and delightful; 
only two arrows shot at us and only one went near-so 
much for savages. I wonder what people ought to call 
sandalwood-traders and slave-masters, if they call my 
Melanesians savages." He was not one of those sanguine 
apostles who believe that heathens can collectively be 
metamorphosed into practical Christians by a few sermons 
which they very imperfectly understand, even when sup-

" 
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plemented by ~y number of fish-hooks. Thus in 1861 he 
said of the natives of Mota, that although they had come 
to despise the religious rites of their ancestors, they were 
not in any sense Christians, nor likely to be 80 for some 
time to come. "They will be very idle," he wrote, .. talk 
infinite scandal, indulge in any amount of gluttony. &c." 
And Mota was one of his favourite and most hopeful 
stations, and was visited every year. It was there that 
he said of himself, CI I am so accustomed to sleeping about 
anywhere, that I take little or no account of thirty, forty. 
fifty naked fellows lying, sitting, sleeping 8l'OllDd me. 
Some one brings me a native mat, some else a bit of yam, 
a third brings a cocoa-nut; so I get mt supper, put down 
the mat (like a very thin door-mat) on the earth, roll up 
my coat for a pillow, and make a very good night of it.." 

He was indeed the very model and exemplar of a true 
missionary, eve,n though he may possibly have discovered 
his deficiency in some of the minor qualifications which, 
according to his own delineation, are required for one's 
own comfort, during years of voluntary exile from the 
extremest borders of civilisation. "Every missionary," he 
wrote, "ought to be a carpenter, a mason, something of a 
butcher, and a good deal of a cook. If a little knowledge 
of glazing would be added, it would be a grand thing­
just enough to fit in panes to window-frames, which last, 
of course, he ought to make himself. To know how to 
tinker a bit is a good thing; else your only saucepan or 
tea-kettle may be lying by you useless for months." 

For the ten years after his consecration as Missionary 
Bishop of Melanesia, this exemplary soldier of the Cross 
devoted himself heart and soul to the moral and social 
improvement of the barbarous islanders of his diocese, and 
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combated with all his might the degrading consequences 
of their ordinary intercourse with white men. In the last 
letter he ever wrote, he deplored the horrors of kidnap­
ping, by which whole islands had been depopulated. Striv­
ing in vain during his lifetime to put down this atrocious 
and inhuman crime, he struck a fatal blow at its continued 
perpetration by his death. 

On the 20th September 1871, Bishop Patteson entered 
a boat in company with two chiefs, with the intention of 
landing on N ukupa Island. The inhabitants, about one 
hundred in number, resemble the Eastern Polynesians, 
and are said to be a high-spirited race, sin,,"Ularly attached 
to their homes, and were consequently incensed against 
the kidnappers-one of whose vessels was supposed to be 
oft' the coast. When the Bishop had crossed the ree~ the 
islanders urged his boat's-crew to follow in his wake, but 
when they found that their exhortations were unheeded, 
they let fly a volley of arrows a yard long, with poisoned 
heads of human bone. Mr Aitken was wounded in the 
shoulder, a black teacher named Stephen received seven 
arrows in his chest, and another named John was touched 
on the head The crew instantly pulled back to the ship, 
and being reinforced, returned to fetch oft'the Bishop. 

The boat was steered by Mr Aitken, who alone was 
acquainted with the coast. As they approached the shore, 
two canoes were seen, one towing the other, and, as the 
boot stood in, the latter was cast off. A few more resolute 
strokes of the oars brought the boat alongside. There lay 
the dead body of the martyr-Bishop, stript of everything 
save the shoes, but reverently wrapped in a tapa cloth, 
with a palm branch laid over the wounds. Five knots 
were tied in the leaf to indicate that revenge had been 
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taken for five acts of brutality committed by white men 
~ calling themselves Christians-probably for five lives un­
justly cut short. Five wounds, too, had been inflicted, 
two on the head, three on the body and legs. A sweet 
s,mile still wreathed the lips. On the morrow the body 
was committed to the deep. MtdtiB ills bonis jlf/nlu 
oooidit. 

Five days later, the Rev. Joseph Aitken died of 
tetanus, caused by the poisoned arrow, and on the fol­
lowing day Stephen was added to the melancholy list of 
innocent men sacrificed to expiate the crimes of the guilty. 
Their death, however, has already produced good fruits. 
Public opinion, shocked by this horrible outrage, has com­
pelled the Government to take decisive action to snppress 
kidnapping, and no long time will now elapse before that 
shameful traffic shall have been ntterly stamped ota. 



CHAPTER Xx. 

NEW CALEDONIA: LOYALTY ISLANDS. 

New Caledonia-Missionary attempts-Perilous position of the 
teachers-French in possession-IBle of Pines-Fearful maa. 
aacre-Nengon6 or Mar6-Massacres-Missionary progres­
Arrival of Romish priests-Civil war-The French interfere­
Brutal conduct of the French soldiery-Fruits of the Imperial 
Commission - Lifu - Pao, the RarotoDgan teacher - Samoan 
teachers in jeopardy-Temporary retirement and subsequent 
success. 

II WHAT a noble island I" Mr Turner exclaimed, when he 
first anchored off New Caledonia. TM last link in the 
great Pacific chain, this island extends 250 miles in length, 
varying from thirty-five to fifty in breadth. Through the 
centre rises as it were a backbone of rock, while a barrier of 
coral from two to twelve miles distant runs almost entirely 
round. The climate is said to be delightful, and remark­
ably favourable to the cultivation of a large variety of 
fine fruits and vegetables. The inhabitants somewhat 
resemble the Fijians, though differing in language and 
religion. They are mostly strong robust men, considerably 
above the average stature. Tatauing is unknown among 
them, and very few paint their persons. Their complexion 
is of a dark drab colour, and their hair i'1 decidedly woolly, 
betraying their Papuan extraction. Their houses are said to 
have very much the appearance of circular hayricks, and 

v 
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are entered by extremely low doors. Captain Cook, ~ho 
discovered the island in 1774, deseribes the people as civil 
but shy, and mentions their possession of large earthen 
jars C:Bpable of containing from six to eight gallons. H~ 
as throughout the South Pacific islands, women are mere 
drudges, and are treated as inferior beings. 

Mr Williams, the .. martyr of Erromanga," had intended 
to place native teachers in New Caledonia, and five months 
after his death the attempt was actually made by Mr Heath 
but without success. In 1841, however, two teachers took 
up their abode on the island, one gf whom shortly after­
wards died of consumption, but this vacancy was speedily 
filled, and for a time the prospect was not without en­
couragement. .A chapel was built and a dwelling-house 
for the teachers, and schools were opened for both children 
and adults. This hopeful state of things soon passed away. 

Though much the larger island of the two, New 
Caledonia was dependent on the Isle of Pines, then gov­
erned by a fierce barbarian named Mantungu. This savage 
sent over an axe already stained in Christian blood, and 
commanded that the teachers be put to death; and when he 
heard that his instructions had not been fulfilled, he threa.t;. 
ened. to .. make food" of the whole district. From that 
time the lives of the teachers were in constant jeopardy. 
On one occasion they were surrounded by a band of armed 
ruffians thirsting for their blood. "Come on, " cried Taunga, 
.. kill us, we are not afraid; close our lips in death, if you 
please, but remember you will not thereby silence the 
Word of God." The would~be murderers were so aston­
ished by the calm courageous bearing of their intended 
victims, that they desisted from their fell purp08e, and 
went on their way. 
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A.t another time four men rushed into the house, seized 
the teachers by the arm, and stood over them with uplifted 
hatchets. Taunga bowed his head in silent prayer, but his 
companion, Noa, prayed aloud, .. Father, if it be Thy will 
that we this day fall at the hands of the heathen, receive 
om souls, t~ugh Jesus Ohrist our"Saviour." The per­
fect faith evinced by these poor fellows touched the hearts 
of the assassins and, lowering their weapons, they hurried 
out of the house. .As no good could be done commeusu­
rate with the risk incurred by these devoted teachers, 
they were removed in 1845, and at pl'eSent the island is 
in the possession of the French, who have turned it into a 
penal settlement, to which many hundred&- of the Parisian 
Communists have already been transported The Papists 
are here all-powerful, and do DOt scruple te-employ forcible 
meaDs for effecting the conversi9D of the heathen. 

Rather less than thirty miles- mm the south-eastern 
extremity of New Caledonia lies a emallJ islaud called by 
the natives Konil. but better known as the l&1e of Pines, 
the name bestowed upon it by Captain Cook because of 
the great profusion of those bees. Teachers were first 
placed here in 1840, and by the following year heathen 
practioes appeared to be abandoned. Mr Murray and his 
companion were reeeiveQ. by Mantungu with much dis­
tinction, bat he evinced in his own conduct such sickening 
brutality that the missionaries were glad to find themselves 
once mOle on b08.1ld the good brig O~ If the natives 
in passing him did not bend as lowl,r and Jeverentlyas 
he considered due to his rank, the ehief struck at them 
furiously with hie club-. One of his SODS also laid about 
him with such fetOCity that the teachers interposed, and 
gradually soothed the two human monsters. Mantul:\gU 
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was very anxiQUS that a missionary should be stationed on 
his island, and presented Mr Murray with a goodly store 
of sugar-eane, bananas, and yams, graciously accepting 
that gentleman's return gifts. 

It unfortunately happened, however, that one of the 
0amd,en'8 crew mentioned at Sydney that sandalwood grew 
plentifully on the Isle of Pines, and consequently no long 
time elapsed before vessels arrived in search of that coveted 
cargo. From .tha.t moment missionary eft'orts were com­
pletely neutralised. The three teachem were ordered to 
take their immediate departure, and. were oft'ered a passa.:,c:re 
to Samoa by Captain Ebrill of the brig Sta'r, then on its 
way to Sydney. Returning from that port, Captain Ebrill 
touched at the island to obtain more sandalwood, when the 
chief sent off some food for the teachers, who were still on 
board. For some reason or other the skipper would not 
allow the gift to be received, and the bearers were even 
pelted with pieces of wood and fired at, one of them being 
wounded on the knee. 

Next morning thirty natives went oft' to the brig with 
sandalwood, and taking with them only the adzes with 
which. the ..bark is stripped oft The wood was eagerly 
purchased, and the natives were permitted to go on board 
to grind .their adzes. "One of the' crew," says Hr 
Turner, II was .grinding an adze, and the captain close by. 
Seizing a. favourable· moment, the native swung his adze 
and hit the captain in the face between the eyes. This 
was instant death. to Captain Ebrill, and the siaanal for 
attack all over the vessel. In a few minutes seventeen 
of the crew were killed, viz., ten white men including the 
captain, two. Marquesans, two Mangaians, one Aitutakian. 
one New Zea,1ander, and a Barotongan teacher. The cook 
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fought desperately for a while with an axe, and killed 
one man, but was at length overpowered and fell This 
occurred on the afternoon of 1st of November 1842." 

The work of slaughter did not end even there. A young 
man named Henry, two Samoan teachers, and a native 
of the New Hebrides, had gone down below, and Henry 
began to fire up the companion, with no other effect than 
to increase the fury of the savages. The teachers then 
offered six red shirts, eight axes, and a few other trifles, 
which constituted all their worldly gear, in exchange for 
their lives. The proposition, however, was declined, but 
the night passed over without further molestation on either 
side. In the morning Henry and his companions were 
promised their lives if they would go upon deck and take 
the vessel close in to the sho~ When this was done, they 
were landed, and a son of Mantungu held forth his left 
hand to Henry as he stepped out of the boat, and as soon 
as the other had giveu his right hand, he laid him dead at 
his feet with one blow from his tomahawk. One of the 
teachers and the New Hebrides native were killed at the 
same time, but the other Samoan, wounded and bleeding, 
ran up to the chief, who was looking on from beneath the 
shade of some cocoa-nut trees, and throwing himself at 
his feet, begged hard for life. After a momentary hesi­
tation Mantungu made a sign to one of his attendants, 
who accordingly laid hold of the teacher and began to drag 
him away. Shaking off his grasp, the Samoan fled to the 

. water's edge, plunged in, and swam off to an islet, whither 
he was pursued by four men in a canoe. Climbing a pine­
tree, he held a parley with his pursuers, and was at length 
persuaded to come down, but no sooner did he reach the 
ground than they sprang upon him. Again freeing him-
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self, he made a dash at the canoe, but was overtaken, 
struck down, and slain. Much feasting took place over 
the dead bodies, and the brig itself: after being ransacked, 
was set on fire, and blown up. At a subsequent period an 
attempt was made to cut oft'the Oaroline of Sydney. but 
the plot failed, and the ship put off to sea and was saved. 
Mantungu died towards the close of 1845, and was suc­
ceeded by his son, no less sav~ae than himse1£ Like NeW' 
Caledonia. however, the Isle of Pines is now a French 
possession, and under the exclusive dominancy of the 
Romanists. . 

Attached to New Caledonia, but lying a little to the 
eastward, are the low flat coral islands constituting the 
Loyalty group. They consist of Lifll, Mare or Nengone. 
U ea, Toka, and several uninhabited islets. The most 
southerly member of this little cluster is Nengon~ as it is 
called by its own inhabitants, or Mare, as it is called by 
their neighbours. It is said to measure from sixty to 
eighty miles in circumference, and to contain a population 
of seven to eight thousand souls. The highest point d981 
not exceed an elevation of three hundred feet. Polygamy 
and cannibalism preVailed to a fearful extent, though the 
islanders laid their own dead in the earth. Disease­
makers were numerous and much dreaded, but there Wele 

no idols, their only gods being the deified spirits of their 
ancestors. The island was discovered only at the com­
mencement of the present century, and was first explored 
by D'Urville in 1827. The surface is covered with pines 
and huge fragmentary blocks of coral. When first visited 
by Europeans, not a quadruped of any kind was to be 
seen, but now there is a fair supply of pigs. sheep, and 
cattle. 
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The first attempt to introduce Christianity was made in 
1841 by Mr Murray. who was not a little astonished 
when a native hailed him from a canoe and cried, " I know 
the true God." The man turned out to be one of a party 
of eight Tongans who had been driven to Mare by contrary 
winds seven years previously, but it did not appear that 
his knowledge of Christianity was very profound or ex­
tensive. The natives seemed gentle and pacific. and 
accorded a ready welcome to the two Samoan teachers who 
were confided to their protection. One of these died 
of consumption, his chief regret being that his colleague 
would by his death be left all alone. "The natives," we 
are told, .. wept and wailed as if it had been one of them­
selves." Their next fear was lest the survivor should also 
be cut off. They were therefore additionally careful to 
provide him with sufficient food. nor would they let him 
work. or incur any needless risk. 

At first a good many converts were made. most of whom 
fell off when infiuenza broke out in the form of an epidemic. 
They had fancied that their prayers to God would have 
shielded them from sickness. but in this respect they could 
see no change. A worse enemy than the most dire disease 
was the atrocious conduct of the s~dalwood-traders. pro­
voking the most fearful reprisals, not always inflicted upon 
the actual offenders. Indeed a very slight offence would 
sometimes suffice to produce a terrible catastrophe. Thus 
a boat's-crew of six sailors were once cut off, cooked, and 
eaten, and their boat smashed, because one of them acciden­
tally struck a chief on the head with his oar as the latter 
insisted on being taken off to visit their ship. 

In November 1843, a party of ten seamen who had 
gone on shore for immoral purposes were all murdered, 
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with the exception of one who was saved by a teacher, and 
their bodies were baked and eaten. A little later a small 
sandalwood-vessel, the Sister8, was seized, plundered, and 
burnt, and the crew surprised and slain, seven of the 
eleven being thrown overboard and four reserved for the 
oven. On the previous day a chief had asked two bits of 
hoop iron for two yams, but the captain would give no 
more than one. The chief thereupon refused to part with 
his 'yams, which so enraged the skipper that he tl1l'8shed. 
him with a rope's end. The insult, as we have seen, was 
terribly avenged. 

Among the spoils chanced to be several kegs of gun­
powder, which were taken into the C( great house," used 
for public ceremonials and festivities, and carelessly opened. 
Amusing themselves like children, by setting fire to small 
quantities of the powder, the natives contrived to let some 
sparks fall into a keg, when an explosion ensued. The 
house was blown to pieces, four persons killed, and many 
wounded. Among the dead was unfortunately a chief who 
was greatly beloved and respected, and it was determined 
to avenge his death on the first white men who should fall 
into their hands. They had not long to wait. A boat put 
in with seven runaway convicts from Norfolk Island on 
board, five of whom were murdered upon the spot. The 
two others had gone off into the bush, where they encoun­
tered an old chief and his sons, who took them home and 
treated them kindly. 

Mr Turner visited Mare in 1845, and landed another 
t2acher, the survivor of the former couple electing to 
remain. Three years later these reported that the schools 
had fallen oft', but that religious services continued to be 
well attended on Sundays. Some few individuals, it was 
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hoped, were acquiring a saving knowledge of the truth, 
though the bulk of the population still adhered to their 
heathen rites, with a mild infusion of Christian prayers 
and phrases. 

One old chief had had recourse to a crucial test to 
ascertain how far the teachers were justified in referring 
diseases to divine rather than human agency. A priest 
of established reputation was instructed to exercise his 
highest power to afBict his rivals with sickness, and 
accordingly concealed himself in the bush behind their 
house, taking with him his basket of relics, consisting of 
the bones. hair, finger-nails, &c., of his forefathers. Strik­
ing the air with his club, he looked at his basket to see 
if any trace of blood appeared; but as no sign was given, 
though he laboured with all his might, he came to the 
conclusion that Jehovah was, after all, the true God. The 
consequence of the experiment was that both the chief 
and the priest became favourable to the teachers, and 
would not suffer them to be molested 

A great moral effect, too, was produced by the return of 
some natives who had been to Sydney, and were able to 
corroborate all that the teachers had told them about the 
great churches and the crowds of people flocking to them; 
for some unprincipled white men had asserted that the 
Samoans were impostors, and that there was no such thing 
as religion. Subsequent reports being still more encour­
&ooing, two missionaries. the Rev. S. M. Creagh and the 
Rev. J. Jones, took up their abode in this island in 1854, 
and were pleased to find that almost every one was able 
to read, and a considerable number to write. Many of the 
chiefs had put away all their wives save one, to whom 
they clave faithfully, while their progress in civilisation 
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was attested by twelve neat plastered. houses clustered 
about a stone-built church. Not more than one-third of 
the population, however, professed Christianity, and shortly 
afterwards a teacher who attempted to convert the heathen 
was killed and devoured. 

The latter unfortunately came to identify the new re­
ligion with their enemies, and having heard that the 
Romish priests were not only opposed to t\le missionari~ 
but were supported by French soldiers, they applied to 
the Governor of New Caledonia. to assist them in their 
struggle with their Protestant fellow-islanders. A priest 
was accordingly sent to them, who had been removed 
from his station for having incited an attack upon the 
European settlers in that island, by which seven lives 
were lost. This firebrand began by distributing tobacco. 
in the hope of ingratiating himself with the rude savages. 
and so stirred up the hatred of the heathen majority that 
they murdered and baked two teachers, burnt down a 
chapel, and plundered the plantations of the Protestant 
converts. 

No redress being procurable, Naisilin, the chief who 
presided over the missionaries' disciples, resolved to defend 
himself vigorously on the next occasion. Not long. aftel'-

• wards he was attacked when at the head of a small band 
of chosen: warriors, and after a slwp skirmish routed his 
assailants. The fugitives, however, were rallied by the 
Romish priest, who sprinkled holy water upon their 
weapons, lent them his own glpl, and promised them an 
assured victory. But the result opened the eyes of the 
lieathen, and taught them the inefficacy of unholy bene­
dictions. In the battle that ensued they were again 
defeated with the loss of fourteen lives; which so utterly 
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discouraged them, that they gave in their adhesion to 
Naisilin, and their chiefs proceeded to Netche to render 
him personal homage. They were regaled by Mr Creagh 
with a fatted ox roasted whole, which was pronounced 
&m~tasgoodashwrumfi~ 

The priest and his Papist converts, however, retired to a 
fortified post, whence the former despatched a: letter to the 
French military commandant at Lifll, setting forth that the 
Protestants had commenced a war of extermination by burn­
ing down villages, arid ma.ssacring seventeen natives who 
refused to join them, and that he himself was besieged on 
a rock.' The commandant w8Saceidentally prevented from 
sending over a detachment of soldiery, and after a short time 
the besieged surrendered at discretion, and acknowledged 
Naisilin as their chief. The victor thereupon sailed ac~ 
to Lifu to give an account of the late proceedings, but was 
thrown into prison and kept in confinement for six weeks 
without being permitted to offer any sort of explanation. 

The commandant in the meanwhile went over to Mare 
and adopted the one-sided version concocted by the 
malignant and militant priest. On his return to Lifu he 
set Naisilin at liberty, but still kept him ·under his own 
surveillance. In Mare he had left a rude unlettered 
corporal with eight French soldiers, who imprisoned and 
tortured the Protestant teachers, and conducted themselves 
with characteristic brutality. One unfortunate man 
passed ten days with his legs fastened one over the other. 
and for one whole night, in addition, had his hands tied 
behind his back with a cord. 

After a long delay, and the endurance of much cruelty, an 
Imperial Commission was appointed to inquire into the 
alleged grievances of the Protestants.' The members of this 
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Commission, being not only civilians but lawyers, ap­
proached the investigation with unbiassed minds. The first 
indication of their uprightness WItS shown in their charging 
the priest with the utt.erance of deliberate falsehoods, and 
in withdrawing from his house in ~aust. The old chief 
Naisilin was restored to his former position, the ruffianly 
corporal was deprived of his stripes, a gentlemanly, liberal­
minded lieutenant was appointed in his place, and the Pro­
testants were assured perfect toleratiqn and protection. As 
the latter after this made great progress, and in fact con­
verted nearly the entire population, the priests affected to 
be apprehensive for the safety of their flock, and applied to 
the Governor of New Caledonia for means of removal. to 
some other island. A vessel was accordingly despatched 
to Mare, on boal-d of which nine hundred unfortunate 
men, women, and children were tom from their homes, 
and deported to the Isle of Pines. Since their departure, 
however, the tranquillity of the island has remained 
undisturbed, and Protestant Christianity is nominally pro­
fessed by all. 

Lifu, the largest of the Loyalty group, is situated about 
thirty miles northward of Mare, and sixty to the eastward 
of New Caledonia. In extends about fifty miles in length 
and twenty-five in breadth, and nowhere rises more than 
three hundred feet above the sea, being merely an upheaved 
coral formation. Its surface is rocky, with frequent patches 
fit for cultivation. Near the shore the water is generally 
brackish, but, by boring to a moderate depth, it mayevery­
where be obtained sweet and fresh. The inhabitants are 
divided into fifty-five villages, and the population, which is 
said to be decreasing, has been estimated at from seven 
to eight thousand souls. Formerly these islanders were 
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inveterate cannibals. and polygamy was practised to such 
an extent that the old chief Bula is reported to have had 
forty wives. This uxorious potentate was also a notable 
devourer of human flesh. So many as sixteen bodies had 
been served up at a single banquet given by him after a 
victory over his enemies. 

There were two despotic chiefs on the island, living in 
a chronic state of hostility with one another. though their 
actual contlicts were seldom attended with much slaughter. 
But even in the intervals of comparative tranquillity, kid­
napping was constantly going on, and a supply was thus 
obtained for the ovens on both sides. In times of scarcity 
the buried were often exhumed; and it was remarked. with 
ghastly humour. that men with the largest families stood 
in the least danger of starvation. Sorcery was an institu­
tion, and individuals p.&med a livelihood. like Balaam the 
son of Beor. by cursing those whom they were hired to 
ban. The spirits of departed ancestors were supposed to 
be ever nigh at hand, and were conciliated by great feasts. 
Parents on their deathbeds bequeathed to their children the 
relics they had themselves inherited, and to which, after 
death. were added their own nails and tufts of their hair. 

Their original huts were mean, low. without windows, 
and with only one small door to afford air and light as 
well as admittance. In this respect, however, a change 
for the better was gradnally introduced, and in 1845 the 
people are described as industrious, and as building circu­
lar houses fifty feet in diameter. At a later period they 
imitated the neater model of the teachers and mission­
aries, so that Bishop Patteson was somewhat too hasty in 
denouncing the slowness of social improvement. II The 
same dirt," he wrote in 1858, <C the same houses, the same 

. 
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idle vicious habits; in most cases no sense of decency, 
or but very little." 

The first apostle to Luu was. a Rarotongan, named Pao~ 
who had served for some years before the mast in a whaling­
ship. Wearying of a sea life, he placed himself under the 
religious tuition of the .missionaries, and made such rapid 
progress that, twelve months afterwards, he was selected to 
carry the glad tidings of Christianity to the Loyalty Islands. 
In the first instance he was landed at Mare in 1842~ 
whence he crossed to LUu in an open canoe, taking 
with him only a Bible and a bundle of clothes. Dashing 
over the reef, he gained the shore, and was fortunate 
enough to be adopted by Bula as an memu or proWg£ 
The old chief had another enetmI in an Englishman, the 
son of .respectable parents, who had eonformed to native 
habits with such horrible thoroughness that he was known 
to the sandalwood-traders as "Cannibal Charley." Bula, 
being a polytheist, was quite willing to add to his pan­
theon so powerful a god as J ebovah was represented to 
be by P.o, whose position, moreover, was considerably 
strengthened by a signal victory which his patron gained 
over his usual opponent, and which was largely attributed 
to his intercession. 

On the other hand, Bula was after a time aftlicted 
with blindness, which also was W!cribed to the Christians' 
God,. and five natives accordingly undertook to put Pao to 
death. He was repairing his canoe, when they came upon 
him, and readily entered into conversation with them. 
Presently their leader gave the concerted signal, but not a 
man lifted his weapon, and afterwards they protested that 
they felt as if they had no power to raise their arms, which 
hung paralysed by their sides. Pao was, after a brief 
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delay, joined by a teacher named Sakaria, who proved 
rather an obstruction than an assistance, for he speedily 
apostatised and followed the fashions of the islanders. 

In 1845, however, a Samoan and his wife volunteered 
to go to Pao, instead of carrying out their original inten­
tion of retuming to their homes from Tanna, where they 
were then located, and were serviceable in converting some 
Tongans who had settled in Lull. Additional teachers 
were sent in 1846, but soon after their arrival an epidemic 
broke out, and the lives of the strangers were clamorously 
demanded by the infuriated savages. A somewhat stormy 
council, however, was held, and in the end it was judged 
more prudent not to meddle with them on that occasion­
the non-contf(nts declaring that they should not escape if 
any chief happened to die. 

At that critical conjuncture of affairs, Bula and a brother 
chief were cut oft' in one day. The teachers naturally 
concluded that they heard their own death-knell when the 
mourners began their piercing lamentations at midnight. 
After engaging in prayer for some little time, they resolved 
to meet danger with a bold front; and taking with them a 
quantity of Samoan native cloth, they went off to the scene 
of wailing. The enclosure ronnd Bula's house was filled 
with armed men in a state of wild excitement. As the 
teachers approached, the crowd gazed at them with wonder, 
opened a passage for them, laid down their arms, and 
seated themselves on the ground Going up to the chief 
mourners, they explained that they had come to express 
their respect for the dead and their sympathy with the 
living, and would be glad to layout the bodies of the 
departed. chiefs after the manner of the Samoans. Per­
mission being granted, they laid out the corpses at full 
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length, and encircled them with many folds of cloth, while 
the Lifuans looked on and admired. For in Lifu it was 
customary to make a sort of bundle of the dead, by tying 
the head and knees together, and also the arms and legs. 
Still, it was felt necessary that the deaths of two such 
great chiefs should be avenged according to the fashion of 
their ancestors. These casualties, as they believed, had 
been caused by incantations inspired by private malice, 
and very many were of opinion that they were traceable 
to the teachers. The majority, however, decided that the 
guilt lay at tho door of a family of eight individuals. 
whereupon a party instantly went oft' and murdered every 
one of them. 

The teachers, nevertheless, felt their position so in­
secure, that when a war broke out among the rival 
candidates for the vacant chieftainship, they judged it 
prudent to withdraw for a while to Mare. The intrepid 
Pao, indeed, could not long be restrained from making an 
early attempt to return to the field of his labours, but 
found it impossible to remain. And yet only a few 
months afterwards, all the teachers were invited to go 
back, were received with open arms, and were encouraged 
to establish district schools with every hope of success. 
Pao again exhibited all his former fearlessness and energy, 
and was often subjected to abuse and violence. On one 
occasion his tormentors, after wearying themselves with 
bestowing kicks and cuffs upon the patient man, proposed 
to throw him into a cavern, and there leave him to die of 
starvation; but their courage failed them, and they dreaded 
to incur the further displeasure of the awful Jehovah. 

Between the eastern and western districts of the island 
there was a strip of neutral ground, the usual battle-field 
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of the two great contending chiefs, and therefore a waste 
wilderness producing neither fruit nor vegetable, and 
shunned by men of either party. On this spot Pao built a 
cottage for himself, and was soon followed by many others. 
Fruit-trees were planted, the ground was cultivated, and a 
chapel of lath and plaster erected in the centre of the new 
village. 

In 1852 Messrs Murray 'and Sunderland were agree­
ably surprised to find at the principal station a stone 
chapel provided with a. pulpit, reading-desk, &c., and close 
at hand a neat house for the teachers. In that part of the 
island heathenism was nominally at an end: no fewer than 
three hundred avowed Ohristians met together for prayer, 
and a hundred and fifty individuals had renounced poly­
gamy. So the good work went on, ever gaining ground, 
and gradually humanising the hearts of those who were 
willing to listen to instruction, even so imperfeet and 
incomplete as the native teachers were able to impart. 

II This people," Messrs Harbutt and Drummond reported 
in 1857, "used formerly to worship the nail of a. man's 
toe, or a finger-nail, or a tuft of human hair, put into a. 
basket, and also stones of peculiar shape; and so fond 
were they of eating human flesh that they would go at 
night and steal a corpse from its last resting-place, and , 
cook and eat it. How great the change through which 
they have passed! War has ceased on the island, and 
cannibalism is seldom heard of. A few years ago they all 
went in a state of nudity, now there are very few who do 
not wear some kind of clothing, and many of them are 
very respectably dressed." 

It is true that Bishop Patteson in the following 
year failed to see things in such a roseate light. He com­

x 
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plained that the teacher, at the settlement where he landed 
with his Solomon Islanders, repeated the same words 
again and again, that he was not even acquainted with the 
Lord's Prayer, and that not one of the converts with whom 
he had conversed appeared to have any knowledge of the 
doctrines of revealed religion, while their morality was 
deplorably lax and unchristian-like. It was, indeed, time 
that European missionaries should appear on the scene, 
and plant good seed on the soil that had been broken up 
'and prepared by their native predecessors and pioneers. 
These are eminently useful, and even indispensable, up 
to a certain point, but are themselves too ignorant and 
uneducated to do more than raise a spirit of inquiry, and 
throw contempt upon heathen customs and usages. It is 
obviously impossible that they can carry their hearers 
beyond the threshold barely attained by themselves. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

LOY ALTY ISLANDB. 

A ml88lonary home - Missionary qualifications - Unsatisfactory 
converts-Interference of Romish priests-Barbarities practised 
in Lifu by French soldiers-Appointment of an Imperi&l Com­
mission-Its results-Uvea, or Britannia Isles-Romish perae­
cutions. 

AT length, on the 30th October 1859, Messrs Baker and 
MCFarlane, with their wives and three children, were 
landed on the coral beach of Lim, the former being 
stationed at Mu, on the east side of the island, and the 
latter at Chepenehe, on Wide Bay. "Our little cottage," 
,writes Mr M'Farlane, "soon began to look like home. By 
the taste and activity of Mrs M'Farlane, packing-cases 
were soon dressed and transformed into handsome-looking 
pieces of furniture. The windows, although the admira­
tion of the natives, who had not any in their houses, were 
such that we could not keep out the wind and rain with­
out shutting out the light also. Although after heavy 
rams the water was ankle deep in our house, and during 
the hurricane months we had to prop it up, yet it was a 
much better one than we expected to find, and superior to 
most of those occupied by missionaries upon their arrival 
in the field." 

There was no want of supplies, the natives bringing 
abundance of their produce for barter, and insisting upon 
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the missionary purchasing as much as they wished to dis­
pose of. Several of the islanders, through their intercourse 
with the sandalwood-traders, had learned a good many 
English words j but in four months Mr MCFarlane was 
able to read sermons in the Lifuan dialect, and in seven 
to preach without notes. 

At first his time was much occupied with manual labour. 
He had to superintend the process of lime-burning, to 
sharpen saws, to look after the sawyers, and to mark the 
logs. His view of missionary qualifications, indeed, tallies 
pretty closely with that enunciated by Bishop Patteson. 
"To draw a plan of your church, school, and dwelling­
house," he observes, "you must be an architect; to build 
and repair them, you must be mason and carpenter; and 
when a pane of glass is broken, you must tum glazier; and 
when the table-knives or your wife's scissors require 
sharpening, you mllst tum scissors-grinder; to mend your 
chairs, you must be a cabinetmaker; to repair your boat, 
you must be a boat-builder; to manage it in rough weather 
among those islands, you must be a seaman; to shoe yuur 
horse, you must be a blacksmith; and to manage him over 
island roads, you must be a rider. So that more is required 
to make a good missionary than the mere ability to trans­
late and expound the Scriptures." 

In his division of the island, Mr MCFarlane found him· 
self, though a Presbyterian, exercising qua.si-episcopal 
functions over his six Samoan and Rarotongan teachers, 
with their numerous Lifuan assistant teachers, while 
his "diocese" contained a scattered population of over 
3000 souls. 

Cannibalism and polygamy had both ceased out of the 
land, and the people generally professed to be ChristianS. 
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Of the value of such professions some idea may be formed 
from Mr MCFarlane's statement that the natives are seldom 
truly penitent. They may be sorry for having sinned, but 
it is -only lest God should punish them for what they have 
done. They are great at Bible-reading, church-going, and 
psalm-singing; but they are at the same time liars, hypo­
crites, and thieves. At the first service he attended, his 
attention was draWn to an elderly man, with spectacles 
upon nose, who was looking with a most sanctified air into 
his hymn-book, which he was holding upside down. The 
hymns then in use are condemned as devoid of sense and 
metre, while the singing was mere bawling, each individual 
shouting at the top of his voiee. 

The native teachers, too, are characterised as being for .. 
the most part lazy, selfish, ignorant, and proud. Even 
Pao could barely read or write. They cannot, however, 
be dispensed with, and would indeed be invaluable 
were they more thoroughly trained and educated. It 
is clearly impossible to send out a sufficient number 
of European missionaries to supply the religious wants 
of the widely-scattered islands of the South Pacific. The 
expense would he ruinous, and no private funds would 
ever be adequate to such a purpose. Native teachers, 
besides, more easily gain the ear of their fellow-islanders, 
and are less suspected of ulterior motives. But, to be 
trnly serviceable, they need a far higher education than 
they can at present obtain. 

The aspect of affairs was, nevertheless, hopeful Eight 
congregations, each consisting of some thirty members, had 
been formed on the island, and in a very short time the 
aggregate number of worshippers exceeded two thousand 
five hundred. A seminary was also established for the 
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training of Lifuan teachers; roads were cut in all directions, 
and kept in good repair; chapels were erected in almost 
every considerable village, and wells were sunk to supply 
the natives everywhere with fresh water. Attention, too, 
was paid to agriculture; and pigs, poqltry, oil. and cotton 
were exported to a comparatively large extent. The 
Romish priests were the chief purchasers of oil and cotton, 
which they resold at a good profit, though at one -time they 
refused to buy these articles from Protestant convert& 
Religious rivalry, indeed, ran disgracefully high. 

Ukenezo, the chief of the heathen portion of the island, 
being disgusted and alarmed by the defection and conver­
sion of his brother-in-law, had written to the Government of 
New Caledonia to send him priests, in the belief that they 
would be supported by soldiers, by whose aid he would be 
enabled to triumph over his enemies. The result was an 
excelleDt illustration of the fable which represents the horse 
as calling in the ,help of man in his contest with the stag. 

Romish priests, indeed, had landed from the neigh. 
bouring island of Uvea in 1858, during Bishop Patte­
son's residence, but were not then welcomed by the 
bulk of the population. They built themselves a house, 
the interior of which was profusely decorated with 
pictures, images, medals, and crosses, all regarded by the 
natives as potent charms. They further gave acceptable 
presents to their adherents, while they threatened their 
opponents with a French man-of·war. One of them had 
the bad taste ro build his house close to the Protestant 
chapel at Chepenehe, and to employ a native to beat a 
gong during divine service, in order to annoy the congre"t7&-­
tion. According to Mr M'Farlane, "the Roman Catholic 
priests [in Lifu] generally live in miserable houses, remark· 
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able only for their filth and disorder; and their persons 
are often disgustingly dirty. This they call 'merit,' and 
'self-sacrifice.' One of the storekeepers in New Caledonia," 
he continues, cc who supplies the priests with their pro­
visions and barter-goods, told me that, during the tlnee 
years he had been there, the priests had ordered all sorts 
of goods, but never any soap." 

The rivalry that reigned between the two Christian 
Churches soon culminated in acts of outrageous violence 
perpetrated by the Papists; and when these failed to arrest 
the extension of Protestant principles, the priests applied 
to the Governor of New Caledonia for the aid of the 
military. A small force of twenty-five French soldiers was 
accordingly landed in the early part of 1864, and encamped 
about half a mile from the missionary settlement at 
Chepenehe. The lieutenant in command, a hot-headed 
young man not twenty-five years of age, who called himself 
"Commandant of the Loyalty Islands," immediately issued 
orders to provide suitable accommodation for his men, 
threatening to put in irons whosoever refused to obey the 
decree. Houses were speedily run up, but the natives 
received not the slightest remuneration for their time 
and labour. 

The commandant next talked of burning Chepenehe, 
and was with difficulty diverted from his purpose 
by the remonstrances of Messrs M'Farlane and Sleigh. 
He positively forbade, however, all further distribution 
of books in the vernacular toIlocrue, and also religious 
instruction in any other language than French; while 
his soldiers conducted themselves as in 8. conquered 
country, ill-using the natives and laying their hands upon 
whatever they fancied. A plot was therefore formed to 
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at~k jihem· ~ their camp at nigl,lt, but Mr M'Farlane 
succeedeq in dissuading the poor islanders from a step 
that would he sure to bring down upon them a fearful 
retaliatio\L 

In the .following month the gc;vemor himself arrived 
with two steamers filled ·with soldiery. This functionary 
infornred Mr· M'Farlane that no religious mission could 
exist iII, the French colonies without the express sanction 
of the Imperial Government, and that religious services 
could only be celebrated by French subjects. .As. an 
Englishman and the citizen of a country friendly to France, 
Mr Y'Farlahe ·WQ.S told that he would be permitted to 
remain in the island, but that if he ventured beyond his 
oWn premises he would be shot by the sentinel posted at 
his gates. The soldiers then plundered the settlement. and 
treated the natives with great barbarity. While prayers 
were bems offered up in the chapel one Friday evening, 
they forced their way into the sacred building, but were 
received by the officiating teacher with so much dignity 
that thet ~w abashed and presently withdrew. 

Frightful cruelties were perpetrated in the interior as 
well as at Chepenehe. Many natives were shot down. 
and others bayoneted, without the slightest provocation. 

• Forced labour, without payor food, was the order of the 
day; and neither age, nor sex, nor rank availed as a defence 
against the cowardly ruffianism of these military bigots. 
The Protestant teachers were bound hand and foot, and sent 
on board the steamers as prisoners; nor was the missionary 
vessel, the Day Spring, which arrived at the height of 
this exhibition of unbridled ferocity, suffered to hold any 

• communic~tion with the shore. 
These atrocities, however, eventnally reached the 
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ears of influential and earnest individuals in Epgland, 
who lost no time ill presenting a memorial to the 
Empe~r Louis Napoleon, setting forth the' i~justice 
that had been wrought in h!s name,' and praying 
for a full and searching investigation. h Imperial 
Commission was accordingly appointed to inquire into the 
matter, but was greatly baffled by the nomination of jhe 
Commandant of the Loyalty Islands as one of its members. 
The Report was never published, but in the end the 
commandant was recalled from Lifu, and a civilian sent 
to replace him. The Governor of New Caledonia was also 
invited to Paris, whence he never returned, and his post 
was given to a worthier man. 

A.fter Sedan the French Soldiers were entirely withdrawn 
from the Loyalty group, and the new church in Lifu was 
handed over to the Protestant missionaries with ceremonials 
of the most gratifying character, and with warm acknow­
ledgments of their meritorious services. From that 
moment the Romanists declined in numbers arid impor­
tance, and by the latest accounts the proportion of Protes­
tants to Papists was as six to one. 

Civilisation. too. is steadily advancing, and nowhere are 
missionary prospects more encouraging than in this island, 
where for a time the balance seemed to waver between the 
horrors of heathenism and the corrupt and idolatrous 
practices of the Church of Rome. 

To the north-east of Lifu lies a charming cluster of 
coralline islets, called indifferently the Jai, Neu, and Uvea 
groups, and by others the Britannia Isles. Some twenty 
islets form a deep lagoon eighteen miles in length and 
nine in breadth; but the principal island, named Uvea 
and Huie, is thirty miles long and in places three miles 
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wide, but nowhere more than 150 feet above the sea­
level It is separated by a narrow strait from Whakaia, a 
small island not above two miles in length. The popula­
tion was estimated by Mr Turner at 4000 prior to the 
irruption of the Romish priests, while after that period of 
misrule it was reckoned by Mr M'Farlane at only 2500. 
Christianity was first preached in this picturesque sub­
group of the Loyalty Islands in 1856, by some teachers 
from Mar~, who were readily patronised by the most 
powerful of the two rival chiefs. 

In 1859 there were fiv:e teachers stationed on U Yea, 

who preached every week to congregations aggregating 
1300 souls. Here, too, a disturbing element was fated to 
appear in the shape of Romish priests, of the type that 
disgraced Christianity iu the sixteenth century. Some of 
these illiterate fanatics had landed in 1857, but it was not 
until after Mr Turner's visit in 1859 that they fully dis­
played the cloven foot. By the following year they had 
erected chapels in Protestant villages, offering grog and 
tobacco as allurements, and threatening the recalcitrant 
with a military occupation. Mr M'Farlane was grievously 
molested by one of the priests in 1860, but the captain of 
the French ship Bonita rendered him full justice, and 
rebuked the zeal or malice of his rival. 

Three years later the Protestant cause seemed to be 
gaining ground, though the priests were exoessi vely trouble­
some. The first missionary appointed was Mr Irving. but 
he died at Sydney on his way thither, and the Rev. S. 
Ella was selected as his successor. This gentleman. how­
ever, was only suffered to land in the character of an 
English resident, and was forbidden to exercise any sort 
of spiritual function. The priests meanwhile incited 
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armed mobs to demolish the Protestant chapels, and to 
annoy the Protestant converts in every possible way. This 
state of affairs lasted from December 1864 to April 1865. 
when Mr Ella received permission both to teach and 
preach. The Protestants, nevertheless, still continued to 
be insulted and maltreated, and the island was arbitrarily 
divided into three portions, over each of which was placed 
a chief who had embraced Romanism. 

After this the persecuting rage of the priests became 
almost demoniacal. Villages inhabited by Protestant 
converts were burnt to the ground, their plantations 
plundered, their fruit-trees cut down. themselves bound 
by ropes, dragged about, and shamefully beaten. Mr Ella 
himself and his boat's-crew were violently assailed; and on 
one occasion, during the administration of the Holy Sacra­
ment, a mob burst into the chapel, nearly upset the table, 
and pulled the missionary about in the most unseemly 
manner. The terror of this scene threw Mrs Ella into a 
long and serious illness. After the Imperial Commission, 
however. haJi reported in 1869, this particular batch of 
priests was removed to New Caledonia, though it does not 
appear that their successors are men of a milder or more 
Christian disposition and deportment. 

At the end of 1871 Mr Ella was compelled by ill.health 
to seek change of air and relaxation, and during his absence 
the Papists attacked a Protestant village near a priest's 
dwelling, killed not a few, and set fire to their houses. 
Ten days after this outrage Mr Sleigh landed, but was for­
bidden by the arrogant priest to celebrate divine service, 
or to hold any intercourse with the refugees. Mr Sleigh 
immediately despatched a lettQl' to the Governor of New 
Caledonia, but without effect, and many of the Protestants 
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forthwith migrated to Lull. It is said, indeed, that better 
times are beginning to dawn upon these unfortunate 
islanders; but it is little creditable to a powerful Protes­
tant nation, such as that of Great Britain, that no efficien: 
protection should be afforded to British missionaries, 
labouring to convert the heathen, against the brutality 0: 
French soldiers and the arrogance of Popish priests. 

This is not the place to enter npon the discussion of I 
great political question, but it may at least be permissible 
to express a feeling of regret that every island of the 
Southern Pacific was not long since declared under the 
protection of the British flag. Had this been done when 
the Sandwich Islanders asked for the British protectorate, 
we should have been spared the indignities offered to a 
British snbject in the person of Mr Pritchard, nor would 
the French have been suffered to rehearse at Tahiti the 
tragic scenes snbsequently enacted by them in the Loyalty 
Islands. The timidity or supineness of the British Govern­
ment in allowing to pass unquestioned the French oecJlo 
pation of New Caledonia and the adjacent islands, has 
infected the entire South Pacific Archipelago with the 
moral pollutions of a penal settlement-within easy reach, 
too, of our Australian colonies-and has afforded excuse 
for French interposition wherever Romish emissaries have 
succeeded in sowing dissension and stirring up strife. 
What is done cannot be undone, but it is not yet too late 
to extend the broad regis of Great Britain over every island 
and islet not already appropriated by our rapacious and 
unscrupulous allies. 

Unprotected and disavowed by their own Governmen~ 
ridiculed and laughed to scorn by irreverent wits, their 
motives and their work alike misrepresented, and supported 
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only by their own sense of duty. and the encouragement 
afforded by a few faithful and loving friends in their far­
away native land. the poor missionaries have braved dis­
comfort, destitution, domestic bereavements, persecution 
and contumely. all manner of perils on shore and on 
the sea, and even death itself, in the earnest hope of 
illumining, by the abiding light of gospel truth, the 
thick darkness that enshrouded the southern isles. 

In the comparatively short space of three-quarters of 
a century, hundreds of savage tribes have been induced 
by precept and example to forsake the heathen rites and 
ceremonies of their savage forefathers, and, in some degree 
at least, adopt the simple faith and pure morals of Chris­
tianity. Much certainly remains to be done, but a broad 
and :firm foundation has been laid for raising up a noble 
superstructure. The most formidable obstacles, the most 
serious impediments, hitherto encountered by the mission­
aries, have been wilfully placed in their path by men call­
ing themselves Christians, but whose lives would disgrace 
even paganism. 

Allusion has already beeu made to the atrocities perpe­
trated by the sandalwood-traders, and still more recently by 
traffickers in human flesh faintly disguised as importers of 
free labour. More than once, too, reference has been made 
to the interested opposition of escaped convicts, run-away 
sailors, and broken-down adventurers from all parts of the 
world. Neither has it been possible to pass over in ~ilence 
the arrogant pretensions of bigoted priests, or the horrid bar­
barities committed by the soldiers of a nation claiming for 
itself the foremost rank among the civilised countries of 
the globe. All these causes have, doubtless, sorely militated 
against the triumph of the Cross, and have let and hindered 
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the devQted missionaries in attaining to the goal they had 
set before them. 

But, beyond all question, the chief barrier to a more 
satisfactory progress must be looked for in the ribald talk, 
the awful blasphemies, the foul lives of the white settlers, 
and, in too many cases, of the crews of the ships traversing 
those seas. The unhappy islanders have in vain been 
reclaimed from heathenism, if they are now to be exposed 
to the contagious influences of these degraded and shame­
less men, whether Europeans or Americans, without the 
aid of sufficient spiritual guidance to steer them clear of 
the rocks and shoals that beset their Christian course. 
Unless the small band of missionaries at present working 
in those remote islands be speedily and largely augmented, 
the latter state of the Polynesian Islanders is likely to 
be worse than their original condition of unenlightened 
ignorance. 
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AA. god of the RurutUllJl., 133 
Aborima, rocky wei of ihe Samoan 

group, 140 
Aimeo, one of the G~ IalaDda, 

19, 20, 30; affecting lDcident, 1fT; 
1l0tilla aida Pomare, 63. first miI­
lion&ry mit, Ii6 ; arrival of refugeea 
from Tahiti, 61; gleam of hope, 
63; firlt ohapel, 66; deltruction of 
idol'1 68, 69; progrell of .. the new 
religion, '75; Mr ElliII and the print­
ing-prell, 76-79 

Aitk~J the Rev. JOIeph, murdered 
off ~ukupa, 303, 304 

Aitutake, how pronounced, 26 ; effect 
produced by the mechanio arlI, 83 ; 
visited by Mr John William., 85; 
diIcovenid by Oaptain Cook, 90; 
desoribed 99; converaionattempted 
hT Papeiha, 99; converted, 101; 
vuited by Kaura W'illiama and 
Bourne, 102; Idola burnt, 103, 278 ; 

Alphabet, the, illuttated, 276 
Ambler, _pad convict, at Tonga, 

1115-181, 191-193 
Ambrym, or Chinambrym, one of the 

New Hebridea, 21!0 
American millionariea, 179, ISO 
.AmIterdIun, «e Tonga 
.Aneitau~ one of the New Hebridea, 

261, 25:.1; dncribed, 253; 1I0w pro­
greea, 254, 2M ; female Imeide, 2IS6 ; 
converted, 268; calamitiea, 258, 
275--271 

Apee, one of the New Hebrid8l, 251 
Apela, SamOlu teacher, murdered in 

Futuna, 262 
Apia, oue of the Samoan group, 281 
Archibald, Mr, teacher at .Anelteum, 

265,256 
Arohipellgo, Low, or Danprol1l, 1M ; 

partially converted, 166 

Ardeo, or Hna, diltrict in Touga, ~92, 
193 

Areoil, peculiar institution iu the 
Georgian aud Society Illand., 38-
40; molen the millionariel, 56 

At.., ohief of Hibifo, 197 
A tata, one of the Friendly IIlanda, 

194 
Atehuru, diatrict in Tahiti, 1S11' hu­

man aecriftce., 1S2 i eDltedy 0 god 
Oro, 62; devutatlon of Pare, 53; 
maaaacre of women and obildren, 
55; rlvaged by Pomare II., 60 

Atiu, one of Oook'i IalaDd., 90; de­
aoribed, 104; visited by Society 
Illander., 104; ill-treatment of 
teaohen, 105; oonver.ion of the 
chief, 105--107' arrival of a mis­
aionary. bOlt, i10; ohapel opened, 
Ill; Mr Willil.ll18'l bOlt OIpei&ed, 
III 

Atooi, He Tauai 
Atua, a spirit. 29 
AUlOri bland, one of the New Heb­

ridea,2I!O 
Auatrallalanda, 3; D&Dled by Malta 

Brun, 124 
Auura, • chief of Rurutu, 132; voy­

age of adveuture., 132; teaohea the 
existence of • lOW, 133 

BADB, the Rev. ~ 323 
Balboa, V 8800 Nuftez de, diacoven the 

Pacifio Ocean, 1, 2 
Banks' IalaDda, 298 
Barff, the Rev. -. at Atiu, 111; 

visits the Samoan IalaDd .. 143 
Bartholomew'a IalaDd,one of the New 

Hebridea, 2/l() 
Bauro, one of the Solomon IalaDda, 

296,300 
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Bee., scene of Captain Croker'. reo 
pu1ae aDd death, 200 

Beak, a blacksmith, joins the Tonga 
MiNion, 190; beaten, ]93 

Bethune, Captain, oonvey. ato1'8l to 
Lakemba, 220 

Bioknell, the Rev. --, remains at 
hia post, 46; with Pomare IL in 
Aimeo, 63; in Tahiti, 75 

Bi.hop, Captain, anehol'll off Tahiti, 
42; conve,. miaaio~el ~. Port 
J &Ckson, 44; 1&ndl m Tahiti, 53; 
lave. Pomare, 63; routs the rebels, 
55 

Bonita, the, off Uvea, 330 
Bombor&, one of the Society I.1&nda, 

19 . 
~ Mtlid, the, Biahop Selwyn'. 

Vellael, 258 
Bougainville, M. de, viaits Tahiti, 19 ; 

Jl&IIlBl the Navigaiol'll' Ialea, 138; 
visits the New Hebridell, 250 " 

Boume, the Rev. --, vi.its Aitv.­
take, 102; oonverta the Raroton· 
~1l4 

Britannia hIes, the, 329 
Brim'" &nJereign, the, cut oft' by the 

Vatelle, 293 
BroIaea, President de, defines Poly­

nelia, 3 
Broughton, Lieutenant, diaoov8l'8 Rai· 

vavai, 127 
Bula, Lifuan chief 317-319 
BII01lIJp(It'te, Le Orand, privateer, 

captv.rea the Dv,ff, 41 
B1l7"8 .;ltua, or Prayiug People, 69; 

oonapiracy to deatroy them, n; 
victorioUlJ at Narii, 73 

Busacott, the Rev. --, at Raro· 
tonga, 119, 121 

CALlIDONIA, New, lee New Oaledonia 
Calvert, the Rev. James, 220 222, 

226; at Vatoa and Ono, 227; at 
Rewa, 2:i3, 235, 239, 240 ; at Mban, 
242, 244 

Calvert, !ll'll, her heroiam, 238 
Camden, the, miaaionary vellel, 279, 

3(1[,308 
" Cannibal Charley," 318 
Cannibalillm in Rarotonga, 118; in 

HarqnelU, 160 ; at Tonga, 191, 192; 
in the Fiji lI1&ndl, 209, 210, 214-
216, 232, 233; in the New Heb· 
ridea, 252, 260, 275; in the LoyrJ.ty 
LUanda,310, 317,318,321 

Cagve., treatment of, bT the Fijiam, 

Cargill, the Rev. David, at L.kemba, 
217, 218, ~at Rewa, 232 ; deat!.: 
of hi. wife, =" 

Caroline Ialanda, 3 
Caroline, the, plot to cut off, 310 
CAatllCIa, H.!l.'. lhip, 127 
Chapenehe village in Lifu,. 323 ; 
df,1:;;n,.:;;;J by the French, 3Z1, 32.i 

. brym, or Ambrym, ODe of UI-e 
New Hebridea, 250 

Christina, Santa, ate Tabua. 
Chriatmu Ia1&nd, diaoovered bJ" Cap­

tain Cook, 166 
Connelly, _ped convict, at; TOJI9, 

185,187 
Connor, Paddy, _peel convict,'& 

Rewa, 204 
Contl14y, EM.'. llhip, 220 
Cook Captain Jam .. , conYeyil Omai 

io Huahine, 10; worshipped u a 
KOd. 13; attends human II8Crifioe.. 
~ ;. fatal error, 29 ; infanticide, 3S ; 
the Areoia, 38· diacoven HerveT"' 
Ialand, 90· and Savage IalaDd, 134; 
visit. the Marque ... , 158 ; cli8ocm!n 
Christmas Island and the Sa.ndwieh 
Wanda, 166; IJUlBIIlcred, 167 ; viii ... 
the Friendly Ialan~l. 183; lies 06 
the Fiji Ialanda, 2UOJ; Dam_ \he 
New Hebrides, 250 ; dUcoftft 
Tanna, 259; diacovers ~ 
278; V at6, 289 ; New CaledoDia, 
306,3Ul 

Co~~l&nd, the Rev -, 258, 275, 

Coeh, Mr and !In, in Vat6, 295 
Cowper, the poet, linea on Omai. 11 
Orawford, the Rev. John, 249 
Creagh, the Rev. S. M., 3l3. 3l.5 
Criatoval, San, lee Bauro 
Croker, Captain, killed before Be&, 

200; lent to Erromanga, ZSl 
Orook, the Rev --, at the Harque­

.... 158; hi. 001Il'IIge, llS9 ; panial 
"-,163; 

Cross, the Rev. William, 91; -.rrec:ked, 
200; hi. wife drowned, 200· at 
lAkemba, 217,218; at Mban. 220; 
.uJferinp, 221, 222; deI.th, 225, 
243 

Cruz, Santa, I. oluater of the Solomon 
Ialanda, 296; Biahopa Selwyn and 
Patte.on, 297; death of Billhop 
Patteson, 303 
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Cunningham, Mr, lands on Erromtm· 
p, 279; elCape., 280 

DredalUl, H.M-'. ahip, 25, 158 
Daviel, the Rev. --, at Ithpa, 126 
Day Spring, the, off Lifu, 328 
Dillon'. &:rl. ICene of murder of 

Me88r8 Wiliiama and Harril, 28'..!, 
283; visited by Captain Palmer, 
2ffl 

Dileaae·maken in Tanna. 261; in 
Mare, 310, 311,313; in Lifu, 320 

Dolphin, H.M.'_ ship, 18 
Dominica, La, or Hivaoa, one of the 

Marqueaa.a, 1511 
Drummond, the Rev. --, 321 
Duff, the, 12; nil. for the South 

Seasl ll); Captain Wilaon,'16; in Ma· 
taya!. Bay, 16, 32 ; captured, 41; at 
the Marque .. , 158 ; at the Friendly 
Islands, 185, 190; off Taviuni, !I03 

EATOOA, ate Atua 
Ebrill, Capt. '\in, murdered off the 1I1e 

of Pines, 308 
Edwards, Captain, 142, 184 . 
Ella, the Rey. S., in Uvea, 330; ill· 

used by Roman Catholicl, 331 
Ellis, the Rev. William, describes Ta· 

hiti, 23 i infantioide, 37, 38; people 
of HUllhine, 67; with a printing· 
preB8 at Aimeo, 76; removea to 
Huahine, 80; immorality of the 
Tahitian_, SS ; visit. Rap.., 125,128; 
at Tubulli, 128,129 ; tatauing, 162; 
inflUlticide in the Sandwich Island" 
173; "tabu," 177 ; co· operates with 
the American Miasion, 179 

Erakor, dietrict in YaM, 292-294 
Erromanga, one of the New Hebrides, 

7, 251, 272; deecribed, 278; mur· 
der of Mesln Williams and Harris, 
278-281; abandoned to tIIlhdalwood· 
traden, 283; Mr and Mn Gordon 
arrive, 284; lind are murdered, ~ 
287; arrival of :&Ir and Mn M'Nair, 
287; death of :&Ir M'Nair, 288,289, 
291,306 

EnUdne, Captain, 290 
Espiritu, Santo, one of the New 

Hebrides, 250 . 
Etu, Samoan aupantition, 149, 150 
Eua, Olle of the Friendly Island" 183, 

194 
Eyra, Mr and Mn, re1Il&in in Tahiti, 

44 

FATu, Friendly Islander, converted 
by Mr Thomaa, 201 

Fatuhiva, or La Madalena, one of the 
Marqueaas, 159, 164 

Faues, Samoan chief, 142; accom· 
panies miasionariel to Samoan Ia· 
lands, 142-144 

Fal1OUrite, H.M.'a ship, 200; sent to 
Erromanp, 281 

Fenuaura, one of tha Society Ialand. 
111 

Fetuuku, or Hood',laland, one of the 
Marqueaa.a, 159 

Fiji, Great lee Na Viti Levu 
Fiji Ialands, 3; cannibalism, 195; 

described, 203 ; elC8ped convicta, 
20; 204; dialectl, 205~ 206; hietory, 
206, 207; cuatoma ana U8RgeB, 207, 
208; "V lUlU," 208; treatment of 
captives, 2Oj); cannibal feast, 209, 
210; population, 210; vindictive­
ne .. , 210, 211; vanity, 212; emo­
tional temperament, 213; infanti­
cide, 213; cannibaliam, 214-216; 
earliest mielionary attempta, 217-
220; MOW progra .. , 2:fl; un .. w­
fBCtory oondition, 249 

Finau Ukalala, ohieftain of Tonga, 
186; thwartl the mi .. ionaries, 187; 
ferocity, 187, ISS, 191; fires hie 
temples, 199; succeeded by "King 
George," 199 . 

Fletcher, the Rev. --, at Lakemba, 
247 

Foa, one of the Hapai group, 194 
Ford, the Rev. --. 249 
French, the, brutality of, in the Loy· 311 Ialanda, 315, 327-329, 332, 

French Imperial Commiasiou, 315, 
316, 329, 331 

Friendly Islanda, 3, 5, 14, 22, 142, 
144, 182-202; dacovered by Tu· 
man, 182; vieited by Cook 183; 
deterioration of character, 18.~; plot 
to murder Captain Cook, 183, 184 ; 
eelf·mutilation, 184; ferocity, 185; 
arrival of the Duff, 185; failure of 
fint mi .. ion, 185-190; "Men oltha 
Sky," 186; Finau's ferocity, 187, 
ISS; funeral ceremoniea, 189, 190 ; 
civil war, 191 ; maaaacre of mieeion­
aries, 192, 193; mi .. ion abandoned, 
193, 194· deecribed, 194; IUperati­
tionl, 194 ; corrupted by the Fijianl, 
195; vieited by MrLawry, 195,196; 

y 
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.. King George," 201; SJOnverted, 
202 

Fuamotn, one of tae Haafulnhao 
group, 194 

Furneux, Captain, takes Omai to Eng­
land, 9, 19 

Futuna, one of the Marqueaaa, 252 ; 
Blow progrelll, 253 

GAJ(]IIEB, Captatin, at Huahine, 89 
Geddie. the Rev. --, at Aneiteum, 

255, 256; house burnt, 257 ; illneea, 
257; IUCOOU, 258 

Geddie, Mn, preventl a suicide, 256, 
251 

Geden, the Rev. J. D., on the Fijian 
dialects, 205 

George III. recogniaea ftag of King 
Tamehameha, 172 

George, King, or Taufaahan, chief of 
the Hapai group, 198 i . IUcoeeda 
Finau, 199; liberates Ilia alaves, 
200 i in the pulpit, 201, 218; aaai.ta 
ThakombAu,;l36, 244 

Georgian Islands, 3; named by Cap­
tain Cook, 19; population, 24; in· 
fantioide 34; proftlgacy, 88 

Gera, one of the Solomon Ialanda, 296, 
300 

Gill, the Rev. --, 272 
Gordon, the Rev. G. N., settles in 

Erromanga, 284; murdered with 
hil wife, ~281 

Grana Buonaparte, Lt, privateer, 
captures the Du,/f. 41 

Great Banks' Island, 298 
Guadalcanar, '" Gera 

H.uPULUHA'?1 group of the Friendly 
Islands, 1114; converted, 199 

Haamanemane, high prieat of Tahiti, 
22 ; prevent. human sacrifice, 25; 
joins Otu against Pomare, 48; &I­
aaaainated, 48 

Haano, one of the Hapai group, 194 
Haggeratein, Peter, the Swede, 25 
Hap .. i, group of the Friendly Ialand., 

194; visited by 1I1r Thom.., 197; 
oonverted,l99 

Harbutt, the Rev. -- 321 
Hardie, the Rev. --, helpa to found 

Samoan lrliasionary Semmary, 154 
Harris, Mr, at the Marquesaa, 158; 

pusillanimity, 159 
Harria, Mr, murdered by the Erro­

mangana, 279, 282, 284 

Hautana, district in Tahiti, 65; fi.nI 
oonvertl in the South Seas, 66 ' 

Hawaii, or Owhyhee, 161, IS!!, 1;0, 
181 

Haweil, Dr, one of the found!".! 
the London lliaaioll&Q' SocitIJ, 
14 . 

Haweia, the, built by misaio-
79,80 

Hazlewood, the Rev. David, at 0:10. 
229; 10Be1 wife and child, 249 

Heath, the Rev. T., 267; ill Erro-
manga, 282, 283, 306 . 

Hebrides, New, aee New Hebnd .. 
Henry, Captain, at Raiva~, J2j'11iI 
Henry. leaDum, murdered m U1e 

of Pines, 309, 310 
Hergelt Lieutenant, 158 
Hergeatls Ialand, one of the ~I!-

1&1,159 
Hervey's Wand 90· deecribed, 00, 

visited by 1IIr Wullams, 91 
High Island, au Raivavai q1 
Hihifo, diltrict in Tonga, 188. 1. .. 

visited by misaionari ... 197z l~ 
Hilla Two, Ialand, one of tile ~/' 

Hebrides, 251 . 
Hills, Three, Island, one of the lil' 

Hebride., 251 . 
Hinchinbrook Ialand, one of the lii' 

Hebrid8ll, 251 . 
Hino, or La Dominica, OIle of 1.:' 

lIIarqUesal, 159 , 
Honolulu, or Honoruru, barbom' ,. 

Oahu,l69 
Hood'. bland, '" Fetnuku ..;~. 
Howe'a, Lord, Ialand or Maut­

one of the Society I;.}an.u, !~, .. dl. 
Huahine. one of the Society ...... ~ 

9, 19 i how pro~ounced, 25; ~~ 
AreOla, 38 ; amval of refugee . L 
Tahiti, 61; conversion of the ~. 
66, f!t; people deecribed by . .­
Ellis, 67; printing-preas, 80; ,ta.( 
of affairs, 81; gradual i!"PG'~ 
ment, 82; visited by CaptaiD lit 

bier, 89 f bl 
Huakuka, or Riou's Island, one 0 t 

Marqufl8&l 159 
H~~ one of the HaafuluhID groop. 

Huie, see Uvea, 329 -l!. 
Human sacrifice.. in Tahiti, 27J1~' 

52, 51, 60, 70; lD RarotoDgl\,SAnd 
in the lrIMqUeBBll, 160; in ~be. . 
wich Wanda, 1/'1; in the Fnendlr 
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Ialands, 189; in the Fiji IBlanda, 
214, 233, 235, 239, 240-242 

Hunt, the Bev. John, 222--224 

IAr, or Britannia Isles, 329 
Idia, wife of PomBre I., 22; how 

pronounced, 26 ; patroniaea the mis· 
lIionaries, 43; compa8IIeB death of 
Haamanemane, 48 

Idols, 52, 54, 57, 58, 66, 68, 73-75, 
102,103,105,106,108,118,124,127, 
132,133,150,163,165,167,178-194, 
197-199, 226, 235 

Indian origin of Eastern Polyne8ian8, 
6,205 

Infanticide in Tahiti, 33-38; in the 
Sandwich Islanda, 172, 173; in the 
Fiji Islands, 213 

In!:lis, the Rev. -, at Futuna, 
253; at Aneiteum, 258; returns to 
England, 258 

Irving, the Rev. --, 330 

JAGGAR, the Rev. T. J., 222, 234 
John, native teacher, wounded off 

Nukupa, 303 
John William., the, missionary 

barque, 269 
Johnston, Mrs, in Aneiteum, 276 
Jones, the Rev. J., 313 
JOlephine, L'Ai7ll4blc, out off by the 

Fijians, 221, 222 

KUlBA, town in Mban, 236 
Knmehameha, lee Tamehameha 
Kandavu, one of the Fijian Islands, 

205 
Karaimoku, aliCUI "Billy Pitt," 171 
Kaman, ErrolDAngan chief, murderer 

of Mr Williams, 284 
Kidnapping, 273, 303, 304 
King Gilorge, lee George, King 
Koloa, one of the Haafulnhao group 

194 
Konil! 'ee Ille of Pinell 
Kotzebue, 142· 
Kuanuan,271 

LADBONB IsLANDll, 3 
Lakemba, colonised by Tongans, 195; 

described, 204, 217; fIni million· 
ary settlement, 217, 220, 222, 226, 
227,238,247 

Langle, M. de, killed at Tutuila, 141 
Lati, one of the Haafuluhao group, 

194 

Lawry, the Rev. Walter, visits Tonga, 
195, 196; revisits Tonga, 201; Belf· 
mutilation, 246; monotonous fare, 
247 

Leeward, or Society, Islands, 19 
I.e Orand Bu~m~rte, privateer, 

capture. the Du,Jf, 41 
Lepers' leland, one of the New 

Hebrides, 250 
Lewis, bacltaliding miuionary, 49; 

murdered, 49 
Lifu, one of the Loyalty Islands, 310, 

315; descri~, 316, a17; arrival of 
Pao, 318-320; te&ohers in danger, 
320 ; converted, 321 ; Romish 
~esta, 326; French 8oldiers, 327-

Lifuga, one of the Hapai group, 194 ; 
visited by Mr Thomas, 198; aboli­
tion of idolatry, 198; King Gilorge, 
198 

Lifnk., one of the Hapai group, 194 
Liholibo, lee Rihoriho 
Lind, Andrew Cornelius, 25 
Lolopa, ialet near Vate, 294 
London Miuionary Society, founded, 

14; lends the DvJ! to the South. 
Seas 15; second aeapatch of the 
DUff. 41; letter from mission­
aries in Tahiti, 46; letter from 
Pomare II., 58; forwards 8u,?pliea 
to Port J aebon, 59; Pomare'lldols, 
75; aends ont IIepreeentativea to 
report, 134, 151 

Loyalty Ialands, :n 0-329 
Lyth, the Rev. R. B., 215, 222; at 

SomoBomo, 223; aseanlted by the 
king, 225; shipwrecked, 249 

Lyth, Mr., her heroism, 238 

MADALENA, La, one of the Marqueaaa, 
159,164 

Magellan name8 the PACi1iO Ocean, 3 ; 
converts Zebul Islanders, 13 

Mahine, chief of Hnahine, 82 
Mai,.ee Omai 
Makea, King of Rarotonga, 112, 113, 

119 
Mala origin of inhabitant. of Eutern 

plynesia, 6, 141 
Malioolo, one of the New Hebrides, 

250 
Malietoa, &moan chief, 145; buys .. 

younlr wife, 147; takea to decent 
clothing, 149; oonvenion of Ilia 
IIOD&, 149 
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Malope, a ohief of the Solomon 
Islands, 296 

,Malte Brun's deaoription of the Poly­
nesian Islands, 6; names the Aus­
tral Islands, 124 

M8.Ilgaia discovered by Cook, 90 ; de­
IICribed, 91; visited by Mr Williams, 
91 ; native teachers ill-treated, 92 ; 
contrition, 93; converts, 94; rats, 
94; chapel opened, 95; civil war 
aveTted, 91 

Manono, one of the Samoan Ialands, 
140, 148 

Manriquez, Mendllolla'a lieutenant, 
157, 158 

Hantungu, chief of the Isle of Pines, 
306,307,309,310 

Manna, one of the Samoan lalanda, 
148 

Mara rebelll ngainat Thakombau, 236 
Marae, 28 ; described, 29, 30, 174 
Mare, one of the Loyalty Islands, 270 j 

described, 310; sandal wood-cutters. 
311 .... 312 ; p~s, 312; brutality 
of .I:I.Omiah pnests and French BOl­
diers, 314-316 

Maria, Santa, one of the Bank.' 
lalanda, 298, 299 

Mariner, Wm.. describes Fijian oan­
nibal feast, 209, 210 

Mara, village in Tanna, 271 
Marquea&I Ialanda, 3, 14, 17, 22; first 

intercourse with Europeans, 157; 
visited by Cook and others, 158; 
arrival of the DuJI. 158; described, 
159; native priests, 160; tatau­
ing, 161; unconverted, 164 

Martin'slaland, one of the Marqueaas, 
159 

Muaacre Bay, seene of M. de Langle's 
m&8I&Cre, 142 

Matapuupuu, chief priest of Huahine, 
67 

M .. tavai Bay,19; Cook's observatory, 
19, 32; critical poaition of mil8ion­
aries, 47; arrival of whs.lers, 47; 
raVllh"8d by Otu, 48; arrival of the 
Boya.l Admiral, 51; threatened by 
the Atehuruana, 53; ravaged by 
rebels, 61 

Mate&, one of the Georgian Ialands, 
19 

Mateema, 20 
Matatau, chief of Manono, 8, 148 
Matheson, the Rev. -, 2IS8 j in Tan-

Da, 276,276 

Matilda, the, wrecked on Tabiliaa 
ooaat,25 ' 

Mana, one of the Fiji Islands, 205 
Maui, one of the Sand wioh l.alIIIIh. 

167.168,ln 
Manke. one of Cook's Ialandl, 00: 

described, 109 ; idols destroy!ld. 
109; visited by Lord Byron. 100 

Maupiha, one of the Society UJan,lt. 
19 

Maurua. one of the Society hlanJs. 
19,131 

Mbati Namu, Fijian chief, 24S 
llbau, Fijian bland, 205. 'JIlT. !l), 

232; war with Rewa, 234; ~ 
• 235-237; heroism of two ladi';' 

238; canDibaliam prevented, ~~ 
24a j converted,24,5; progreN,~' 
241 

Mbua, 238, 248 . 
M'Farlane, the Rev. 8., 299, ~l:! 

Lifu. 323-327; molested by 
Frenyh, 328; in Uvea, 330 

ll'Nair, the Rev. --, in ErroJDlllP-
287; dies. 288 • ,, __ l. 

Meetia, one of the Georgian ~ 
19 

Melanesia, 262, 291, 301, 302 
Mel;!;, diatrict in Vate. 29:1 
Mendalla, Alvaro, de Neyra, diIcO"" 

the Marqueaaa, 157; diBOoven SGlo 
mon Islands, 296; fonndJ a C11!, 
296; dies, 291 I 

M eB8e1I(ltr of Peace, the, bum ~ 
Williams, 85; wrecked on _ 
tonga, 119 j relaunched, 122; ~ 
Savaii, 143, 144. 146; off ManU>. 
148 

Middelburg, /lee Eua ah' ' 
MiBBionaries, first batch, 17 i. ~t T .; 

21; teach mechanic arts, :t1 ;tedlt 43' 
batch captured 41· _nl . . 
BOme escape td POrl JacPoD,.44: 
others write to Misaionary S<,>clt~ 
46; first Christian chapel In . 
Southern Sea.a 50' introduce fraIl! 
and plants, 51;' threateDed.T_~\~ 
trials and hardships, 59; "'!' 
Milsion broken up, 60 ; .:: 
deatroyed, 61; BOrrows and co 
tions, 64 ; hard work, 69; ~u-odu ,e 
mechanical arts, 83-85; IJIllrffl e 
native dwellings, 86-89; 1: 
penal code. 115 ; medical knOW , : 

153; wholesome inlluenoe'T! 
American, 179; failure in 0 
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186--191' m.auaore,I92, 193; Wes· 
leyan 198; Roman Catholic, 201; 
troubies and diacomforts in the Fiji 
Islands, 218-220 ; injudicious, 243 ; 
lad experiences in Tanna, 263-268; 
m&llll8Cl'eCi in Erromanga, 27~286 ; 
picture of a missionary, 300 -
302; miaaionary qualifications, 324 ; 
trouble., merita, and services, 332-
334 

Miasionary Society, London, IIU Lon· 
don Miasionary Society . 

Mitiaro, one of Cook'e Island •• 90; 
converted, 108-

Mohotane. one of the Marqneaaa. 11)9 
Molucoa lelands, 2. 3 
Montague leland, one of the New 

Hebrides, 251 
Monument Island. one of the New 

Hebrides. 251 
Moore, the Rev. --, at Rewa, 234 ; 

houae burnt, 235. 236; letter to 
Secretary of Miasiona. Sydney.2Yl 

M0l'J!llll. eacaped convict, at Tonga. 
187,191 

Morgan, Captain. landa Mr William. 
on Erromanga, 27~281, in VaU. 295 

Morokai, one of the Sandwich Islands, 
168,169 

Morokini. one of the Sandwich 
Islands,l68 

Moequitoes,229, 288 
Mota bland, one of the Banks' 

Ialande. 298, 302 
Mu, district in Lifn, 323 
Mua, district in Tonga. 188, 192 
Murray, the Rev. A. W., 251; visita 

Futuna,252; Tanno., 263, 269, 276 ; 
Erromanga, 283; off VaU, 291, 
292 ; in the Isle of Pinel, 301. 308 ; 
in Mar6. 311 ; in Lifo, 321 

Mutilation, in Atiu, 106 ; in the 
Friendly Islanda. 184, 189, 190; in 
the Fiji Islands, 246 

N A Vm LEVU. or Great Fiji, 205, 220 
Naiailin, Protestant chief in Mar6. 

314-316 
Namosimalua. chief of Viwa, 221 
Nandi, Fijian Island. 238 
Narii, _ne of Pomare's great victory, 

72 
Natmaaea, evil spirita dreaded in 

Aneitenm, 254, 255 
NaulilUII, the. off Tahiti, 42: tHea 

missionaries to Port J ackaon, 44 

Na'vallak, native teacher, 271 
N avigaton' Iales. 3; .. making reli· 

gion, "45. See Samoa blands 
N doi, one of the Fiji Islande. 205 
Nemeian, native teacher, murdered 

in Nina, 211 
Nengon6. I/U Mar6 
N etche. district in Mar6. 315 
N eu or Britannia Isles, 329 
New Caledonia, 270; deacribed, :106-

301,310.314.316.326-329.332 
New Hebrides, 3 ; deaoribed, 250-253. 

262. 295, 296 
Ngau. Fijian Island. 223 
Nihau. one of the Sandwich Islands. 

168.170 
Nisbet, the Rev. -, 153. 263. 266, 

267 ; escapea from Tanna, 268. 269, 
272 

Niua, one of the New Hebrides, 251, 
269; deaoribed, 271; vengeance, 271 

NOlI, native teacher, 301 
Nobbs. Mr. 190 
Nomuka, one of the Hapai group. 

18.'.194 
Nott. the Rev. -. on infanticide. 

if[ ; goes on circuit, 52; ... media· 
tor. 60; in peril, 61; remains with 
Pomare II., 62.63; in Aimeo, 66 ; in 
Huahine, 67; in Tllhiti, 71l ; restores 
peace in Tubuai, 129 

Nukualofa, one of the Hapai group. 
191.200 

Nukuhiva, one of the Marques .... 159 
Nukupa, one of the Santa Cruz clus· 

ter. 291; murder of Bishop Patte· 
son. 303 

OAHu. one of the Sandwich Islands, 
166, 161, 169, 181 

Ofu, one of the Samoan Ialands, 141. 
148 

Ofu,oneoftheH~uhaogroup,l94 
Ohetetoa, I/U Rurutu 
Oito. one of the earliest converts, 65 
Olona, one of the Haafuluhao grouP. 

194 
Omai, taken to England, 9; f6ted, 

10; celebrated by Cowper, 11. 19; 
at Atiu, 104 

Oneeheeow Iff Nihau 
Ono, one of the Fiji Ialands, 205, 226 ; 

singular prarer, 226; visited hy 
Mr Calvert, 'J9!l; oonverted, 229; 
moaquitoea, 229; Romish priests. 
230,246 

• 
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Oreehoua, lee Tahurawe 
Oripaia, Pomare'" rival, 41; acorehed 

by gunpowder, 48 
Oro, or Orono, war· god of South Sea 

Islanders, '1:1; founder of the 
Areois, 38; cause of civil war in 
Tahiti, 52-54; national god of 
Tahiti, 12; idol and temple de· 
stroyed, 13, 14; denounced at 
Rurutu, 133; Captain Cook's mill· 
take, 161 

Oroeenga, Samoan Island, 141,148 
OtaheiOO, lee Tahiti 
Otakootai, lee Aitutake 
OOOa, one of the Haafuluhao group, 

194 
Otu, King of Tahiti, 21; welcome. 

the missionaries, 22; protects de· 
serters, 43; unfavourable to the 
nlluionaries, 43, 44; ravages Ma· 
tavai district, 48; Beizes image of 
Oro, 52; defeated by the Atehuru· 
an8, 54; takes titlo of Pomare IL 
(whioh lee) 

Oua, one of the Hapai group, 194 
Ovaka, one of the Haafuluhao group, 

194 
OweD, Mr, 242 
Owhyhee, lee Hawaii 

PAOIPIC OcEAN discovered by Balboa, 
1; named by Mogellan, 3 

PWn, King of Huahine, converted, 67 
Palliser's blanda, 129 
Palmer, 9aptain, visits Erromanga, 

287 ; mlB8lollary cottage, 287, 288; 
off Vat6, 295 

Pandora, H.M. 's ship, 142, 184 
Pango, district in Vat6, 294 
Pao, Rarotongan teacher in Lifo, 318-

321 
Papeiha, native teacher, 92 ; devoted· 

ness, 92, 93; in Aitutake, 99; suc· 
oe98, 100-103; in Rarotonga, 112, 
113 

Papo, Samoan god, oondemned to be 
drowned, 150, 151 

Pare, district in Tahiti, rebels against 
Pomare, 41; ravaged, 53, 61 

Patiit priest of H uahine, burns his 
idOla, 61, 68 

Paton, the Rev. --, sorely afIlicted, 
215,216 

Patteson, Bishop, among the Santa 
Cruz and Banks' Islands, 291-302; 
death, 303, 311, 321, 326 

Paum Islands, 250 
Paumotus, native name of Low Ar· 

chipelago, 165 
Pedro, San, one of the Marqueau, 159 
Pelew IslaDds, 3, 14 
Peniamina, Savage Islander inatruMi 

in Samoa, 135; ill·treated on mum 
home, 136 ; effects much good, I); 

Pentecost Island, one of the New 
Hebrides, 250 

Perouse, La, viaita Tutnila, HI; 
boat'a·crew massacred, HI; at t ... 
Friendly Is1a.nda, 184; wrecked 00 

Vanikoro, 298 
Peter the Swede, 25; interprets, 3.1; 

evil counsels, 44 
Petero, lee Oito 
Philippine Islands, 3 
Pines, Isle of, 306, 3O'l; maaaere. 

308-310, 316 
Pitcairn'. Island, 4, 2S11 
Pitman, the Rev. --, in ~ 

114; narrow _po, 11.5 
PolygamyJ. in the Georgian IaIao<b. 

87; in .1W'Otonga, 117; in the !)a. 
moan Islands, 141 ; in the FrieDdJ, 
Islands, 190; in the Fiji Ialands. 
212, 213, 2'1:1, 230, 243, 245; in , ... 
New Hebrides, '1:18; in:Mare, 310; 
in Lifu, 311 

Polyneaia, name given to South PIci· 
fie Ocean, 3; deacribed, 4; Basten. 
6; natural disposition of inhabii­
ants, 9; human sacrifices, 160 

Pomare I., 21; meaning of name, 22; 
impresaed by the forge, 24 i .d~~· 
city, 26; his dream, 21; aio<1l<l 
missionaries, 43 ; cwti_ PaN 
district, 41; plana murder of higk 
priest, 48; offering of a fiah, 51; 
mUl8crea women and children, 55; 
death,56 

Pomare II., lee Otu. SacriJI_ 10 
Oro, 57; letter to Miaaionary So­
oiety, 58; softened by adversity, 
63; resolves to embraoe Chriltian· 
ity, 64; viotory at Nari~ 7!l; de­
stroys temple of Oro, 14; aendl 
idols to England, 15 ; at the print­
ing'preu, 11; at the launch of. 
the Haweil, 19; visits &&inn!, 
121 

Port·au·Prince, the, cut off by tile 
Fijians, 209 . 

Port Royal, name given to Ibg'" 
Bay by Captain Wallia, 19 
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Powell, the Rev. --, in Aneiteum, 
255; returna to Samoa, 256 

Pritchard, Consul, 212, 332 
Pronunciation, 25 
Pyramid Island, one of the New 

Hebrides, 250 

QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ABcUIPELAGO, 3 
~Uir08, Pedro Fernandez de, discovers 

Tahiti, 18; and the New Hebrides, 
250 

BADACH: CHAINS, 3 
Raiatea, native island of Omai, 9, 

19, 25; infanticide, 34; affecting 
IC8ne, 40, 41 ; plot to murder mia­
lionari88, 115; penal code intro­
duoed, 116 

Raivava.i, deacribed, 127; oonverted, 
127,128 

Ralick Chaina, 3 
Ranni, one of the Sandwich Wanda, 

168; a royal dish, 169 
Ra~ described, 124; visited by Mr 

Ellis, 125; converted, 126 
Rarotong&, introduotiou of mechani­

cal contrivances, s.~; rats, 85; 
discovered by Cook, 90; described, 
112; teachers ill-treated, 113; gra­
dual oonversion, 114; penal code 
introduced, 116; detestable prac­
tices, 117, 118; sickness and hurri­
cane, 119-121; Chrlatia.niaed, 123, 
148 

Ratu Nggara, King of Rewa, 235 
Rewa, one of the Fiji Islands, 204, 229; 

missionaries ill-received, 231; can­
nibalism, 232 ; miaaionary troubles 
232; lavage l?ractices, 233 ; removJ 
of the miS8lon, 234; miaaion re­
edtablished,234,243 

Rihoriho, BOn of Tamehameho., 176; 
abolishes tabu, 178; protects mis­
sionaries, 179 

Rimatarn, one of the Austral lalands, 
130: arrival of teachers, 130; women 
emancipated, 131 

Riou'. Ialand, one of the Marqueaaa, 
159 

Robert's Island, one of the Marque­
_,159 

Roman Catholicmiaaionaries, 201,230, 
234,255, 314-316; in Lifo, 326, 327: 
in Uvea, 330-333 

Romatane, chief of Atiu, converted, 

105, 106; receives the Sacrament, 
111 

Rono,_Oro 
Rotterdam, lee Nomuka 
Rozario, H. M.'s ship, 287 
Rurutu, one of the Austral group, 

131: singular adventure, 131, 132: 
violation of tabu, 132: idolatry 
abolished, 133: converted, 134 

RU88ell, Dr, on the Areois, 39 

SABBATH, observance of the, 270, 271 
Sacrifices, _ Human aaorific88 
Saddle Island, or Valua, 298 
Sagittaria, La, or Tahiti, 18 
Samoa Islands, 138; discovered by De 

Bougainville, 141; massacre of M. 
de u.ngle, 141: surveyed, 142; first 
miBBionariea, 142-144; revisited by 
Mr Williams, 148; desecration of 
the" Etus," 149, 150; material ad­
vantages of Christianity, 151, 152 

Samoan MiBBion Seminary, 154, 155, 
254,283,295 

Samuela, Samoan teacher, murdered 
in Futuna, 252 

Sandalwood-traders, 254, 257, 272, 
274,278,279,283,291,293,301 

Sanders', Sir Charles, Island, 19; 
con version of chief, 67 

Sandwich, Earl of, 9, 166 
Sandwioh Island, Bee VaU 
Sandwich Islands, 3, 14, 42; dis­

covered, 166; death of Captain 
Cook, 167; delCribed, 167-170 ; 
early condition, 17~172; ceded to 
Great Britain, 171 ; infanticide, 
172, 173: human sacrifices 174; 
sorcery, 174, 175; tabu abolished, 
176-178; American Mission, 179; 
grotesque co.tumes, 179; partially 
civilised, ISO, 181, 332 

Sapapalii, village in Savan, 144 
Savage Island, described, 134, 135: 

native teacher ill-used, 135; ulti­
mate progreBB, 136, 137 

Santi, one of the Samoan group, 140; 
death of Tamafainga, 143; arrival 
of miaaionariea, 143; progreBB, 148, 
149,292 

Scilly Islands, or Fenuaun., 19 
Seemann, Dr, impugns judgment of 

miaaionaries, 243; lands at Mbau 
246, 247; unhealthy sites, 247, 248 

Selwyn, Bishop, 257, 258, 295, 297, 
298 
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Bema, dilItriot in VaU" 294 martyrdom, 10; abolition of idols.. 
Seru, I« Thakombau 15; immorality, 88, 113; tatauiD«. 
Shepherd's hlea, a oluster of the New 162 

Hebrides, 251 Tahoa, one of the Soci~ lalaDda, 19. 
SUter', the, cut off and hurnt, 312 115 
Sleigh, the Rev. --,321,331 Tahoora, /lee Taura 
Society Ialands, 3, 9, 19, 24, 110 Tahuata1_one of the Marqueau, 151. 
Solomon lllanda, 3; diIcovered by 159, 11)3, 164 

Mendan&, 296; withdrawal of Tahurawe, one of the Suldwieh 
Spanilh IOttlement, 297; Bishops Islanda, 166, 168 
Selwyn and PattelOn, 291-299, 300; Tamafainga, Samoan chief, killed u. 
death of Bishop PattelOn, 303 Savaii, 143' death avenged. 145 

SomOlOm!'J....0r Taviuni, 204; miaaion· Tamalelangi, Malieto&'s brother, 141 
ariea, r.a; ill-treated,. 223, 224; Tamatoa, chief of Baiatea, 7; cleUh, 
misaion removed, 225 ; king of, 242, 8, 115 
248 Tamatoa, chief of Aitutaka, 100, 101 

Sorcl'ry, in the Sandwich Ialanda, TlI.mehlUDeha, King of Hawaii, 170; 
174, l11i; in Tanna, 261; in Mare, oedea Hawaii to Great Britain, 
313; in Lifu, 311, 320 111; enlightened, 112; unCOD'Pert-

South Sea Ialanda inhabited bT. two ed, 116 
races, 6; supposed aimpliolty of Tanna, 251; deaoribed, 257, 25S; 
inhabitanta, 9; infanticide, 31; female attire, 259, 260; ferocity, 
indolence overcome, 83; growth of 260· diaeue-makera 261' teachen 
luxury, 119 landed, 262; arrival ~f rm:cOnaries, 

Spaniarda, the, 13; in Tahiti, 18, 20 263; thieves, 263; unfavourable 
Star, the, maaaaere of the crew, 308- prospects, 264-266; flight of mD-

310 sionarieB, 268; miaaioD re-enab-
Star IBlan~_ one of the Banks' lished, 269; dilappointmenta, 2'i2; 

blanda, ~ Bandalwood-tradera, 212--274; hope 
Stephen, native teacher, killed off I and diBCOnragement, 274., 205: 

Nukupa 30.1, 304 miaaion abandoned, 216 ' 
Stewart, the Rev. C. S., deacribea a TanG&, Fijian ohief, 206, 207, 2fi. 

royal diah, 169; houae in Hawaii, 239; funeral sacrifices, 240. 2-'1 
111; life in danger, 180! Talman, Janaen, diBCOvera PrieDdly 

Snalo, or .. Swallow," Samoan chief Islanda, 182, 194 
in Vat6, 291-293 Tatauing, proceaa of, 161-163 

Sugar-Loaf Island, /IU Mota Tanai, one of the Sandwich lalanda, 
Suicide of a woman in Aneiieum, 2li6 166, 168-110 
Sumatra, 1 Taufaahau, 8« George, King 
Sunderland, the Rev. --, 321 Tauuga, native teacher, 306.3{y[ 

TAABOARII. chief of Huahine, 66 
Tabu, 6; deacribed, 116, 171; abol­

ished in the Sandwich Islands, 

Taura, one of the Sandwich lalandll.. 
166,168 

Tautira, dilItrict iD Tahiti, 52; tem­
pie deBtroyed, 13, 14 

Taviuni, or SomOlOmo, one of the 118 
TabuOlmaDu, 

group, 19 
Tafa, one !Sf 

194 

one of the Georgian Fi'i Ialands, 203, 204, 222 
Terittaria, 26 

the Friendly Island_, Tetnaroa, one of the Georgian 1aJanda, 
19 , 

Tahiti, 1; fint milBion, 14; dil· 
covered, 18; vilited by navigaton, 
19; Spanish commodore buried, 20; 
arrival of the DvJ!, 2I ; described, 
23, 24; character of inhabitanta, 
26; arrival of the Nuutil,.., 42; 
lint converts, 65; penecution and 

Thakombau, King, 206, 221, 235· 
aaaiated by King' George, 236; re: 
buked by Mr Calvert, 239, 240. 
242, 243; converted, 244 ; bapu-t 
245 • 

Thomas, the Re •• John, lanoia ., 
Hihifo, 191; remoVllll to the Rapai 
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group, 191; viaita Lifuga, 198; 
II1lcoeS8, 199 i iu danger, 199-201 

Three Hilla IIJand, one of the New 
Hebride8, 251 

Threlkeld, the Rev. , plot to 
murder, 115 

Tiberio. native teacher, 113 
Tillv&, Fijian village, 248 
Toka, one of the Loyalty lalands, 310 
Toku, one of the Friendly Islands, 

1M 
Tonga, or Tonga-tabu, 5, 17, 182; 

miuionary settlement, 185-191; 
Finau, 186,187 ; oivil war, 188,191, 
192 ; king murdered, 191 ; massacre 
of mislionanes, 192. 193; minion 
abandoned, 193, 1M; described, 
194, 195; vilited by Mr Lawry, 195, 
196; converted, 196, 197 

Tongoa, wet near Vattl, 292 
Trevenian's Island, one of the Mar· 

queaas,159 
Tuahine, one of the earliest converta, 

66 
Tubn&, one of the Santa cruz cluster, 

297,298 
Tubuai, one of the Society Islands, 

19; d8llcribed, 128, 129; arrival of 
teachers, 129; Mr N ott, 129; un· 
satisfactory progren, 130, 131 

Turner, the Rev, George, on Savage 
laland, 1~1 137; sacrilege, 152 i in 
UJ>Olu, 11)3; medical knowledge, 
153 ; founds SamOAD Minion Semi· 
nary, 154, 155; visits Futuna, 252, 
253 ; Aneiteum, 2M, 255; describes 
the Tannese, 259-261; Tanneee 
thieves, 263; in danger, 266, 267 ; 
8llcapea from Tanna, 268 ; return., 
269; an English adventurer, 270; 
PJOgre8a, 271; sandalwood-cuttera, 
272, 273: in Dillon'. Bay, 283-285; 
on the Vateae, 290-293; maaaacre 
of orew of the Star, 308; off Mari, 
312 

Turner, Mrs, teacb811 needlework, 
264,265 

Turtle Island, IU Vatoa 
Tutuila, one of the Samoa Islands, 

140,141' DIlI8I&Cl'e of French boat's­
orew, 14i; hopeful commencement, 
148 

Tuvsna-i.ra, Fijian I.land, 205 
Tuvana-i-tholo, Fijian Island, 205 
Two Hills bland, one of the New 

Hebridea, 251 

UAl'OU, one of the Marqueaaa, 159 
Uea, one of the Loyaltr bland&, 310 
Uiba, one of the Hapa.1 group, 1M 
Ukenezo, idolatrous chief in Lifn, 326 
Undlli, Fijian Illand, 205 
Upolu, Samoan Island, 140, 144; 

progreu, 148, 149 i. Mr Turner, 153 
Uvea, 326; descnbed, 329, 330; 

Romiah priesta, 330; Mr Ella, 330, 
331; persecution, 331 

VALUA, one of the Banka'hlands, 298 
Vancouver discovers Rap&, 134; oea­

non of Sandwich Islands, 171 
Vanikoro, one of the Santa Crus 01UB­

ter,298 
Vanua Lava, or Great Banks' Island, 

298,299 
Vanna Levu, Fijian Island, 204, 240, 

248,249 
V I18U, Fijian institution, 208 
Vattl, or Sandwich Island, one of the 

New Hebrides, 251, 289; inhabit­
anta, 289, 290; muaacre, 291; 
Sualo or "Swallow," 291-293; 
massacre of ship'l - crew, 293; 
abandoned to heathenism, 294 

Vatoa, Fijian Island, 203 ; Mr Calvert, 
227,228 

VaVRu, one of the Hapai group, 1M, 
199, 200, 217, 220 

V 88IOn, George, backlliding miasion. 
ary, 188; escapes from the Friendly 
Islands, 189,190 

Verata, Fijian Island, 232 
Viana, Tanneae chief, 271 
Viti, I« Fi'i 
Yittoria, lhe, Magellan'. ship, the 

first to ciroumnavigate the globe, 3 
Viwa, Fijian Islet, 221, 222, 237, 240 
Vueika, one of the Friendly Islands, 

1M 

WALLIS, Capt.~on ~olyn~ Isla!l~­
ers, 9; first J!dl(!lishman m Tahiti, 
18; in collision with the natives, 
19 

Wasbington Ialands, 169 
Wateeo, .ttl Atiu 
Waterhouse, the Rev. Samuel. on 

Thakomb;'u'. baptism, 246; 101eB 
his wife, 249 . 

WatBfonl, the Rev. John. at Ono, 
228, 229; at Mban, 240; funeral 
aacrift~~ 240, 241; oruelty to hia 
babe, HI) 

Z 
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Webb, the Rev. -. c.paised, ~ 
Weel8)'&ll lI1NiODlU'J Soaie~, 197, 

243, 241 

1 
I 

I 

I 

I 

Wealey&l1 miaaionaries, baptismal 
D&lDel, 198; con vert the Frieu.dl1. 
Ialanda, 1.99-200; In the Fiji 
I.lands, 217, 230, 241 

ding, 147..l.!48 i o!f ~ 251; .. 
Futuna, ~ j IUS public .... B; 
Janda on Erromang&, 278, 219 ; a_ 
dered, 280; funeral ho~ 281; 
aole relic 282, 306 I 

W"llliams, th; Bev. Thomas, GIl. ~ 
Archipelago, 206-~; FijiaD I.­
tIes, ~ j Fijian viDmou-
211 ; emotional temperlllDai 01 iM 
FijiaDa, 213; portn.i~ of a -"Po 
216; ohild thrown to a doc. 2t6; 
removea-to Tillva, 248, 249 

Welt, the Rev. - capeiMd, ~ 
Whippy, Mr David, 221 
Whitauntide Uland, ODe of the New 

Hebridea, 250 
WiIkBl, Commodore, 224 
W~DIOn, the Rev'-1 ill·used, 193 
Williama, the Rev. J onn, 7, 9, 28; 

hUDl&l1 aacrifioea, 32; infanticide, 
34-40' .. making 'em religion" 45 ; 
meoba'nioal contrivances, 83-85; 
Rarotongan gratitude, 86 ; Hervey'. 
Ialand and lIangai&, 91; rata, 94' 
Mangaian women, 95; avert. cirii 
war, 96, 97; off Aitutake, 99, 100; 
open. a chapel, 102, 103; in A.ti~, 
1M, 111; narrow e_pe, 111; m 
Rarotonga,112,114; plot to murder, 
115; diatribu'ea toola, 121, 135; 
Samoan Ialanda, 142 et .tq.; Dar­
row eacape, 145; MalietO&'. wed-

WiIaon, Captain, early life IIDd ad· 
veniurea, 15 i.,.co..!"veraioD. 1~; _. 
manda the UIVI. 16; ~ oIf 
T&hi~i, 16, 21. 22, 51 

Windward, or Georgian IalaIuIa, 19 
Woahoo, _ Oahu 
Women, graceful act of Rarotoapa. 

86; degraded, ffl. 88; elDaD~ 
in Ma.ngaia, 95· jealOUIlJ' aa-c 
the Fijian, 2i3 - atranp,d .. 
widow. among ~e Fiji&Da, D-
241 ; bead-dreM and attire of U:a 
TaIlMllB, 269, 260 

YAllUTA, Fijiaa Ialand, 205 

..... Tau BY LU.l.ANTYNa AND c::oJOAJIT 
aDUiBURGH AND LONDON. 
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";'~~~ \t1s1n·&.:~":s~~,~!'1=k= ~~~~~.;" ~ co> 
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=O:isC:S~.~~~~:t~:.~tI~: .!.tt~c~o: ~~~~~~=~.;.r:.~'.. ~ 
:'~ch~'llil :~l~~; O~::::~~I ~~,~~~:~i2~ =t;:.t~~~ the Coaucb ~ 
TiMts. 
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:'~~C;:t:.~m:W~':=~n::J~ Slalltla . 
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We caD recommend this whole "olum. as ftr'Y meDdation.... .sparkling aDd unosing &om be-
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NlIlW BRUNSWICK. With Not"" and Observations on the Natural History of 
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TENT LIFE WITH ENGLISH GIPSIES IN NORWAY. By 

Hubert Smith. With Five full-page Engravings, 31 SJDaller Illustrations, and Map 
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out a &mack or dry humour a.nd satiric reftectlon and find In it the same amusement as oUhC1ves."­
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FAYOUM; OR, ARTISTS IN EGYPT. A Tour with M. Gerome and others. 
By;S. Lenoir. With 13 Illustrations. Crown avo, cloth. Price 7<. M . 

.. The boo>k Is Yery amllSln( •••• Wb"""er may I .. A pleasantly wrlttcll •• d Yery readable book.' 
=~~P~~!~~~c::::,..hitQ a b~btand -/ix,,,,,i,,er. 

SPITZBERGEN-THE GATEWAY TO THE POLYNIA; OR, A 
VOYAGE TO SPITZBERGEN_ By Captain John C. Wella, :B.N. With numerous 
IUU5Irations and Map. avo, cloth. Price .... 

H StnliKhtforwud and clear In style. securioR' our I to A. cha.rrn:z, book. remarkably weD written and 
=~~,.:..)' ~,::.ed simpUcityand eood well illustrat "-5I4Indarti. . 

AN AUTUMN TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES AND 
OAlIADA. By Lieut.·Ool. J. G. Iledley. Crown avo. Price $'. 

written account of a two mODlhs' YUilt to Aulerica. .. "Ilis imKtCS!iiOM of poJiticru life in America. 
"Colonel MedIeJ'sUttleYOlume Is a pleasantly- \ pleasantlywritten."-GloIM. 
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Second Edition. 
THE NILE WITHOUT A DRAGOMAN. By Frederio Eden. 

In x vol Crown 8vo, cloth. Price 7$. M. 
Ult is • book to read during 8.Il autumn holidaY"'1 own qes, and shift (or tl1emselTe5, next winter In -5 __ . Upper l!c.r<- !hey ... m find this book • yery agr .... 

E;!~:~x'!:~('!:d "~~~~5ec;r:hf:~"'!k~et:'J; able gui ,-Tunts. 

ROUND THE WORLD IN 1870. A Volume of Travels, with Maps. 
By A. D. Oarliale, B.A., Trin_ ColI_. Camb. Demy 8vo. Price 161 • 

.. We can only commend. which we do Tcrr.1 .. Rarely baTe we read a more ~t?hlc dC5CTJp· 
~~llItQ~=;y:::::~eand readable book.' g~lb~n~ aC:d'~: r:e~c!~: ~h~~ac.!aa~ 
elt~~f':~~~.,,~~:!.~ outing is :O;.~2~;,B:II~pec~rcpletc with in(orm&-
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more important disccwerias of receDt times; S<COIld, ill. discussing the sul!icct 0I"Lfc. 
Q<pniaatioa. Senaibility, and Thought. to demonstrate. in opposition to the U:atct~ 
Theory, tbat tbe Sen.... no I... than Reason, furDish poor that ... im80atcriaI ...: 
spiritual element is the operati.e alemeDt in natwe. 

SCIENTIFIC LONDON. By Berna.rd K. Becker. I vol. Crown SYO. "-
An Account of the His&ory and p1"eseDt Scope of the fo"o"",,,1( IDStitutioDs :- -
The Royal Society The Go..- D __ 0( Sct.co: 
The RoyailDStitution and Art 
The IDStitutioD. of Civil Engineers The Statistical Society 
Th~ Royal Geo!rraphical Society TIle C_ SocIety 
T~e Society or'tc;tograph Eug_ The M_ ... or Praclic:aI GooIa!Dr 
;g: I~~~~~~: R: ~lr!;"::: 
The Society of Arts 

OBSERVATIONS OF MAGNETIC DECLINATION MADE AT 
TlUlVANDRUK AND AGU.~ KALLlIIY m the 0 ... __ d ~ 
HiJhne .. the MAHARAJAH OF TRAVAllcoa ... G.C.S.I •• in the Years -as- to Ii!&. 
BelRi Trevandrum Magnetical Obscnat.ion .. Valu ..... J. Dioc:us.d and Edited:. 
John .Allan Broun, F.B.S., late Dir""tor of tbe ~ Wid ~ 
Appendix. Impuial 410. cloth. 3/. JS. 

*. * The Appendix. containing Reports an tbe Observatories and on the Publk ~-=. 
P1Iblic Park and Gardens at Trevandrum, pp. xii. I [6. may be had ~,.. Rn"".:> 

EUCLID SIMPLIFIED IN METHOD AND LANGUAGE. ~ 
a Manual of Geometry on the French System. By J. B. lIEorell. 

The chief features of the work..., :-The separation of Theorems and PnoWe.s-T,.. 
Natural Sequence of reasoning; areas being treated by th.msel ....... d at a later ~ i 
The simpler and more natural treatment of ratio-The legitimate use of aritbmerio.l 
applications, of transpo~ltion, and sUp«:rpOsition-The general alteration of b.D£ua~ l. 
a lRore modem form-Lastly, if it be ........ ed to be veatU1"C!Ollle to sUJ>CEgeCIe the ...... 
hallowed pages of Euclid it may be urged tha« IDe auempt is made tmd_ die -..:ltcr <i 
very hi&/! authoritieL 

THE QUESTIONS OF ~URAL SURGERY. By Jam_ Bmt(&. 
late Aural Surgeon to Guy's Hospital. POsl 8vo. With lllustratioDL Price ..... 6.1. 

t'The question .. or Aural Surgery more than I clan, • deep aDd accurate thinker. &ad a b-~ 
mahatain ~e author's reputation as a careful clin1· and talented writer."-LattaL 

AN ATLAS OF DISEASES OF THE MEMBRANA TYMPANI. 
Witb Descriptive Text. By Jame. Kinton, late Aural Sur&-> to Guy'. Hospib:. 
POll avo. Price I. 6 60 . 

.. Of Mr. Hinton'. Atlas of the Membrana Tym·1 ever yet heeD published. The ~ :ire t..;,.:' 

rc:!i :yl~~C:Yb:;':~t'" :ost':c:e t~-:t t:: =-~~~::Ometls. ud ate .. ~ 
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WtlrRs PulJlishtd by Hetlry S. King &- Co., 7 

SCIENCE-(O"tinud. 

Second Editioa. 
PHYSIOLOGY FOR PRACTICAL USE. By various Writers. Edited 

b, "ameli Blnton. " vol.. Crown 8Y<>. W"lth so Illustrations. Price I:u. 6d . 
.. A IDOTe clear. _. and we11·lafoomed set I ft It 11M _iDly beet! edited with ereat care. 

of treatises we Deyer saw than these. which iU'1!: Phys.iolocica1 trcati!f,cS we have bad in KURt 
bound up into two compact and readable volumeL I number. but: Dot one wort. we belie"e. which so 
And they aTe "pleasant readi .... too, as weD as thoro;g.hly appeals to all classes of the community 
useful reading. -Liln'tJry CIINidI...". as the preseat. Rverythhc has apparently been. 

.. We neYel' saw the P'O'Pular stde of the science I done to re~der the work. really practical and 
~!:~~~~~ than it is intbese aselul"-C,ViJSffviaGa.retlc. 

Second EditioD. 
THE PRINCIPLES OF MENTAL PHYSIOLOGY. With their 

Applications to the Training and Discipline of the Mind. and the Study of its Morbid 
ConditiODI. Hy W. B. Carpenter, LL.D., •• D., &C. 8vo. Illustrated. lll1. 

te This valuable book • . • • • . . • • '\ houle or useful hints (or mental traialng which 
Let us add that DOtld:n&' we haye said. or In aD,. make this large and yet yery amusing'. as well as 
limited space could say, would give au adequate instructive book. an encyc.lop .. dia of weU·cta.sified 
<on<:epUoD of .... ftIuabie and Curiouo CGJaeWou """ -.. very statllajr' psychological e>q>erl­
of facts !Jearioe on morbid meatal conditions. the encOl." -S;.ct.h1r. 
learued physiological exposition, and tbe treasure· 

, STUDIES OF BLAST FURNACE PHENOMENA. By Jr. L. 
Gruner. Tl'DII&Iated by L. D. B. Gordon, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. Svo. 7'.6d. 

.. Th~ whole subject Is dealt with very copiously I appreciation at the hands or practical men. for 
and c ..... ly In all itS ~ and .... SCII,rcelJ taU or whose _ it is desl-ped. "-Poot. • 

CONTl!:MPORARY ENGLISH PSYCHOLOGY. From the French of 
Professor Th. Ribot. Large post 8vo. Price 9" An AnaI.r:sis of the Views ...... 
Opinions of the following Metaphysicians, as e:.preued in their wrttiDgs :-

JAMItS MILL, ALEXANDRR BAIN. JDIIN STUART MILL, GaoRG. H. LaWlIS, HBRBKRT 
SPltNCER I SAMUI!tL BAILItY. 

"The ta!"k which M. Ribot set himself he bas I "\Ve can cordiaUy recollUl1eDd tbe volume. "­
performed with very great success. "-ExtJmi"n-. 7#1",,,,,10/ Mollal Sc"~"a 

, HEREDITY: a Psychological Study on its Phenomena, its Laws, its Causes, 
and its CODsequences. By Th. Ribot, Author of" Contemporary English Psychology. n 

J vol. Large crown Svo. 

A 

H is generally aduutted dlat .. Heredity "-or I elevotes his work to the !ltUdy or the question. 
that biologicalla ... Ly which an Uvillg'crea.tures tend .. Does the law &Iso hold in reEvd to the mental 
to reproduce themselwes in their descendants-is faculties t·· ... 
\he rule in. all (arms of vital activity. The aulhor • 

TREATISE ON RELAPSING FEVER. By R. T. Lyons, 
Assi.tant·Surgeon, Bengal Army. Post 8vo. Price 78. 611. 

II A practical work. thoroughly supported in Its views by aleries of remarkablt: cases.," -sta1Ul4nl. 
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8 Works Publiskd bv Hmry S. KUIg 0-- Co., 

SCIENCE-c""tinutd. 

Second Edition Revised. 
A LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS, 

ANl> BUILDING OWNlllRB. By Edward Jenkins. Esq., • .P •• >: 
John Baymond, Esq., Ba.,.istet'S-at-La... Crown 8vo. 6<. 

ca:~be~~~~r3!1 ~:e;;r~o~::!n~at!~~ ~ 1 ~r.:ries1f:;r;:~~~~~f~~ 
proportion of the books ~blished at the present and lucid "-La. JJara.ri~ G~ Ill': :f"t. 

;!;'~e l:t:~o~:~;l:P~{ ts rj~st!hit . a i':~ .;~ Ft!udP,.:h~O:::Cl~u;.~!.':i:-~~;-~~~ 
handbooJt should be •••• 'Ve warmly re<:OIDmend for a byman to undc:rst.a.Dd.. but "..:.l:l .I!;:.. !' 
it to our rcaden:'-AnAH«t. neCC59:Ll'Y for an architect 10 kno .... tre ~ • 

"It would be doi~ it an inlu..qice to class it find in tlle neat little 'I'Olume jtt$l puN.-.::..be-..:. .:. 

:~~ :~ ~~~ rln~~bt:slee!r~ag~·~:-.. J; ~~Se':.t o~~~~l.~7!-~Ra~ £ -

well-known popular treatise oa the law of re.U 

THE HISTORY OF CREATION, a Popular Account of the DeYe' 
ment of the Earth and its Inhabitants, accordinLJo the theories or Kaat. l.aF"­
Lamarck, and Darwin. By Professor Ernst Hfeckel of the U aiY<:rSit:r of }<'­
'I'he Translation revised by E. Bay Lankester, •• A. With Coloured Pbtr; ~ 
Genealogical Trees of the various groups of both plants and animals. 2 wols. Po.: , 

(PTri"'" 

THE HISTORY OF THE EVOLUTION OF MAN. By ~J 
Hmckel. Translated by E. A. Van Bhyn and L. Elaberg, lIILD. (';;o.~' 
sily of New Y.,..k), with Notes and Additions s:uJctioned by the Authoc. P<* E .... 

A New Edition. 
CHANGE OF AIR AND SCENE. A Physician's Hints about Do.."t)-, 

Patient., Hygi~ne. and Society; with Notes of Excursions for health in the ~ 
and amongst the Watering-places of France (Inland and Seaward), S~ C "". 
and the Mediterranean. By Dr. Alphonse Donne. Large post s".... Price:.: 

" A very readable and ..mc:eable book • • . "1 .. A singularly pJoas.at and ~ :5 ... 
The ft'al value ofit is to be found in the accurate instructive book apout bcaItIL ---G......,c$TI. 
And minute inlonnalion ~"~n with rrgard to a .. A \'a!uable and alJnost c~ opa.U ~ .... 
~e number of places Which have gain~ a repu- for the continental tourist keking hcaltt:o. "-L 
tatioo on the continent (or their mineral waters." J (}IUlrln"/,)t Rnrinv. -AI" Nail G«;:<Ite. 

New and Enlarged E4ition. 
MISS YOUMANS' FIRST BOOK OF BOTANY. ~: .. 

cultivate the observing powers of Children. With 300 Engravings. Crown 8..-0. Pr_' . 
"It Is but rarely that a school·book appean \ First Book of Botany ..•. It has beoa ",,.,.. 

whleh is at once 50 novel in plan. so succeS$f'ul in welcomed as 3 timely aDd in~ble ~ 
execution. and so suited to the ~eral .... nt. as to to the lmprovf;llleDt of ~ ed..uua. '-

l!~l~u~~J!~i"~~ fu~d C:~l~::e~:s~~=. A{a"Ga,"U~. 

A DICTIONARY AND GLOSSARY OF THE KOR-AN. ,,. 
copious Grammatical References and Explanations of the TCJtt. By Kajor ; i 
Penrice, B.A ... to. Price .u. I 

.. The book Is mu,ly to allS...,r I.. purpose In 'IlI00th1n1( a begUm,," road i10 ~-,: I 
Kor-Au. "-A'tuJ~m.Y. I 

MODERN GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE. By T. G. ~acbl:-' 
Crown 8vo. Price 5$. : 

.. The reader wUl find some of tbe most lmpor'l .. This ~latful Iinle book Is ~ . 
tant doctrines of eminent art t~Rchc:rs practically perusal of all mterested ia an GIl' ~.:: 

=g~ ~ ~~;'~t~;~~~~~~~~ten and ~andard. i 

CHOLERA: HOW TO AVOID AND TREAT IT. Popular 1: I 
Practical Notes by Henry Blanc, M.D. Crown 8vo. Price 4'. 6d. 

.. A very practical manual. bised oa. experience and careful o1:J&.enation. fuB of eac~ !'-- . .:- I 
most da.n.g.erous d1sease." -SMntl4rri. 
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W()T'Rs Pu"'is/rd by Jimry S. King c,.. (;g., 

THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

Th~folltnlJing is a List of/he Volumes already published. 

Fourth Edition. 

9 

I. THE FORMS OF WATER IN CLOUDS AND RIVERS, 
ICl!l AND. GLACIlIIRB. By J. Tyndall, LL.D., l!'.B.S. With 06 Illus­
tratlons. Price 51. 

Second Edition. 
II. PHYSICS AND POLITICS; OR, THOUGHTS ON THE ApPLICATION 

OP' THE PRINClPLaS 0 .. II N ATURAt. SXLHCTION JJ AND U INHKRtTANCB" TO POLITICAL 
SOCIRTV. By Walter Ballehot. Price +t. 

Third Edition. 
III. FOODS. By Dr. Edward Smith. Profusely Illustrated. Price Ss. 

Thinl Edition. 
IV. MIND AND BODY; THE THEORIES OF THEIR RELATION. By 

Alexander Bam, LL.D., Professor of Logic at the University of Aberdeen. 
With Four Illustrations. Price +t. 

Fourth Edition. 
V. THE STUDY OF SOCIOLOGY. By Herbert Spenoer. Price ss. 

Third Edition. 
VI. THE CONSERVATION OF ENERGY. 

Balfour Stewart. With Fourteen Engravings. Price 51. 
By Professor 

Second Edition. 
VII. ANIMAL LOCOMOTION; or, Walking, Swimming, and Flying. 

By J. Bell PettigTew, M.D., l!'.B.S. With 119 IUu>trations. Price ss. 
Second Edition. 

VIII. RESPONSIBILITY IN MENTAL DISEASE. 
Henry lII[a. udaley. Price 5'. 

By Dr. 

Second Edition. 
IX. THE NEW CHEMISTRY. By Professor Josiah P. Cooke, 

of the Hasvard University. With Thirtv·one Illustrations. Price 51. 
Second Edition. 

X. THE SCIENCE OF LAW. By Pro!. Sheldon Amos. Price 5s. 
Second Edition. 

XI. ANIMAL MECHANISM. A Treatise on Terrestrial and Aerial 
Locomotion. By Professor E. J. lII[arey. With 117 Illustration.. Price 5" 

XII. THE DOCTRINE OF DESCENT AND DARWINISM. By 
Profeasor Oscar Schmidt (Straaburg University). Illustrated. Price 51. 

XIII. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGION 
AND SCIENCE. By. John William Draper, M.D., LL.D. Professor in 
the University of New York; Author of .. A Treatise on H wnaD Physiology." Price 51. 

XIV. THE CHEMICAL EFFECTS OF· LIGHT AND PHOTO­
GRAPHY, IN THEIR APPLICATION TO ART, SCIENCE. AND INDUS­
TRY. By Dr. Hermann Vogel (Polytechnic Academy of Berlin). With 74 
Illustration •• 

XV. OPTICS. By Professor Lommel (University of Erlangen). Profusely 
Illustrated. 

XVI. FUNGI: THEIR NATURE, INFLUENCES, USES, ac. 
By lII[. C. Cooke, M.A., LL.D. Edited by the Bev. lII[. J. Berkeley, 
•• A., l!'.L.S. Profusely lUustsated. 
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10 Works Publislled /Iy Henry S. King c,.. Co., 

THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SUIES-COntUruni. 

Forthcoming Volumes. 

011 Pazuloea ill the ADimal Kingdom. 

Prot W. XINGDOM OLlFl!'ORD, M.A. 
Th. FInt Prindples or the ElI8Ct Sdem: .. ca· 

pImIlecI to the .......... theIaadcal 

Prof. T. H. HUXLlIIY, LL.D .. F.lLS. 
Bodily Motion and Collliclousness. 

Dr. W. B. OABPlIINTlIlB, LL.D., F.:a.S. 
The PhysIcal Geogcapby or the Sea. 

ftof. WILLIAK OLLING, F.lLS. 
The Old Cbemlsuy viewed from the New Stand· 

poiIlL 

W. LAtrDER LINDSAY, M.D., F.B.S.lII. 
MInd In the Lower AnImals. 

S~ JOHN Lt1BBOCK, Barl., F.lLS. 
The Antiquity or Man. . 

ftof. W. T. TlqBllLTON DYIlB, B.A., 
B.SC. 

Form aDd HabIt In FkrwerIng Plmts. 

Mr. J. N. LOCXYIlB, F.B.B. 
Spectrum Analysis: some or its recent res" 

Prof. KlCHAJIlL FOSTlIlB, M.D. 
Protoplasm and tbe Cell Tbeory. 

ftof. W. STANLEY J1IIVONS. 
MODey: and the M_ or ExI:hancc-

H. CHARLTON BASTIAN, M.D.,FAB. 
The Brain as lID Organ or Mind. 

Prof. A. C. RAMSAY, LL.D., F.B.B. 

~~~:':i ~~~r::Y::eO~~~~!:i 
bow thC7 have been Destroyed. 

Prof. RtrDOLPH VIBOHOW (Berlin Univ.) 
Morbid PbJSloloKkal Actio ... 

Prof. CLAtrDE BERNARD. 
Pbyofcal nod MctapbJSical _ or Lire. 

Prot B:. SAIN9·CLAIRlII DBVlLLE. 
An Introducdon to General Chemistry. 

ftot. WURTZ. 
A_.,.d the A_c Thee.,.. 

Prof. DE QUATBIlFAGEB. 
The NCI(rO Races. 

ftot LACAZE·DUTlIDIIBS. 
Zoolou oince Cuvi ... 

Prot. BERTlDIILOT. 
Cbemical Synthesis. 

ftot J. BOSB1I'J1BAL. 
GeIIeraJ Pb)~ or-.:s_ Men ... 

Prot. JAMES D. DANA. M.A.. LL.D. 
Oa~' • .::_~~ &0, 

Prof. S. W. JOHNSON, M..A. 
On the Nutrition Dr P\.lnts. 

Prof. AUSTIK FLINT, h. K.D. 
The Nervous System aud Its Rc:Iuio::l tc ~ 

Bodily FunctioDs. 

Prof. W. D. WHITlUIY. 
Modem UaopIstic ScIeDcc. 

Prof BERNSTEIN (University of H.Il,~ 
PII";oIogy or the SeD-. 

Prot. J!'ERDINAND COHN (Breslaut"z::, 
ThaIlopbytes IAJc-e. Uch ...... F~ 

Prot :B:EBMAItN (U~ oL Zouid!~ 
~ .. piratioD. 

Prot LEUCKART (University oC Le;poic} 
Outlln"OrA_~ 

Prof. LIJlBREIOH (University oL Bcriio). 
Outlines of TO>Iicok>gy. 

Prot JrolmT (Universityor~·. 
On Sound. 

Prot. 1\lIJ!lS (Ullivenity of Ed..,..). 
On Paruillic Pion ... 

Prof. STlIlINTHAL (Uni~ of Bcri:.=} 
OuWnes or the Science of ~ 

P. BERT (Proressor or Physiology, pm. 
Forms or ur ..... d other CosmIcal e...-

111. ALGLAVlII (ProCessor or ~ 
and Administrative Law at n-; ..-I'-
Political ~y at loiUe). • 

The Primitive ElemCIIIs of PoIitkaI c-.:t.-=: 

P. LORAIN (Professor of ~ ~ .. 
Modem Epidemlcs. 

Prot. SCHUTUNBaBG:aa (Direct", :. I 
the Chemical Laboratory at &he s.on-x~ , 

On Fcnraea.tadoas. 

M ...... FBJI:IDJiL. 
Tbe Functions of OrgaDk: ~. 

Mona. DIlBBAY. ".. 
Precious Metals. 

MOD&. P. BLASlIIBl'{-' ~ in &. 
University or ROIIIe.) 

011 Solllld; The ~ orVoic;e _ el He.a:r.:. 
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Worlu Publislzd by He1lry S. Kiltg c,.. C(J., II 

ESSAyS AND LECTURES. ---THE BETTER SELF. Essays for Home Life. By the Author of "The 
Geatlc Life." Cro_ 8..... dIr. 

A CLUSTER OF LIVES. By Alice Xing, Author of "Queen of 
Herself," &c. CrowD 8vo. _ 7" 6tl 

CoMTIlNT9.-Vittoria CoIonna-MadalM RicuDier-A I>aacb*er of the Stuarts­
Dante-Madame de ~gn~....,. Chavce ....... Edaaunci S~ Cook' .. 
CompADion-Ariooto-Luaaia Borgia-Ptotran:h-Cemmtes-Joan of Arc-Galileo­
Madame Cottin-Sonr; 01 the Bird in the Garden of .ArmIda. 

SeIXllld Edition. 

IN STRANGE COMPANY; or, The Note Bookofa RcrviDgConapondent. 
By James Greenwood, .. The Amateur Casual." Crown 8vo. 60 • 

.. A bright. Ilvel, boolc.·-,5'imIUrd. I .. Some of the pa,.......-... at o.r\es ~ .. H .. &IItbe_ ... or......,.,,·~ OII~_~·--.. 

MASTER·SPIRITS. By Robert BuohaJl.aD. Post SVo. lOt. 6d. 
.. Good Books .... the precious life.b~ of Master·SpiriIs."-MiIIMo. 

.. Pull or _ aDd Tlprous wriIIn&'. _ IS can I .. A very pleasaDt aDd readable --• • 
GIll, bo prodaced by a man of kceJa. dd iAcJepcD- .Ex«",'-,,". 
dentintetlect."-$4brIrd.v /lninll. "Mr. Bucba.Aaa Is a writer wbose boob the 

.. WritteD with a beauty of Ian"""ge aad a spirit crltics ::f ....... l'" _ wltb salIUctI ...... both 
::oT~e~~t!'~.~ even iA OW' best liYiDa' manly artiMic. "-H.",. 

GLANCES AT INNER ENGLAND. A Lecture deliTered in the United 
States and Canada. By Edward J~, •• P., Author o£"Ginx's Baby,"&c. 
Crown 8vo. Price SS. 

"These ',KIaI!ces' ezhiblt mach of the author'sl rapier~lke epl(lTalllS ills, thouebtfulOlld just It 15 
clumu:teristic dIscr_ _ Jadcmeat."- ill......,. respects." -E_. 
EdinbN'7{JJ c-rr..... "l!Ioquoat _ "'"'1'lUII1IIatk:." - mustraUd 

wClerii-1r wriaea, IiIII 01 tine adaces aDd 1IIrI_. 
OUR LAND LAWS. Short Lectures deliTered before the Working Men's 

c.o.p. By '.l'. Lean W llJrSnwm. Crown Iro, limp cJo~. .... 
.. A YeTJ baDIIy aDd ~ ~ 01 .... __ ,riIIdpIIIo oIuIatIajr __ ·-5I4_rd. 

AN ESSAY ON THE CULTURE OF THE OBSERVING 
POWERS OF CHILDREN, especially in connection with the Study of Botany. ~ 
BU.. A. Y01Dll&nB. Ediled, with N otcs and a Seppl.ment, by JON 
~. p.e.p., Author of "LecNres on the Science and Art of Educadon," 0. 
Crown 8vo. os. 64. 

"TlUs sbidy, accordiDa" tober ~DlCIIltbe I flowers at first hand. DOt m«Ze1)" to be informed or 
=~~~h:p=i1~:n~~or obse":~:~ G!!~eJ:s have seen and aaIWDed. "-FaU Mill' 
Is to "'. aDd eumiae tbio properties of p1aIlts and 

THE GENIUS OF CHRISTIANITY UNVEILED. Being Essays' 
~ William Godwin, Author of" Political Justice," &0. Edited with a preface {,y , :. ,.!~ t~a~. mo~ ~1~~'!7' ~iIy 71 • ~. deliberate tbooqrhts 01 Codwia des,,"e to 
thaD WiWam God~. or expressed their reaec-I be put belore the world lor readtng and considera.-
tieDs with more siIIIplicitJ aDd UDraI:I'ft,." tioa..··-AIAmIIHm. 

aJtllMlfUwr. 

'WORKS BY JOSEPH PAYNE, Professor of the Science and Art of 
Ed ucation to the College of Preceptors. ' 

THK TRl1" .·OUNDATION OF ScI"NC" TRACHING. A Lecture deliveed at the 
College of Preceptors. avo, sewed, 64. 

TH" SctKHCR AND AaT OF EDUCATIOIf. A Lecture introductory to a .. Course 
of Lectures ~ Lessons to Teachers on the Science, Art, and Hiltary of Education," 
d.li_ed at the College of Preceptors. avo, sewed, &I. 

F.BEL AND THE KINDERGARTBN SYSTEM 0" ELBIIBHTARV EDUCATION. A 
Lecture delivered at the College of Preceptors. 8vo, sewed, &I. 

65, Cornhill; and 12, Paternqste1"' .&nll, Lmd6n. 



IZ W /1T"ks Published by Hmry S. Killg c;.. Co., 

MILITARY WORKS. 

MOUNTAIN WARFARE, filustrated by the Campaign of 1799 in Switze­
!aDd, being a translation of the Swiss N arrati ve compaled from me wodES of the An:hdu:'. 
Charles, Jomini, and oChers. Also of Notes by Geilenll H. Dufour OIl the Campaip:>f 
the Vatt<:line in 1635. By KaJor-General Shadwell, O.B. With Appeacfu. 
Maps, and Introductory Remarks. 

This work bas beea prepared fM the pwpose of iIIW11nabag br the weJl.-bowR can­
pajp of 1799 in Switzeriand, the true method of conductiag warfue in mauD~' 
countries. Many of the scenes of this contest are anDually Yisited by English tourists, '",," 
are in themselves fun of intereSt; but the special object of the volume is to attract !!Ie 
attantioo of the young officers of our anny to this branch of -nare, especially of those:. 
whose lot may hereafter be cast. and who may be called upon to take part in operatim; 
apiDat the Hill Tribes of our extensive Indian frontier. 

RUSSIA'S ADVANCE EASTWARD. Based on the Official Reports 01 
Lieu!. Hugo Stumm, German MiIi~ Attach6 to the Khivan Expedition. To which;' 
appended oCher InfonnatioD OIl the Snl>.tect, and a MinuIe Ac:cOUDl of the R ........ Anny_ 
By capt. O. B. E. Vincent, F.B.G.S. o-n a.o. WIIh Map.. ~. 

"Captain V_I acc:oaat of the impnnoe-I_t Stamm's nan'aIhe or ODe or the moot !lrJ-

~f"':l."e"'~I:=~:"~&::,-:"~~ ~~"':!!""Z_~...: T~~C:: 
of useful material for tbe consideration or those I under MllutID. of the llussian ArmT. F .... bonL ... 

~~~~..!~Ats~::,~eshe was1eft =r:;...;,.~:::e::~~~~ 
.. EYeD more Inten:stlDg. perhaps. tbaA Lieu- ment. --ertJ;lrlc. 

THE VOLUNTEER, THE MILITIAMAN, AND THE 
BJIIGULAB SOLDIER: a Conseryati"" V ...... of the Armies of EuttIaDd. l'tiz_ 
Present, and Future. as Seen in January, 1874. By.A Publio School Boy. • '""'­
Crown 8vo. Price s,r. 

" Deserves special attention. • • • It Is a good I sleps In the growt!l of the l1!>&n.h .."." rrom tt< 
and compact little work. and treats the whole time of the Anglo-Saxons.. The W'I'ica' IS at gft'r 
~ iI1 a clear. iI1tc1licible. aad ratioaal _y_ paiI1s to e .. ",1De tbe real faas cm>~ cnlb:-

R'tros::':.!"';'hi~~ =~,:mm:.: =,p<::.n~y:l!!"W~~~"""'x 
THE OPERATIONS OF THE GERMAN ENGINEERS AND 

!9IOBNIa.&L TBOOPS Dr TlDII :l'B.A.NOO·G.:aK.AlIt WAR a. l870·'lL 
By Oapt • .A. TOIl Qaet.. Translated by Col. G. Graham. Demya-. WiU 
SIX Plans. 

THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST ARMY, UNDER GRN. 
VOB So.r.Il'I"VJIlTZ. By lII[aJor TOIl Schell. Translated by captabL B. O. 
EolliBt. With Three Maps. Demy iYO. Price lOf. 6d. 

II The yolume is 01 aomewhat too tec1mka1 a ~eral map of tile ~ of tile. AnI Anln._ 
In;;:':'~ ~'}"'t=~ ImportaDt aCCOODt or the I ~~ u'rin:: ~l>y ~ c:;:. 
=~~~=:'!u.to6udtbelt~ ~~~_~~~ aadorthe~ 

THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST ARMY UNDER GEN. 
VOB GO:IIBEB_ By KaJor von Schell. TransIa&ocI by Col. O. H. "YOJl 
Wright. Four Maps. Dany 8vo. Price ~. 

"10 _dud..... oor _ of this Instructive, bas be soc:ceedecI. IIW It llli«bt ~ be Imagizo" 

~hk!:;.::::·!:=o~~:~:;:: = ~n:!.m.'-: ~~'" '! 
~ad=::edt~:-Soia~~~ :be~~~th:t'1~Ji~-Y 

THE OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST ARMY UNDER GEN. 
VOB KAl'I"TlIIU:I'FliIL. By OoL Oount EUrm&DD von WarteDale~ 
Chief of the Staff of the First Anny. Translated by Oolonel O. JL TOIl Wright. 
With Two Maps. Demy 8vo. Price 91. 

"VO!1' dear. ~ yet ...ua.tly IDStruc:tive'l estlmablenlueor belall' ... _ --..._ =­
h this_ ~. It is DOl overladea wttb. useless de· cord or operations actuallywfbaessed. b7 the ilUt!tor 
tails. b writteo ID good taste, aud ___ the In· supplemented byollidalclocumeats.·-..... tAnww .. 

65, Cornltill; c;.. 12, PaternQster BO'1II, Lotu/qn. 
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MILITARY WOioKs-continutd. 
THE GERMAN ARTILLERY IN THE BATTLES NEAR METZ 

Based OD the official reports of the German Artillery. By Oapta.1n Ho1rbauer, 
Instructor in the German Artillery and Engineer School. Translated by Oapt. E. O. 
Holliat. Demy 8vo. With Map and Plans. Price 21$. 

an~ Cap=bJ~~::~ stJf~-;u:rh~O~~mS:S!: I :~~e~<!,~:!i!e~:';~~t~~: 
and f!Wowauthors.a.nd it suBersr.o~iD the bands the subject, its value camwt well be overrated. "-

~~.lI~H!'=':;~e ~:::r~~"':U~~r.:f : A~. ' 

.THE OPERATIONS OF THE BAVARIAN ARMY CORPS. 
By Oaptain Hugo Helng. Translated by Oaptain G. S. Schwabe. 
With 5 large Maps. In 2 vols. Deroy 8vo. Price "+t . 

.. It contains ~uch material lhat mal' ~e use-I and that the translator )au pcrConned his work 

~ct~~fU:i~~:\~r~D,:~h:rf:rk:,d !:'(~~ ~Cap:lnta~l;':;';:~:~~. weB to trauslate it. 
&-=~ed ~'s::l :c~t::le ~ the.::: i ~~u~.,~tion iii admirably ~ecuted. --hU 

AUSTRIAN CAVALRY EXERCISE. From an Abridged Edition 
compiled by CAPTAIN ILLIA WOINOVITS, of the General StaB", on the Tactical Regula. 
tions of the Austrian Anny, and prefaced ~a General Sketch of tile Organisation, &c., 
of the Cavalry. Trans\ated by Oapta.1n W. S. Cooke. CrOWD 8vo, cloth. Price 7$ . 

.. Amonr the oral .... bl. group of works on the I' Austrian Canby Ezerclse· will hold. rood aad 
mDitary tactics o( the chief States of Europe which useful pJace."-JI'UlIn'"slu' Rnn""'. 
M ...... KiDr are publishing. a smalllIeatise on 

Histl1l'Y oftlu Organisation, Epipmmt, and War Services of 
THE REGIMENT OF BENGAL ARTILLERY. Compiled from 

Publisbed Official and other Recordsl ~d various r.rivate sources, by Jll[ajor Prancis 
W. Stubbs, ROla\ (Iato Bengal) Artillery. Vo. I. will contain WAR S"BRVIC&S. The 
Second Volume ... 111 be publislied separately, and will contain the HISTQJlV 01' THE 
ORGANISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF THE REGIMENT. In 2 vols. 8vo. With Maps 
and Plans. [Prtjtlrinc. 

VICTORIES AND DEFEATS. An Attempt to explain the Causes which 
have led to them. An Officer'. Manual. By 001. lL. P. Andel'llon. 8vo. '+t • 

.. The _ 011= should ban It a1 .... ys at I .. Th. Pl'eseat book _ that he II a dlllpnt 
hand to open anywhere and read a bit. and we student of mbltary hlst0rY. hJa, lI1u.stratiODS ranging 
warrant him that let that bit be ever so small it over a wide 6eh1. and lDd~ ancient and mo" 
C:,.E;.~" ~~. far aD ~"s thinIdDc· "- clem Indian ad EW'OpCaIlo arCo"-st.tulQrtL 

THE FRONTAL ATTACK OF INFANTRY. By Oapt. La7Jll8.lll1, 
Inalructor of Tactics at the Military College, N eWe. Translatod by Colonel 
Edward Newd1gate. CroWD Bvo, limp cloth.. Price u. 6d. 

ab~A~!~mJf~ ~~~~;. ~b:::;: I ~ca!" .. :-:,~ ';i,c:e'=~an~ !,h.!nC:ci;:te".l 
It recounts, in the first placet the otrin1oDS and etrect ~he fin:; and how, accordioclr.. troops 
tactical lormatloDs .. hich regulated ibe German should be trained to attaclt iD I'utuno ...... ·-N .... I 
army duriDe the euly battlCio of the late war ; ex· and Murlar:! GIld". 

ELEMENTARY MILITARY GEOGRAPHY, RECONNOITRING, 
.AlO> SDTOHING. Coml!!led for Non-Commissioned OfficetS and Soldins or an 
Arms. By Capt. O. E. H. Vincent. Square cr. 8vo. 2$. 6d . 

.. This maauaI takes iDto view the nec .. ty of \lanrualrO. definitions of varieties or ground and the 
nety soldier kDO"W"lDa" how to read a military map. .eh-antages tb~reseJlt In warfare, t~ether with 

~o!~t~o:::,: :~:~c,,!,: ~:nro: N=1'!~~/Jl:":~x:e:mutary lketchiDc"'-
thio necessity b1 ginnc-. in terse aDd sensible 

THREE WORKS BY LIEUT,·COL, THE HON. A. ANSON, 
V.O., M.P. 

Till! ABOLITION OF PURCHASE AND THE I ARMV REsERVES AND MILITIA REPORMS. 
ARMV RIIGULATION BILL OP 1B71. CroWD Crown Ivo. Sewed. Price One Shilling. 
8vo. Price One Shilling. THE STORY 0 .. THB SUPBRSESSIONS, CroWn 

Bvo. Price Sixpence. 

(iii, CQmhill,' c,.. 12, Paler!uJster R()W, LonII4n. 
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MILITARY 'VORKS-I:D1IIi"wd. 

THE OPERATIONS OP THE SOUTH ARMY IN ,}ANUAI' 
AlIID DBBl1ABY. 187L CoaapiIed f.- the Q8icial W ... Dacy "Colic H:.: 
quartan of the Southe", Army. By COlUlt Irermazm von W~ 
Colonel in tbe Pro-sial> Geaeral StaB". Tra.aoIa!ed b.J Colcmel C. lL ~ W~ 
DaaJ ..... with Map&. UoiCuaa with the abavc. Price 6r. 

STUDIES IN THE NEW INFANTRY TACTICS. Parts L «:: 
~:r W. von Soherfr. Tnmslated ..... the c;- by Oolcmel LoU; 

• Demy 8vo. Price 7'. 611. 
"no .... Ject 0( the re5f>OCtiYe act .... tageo 011 mIra~ -, Indeed. - _ """ ...... 

attKk .. d defence. and of the methods ill _bkh It to be decl.dedl, superior to ~ -.oft. ~ .:: 

~~.J."':} :,,~= '=:'1. ~~;"'...dnd,: ~~ - _..:.-co;-

Second Edition. Revised and Corrected. 
TACTICAL DEDUCTIONS FROM THE WAR OF Ja,o-jl. ~­

Captain A. von BotrU.awaki. T~ by Colonel LlIlIIIIMr CIrab&:. 
lale .8th (Royal Irish) Regiment. Demy Svo. UDiform with the:at.o- -"l'ri...-e-,:. 

"We -. without _Y. Impress bnIn _, theCenwr.ArmIes· .... 'T_ Ded..:br 
r-boatrIIl iII~e BritJsb Senotce, and we...... we haoe h...., attldoed Ia ~ IIIi5:a<,- co-

~~Jl·=:~(t.'ThS:O~ ==~=~ ic~:r,_ 
THE ARMY OF THE NORTH-GERMAN CONFEDERATIO~ 

A Brief Descri~ of its Organization. of the di6ereBt Braaches 01 die Sonice. ~ 
their "R&le" ID War. of its Mode of FightiDg._ac. By a ~ ~ 
Traulaleci fro .. the GermaD by Col. Bd:ward Jlewdi&"ate. Dealy __ Po:< , 

tile ..... .olumesalt. 'Gcrmaa. MiUtary ~ pntIoa ~ ~qp c ' • h==* ... .: 
U The ...... Is quI.e essential to the run use 0( I study •••• ne --,p... - --

::~:":::::-~~".l--u:.:~~n';;!~ct;1~_. ~ :::: ~ ... ~: • ..,. __ 01 the book desGTeS _ _ 

THE OPERATIONS OF THE GERMAN ARMIES IN FRANCE. 
~I/[ SIlDAN TO THE ]liND 01' THE WAB 01' 1870-'lL ",tb ~~ 
Official Ma'h.!!:'edthe J oumals of the Head-quarters StaJ!. by lIItaJ or WlliisIt 
Bl_ by B ••• Jonea, M.rJai -.dl 1'001. _ p",,- .,; ll-=­
HJotory. SucIhunt. Demy 8_ Price ,.. 
UTIIa_lool_""ee0dt7 tOtbe _/ oI __ .... --__ -por,. 
~~':J!:-~1o_0I111P_· ~It~=~.:..~ 

MTIIe_oI ..... __ lalts IiagIIoh ""_01 .... __ 111 .... _=-
__ the moot n1uable acIcIition to ..... siock baa yotaw-red. • ....-... ....... 

HASTY INTRENCHMENTS. By Colonel ~. Brta'.fta..& TJusIalr 
by u.u. CharlM A. lImpIon, B.A. W"dh Nine PIatIos. Dca7 a-. Pric .. A ..... ble_to~_" "~ ______ : 

-1f!':''-cIIIptonltct-.-_ l::t bi .... O~..:.:.~ ';=::" I'ortocmblc _bes, WItIIu.e best_ad = _ .. ___ .. "" ' 
~~~"':~~~ - .. ?~~!~~ 
OD the field oCbaltlo. "-u..,w SWTI'ia 11£",.._. won:. "~. 
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MILITARY WORKs-continued. 

CAVALRY FIELD DUTY. By ~r-GeD81'&l ... on Xirall. TrallSlated 
by Oaptain Frank S. BlUIeell, 14th (Kings) Hussars. Cr. avo, cloth limp. 78. 6<1 • 

.. We have no boot on ca~ dut1e5 tbet at aU 

:~~~ = ~":n.~m:!i'~ 
atJIIt)'. In Its pages win be ~ J>IaIn "' ..... ctlom 
lor every ~rtton of dutJ.': before t .... e enemy that • =.ba= ~o~~~ ~u~~ ~d 

lateUigently, bls YaJue to the ann,.. we are confi. 
dent. must be inaeased one hUDdredfold. Skir~ 

=~. cht:rc\~~ies~' r:~v::;:nJd b: 
pt1lctised at, a'tld bow to perform these duties 
eft'ecth-ely is what the boOk teaches."-UnJ1ed 
Sn_lIqtUi .... 

INDIA AND THE EAST. 

THE THREATENED FAMINE IN BE·NGAL; How IT MAY BE 
M11"T, AND THE RIlCUIIRIINCE 01' FAMINES IN INDIA PRltVltNTED. Being No. I of 
.. Occasional Notes on Indian Main." By Sir R. Bartle E. Frere, G.O.B., 
G.a.8.1., '". &0. C<OWD 8vo. With 3 Maps. Price 5>. 

THE ORIENTAL SPORTING MAGAZINE. A Reprint of tlle first 
5 Volumes, in 2 Volumes. demy 8vo. Price 28s • 

.. L_ of sport will find ample -- ia I spedmms or !be animal world loa their native 
the varied contents oftbcse two TOlumcs. --.Alina'" jungle. It ill sddom we get so 1I1&D)" exci~ Incl. 
rntiUrH NaIl. dents in D. similar amount of space .•. WeD suited 

U FuD of interest (or the sportsrl)aD and naturaJ... to tbe libraries of countJy gentlemen and all those 
1st. FuM of tlorillbog a_to .... of orortsm"" wbo "ho are _oed iD lPOrtlac maUers. "-eWiJ 
have attIIdted the fiercest sad moot glpntic &rofat GII_. 

Seccad EditioD, Reviled and Corrected. 
THE EUROPEAN IN INDIA. A Hand·book of Practical Information 

{or tbose proceed.ini to, or residing in, the East Indi .... relating to Outfits, Routes, 
T ...... for Departure, Indian (.1imate, &c. By Edmund C. P. Rull. With a 
Mlt1>tCAL GUn>lt FOR AIIGLO-INDlAIIL Being a Compeudium of Advice to Euro.P!'ans 
in India, relating to tbe Preservation and Regulation of tbeir Health. To wblcb is 
added a Supplement on the M~ of Child.en in India. By R. S. l!Ilalr, 
X.D., F.:a.O.S.E., Iatc Deputy Coroner of Madras. In I voL Poot 8vo. Price 6s. 

~::r::: ::::l::t,::~:s'~;bh'~ ~=)' :::nt':~o~~Te"c~:7n~!C 
I~ FuD of all IIOrts of usefaI ".conaatlan to tbe I commoa .-e. It suppUes a WaDt which few 

la. India-valuable (or its sound information. fts the book haw: been mastered. The medical part 
careful array or pertinent £acts. and its sterU0i' oltbe work is IDvaJuable:·-Ca~ GlUJriJi'an. 

I MEDICAL· GUIDE FOR ANGLO-INDIANS. Being a Compendium 
of Advice to Europeans in India, relating to the Preservation and R~flUlaLion of tbeir 
Health. With a Su~lement on the Maoagomen! of ClUldren in India. By B. S. l!IlaJ,rJ 
•• D.,lI'.B.O.8.E.,1ateDepueyComDerofMadras. Post S'rO. Jimpdoth. Price 31. Ott. 

T AS-HfL UL KALAM; OR, HINDt1STANI MADE EAsy. By Captain 
W. B ••• Roiro7d, BeDpl Staff Corpe, Director of Public InatnactioD. Pnnjab. 
CroWD 8vo. Price 5>. 

I. As dear and as Instructive as possible. "-I mation. that Is not to be found In any other work 
StmuI"rd. on the ~ct tIIat Ilu _oar patl1. "-H_ 

I. ContaiDs a creat deal 01 most: Decc"ISUJ' lafore 'tIIQrd Mail. 

EASTERN EXPERIENCES. By L. Bowrinw, O.S.I., Lord Canning's 
Private Secretary, and for many years Chief Commissioner of Mysore and Coorg. 
Illustrated with Maps and Diagrams. Demy 8vo. Price t6t. 

UAD __ ad ...-me ~h1caJ, I "TbIs c-' ad methocHcaJ ~ or the 
political, and industrtal StJI"fty.--AIMHftIIt. JDOIt authen6c InlonDatioa. relaq to countnes 

ulntere:sdair ~eD to the l'e1aeral reader. but whose welfare Is hadJDate1y ccmnected willa our 

~'::=:'=i:lat:;'~~ ."....~-. 
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INDIA AND THE EAST-conti"wrI. 
EDUCATIONAL COURSE OF SECULAR SCHOOL BOO~ 

:roB INDIA. Edited by J. S. Laurie, of the 1_ Temple. ~~. 
(annerly H.M. Inspector of Scbools, England; Assistant Ro]"l CQmmissio-er. be:.=. 
Special Commissioner, African Settlement; Director of Public 1IIStnacU..., CqoIno:. 

fI These valuable little works will proyc 0( real I who iuteDd ~ the Chil Serric:e d l~ • -
servkc to many of our readers. especiaDy to tb.o5c CitlilSvPia~. 

Tile fl//qwjng Works are ntIW retJtiJl:-

TBl1I lI'IRS'l! BINDUB'l!ANI 6. d',1 GJlOGBAPIIY OJ!' nfDYA" ,..;u" 
READl\IR, stiKlinen wnlpper. . 0 6 Mal!" aDd Historical A~. 

TBl1I 00010) BINDUBTANI tracuJ& the growth .c the - tlri:itJo 
RB.ADJlR, .tiK linen wrapper • • 0 6 Empire in Hindustau. .. 8 pp. doa I 

In llu Prus. 
lIILJlIDIRTABY GlIIOGRAPllY OPIPAO'l!BAlU):n:.6.".rUB.l&S OJ!' IlQl:A! 

INDIA. BIB'l!OBY, in a series of aIuno:-. 
ReacIin& Lessons aud M=-y ~ 

Second Edition. 
WESTERN INDIA BEFORE AND DURING THE MUTINIES 

Pictures drawn from life. By KaJor-Gen. Sir GeoI'8'8 La GraDd Jecot 
]['O.S.I., C.B. In I vol. CrOWD SYo. Price 76. 6d. 

.. The most important contribution to the hlst.:wy I .. Few meD more COIIl{l«eat tha.a. hia::....~, ...... 
01 Western IDdIA during the Mutinies which bas autborbativc)y COIKCI1WIC' J..adi,;m ~ .-..liI. 
yct, In a po.,war rorm, bee .. mad. public."- ""n. 
AtMI,lluHI. 

EXCHANGE TABLES OF STERLING. AND INDIAN RUPE! 
CURRENCY, UPON A NEW AND EXTENDED SYSTEM, embracing Values fros l .. 
Farthing to One Hundred Thousand Pounds, aad at rates ~g ia ~ , 
a Penny! from IS. gd. to os. -yi. per Rupee. By Donald l!'ra8er. ~ t::= 
British ndian Steam Navigation Company, LUBited. RoyalBYo. Price __ 6.: 

.. The cakulatlons must have entailed Rn:at I housawhlch haYedcalinp_h __ ........,o1~ 
labour on the author, but the work is one which we the ru~ and the Englbh pcJQDd .-e !il&. .. 
fancy must become a standard one ia aU bus;a.ess coins Of C\lI'I'CJ1CY. "-Itr'llWNUS ~. 

BOOKS/or the YOUNG and/or LENDING LIBRARJD 
~ 

NEW WORKS BY HESBA STRETTON. 

THE WONDERFUL LIFE. Fcap. 8vo. With a Map and m~:­
Frontispiece. os. 6d. [1 .. 1 I_ 

. This illght and brief sketch Is merelY the stO;?; or the nr. and death of our Lord.. It hoo t< 

;'tt;,r:dth=te~ i~rde~t~tr~~!:'c:! f~ ~~n~~!~~~= ~A~r; 
aearched ~ntly for the unallest links wbleb ~e to coa~ the cbaia of those ~, . 

g:r=:~;-:J=t:;:=~~(:t:se dOse ~::&~ ~~:-a.:~~~ 
plain ~dDUOU5 oarrath"e, suitable {or unlearned readers. ~ 

CABSY. Twentieth Thousand. With Six Illustrations. 11. fxI. 

THE KING'S SERVANTS. Twenty-eighth Thousand. With Ei£' 
Illustrations. IS. 6d. 

Part I.-FaitbfuI in Little. Part n.-Unfaithful. Part III. -Faitbfal ia I(,.e 

LOST GIP, Thirty·sixth Thousand. With Six Illustrations. IS. 6ct 
•• * .ALSO .A H.ANDSOMELY-BOUND EDITIO~ WITH TIYELY£ 

ILLUSTRATIONS, PRICE H.ALF-.A-L'ROWN. 

65, Cornlli/I,' 0. 12, Palertwsler RQflI, ~ 
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BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG A.:'1D FOR LENDING LIBRARIEs-con/muta'. 

)ADDY'S PET. By lIIIrs. Ellen Roas (Nelaie Brook). Third Thousand. 
Small square, cloth. uniform with "I LOst Gip." With Six Illustrations. Price II. 

"We have been more than pleased with tIlls I OIFullo( deep feclingand true and noble senti· 
simple bit o(wriUng."-Cliristia" Wtlrkl. ment..··-Bri£lUon Gtuelk. 

JOCKED OUT; A Tale of the Strike. By Ellen Barlee. With a 
Frontispiece. IS. 6d. 

'RETTY LESSONS IN VERSE FOR GOOD CHILDREN, 
with some Lessons in Latin, in Easy Rhyme. By Sara Coleridge. A. New Edition. 
With Six Illustrations. Cloth, 35. 6d. 

~ UNT MARY'S BRAN PIE. By the Author of" St. Olave's," "When I 
was a Little Girl," &c. Small croWD 8vo. With Five Illustrations. 3S. 6d. 

Second Edition. 

lEEKING HIS FORTUNE, AND OTHER STORIES. Crown 8vo .. 
With Four Illustrations. Price y. 6d. 

CONTENTs.-Seeking his Fortune.-0luf and StepbanolF.-What's in a Namer­
Contrast.-Onesta • 

.. These' are pl:lin. strnight(orwud storlec;, told I We c;\n answer f01" it that tht5 volume _ill find 
in the precise. detailed manoer whkh we are favour with those (or whom it is written, and that 
sur.e'y~;nga~Oi=ti~:-:::~~~ni. ilnd decJa ~A~t~~:,;~ like it q~ite as well as the brother>.·' 
d~dl,y inculcate a sound and g'enerous moral. •.. 

'HREE WORKS BY MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 
I. ELSIE DINSMORE. Cr. avo. Price y. 6d.1 III. ELSIE'S HOUDAVSoAT ROSELANDS. 

I I. ELSIE'S GIRLHOOD. Cr. avo. Price y. 6d. Crown avo. Price y. 6Ii. 
Each Story is independent and complete in itself. 

They are published in uniform size and price, and are elegantly bound and illustrated. 

~~;:~. asB;h:h~s h!i~:thJ':clyei~ ::rr~e ~~r:..r::~ ~~l~~~"\e~~is c~'!..~ll':te~~~de It ~~~e ~~r~ 
"We do not pretend to have read the history I .. Elsie Diaonnore is a familjar name to n world 

tions. and by dips here and there, we can safely youthtld expedences. wiAniDg a g'f.."Deral interest." 
gi'ite3 favourable account."-IIUtminste, Rt:'Vinv. -Atltnu.rllNl. 

'HE LITTLE WONDER-HORN. By Jean IngelOW'. A Second 
Series of" Stories ttdd to" CkUd." With Fifteen Illustrations. Cloth, gill Price 35. 6d. 

et We 6ke all the contents ofthe 'Little Wender, I to Full 01 fresh and Yigorou5 fancy! It Is worthy 
J 10m' ft'ry much. "-A 1I,n1""",. of the author of some of the best of our modem 

01 We NCommeDd It with confidence. "-P411 verse. "-Sttz,ulard. • 
Ala/l Ga_1*. 

Second Edition. 
'HE AFRICAN CRUISER. A Midshipman's Adyentures on the West 

Coast of Arric.. A Book ror Boys. By S. Whitchurch Sadler, B.N., Author 
of .. Marshall Vavasour. ~ With Three Illustrations. Crown avo. Price 35. 6d. 

otA capitalstogof'1e:uthfuladt-ea.ture •••• Sea, 1 nSea JD:rM ha.-e alwa!! been In favt'Mlr with 

!~~ ~~ ~~be if~~a:~~ ~H:~ th1s :tr!.';~-:J}~ i:{aad~~~~}~:~gh 
Third Edition. 

:RAVE MEN'S FOOTSTEPS. A Book of Example and Anecdote frr 
Voung People. By tile Editor of "Xen who have Bien." With Four IIIus' 
trations, by C. Doyle. CroWD avo. Price)S. 6d. 

"A readable and instructive volume." - Esaa 1 win tho fa\'Our of those wbo, in chooslq a gift (or 

M~:n'e little volume Is precisely or the stamp to ~:s bb:::~n:;:.~~~D!~;;W/~.;'':/~~ 

65, CorMz?l,. &- 12, PaltrnQs/er Row, Lmdon. 
o 
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BooKS 1'0& THE ¥OUXG AND FOR LENDING LJBU&~"" 

Second Edition. 
PLUCKY FELLOWS. A Book for Boys. By Stephen J. Ka.c EemIa. 

With Six Illustrations. Crown Bvo. Price 3'. 6tl. 
.. This Is ODe of the '"''1- . Boob fer Boys' I .. A tIoonJaP - for boors ••• --~ 
~~~ becA issue this yeru:"-.t(Drnin£ ~:~I~~~~~~~~ 

Second Edition. 
GUTTA.PEReHA WILLIE, THE WORKING GENIUS. By 

George .a.cDoDald. With 9 IllustratiOJl!! by Arthur RuPee. Cr. 8To.. ]L u­
.. The cleYerest child we know assures us she has I will. we an: COll~ &C'cept that ...-diet ap:D 

read this story throUR'h five times. Alr. Macdooald hislittJe work .. 6ul. "~. 

THE TRAVELL-ING MENAGERIE. By Charle8 Oamd_, Author 
oC" Hoity Toily." Wim Ten J1\ustrations by J. KahODe.,.. Crown..... ~ 6tl. 

"A capital Httlc book ••.. d~ a wide I "A"eryattractivcst.OI'7.·-~€o,i.~ 
circulation among our boys and girls."-Hqll', 

THE bESERT PASTOR, JEAN JAROUSSEAU. TlUISlated from 
the French oC Euaene Pelletan. By Colonel E. P. De L'JIoIIte. In Cor- I 

Bvo, wim an Engra,-ed Frontispiece. New Edition. Price 3'. 6tl. ' 
U A touching record of the stru~es In the cause I pure love. ad the: ~ ora boaschoId ~ 
of.~tus~~~ ;vlicit ~r;!ct~;~Que- Z~nthi~~ the Lard .•• .... --IL~~ 
Dess; the noWcst hcroi~ i unprcteatk.us relijcion ; ... 

THE DESERTED SHIP. A Real Story of the Atlantic. By Cupples 
Howe, Master Mariner, Illustrated-by Townley Gften. Cr. 8vo. Price)l'.. 61. 

"Curious adnmtue.witlllhQrs, sea1s, and otMr I the !Ito,}, deals, ODd - -. __ bop -"0 
Arctic anim.als, and with sca.rce1y more human b:;n·-e a spice oll'ClrlU.JlCe m thdr CXlDpOSiUo:I .. -
Esquimawr:. form the mass of lllcltcrw with which UJuranla 

HOITY TOITY, THE GOOD LITTLE FELLOW. By Charles 
Camden. With Eleven lIIustraticns. Crown 8'·0. Price 3'- 6t/. 

";::~~!l'wt~a=Z!~I~~~aac=~ I :~e~~~in~~;~~2; 
disposition with other people'~ Jairs and hdps I O.!;",.I'I. 

THE BOY SLAVE IN BOKHARA. A Tale of Central Asia. :By 
David Xer, Author of "On the Road to Khiva," lite. Crown avo, with 
Fuur Illustrations. Price y. • 

SEVEN AUTUMN LEAV·ES FROM FAIRY·I;AND. 
with Nine Etchings. Square croWD S"o. !,s. 

Illu..ctrated 

SLAVONIC FAIRY TALES. From RUS5ian, Senian, Polish, ar.d 
Bohemian Sources. Translated by John T. Naak6, of the British Museum.. ero.n. 
Evo. With Four Illustrations. Price ss . 

.. A. most choice and duumiJIg .sclcction • • • .• and tblrteea Senlaa, ia IIr_ If ...... IIIIIIdet ~ 
The talc5 ba.e an ort"phal patlonal rinS in them, ' serviceable coDccdoD 0( ~~ Ra.-'31 T~;''' .. -. 

~~~d~ be V~~~td~~in~~o et~~t;n ~i~h: ' !!:d cr:h~nr:r:r~t:JD!t~~ n:efi~c~ti 
J.h'hC=S. and not ,illingly close them. of the pretty I d~en'es cordial praise ••• lki'ore tal..Kit; l~,c 
YOlulne .... -S/alUiard. of his prcltil,y got ~ 'UUIIlC, we ~ht tt) DJeCi".~ 

m:~;:rn~c~c:.~~e~h~I:;~n ~~~~:~i~gh{ : ~~ti!ts~~~~~ -..4~~ to the promise tkl.l 
Bohemian 'todes. as 'WeU as with eight RWMo.aD. ~ 

WAKING AND WORKING j OR, FROM GIRLHOOD TO 
WOllltANROOD. By.rs. G. S. Reaney. Cr. 8vo. With a Frontispiece. ss-

65, Corn";ll; &t 12, PafuIWsfer ./lfJ'W, LotuItm. 
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BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG AND FOR LENDING LIBRARIEs-colltinu«/. 
AT SCHOOL WITH AN OLD DRAGOON. By Stephen J. 

Jll[ao Kenna. Crown 8vo. With Six Illustrations. Price 58. 
II Lonsistiog' almost entirety o(startUng stories of I "Mr. Mac: Kenna's (ormerwork,'PluckyFelJows. • 

military adventure ••• Boys will Rnd them suJIi·IIS alrea.dy a general favour. ite, and those who read 
cientlh exciting reading."-Ti",u. the stories of the Old D~ will find that he has 

~~n~d~ri';~ o~S~~~:SD~; :~ilJ ~nl%:~=n~: :,t.,:n:::w::= ~~a': 
of the world." -S~/D". -Standard. 

FANTASTIC STORIES. Translated from the German of Richard 
Leande!z. b~Paullna. B. Granville. Crown8vo. With Eight Cull·page Illustra­
tions, by .m.. E. Fraser-Tytler. Price ss . 

.. Short, quaint. and. as they ue fitly called. (an. I H' Fantastic' Is certainly the riJ{!lt epithet to 
tastic. they deal with all Ilk1J1ner oC subjects. "- apply to some oftbese straDgc tales.. ·-Exa",m~,. 
Guardian.. 

Third Edition. 
STORIES IN PRECIOUS STONES. By Kelen Zimmem. With 

Six Illustrations. Crown 8vo. Price ss. 
" A series of pretty tales which are half fantastiC" sons will appreciate. and which will remind its 

half natural. and pleasantly quaint. as befits stories readers or many a Iqend. and many an i~nary 
intended (or the young. "-Daily r,I'J:ral". virtue attached to the gems they ate: 50 fOod of' 

.. A prett)' little book which ~ancifu1 young per- wearing. "-PDSI. 

Fourth Edition. 
THE GREAT DUTCH ADMIRALS. By Jacob de Lietde. CroWD 

8vo. With Eleven Ill""tratioos by Townley Green and others. Price SI. 
,. May be recommended as a wholesome present I "A really good book."-SlamJarti. 

lor boys. They ... ·m find in it numerous tales of .. A really uce-llent book. "'-Si«J4/IJr. 
advcl1ture,"-Athnuzum. 

THE TASMANIAN LILY.· By James Bonwiok. 
With Frontispiece. Price 58 . 

Crown 8vo. 

.. An interesting and useful vrork."'-H()ur. I ceived. and nre (ull of those touches which give 
II Tbe characters oC the story arc capitally con· them a natU'ra1 appearance:'-Pwbtrc O~i"i(m. 

MIKE HOWE, THE BUSHRANGER OF VAN DIEMEN'S 
LAND. By James Bonwick. Crown avo. With a Frontispiece. Price ss. 

II He illustrates the career of the bushrnnger half I nre. to saL the least. exquisite. and his TCJ,rcscnta .. 
::~n~Ji~ ;hlsn~!r:~!U~:so~n lUc!'i~hih~b~~ ~~~~~~~,~ aracter are very marked." -E l'nlmrJ:Ja 

PHANTASMION. A Fairy Romance. By Sara Cole~. With an 
Introductory PreCace by the Right Kon. Lord Coleridge of Ottery S. 
Karl"'. A new Edition. In I yol. Crown 8vo. Price 7S. 6d . 

•• The readen of this fairy tale will find tl1cm­
selves dwelling for D. time in a veritable region or 
romance, breathing- an atmo~phere of unreality, 

an.~ Thi:d~U~h~f~{ ~~r:~tw~lwt;~n?e~di~h:~e 

LAYS OF A KNIGHT-ERRANT IN MANY LANDS. By Jll[a.jor­
General Sir Vincent Eyre, C.B., X.C.S.I., &c. Square crown Bvo. With 
Six Illustrations. Price 7$. 6d. • 

Pharaoh Lapd. I liome Land. I Wonder Land. R~iDe l..an<I. 
.. A coUection of pleasant and weD.written I II The conceits here and there are really very 

':'~':;~;.y jp~u.ndiag in real fun .iUld humour." I anu,uing. "-SUIndam'. 

BEATRICE AYLMER AND OTHER TALES. ByJll[ary JII[. Howard, 
Author of U Brampton Rectory," 1 vol. Crown Bvo. Price 61. 

II Th~<;e tales poiSess COMiderable merit. "- J .. it. neat and chatty tittle volume. "-Hour. 
Ci1ltrl :7 rl1lr1t"I. I 

65, C()rnhili; &- 12, Paterfl()ster RIlW, Lond()n. 
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WORKS BY ALFRED TENNYSON. 

THE CABINET EDITION. 

Messrs. HENRY S. KING & Co. haye the pleasure to announce that 
they are issuing an Edition of the Laureate's works, in Tm Munt!:.:. 
VQlumu, foolscap 8vo, at Rolj-a-CrOU//z men, entitled" The Cabinet 
Edition," which wiII contain the whole of Mr. Tennyson's WOrk5. 

The first volume is illustrated by a beautiful Photographic Portrait: 
and the other volumes are each to contain a Frontispiece. They are 

tastefully bound in Crimson Cloth, and are to be issued in Q! 

following order :-
\~ot. 

1. BAlI.I. Y POBJIB. 
,. EJl'GLISB mYLLB • OTHER POBJ(S. 
3. LOOKSLEY BALL • OTHER POEJ[S. 
f. LVClU!TI11S. OTBBJI. POBJ(S. 
5. mYLLS aP Tli:B XIlfG. 

Volumes I. to 

.: .!. 

I G. mYLLS OF THE EIRG. 
7. mYLLS OF THE XIJl'G. 
S. THE PRIlI'OESS. 
9. JU.'UD ABD DOCl[ .AlI.DD. 

10. Ill' DJ[OJU.U[. 

VII. are now ready. 

Subscribers' names received by all Booksellers. 

Rdllcli"n ill prico!s .'./11/1'. T"lIIJ'SOll'S JI'.Jrks :-

l'UE:l.IS. Small 8vo. 
:'IAUD AWD OTHER POEMS. Small 0'''" 
THE PRINCESS. Small 8vo. • 
IDYLLS OF THE KING. Small Svo. • 

.. .. Collected. Small .\'0, 

THE HOLY GRAIL, AND OTHER POEMS. Small Svo. 
GARETH AND LYNETTE. Small Svo, • 
ENOCH ARDEN, &c. Small 8vo. 
I N MEMORIAM. Small 8vo. . 
SELEcrIONS FROM THE ABOVE WORKS. Sq,:are 8"0. clOlh 

L •• 

6 
i . 

5 ' 
7 ' 
4 ' 

J ' 

•• 
nil" cloth, gilt edges . .. :-

SONGS FROM THE ABOVE WORKS. Square 8vo, cloth • • 3 
LIBRARY EDITION OF MR. TENNYSON'S WORKS. 6 vols. Post a.·o, e:>.ch 10 5 
POCKET VOLUME EDITION OF MR. TENNYSON'S WORKS. 11 vols.., in 

neat case • 31 

.. extra cloth, gilt, in case • _'5 > 

POEMS. IDWIIl'aIed Edlticm, 4to . "j , 

65, Ctlrnnil/; &0 12, Pothust" RI1'W, LondDn. 
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POETRY. --:rOUB ELEGANT POlllTIOAL GIFT BOOKS: 
LYRICS OF LOVE, From Shakspeare to Tennyson. Selected and arranged 

by W. Davenport Adams, Junr. Fcap. Svo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 3'. 6d . 
.• A most excellent collection. ••• Soon taste I as a whole. is vuy cboice:'-Rnmh f}uarlol.p 

:\1\(\ c.ue."-IP,st",;"st~r Gar,t14. Rn.'In" . 
.. A charming aud scbolarly pocket ,'olume of I .. The nalholO£}' is a vay (ull a.nd Rood onc. :"I.nll 

l'o~try ••• The editor annotates his pieces Just represents the robust school of Carew 3Dd Sucklin~ 
:.utticiciltly (or lnformatioD •• ,. The coUcctton, bettcrthaD. any other that we tnow."-AauI,,,,'y. 

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT'S POEMS. Red·line Edition. Hand· 
somely bound. With Illustrations and Portmit of the Author. Price 7'. fd. 

A Cheaper Edition, with Frontispiece, is also publisbed. Price 3'. 6d. 
Tilt .. a,., llu tmly complete Enriisk Editit11ll,a"ctu",d 0.1 llu ANIMr. 

on'~ c;.~~o~i=t::: :!::'=~~~~~ ~p:r:I!~:~ , tlo.?{y -;t':~i:'lto possess 10 neat and cleJ:nnt au 
l'.lfhcr, or has kTs them lOPJcr. than William I edition or the worb oftbc most tboughtrul, f:racc· 

~~,~~:7~~~.i '01 ~:r~1ar~::;'P~rdd::l~t. ~;'l~dO~~o;!S;;~~:"'~ American pocts."-
"riter preserved such an eYCD lever of m~ "someorthe8urestaodtenderest~ryo(thi" 
throughout hi.!. poems. Like some other American generation... ndoubted.ly the best edition of the 
pOt:lS, ~Ir. Bryant is particularly happy in trans)a· I poet DOW In cxlstence."~A"nw, 

ENGLISH SONNETS. Collected and Arranged by John Denni .. 
• 'cap. SVIl. Elepntly bound. Price 3'. 6d. • 

~d~ction. "-Satl4rdt'Y Rn1'nv. is one lorwruch E~ish literatureowcsMr, Denui~ 
"Mr. Denn.lshas shoWD ~atjv.demCDt In th~ I dtlig-ht. Tbenotesare'l'eryuselul. •• Thevolume 

IO~"C~~:=e.iJe=~ =::;~~.!lne~ith the bartlest thaDki."-spcdtllo,.. 

Second Edition. 
HOME-SONGS FOR QUIET HOURS. Edited by the Rev. Oanon 

R. H. Baynes, Editor of" Lyra Anglicana," &:c. Fcap 8vo. Cloth extra, 3" 6d. 

"c~y\~f~d:~c:r:x~u~~o~~e~~r:» ~r: I i~. additloa to the ,ptt books or the ICUOn.'·­

~l!~~:, :i~lit:~e~~::t =c~ fd~~~~!!~ m~!i~~S:= a:'cI° fr:nm;::;Chhf~":'?b:°~~J~: t~ 
Slmlilard. remove a staD%a . • • Some of the best pieces in 

.. A IIlOit acceptable YOlume of sacrcd poetry; a the book. are anOD)'IDous.· -Pall Mall G.ldle. 

",," The above four booksma1l also be had handsomel1l bound in 
Morocco with gilt edges. 

THE DISCIPLES. A New Poem. By Kra. Hamilton King. Second 
Edition, with some Not.... Crown Svo. Price 7$. 6d. 

II A higher imp1'ession of tile hnagiflative POWC1' I couH scarc .. ly den, to t Ugo Raul' the prai"iC or 
or the writer is giyen ~ the objectlye truthfu!nes I being a work wortliy in every way 10 Iiye .•• The 
of the glimpses !the Ye<i; us of her ~tcr, help- style of her "'rlting hi pure and simple In the la~t 
ing' us to u.ndentand ow he could be retCarc:iCd I degne. and all b natural, truthful. and frcc from 

~Z~~de ::,i:t'~~~!!t~Latan, by olheJ$ AS an ! ~~~ ~~h~C'h! t!d: .l~~ritfs i~~~O:ff~tt ~l~C~!~~ 
.. Mrs. Kmg can write !fOOd: verses.. The de· unqualified admiration and praise. '-.J),ul,y T~'~· 

scription of tlie a:f:ture of the eroaL'" at Mestre I!; 1 V·I!'Jt. 

:~~c~oe~~=:tfro';' t~!e :b~~~:Jc~:th!:~( I lo;:;St:::~I~I~~~~ !h'kga~~: o~~:~~!~n :~ 
1'~~ir:h~;-;;~~~~::~nMrs, KlnghM (armrpasscd : :~i~:\ .. ~t~:~lj, {JH~r~:~hR:::!!. into powerful 
her previous attempL EYen the mo~t bo~tile critic j • 

ASPROMONTE, AND OTHER POEMS. By the same Author. Second 
Edition. Cloth, ",. 6d . 

.. The volulDC is anonymous, but there is no tCol.!-on I t The Execution of Felice Orsini: It.'lS much 11netic 
f<lf the author to be 85hamed of iL The 'l'oems merit. the clo'ent celebrated being told 'I.-it I dr,L' 

~i~\~~a1fo' tlt~ e;!~:tl:S!:~d~ :!~~iu~f ~::: lU~.l~~~r~:~~i:~~~,::nd {ree:'-S;«lalqr. 

ARVAN : or, the STORY of the SWORD. A Poem. By Herbert Todd, M.A., 
late of Trinity College, Cambridge. Crown 8vo. 

65, Cornhill .. &- 12, Fa/tmos'" Row, Lmulon. 
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!rlDI.OUGB STORM AND SUl'rBlUNlll. 
By MOD, Author of .. Lays of Modem 
Oxford." With lIIust .... tions I>y H. Pater­
son, M. E. Edwards, A. T., and the 
Author. 

SONGS :roB KUsro. By Pour lI'rlank 
Square crown 8vo. Price 51. 

CONT AIMING SONGS BY 
RerinaJd A. Gatty. ~h... H. Gatty. 
Greville T. Chester. Juhana H. Ewing. 

.. A diami.... gIft·book; which wHl be oery 

IK!r]!he ~~~lsi:'='i: -;!:1f::~~h­
~:U: ::tcdbJ~~.,:.; well cho:iCJl and !.Uc-

BOBlllRT BUOllANAN'B POlilTIOAL 
WORKS. Collected Edition, in ~ Vol •. , 
price 181. Vol. I. contains. - 4IIf Ballads 
and Romances ~ .. Ballads and Poe .... 
of Life,· aDd a Portrait of the Author. 

VoL 11.-" Ballads and Poems of Life;" 
" Allegories and Sonnets. ., 

VoL III.-ffCoruiskeen Sonnets;" "Book. 
or Orm ; n I' Poli.tic:aJ. Mystics.'-

.. Hokling. a'l MI'. Bucbanaft does. such a con. 
spIaaoas place ~t .-iem writers. the ..-d· 

~J:n~-::e ~.tha~.c~~~~.se: c;;,_. 
If ~i~ the poems berore us as erperiments. 

~~ romanti~ tt:L:d~ Me:: :!,:rn:!o=~, ~ 
power." -N"",.. 

THOUGHTS IN VlIlBSB. Small crown 
S- Price ••. 64. 

This i. a Collection of Verses expressive 
oC religious CeelinB, writton from a Theistic 
otaDd-point. "ABwbo an _eel .. __ _ 
should read this tIny volume."-AGi4UIfIY. 

ON TBlII NORTH WIND-TlUSTLB­
DOWN. A volume of Poems. By the 
BOD. Jlra. Willoughby. Elepntly 
bound. Small crown 8vo. 7$. 6il. 

P.lllOILOP.II AlIfl) OTBlIIB PO.JlB. 
By.&m.on Bqhe8. Fcap. 8vo. ofS. 6d. 

'0 FIl1l of ~de. The, possess both (orm 

=~~.:.~~~~;:;:; 
~aaHon.. • •. If me YCne moves stllfty it is 
be<iase the .. -...:e 15 rich and carefully 

=";"Icr:tc~r~~~ -:~ 
__ po Is apporent III eoery oomposition. 
and the omaD'leat. even _ben it might be pro­
aouacod exceISl.e. Is tuteftIl ia arrangement."­A,_ 

OOSMOS. A. Poem. 8vo. ]I. 6d. 
SUBJBCT.-Nature in the Pa'9t and in tbe Pre· 

sent.-Kan la the Put aDd in the Present.-Tbe 
Future. 

POEMS. By AUIIlllIm. Taylor. Fcp.S ... o.51. 
NAROISSUS AND OTBll1B POEKB. 

By.. OarpeDWr. Fcap. 8vo. Sf • 
.. In many of these ~s there Is a force or 

{aneTt a KJ'IUIdeu.r or ~tIon. and a power of 
t:e~a:.::~.'.S;.;': ~ any meus common in 

AURORA; A Volume nf Verse. Fcap. 8vo. 5" 

65, Comlzill,. c,. 12, Pakrnosler Rflftf, LlmdOn. 
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PO,l>TRY-(,lmlinutd. 

BONGS OF LIF.II AND DEATH. Br. EROS AGONIBTES. By E. B. D. Fcap. 
John Payne, Author of .. Intaglios, , 8vo. )$. 6d. . 
"Sonnets," etc, Crown evo. ss. ·'It is not the leactt merit or these pages that 

.. Tbe art of ba11ad.writ:ln2 bas long been lost they are everywhere illumined with moral and 
10 Engl.J.nd. and lair. Payne may claim to be its br~~~~~~enpu~t::~~~~~:~~!/~~ of the 
restorer. It is a perfect deJiRht to meet Wlth such tI> 

~\)J~~_7}~:'!~ru!~.uf;:~. in the pre~ut CALDBRON'S DB.A.KAa. Translated from 
IMITATIONS FROM TRm GIlBJ4AN the Spanish. By Denia Florenoe Mao-

Oll' SPITTA AND TIlRSTEGEN. C:'fft!ian~b':;t ~.~~ £~:~it~i~ e!!~~~t%: 
JJy Lady Durand. Ycap. avo. 4S. ~ni::':'.:.r'':~:!~ ..... tural, llberaJ, and bu· 

\'~~~ble~~~~~~ =~: me~~~ti~ :o~~y. .. It is iml)o~sjble to spca.k too highly of this 
. -Churc" }f~,.a/d. beautiful work. "-.V(11It". 

ON VIOL AND J'LUTlII. A New Volume Second Edition. 
of Poems, by Edmund W. GO.H. With SONGS 01' TWO WORLDS. First 
•. .. b W B Sc ~ .. C 8 Series. By a New Writer. Fcp. avo. ss· 
~~ADtc~~ 2 .... ·or ·hlS· .0 ..... "ilrl· shvoow· tss.·t .. These poems wiJJ assurcdJy take "-; .... h rank 

An:IlU ..--' - h among the cla ... s to wh~h they be1oD.ll!:~~B""h:"" 
~~:r~':~t;d ~~:h ::::rnd~o~cor:'~:~~~'f;~~~~ (Jl::'N~r;i:a~.'~·:Id~J,;:,'t·"e •• the •• qulS· Ite 
and deliciousness of 5Ummet time .•.. There is - ..... 
much that is good ill the volume. "-Sj«t«I#r. :~e:~~~~r~~~~~:u~( ~~a:~f th:! ::!~~! 

EDITH; Oft, LoVR AND LIn IN CHHSHIRlt. A'""cvI1/q,..Nflsf. 
By T. Aahe. Author of" The Sorrows of " A purity and delicacy of feeline' like morning 
Hypoipyle," etc:. Sewed. Price 6d. oJt.·-<ira;/", . 

.. A really line poem. (uD of teDder. IUbtle . SeOODd Edition. 
touch .. offeellng.·-M ...... .ws' ... N...... SONGS OF TWO WORLDS. Second 
~;'Pr:ra~i :.c:':::IlI0.:id =J:; Series. Bya New Writer. F~ Svo. SSe 
powcr."-CIIDIn'C"rt",,.cI~. .. The most noteworthyc::s: is t 'Odeona 

TRm INN 01' STB.A!TGII )lIlETINGS, ~E::;,~ :~~!~1i~';~~~d ·1I'P==:or.~~ 
AND OI1'HBR POmKB. By lIort1mer the Dearest approach to a masterpiece in the col· 

Oollins. Crown 8vo. 51· ~~~l~~sse':;io~:f:!n~~r:c:~:. ~~ 
in ·:!'=~~n~ =,,~~p~!t~~~tri Rrvinu: 
times, In the tenderest touches of pathos."- .. A real adYallee on Its ~redeces5Ol', And con~ 
l.iralJ/lic. ~i:t ~~i!!::t~y~~'=U .!,.!!:yTm~le'!u~ 

II )fr. CoDins has an undercurrent of ehh'airy Do "'. ~~-
and roma.uce beneath the trifling vem of good· f~; ~:ye:~~i~~ ~. tt:~Jte rote:t ~ w~:::e~k'! 
humourerl banter which is the special character- power to (ar.cinolte." -Sl«laltw. 
i!>tic of his verse."-At""""'ulfl.. .. Will be lP'.l.tetuUy welcomed. "-li.ttw",w,.. 

GOlI:'l'HlII'S J!'AOST. A New Translation in THE GALLlIIRY 011' PIGIIONB, AND 
R!~~ t~~!:r:.P,:!!- m\~W:; ~~.~~ OTlUlR POll MS. By Thea. Mar-
tha ..... zla.18. Crown Bvo. 4S. 6ti. 

--'Mr. ~u1~ r==' &n4";~hl~i~ter- .. A conceit abouac:lini in pretdneu. "-Ex~ 
prcter."-S4hlrtIA;1 Rnn'n1. amlll~. 

AN OLD LJDGmBD 01' S. PAUL'B. By ra;iIh~o~us~:~~!I:~j~htc!pa~i~~~~~ !! tg: 
the Bev. G. B. Howard. Fep. 8vo. )$. 6ti. spontaneous. --A,_<k*<), • 

•• We admire. ""d c\eoerooedly ailmi,e. the ~en. THE LEGENDS OJ!' ST. PATRICK 
;'~~'~oor u!h~y c~':'~~ ~::t;"! • .:;;~ AND OTRlIlR POlllJlS. By Aubrey 
\be ea.eaed tate or the gifted wnt<r."--Stan· de VerB. Crown 8vo. ss. 

SO~'r8J LYJUC8,.um 'l'RAJTBLA. is .. C~!:~:;~~5bi~"'!~~::~:::li:r~~ 
![lIONS. By the BeT. Charles 'rumer. plicity. He: IS ~tcr of his wtrument, and 
Cr. Svo. .fS. 6d. Alae)l G~~~~:: the ear with fWe notc .... -PaU 

.. Mr. Turner is a ft!i..me poet: his SOIlK is .. We have hut space to commend the ... aried 
::-~ i:':~h~;:lIft 'M:f:;::'~. aDd 0 ten structure of hi!!! verse. the carefulnes5 of his 

II The J.igl;t or a devout. K'enUe. and kindJy ~:,~~. and bis e:l.ccllcnt EnglWl."-~ 
sp;';10 a dClicate and \lUccrul raney,' keen in· ALE X AND lC R THE G REA T. A 
tcllig-ence irradiates these thou&,hts."-C"ntem~ Dramatic Poem. By Aubrey de Vare, 

~nD~·AND TRlII DlIIED, AND Author of '" The Legends of St. Patrick." 
OTHER POEMS. By Patrlok Scott, CrOWD 8vo~ ss· 
Author of II Footpaths between Twa'" :: ~nt~~t;Ji:~t.;.e~.~'::!·";;::'oc:r~ poet. 
\VorIds," etc. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, sr. and o( a fioe .artit.t. in whom there is nothing 

.. A bitter and able $Iltire on the rice and follies "ulgar and nothing weak •••• We had DO COD-
of the day, literary, social, aad polltical."-..s4",- ception. (rom our Jmowledfte o( Mr. De Vere', 

~!'~hows real poetic power coupled with evi- ti~~',:! thtsedr~a~~w~ulcl ~~ J:::l :~t!ii 
denecs o( satit~ cDGU."-Edi"bHrr" Dal'J of beauty, nervous &Ii weD as rich iD.lboue,bt."-
Rn-inu. SjMdatw. 
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Ie N. 
-+-

RIB EN Allo her, or of 
Brig Last. vols. YO. 

ISRAlIIL MORT: OVERMAN. The Story 
of the Mine. By John S&undera, Author 
of .. Hirell," &:c 3 vol.. CrowD Bvo. 

IIA: LM: cottish . B orse 
Donal, uthor • Dav IgiD-

brad," &c. 3 vols. CrowD Bvo. 
THlII NEGLlIlOTED QUlIlSTION. By 

arkB • ated the 
WI, b Pr1n • 0 1r. a vola. Crown Bvo. r ofS. 

WOMAN'S A RIDDLE: OR, BABY 
W IISTKBY H, Ph.llIp Sheldon, 

be de OD of uasy. aDd 
particular, and us eil'ects on t e lives 0 e per· 
sonages of' the st0:fc' the author may. without 

iX.~i:!:~ ~ ~t ~~~To mm~~rl~i c~~::~ 
o thed ioa.ol iu'qu tna 

!. e ~n:c sb~ ~~ 
DWld. and 5ub"dued. sly humour is not waDting." 
-lJtWftinr PtlSt. 

LI TE' :BIN 111. Kn. 
aell Gr a YO 

IDOLATRY. A ROmADce. By 11m 
awthorn8, Autbor of "Bressant. n avols. 
.. A more powerful book than • Bressant". • . • &Ku moot! _ ore 

lIIiwh eam werful o tile 
han ery real es • • here 

are three sceGeI tn this rOIDaoce, nDl' one of 
whlch would proye true genius. "-SJl«'!nItw. 

~ Th: :r.:~er ls0r r;~e.ri£l~tl~!':U ~.d: 
tho Is y fine ption • That 

.:"c tfe ~;fw =h~ :~! 
Atllncteum. 

lIRl1lS~o~ A ~~:u'ce.ownBI Julian 
eoft tpow withw care 
nted.- nus. 

• We shall once morc have reason to rejoice 
whenever we hear that a new work is coming out 
written by one llo'ho be.vs the honoured name of 

ornc." trUo7 . 

VAl SA.. n Auth uTh na, 
Dorothy, &c. • vol.. Second I!.dnion. 

TH~MA~A.,~&~e ~uthor o£.:.Dorot~:' 
finishe dcUca bind p • no 
witheN urpos.e MntrU 

AILlIlEN FERRlIlRB. By SUsan Morle,. 
In 2 vol.. CroWD Bvo. cloth. 

r non to a Ie abcrre h1ch 
c ted w with a pen or y at-

en the hemsc 0 write ,. It 
b. as a study 0 character. worked out in a manner 
that is free from almost aU the usual faults of lady 
writers. that I Aileen FerrerS' merits a pla.ce 
'" from 1 I umcrabl Inls." S t rda,7 

rvIL BVI By • LI o. 
Author of .. Maunce Rhynhart. • a vols. 

c~~~~t~~tr&~a-We::.~~ 
is w' ordi IIdlI tha Usto • 
::- _~ o( ... ~ ~~ ";: 

ki~d~~~':';ru:u~~&S 01 DO c--) 

~rt-·!~ J=:':;u":!w~~~ 
plea &'" III "'7.. _ 

KB. C-_NGT • A T of Len .i 
Conspiracy. By Bobert 'l'urner Oo~ 
In 3 vol.. Ooth, crown 8vo. 

II ella so ways as in 
ADd c dicti oat un tiaDal 
hap IdD<ss aceptIOIl d Cl< , 

~~h:.i~~t:~~~f~~:e:~~ lOme QI 

TOO LATII. B 1Ir •. Ne~an. ,,,,'<. 
.. 10' Is c eel. IIae 

ten cD con • aDd JUIh-e 
to t DClusIoa 1Il aDY of words. , 
The tone 15 healthy, In spite of it5 iDddcll:s, 
~'htch wlU please the lovers of ...... tioul ~ 
d . The ~~ _bo TG! the book will rc:..uJ :1 

GI DB Ll!I. ~ 

r~~~~'~'":.;"'::r~~"d'~t.n.~,.)~,.!.~: 
n.1.rratln."'-Atltn'''''M. 

e' ninaH dna lyle:.-

RUE B T GRA B 
COuntU8 ~on lIoUuner. 3 ,·ols. 

.. Jenlo.l.sy is cntd iU till Gnn ... " 
A "Inter~. thou b somewhat tRt,ic:--

.. able. u ted. iaemI 
able. iQoN 

THE HIGH KILLS. B,Katherln. 
Saunders. Author of "Gideoll·. Rock," 
&c. ols. 

6 S, Comhi" " c;.. 12, Paternoster Row, Londtm, 
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FICTION-contifIUm. 

SlCP'.rI¥IUS. A Romance. By Nat.han1el 
Hawthorne. Second Edition. I vol 

~,:~~~~:!:h~~:':i!t~~c f~k Is full of 
Hawthome's mos cluiracterisdc writing'," 

EJ'FIII:'S GAKlIl; How SHB LoST AND 
HOW SHB WON. By Oeo11 Olayton. 
• vols. Crown 8vo. 

.. Well written. The characten IDOYc.aud act. 
and. aboye all, talk like human bcinlfS. and we 
have liked reading about Lhem. .. _\";«t"'tW. 

JUDITH GWYNNlII. By LWe Oarr. 

I~.\i~~~~~"'~!fis cl~inI~~.::!.:~~~~: 
There is much variety, and the dialOlflie and 

lD~t1:~.:;:c~":~t~~~1~~:;~:b~¥4 
ellltl,.,". 

OHlllSTlCRLlIIIGH. By Anale,. OOll,.era. 
3 vol.. Crown 8vo. 

•• We have gained much enjoyment trom the 
book."-s;.c_. 

HONOR BLAXlII: THB STORY OF A PLAIN 

~?~':,{ u!!t..~~~!~~:·me~ :ror 
some time." -MONli", Pul. 

0':;. !~O::'d~~~~D!!·go X:.to au. 70UDir aad 

HlIIATHlIIRGATE. A Story of Scottish 
Life and Character. By a Dew Author. 
• vols. 

"Its merit lie! in the marked antithesis of 

:rt'Jf.~:dv=win~r=r:tt!:r~=thh.~ant!; 
their marked national_lyo"-A tJcnwum. 

THlII QUlIIEN'B SHILLING. By Oaptaln 
Arthur Grimtha. • vols. 

.. EvCI')' lCeDC, chan.er. and iocldeat of the 
book are 50 U(e-like that they lICCDl drawn from 
liCe dlrecL"-Pali Al4IJ C.I~UC, 

IlIBA.NDA. A Midsummer Madness. By 
Mort1mer Ooll1n.. 3 vol .. 
-.:;::;,'!~u pace in the whole three yolumes," 

H The werk of a maD. who II at once. thinker 
and a poct:'-HQ,.,., 

SQUIBlI: BILOHlCBTlI:R'S WHIJI. By 
Mortimer Collin.. 3 vols.· 

.. We think it the best Istory, ~r. CODiDS has 
yet written. Full of mddent and adventurc."_ 
PtJ/1 Ai4IJ G.nlU, 

.. So c1eftr. so irritating'. and 50 charming a 
story,"-Standa"J. 

THlII FBlNCEkS OLARIOE. A 'Story of 
1871. By MorUmer Colina. • vol .. 

.. Mr. Collins has produced a readable book. 

a~h~~e:b.~d~~~=:'!'~a"da"d. 
JOHANNlllB OLAF. By E. de Wllie. 

Translated bv 11'. E. BUllDiltt. 3 vols. 
.. The art of desC1'iptloD is lully exlllbilCd; 

perception of character lind capacity for delineat~ 
mg it are ob,,;ous i wbile there is &redo!: breadth 
and cOlnvrt"ht!nsivc:ness In the plan or the story." 
-MtWlCtnz P(J.SI. 

A GOOD MATCH. By Amella Perrier, 
Author of" Mea Culpa." • vols. 

:;-¥"h~ct:,~!i~Ja·~;~~~H!~::i It-Pall }.fall 
Cau1l4. 

THlII STORY 0:1' BIB EDW.ABD'S 
WIFlC. By Ham1lton Marahall, 
Author of" For Very Life. N I vol Cr.8vo . 

.. A quiet, graceful Utile story."-~ttw. 

.. Mr. Hamilton Marshall can tell a storyc1osely 
a.nd pleasantly. "-Pall 11.11 ~dk, 

HlIIBMANN AGRA. An Eastern Na ...... -
,ive. By W. GlJrord Palsrav.. • voh . 
Crown 8vo, cloth, ""Ira gilL ISs • 

" There isa pOiitivcfragnnce as ofncwly·mown 

~~;!~dtp~ur:n~~~~ W:::~f:d ~!,~c~ 
fluch &,usto hy our on::dna.ry novel·writen in their 
endleM .oIlUDes. "-DI#r'Wr. 

LINKlilD AT LABT. By:l'. lI. Bwmiltt. 
I yol. Crown 8vo. 

.. The reader who 0Il0e takes It up wiU Dot be 
Inclined to relin<l,uiib it without concludi.D&: the 
volume,"-Al".,."., hst. 

.. A very cbarming story."-,7Qh". Bull. 
OJ'J' THE BKELLIGS. ByJeUl 

Ingelow. (H er· First Romance.) In .. vols. 
.. Clever and SIAl"kllne". "-5."dard. 
.. We rCOld each sucCcet;liq "olume with la· 

~=tt!~::r:C:Sl~ .. ~d!nt;u'!~ polAt oC 

SJ:~:~or ~l .. ~.~.!~~~~~ia Ta,.lor, 
.. WeU told. Dativ~ Ule II ~ira~ described. 

=:~e:ce:~~ i~~-:. :.::~~ wi:~e~ ~ m:: 
latter should eventuaUy prove the "felOn, are 
cleverly depicted. "-A tAnctlhM. 

1..;.:r~=~t ... ~t ... 5tmC ODd enJO)"&bIo mod· 

WHAT 'TIB TO LOVlll. By the Author 
of U Flora Adair," .. The Value of Fosters· 
Iown." 3 vol •. 

st;~Wb~p~ &~a::~t: :UDsn:!f::J j~: 
ch.&iacters are wel1devicted."-Ed,,, •. CtlHrtJ1fII. 

JOIMOIBB 0:1' JIBS. LJBTITIA. 
BOOTHBY. By W1ll1am. Ola.rk 

R~~~~ an;~;;~,!:':.-1:il~~ Rnn"nv. 
U Vezy clever book, "-GIMrdiall, 

HlIISTlI:R MORLlllY'S PBOMISJ:. By 
Hesba Btratton. 3 vols. 

d::; ~~ ~r ~:: ~r:~~r~:l~~":O~s~~e~: 
lion as & piece of literary work.-very dever."­
SI«IIIIQr • 

.. AU the characters stand out clearly and an: 
~5.~~~~d the mtereott ()( the: story uenr 

THlII DOOTOR'S DILlIlMMA.. By Heaa 
Btretton, 3 vols. Crown 8vo . 

In:~~eto!~i~a:Cllh~o~:~~~~..!s~!~~~s~ 
tJU.UI"/~ RnnRl. 

THlI: Bl'INS·.l'lIIRS 011' BLATOH-
INGTON. By Mar. Travers. • vols . 

.. A pretty story. Deserving of a favourable 

re~.exti~~~;:a~:~ than ... era&"~lUr::ri:~.:.. 
PlIlBPLEXITY. By B,..me,. Mo.t)'ll. 

3 vols. Crown 8vo. 

c~~:~:s:.n a:~t~:~Jn:3:~~~!~:.:!J.rJ.'"Lt 
s~~~clf~1~a;[d~~h=i~1~.~;t~!~~ 
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THE -CORNHILL LIBRARY OF FICTION. 
38. 6d. per Volume. 

I T i. intended in this Series to produce books or such merit that read"", will care 10 ~ .... 
them on their shelve.. They are well printed on £ood paper, handsomely bouad, ,.;m • 

Frontispiece, and are sold at the moderate pnce or &_ etT. each. 

HALF-A-DOZEN DAUGHTERS. By J. Jll[aaterma:n. 

THE HOUSE OF RABY. By lIItrs. G. Hooper. 
" A work of sIDgaIar tnsthfuIne ... origiDaIIty, and! "i!.cee<f"'l[ly ... n writteIL· --E--.iIoIr. 

power."-Mwni,,¥ POll. tf A well tOld and iII1cre:stinr&' su.y,--.AOIIlo:9. 

A FIGHT FOR LIFE. By Jll[0T Thom&8 . 
.. An unqeestioaable success. "'-Daily N"'~, !matioD, there cannot be two opiDIaeL --4~ 
"Of the vigour, the sustained eD.ctg)', the ~ lIIell11l. 

ROBIN GRAY. By Charles Gibbon. 
"Pure In sentiment, weU written. and clOTerly I .. A pretty talc, prettily told.. -A_ 

constructed."-BriJUh Ouarkr~ Rninu. t. An uaa.ssurnitqC.chuacteristic.,aGd~ 
.. A noYel .f tender and pathetic:: interesL tt_ DOYel."-7C1'AiH BIIIi. 

CI.fI<. 

KITTY. By:at1aa •• Betham-Edwarda. 
f. Limy and deTer •..• There Is a certain dash I tt Very plc~nt and amus.ia& .... ~ 

in ev~ description; the d1a.10iUC is bright and "A chanDIDg novel. "'-7""" 81JJ. 
_kliDg.·-AIMNnI_ 

HIRELL. By .John Saunders. 
U A powerful novel •••• tale wrlttea by a poet. I, I .. 'Ve have nothing but words or pnisc to ~ 
-f~1 of eUriIordIDary merit. "-PiII'sl. for its &lyle: owd com~·-Ex4""", 

ONE OF TWO; or, The left-handed Dride. By.J. lL Friawe1L 
.. Told with spirit ••• the plot Is skIICuJq made..! .. Admlrablynarrated, _-.~.' 

-$?«M.... --0;--
READY -MONEY MORTIBOY. A Matter-of-Fact Story . 

.. There Is not a duD pace In the whole story'''-I P.z"iI> F_w. s,."..... .. ODe of the most remarkable 'IICJftIIwilich ~ 
I. A 1'ety InterestiDg and unCOIDJDOD. story."- appeared oIlate.--PtUt Jl4lI wMilltt.. 

GOD'S PROVIDENCE HOUSE. By lIItrs. G. L. :B1LZlb. 
"Far aboTe the ran of common three·yolume I "Possessestheu&ritofcare.lDdastrr,ud~d 

=~\e=~:.c!c=rr.:ser~~~~o= ~?W,:!~;n~a::= The st)'lc is ~cry 
••. A genuine slcetch. "-S~. simple and natUral.' -Morra. ~ 

FOR LACK OF GOLD. By Charles Gibbon. 
"A powerWU7 _ Dem>aS .... ry.·-Iand~ .. -E ... "'_. ._ 

AtNlktl4",. .. A piece of .ery geaulae ~;x.-
., There are few recent DOTeII more powerful JJrili.III Qwl,rln'b /Ufr".". 

ABEL DRAKE'S WIFE. By .John Saunders • 
.. A strIkiDa- book. cl...... Interatina-. and 1 d .... n. and so toucblag In II simple pcMo-'­

orleinal We have seldom met with • book 90 ~ 
thoroua-hlY lr1Ie to nrC, 10 deeply Interestinlf la Its 

OTHER STANDARD NOVELS TO FOLLOW. 

65, Corlzllil/; c,.. 12, Pater1lfJsfer RMIJ, Lo/IdQ1I. 
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THEOLOGICAL. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT, TRANSLATED FROM THE 
LATEST GRJIlEK TEXT OJ!' TISOHENDORF. By Samuel Davidson, 
D.D., LL.D. The desirableness of presenting a single text, especially if it be the 
best, instead of one formed for the occasion under traditional influences, is apparent. 
From an exact translation of Tischendorf's final critical edition, readers will get both the 
words of the New Testament writers as nearly as posl>ible, and an independent revision 
of the authorised .. ersion. Such a work will shortly appear, with an Introduction 
embodying ideas common to Dr. Davidson and the famous Professor at Leipzig. 

STUDIES OF THE DIVINE MASTER, By the Rev. T. Gri1Ilth. 
This book depicts the successive phase, of the public life of Jesus, so far as is needful to 
the bringing out into full relief his mission, character, and work, as the Christ; and it 
comprises a thorough exposition of his teaching about the nature of his Kingdom-its 
privileges-its laws-and its advancement, in the soul, and in the world. Demy 8vo. 

CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH. A Course of Lent Lectures, delivered in 
the Parish Church of Holy Trinity, Paddington. By the Rev. Daniel Moore, 
•. A., Author of .. The Age and the (,aspel: H ulsean Lectures," &c. 

JOHN KNOX AND THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND: His work in 
her Pulpit and his influence upon ber History, Anicles, and Parties. A mono.srnph 
founded upon several important papers of Knox, never before published. By the Bev. 
P. Lorimer, D.D. Post 8vo. . 

THE PRIVILEGE OF PETER LEGALLY AND HISTORICALLY 
EXAMINED, AND THE CLAIKS 011 THE ROllLAN OHURCH OOMPA.RJllD 
WITH THE BCRIPTURl1lS, the Councils and the Testimoay of the Popes them­
selves. By the Rev. B. Q. Jenkin., M.A., Rector of Lymiuge, and Honorary 
Canon of Canterbury. Fcap. 8vo. p. 6d. 

THE PARACLETE: An Essay on the Personality and Ministry of the Holy 
Gbost, with some Reference to Current Discussions. Demy 8vo. 12$. 

SERMONETTES: On Synonymous Texts, taken from the Bible and Book 
of Common PraY,="L for the Study, Family Reading, and Private Devotion. By the 
Rev. Thomas moore, Vicar of Christ Church, Chesham. Small crown 8vo. -!S. 6d. 

SERMONS AND EXPOSITIONS. By the Rev. :a. Wlnterbotham. 
Crown 8"0. Cloth. 71. 64. 

SERMONS. By the late Rev. Henry Chr1atopheraon. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 7s. fxI. 
THE SPIRITUAL FUNCTION OF A PRESBYTER IN THE 

CHURCH 011 ENGLAND. By John lfotrege. A.X. for fifty-four years a 
Presbyter in .. that pure and Apootolical Branch of Christ's Holy Catholic Church 
estabhshed in this Kingdom." Small croWD 8vo. Red edges. Price p. 6d. 

WORDS OF FAITH AND CHEER. A Mission of Instruction and 
Suggestion. By the Rev. Archer't. Gurney. • vol. Crown 8vo. Price 6r • 

.. Speaks of many questions with a wise JUdg .. , which command 1'C5pect." -Brilil" (JuarlerO 
ment and a fcarlef.s honest.y, as well as with an Rnlic1D. 
intellectual strength and broad human utholicity. 

THE GOSPEL ITS OWN WITNESS. Being the Hulsean Lectures for 
1873. By the ReV. Stanley Le&thes, M.A. I vol. Crown 8vo. Price 5<. 

THE CHURCH AND THE EMPIRES: Historical Periods. By the late 
lIenry W. Wilberforce. Preceded by a Memoir of the Author, by J. H. Newman, 
D.D. 1 vol. Post 8vo. With Portrait. Price lOS. 6d. 

Second Edition. 
THE HIGHER LIFE. Its Reality, Experience, and Destiny. By 

James Baldwin Brown, B.A. Crown 8vo. Price 76. 6d. 
~~.clea.rIY and eloquently set forth.--, ;:e.~~~..r~~~~::"m,:.~r 01 this eloquent 

';;~u1~:!t c:~e:en~!~.ti~~:! ~~~d~: re;!:I~h~f c!.~~t:ih~~d;~'!~tu:,~lr:r~b::.d ~~ 
commend it to our readers:'-Rd. have a Jnl~"a," for theol~ical readJnc. but olaD 

.. ODe of the riche!!.t volumes of sermons that I in~elligent persons. "-BtJjtlisl. -------- ---------
65, Cornhill i c,.. 12, PaterMster Row, L()ndon. 
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TH EOLOG ICAL--ClmlilfllN. 

HARTHAM CONFERENCES; OR, DISCUSSIONS UPON SOME 
OF THlII BJIILIGIOUS TOPIOS 011' THlII DAY. By the Rev. P. W. 
x.tnptord, X.A., Vicar of S. Thomas"1 Stamfonl Hill: late ChaplaiD H.E.l C. 
(Bengal Presideacy). .. Audi alteram partem.' CroWD Ivo. Price)6. &I. 

CONT .... TS :-lntroductory.-The Real Presencc.-ConfessioD.-Ritualism. 
"Able and iAteresIIDc. "-CAN ..... Tr_. 

STUDIES IN MODERN PROBLEMS. FIRST SERIES. Edited by the 
Rev. Orby Shipley, X.A. By Various Writers. Crown lvo. SS. 

CONTENTS: Sacramental Confessiol.-AbolitioR uf the Thirty.nine Articles. Part J.­
The Sanctity of Marriage-Creation and Modern Science-Retreats fOl" Persons Li\i~ 
in the World-Catholic and Protestant-The Biohops OIl Confession in the 0Jam:h o[ 
England. 

STUDIES IN MODERN PROBLEMS. SECOND SERIES. Edited by the 
Rev. Orby Shipley, X.A. By Various Writers. Crown 8vo. SS. 

CONTRNTS: Some PriRciples of Cbri5tian Ceremonial-A Layman', View of CoDfe-· 
sion of Sin to a PriC:lt. Parts I. & H.-·Reservation of the Bles.<ed SacrameRI-MiAio ... 
and Preaching Orders-Abolition of the Thirty·nine Articles. Part 1I.-The '''''. 
L,turgy of Edward VI., and our own Office, contrasted and compared. 

UNTIL THE DAY DAWN. Four Advent Lectures delivered iD the Epis­
copal Chapel, Milverton, Warwickshire, on the Sunday Eveni!'1!5 during A.dYcut, IS,"", 
By the Bev. Xarmaduke E. Browne. Crown 8vo. Pnce u. 6t/ • 

•• FoUl really origlDal ad stirrinr sermODli."- ;;lIAH BIIIL 

Second Edition. 
A SCOTCH COMMUNION SUNDAY. To which are added Certain 

. Discourses from a University City. By A. X. K, B., Author of "The Reacaticms 
of a Country Parson. H Crown 8vo. Price St • 

•• Some dlscounes are added. which are couched I U We commend this 1'OltltDe as faD of lat~ t~ 
In latlKWlKc of rare powero"-"Hm BNIi. aU our readers. It is written with 1DUC1I a~" 

.. EXceeWDgly fresh and rcadable."-Cla.rr"'" and rood (eelilll', with exccUeat taste &ad man-&. 
JII __ • ...... ta<t. "-C"""'" HnwId. 

EVERY DAY A PORTION: Adallted from the Bible and the Prayer Book, 
for the Private DevotioDs of those liVUlg in Widowhood. CoUected and Edilcd. by 
Lady lII[ary Vyner. Square croWD avo, elegantly bound. St . 

.. Now she that is 4 widow indeed. and desolate. trusletb in God. .. 

:: ~ru:!~h! U~~e~~W:~:;~d. !:~. fiOs It I ~p~~.:....~~ the work wd1 AiMd b ~ 
wJ!!tAc~:::,~I:t =. ~-;.fc~~1i~;==~h a~~~~~~:a~~=: 4':: u= etteDeDl utJ 

ESSAYS ON RELIGION AND LITERATURE. By Various Writers. 
Edited by the .oet Reverend Archbishop Kanning. Demy 8_ 1 ..... 6tI_ 

CONTENTS:-The PbDnsophy or cltristWtlty'-1 Pr .... --chrlstIanity in relation 10 Sodet:r.-T1:c 
Mystical Element5 of ReUgion.~troyersy with Reli~ous. Coodillcm of ~nuan)·.-The .PIWo.cpt.) 

g: ~~C;:~~~~~M~11il1T!:Uf~~~:ft~ PkO!c;hny.- Catholic Laymen aDd ~ 
Fifth Edititm. 

WHY AM I A CHRISTIAN? My Villoount Strattord de B.ecicU1fe, 

p.:ca~~ !Ci!:.rla?;;'~~: ';'!':~lb~~:v~D";~C;: ~ an earnest. iAteDigent. and poaaicol 
man. "-CDllIemp()""r;y Rn,lIC'IU. 

THEOLOGY AND MORALITY. Being Essays by the Rev. J. Llewell7D 
Daviee, X.A. 1 vol. Crown Iva. Price 7S. M. 

o. The position taken up by Mr. Uewollyn DaYies I DOl space to do UlOl'e with ~ to tile soci. L1 

~;hi~~~3e~~(i~r51~V%::'e!::'~:(Jc!:; ki:~:!stJ:.t :;:jt. '::~~ !:dn :rD~~ 
:rJl.~':l:: :~~ !~~~~~h;~s.t~ ~eeC.~; ~r"-:'~'!.. theJ are wworm!y daarac:tcriIe4. -

HYMNS AND SACREl? LYRICS. By the Rev. Godfrey TlariDC, 
B.A. 1 vol. Crown Bvo. Price 5' . 

.. Many of the bymns in the charming volume I WOUld. and would not tt we C'CIUld., and .Jt..at .... 
before us h3ve already been publlsbed In the stiU better, 50 penetn.lirtg ant! peacdu.l is d.~ 
principal bymnals o( tbe day. a proof. as wr tAke devotional spirit which breatbes thrOUCIa his ~ur. 
it. that they have bc<:ome popular, and thnt the I and from them, that we feel all the better-«--." 
mcrih are not super:ficl.ll or oroinary .... Th~re in a worWly frame of mind. and lno~ ut a t.c.yc:A.) 
~=~i:xt:ures:e~C~~ ~e (~':!u,~n!:O~~I~ :.,oo:-atter readinl( them. oa_Ii'V"1iM G\.n..~-

65, Corlznill; &0 12, Paternoster R()1JJ, Undon. 



Works PulJlislreti by HCIlry S. Killg o,... Co., 

THEOLOGICAL-Contintml. 

THE RECONCILIATION OF RELIGION AND SCIENCE. 
DeiDg Essays by the Rev. T. W. l!'owle, X.A. r voL 8vo. Price rOl. fa . 

• 1 A book which re~s aud deserves the re-I There 15 scarcely 0. page in the book which is not 

~~~~:~~~~:n~.( tho:;~~~~n!i~:;~:~."~ ci~~::~~)" of a thoughtful pause."-L,~~m'"y 

HYMNS AND VERSES, Original and Translated. By the Rev. 
H~ Downton, X.A. Small crown 8vo. Price V. 6tI • 

.. Cnn!llderable force and beauty c.ha.racterise I OJ 'Will. we do not doubt. he welcome as a ~1'_ 
some oCthese yenes."-IYa/~"",n". manent possession to those for whom they ha,'C 

., Mr. Downton's' Hymns and Ver:c.es '.re worthy been composed or to whom they haTe been orii{i. 
DC all praiSl:."-EHr/UJ& C"Hr~J""Q". nally adurcsted "-CJ"tlre" Hn-aIII. 

MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE IN THE EAST. By the Rev. 
Richard Oollina, X.A. With Four Illustrations. Crown 8vo. Price 6< . 

•• A very pphic story told in lucid, simple, aad I ., We lIIfty judl{c from our own experience, no 
modest style.'"-J::"E!ish CI",rr/r"u,,,. one who takes up this charming little l"Olume will 
C~~!c~e;~,~. and vC!'y interesting Yolume.-- ':!i!:'~";"r till be h<1s got to the last word." 

MISSIONARY LIFE IN THE SOUTHERN SEAS. By Jamea 
Hutton. I voL Crown 8vo. With Illustrations. 7S. 6tI. This is an historical 
record of l\lission work by the labourers of all denominations in Tahiti, the Hervey, the 
Austral, the Samoa or N aviptor's, the Saadwich, Friendly, aDd Fiji Islands, &c. 

THE ETERNAL LIFE. Being Fourteen Sermons. By the Rev. Jaa. 
Noble Bennie, M.A. Crown 8vo. Price 6<. 

"The "'hole '\'olume Is replete with matter (or I Sunday readln.l'."-E~/f.r" CII,trrl",,,,,,. 

l~U,~~ ~:o=:'-;l=ns!:'~'ns as wholesome . L~!:;" ~~,~;:,,~r:~~ es earnestl)' and well."-

THE REALM OF TRUTH. By Miss E. T. Oarne. Cr. 8vo. Ss. 6d . 
.. A singularly calm. thoughtful. an,1 philosophical I but what It cannot be told too often. that Truth is 

~1!1s i;:,:,,~. Truth is. and what its authority." U;;reet~~i~g~tr::~~in~~ea:dd:c~:r~.~L~~~ 
•• It tells the world _hat it does not lite to hear. rtf", CA"nhmn". 

LIFE: Conferences delivered at Toulouse. By the Rev. P~re Lacordaire. 
Crown 8vo. Price 6< • 

.. Let the serious reader ~'\st his eye UJ)9D any I a desire to leno",,' more of the teachings of Ihili 
slntr)e p~ in this volume. Dnd he wiD find there wonhy follower o( the s.1.lntly St. Doininlck.."­
words which will urest hit. aLtcntion and give him Mtw"""J:' PfAlt. 

Second Edition. 
CATHOLICISM AND THE VATICAN. With a Narrative of the Old 

Catholic Congress al Munich. By J. Lowry WhIttle, A.X., Trin. Coll., Dublia. 
Crown 8vo. Price 4$. 6tI. 
m~-:::en~l_%1:'"ra{;~nd his book to aU who wbb to follow the course of the Old Catholic 

Second Edition. 
THE PUBLIC WORSHIP REGULATION ACT, 1874. With an 

Introduction), Notes, and Index. Edited br, W. G. Brooke, M.A., Barrister-at·Law 
Author of ":six Privy Council Judgments, '&c. CrOWD 8vo. 3'. 64. ' 

.. A. very uroeful and conYeDlent manual. and IMMt. The notes. which foUow, are appended to 

~:s:=~bej~t~g:'!.:lk~~ wo~o t~ \:= ~~~,~~~er:~~b.e:er:"::;~~DJfl~~:~ti~;! 
act • • • • The introducLiou 2'1\'CI • IUccinct GHarl/lan. 
bblory 0{ the Act I n lIS _. Ihroujth ParUa· 

Third Edition. 
SIX PRIVY COUNCIL JUDGMENTS-:-18so-r~72. Annotated by 

W. G. Brooke, X.A., Barrlster-at-La.... CroWD 8vo. Pnce 9'. 

inc precedents for the rutare." -..4' Ih"",,",__ writtea.1a,,· ofthe English EstabHslunent. "-8ruu), 
II The volume is. YaJuahle record of cases (orm-llast twenty yean. w~cb .wiU constitute the un· 

~:s i~ :~e~nc:h~m~J~X;=~~io:i t~! Quartn-Iy Rro,n". 

THE MOST COMPLETE HYMN BOOK PUBLISHED. 
HYMNS FOR THE CHURCH AND HOME. Selected and Edited by 

the Rev. W. l!'leminlr Stevenson, Author of .. Prafing and Working. ~ 
Tire Hy",,,..~k ctnUists 0.' T4nl Pam :-1. For Pubhc Worship.-II. For Family 

ano Private Worship.-III. For Children: and CODtainS Biographical Notices pf ne~rly 
3D<> Hymn-writers, with Noles UPOD their Hymas . 

• ,,' PII6lislud in 'IJari#1u ftntu aNi IriclS, tlu /all" r-tmgiq f"..". sa. tD 6<. Lisls tulaJ"lI 
;"rlk1t/a" will N fo,.,.islud t1IC ajpliaJliIM tD llu Pw/J/i,ltnT. 

65, CornAi"; & 12, Paternoster Ro'«', Lont/tm. 
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THKOLOGICAL-conlimua. 

WORKS BY THE REV. H. R. HAWEIS, II.A. 
Second Edition. 

SPEECH IN SEASON. A New Volume oC Sermons. Cr.8vo. Price 9-'". 
Eighth EditiOll. 

THOUGHTS FOR THE TIMES. Crown 8vo. Price 71. 6d. 
., !\.Ir. Hawcls write-snot only fearlessly, but with I .. Bears marks of much 0fieinalIty of ~t 

remarkable freshness and vipir. In d that he and indmd1lAllt7 of c:xpresiiiou.. IOt"';",hU _v.~_ 
says 'We perceive a tt:a.nsparent honesty and sinlrle- WulU. 
DesS of purpose_" -S4IHmaJ Rnn'nl. 

UNSECTARIAN FAMILY PRAYERS, for Morning and Evening fora 
Week. with short selected passages from the Bible. Square CI'OWIl avo. Price y. 6d. 

.. These prayen are tender J devotional. and I household. They AlC briei'. but wcry bc:aotiruL -­
helpful, and may be used with e-reilt profit in any CllristUut "'n-I4. 

WORKS BY THE REV. CHARLES ANDERSON, M.A. 
Second Edition. 

CHURCH THOUGHT AND CHURCH WORK. Edited by the :BeY. 
Oharlea And.erllon X.A., Vicar of St.John'. LimehOUle. CoataiainC artic:es 
by the Revs. J. M. Capes, Professor Cheetham, . LL b,;Yies, Harry Jones, Brooke Laa· 
bert, A. J. Ross, tho Editor, and others. Demy 8vo. 16. 6J 

n:~Mhri;~~n,!:: :.=r~~~~w~ ~~~_~==:~ .. ~ 
almost of necessity :iketchy. but tbey are DODe the' "It is a book which may be pra6tablr st..-ed bv 

!:s~~:: ~a~~Cdi.&~;~~Ch~~~r~~: I :u===~z::,~~~CJI~ 
could f.:rdly do better than study Mr. AndenoD"s I of ~ work, lor It is foll of whe practical ~ 
~~n:e~r~:::e!,(es;;:~~ by )fro ~~e=~:~:~==e~ 
Charlel AndersoD, wiD be beartily welcomed, A' an .J'r"Nn·specuJator"-NM~ 

Second Edition. 
WORDS AND WORKS IN A LONDON PARISH. Edited by 

the Rev. Oharles Anderson, X.A. DealY 8vo. Price 6< • 
• , It hasan lnterest of lts own {or nota rewminds, I c:reue tts vital poweI'!'Ss or deep aDd ..... ..-e im· 

to .'hom the question 'is tbe National Church port:aDce."-S~ • 
... -orth preserving as weh. and if so, how best in-

THE CURATE OF SHYRE. A Reoord of Parish Refonn, with its at· 
tendant Rel~o\l' aDd Social Problem... Bt the Rev. Oharlea AD4eftlO~ X.A..., 
Vicar of St. John'., Limehouse. Editor 0(" Church Thonght aDd Church WOrl<.- aDd 
.. Words and Works in a London Parish." Demy 8vo. 7$·6d. 

65, Cornhill; c;.. 12, Paternoster RtJW, Ltmtkm. 
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THEOLOGICAL-continued. 

WORKS BY THE REV. C. J. VAUGHAN, D.O. 
!rHlll SOLIDITY OJ' nUE RELI- J'ORGET THINE OWN PEOPLE. An 

GION AND OTHER BBlRMONS Appeal for Missions. CrownSvo, 3'. 6d. 

=A~~~~OmN:.t?J~: ~~'l!~~~':'~~t.=:""d"~. 
WlIIlIlX, l!'lIIBRUARY, 1874, Crown 
8vo. 3'.6d. 

Thin! Edition. 
WORDS OF HOPE l!'ROM THE PULPIT 

Oll' THE TEKPLlII CBtJRCH. Crown 
8vo. Price Sf. 

Fourth Edition. 
THE YOUNG LIl!'1I :IIQtJIPPING 

ITUlLlI' :rOR GOD'S hlRVICIi. 
Being Four Sermons Preached before the 
UnivenilY of Cambridge, in November, 
187" Crown 8vo. Price 3'. 6<1 • .. Quiet. schobuly. Ingenlo .... nahlral. spiritual, 

~elica1. and earue5t. The charm o( their ·'HasaUthewriter'schan.cterlldcaoldeYOted-
~e:~:~can!~;r~uc~~( !otcu=: Oe,:,.~~;:!. high moral toDe."-LMu/D" 
indu9trious, vigorous nund."-BnlirJ\ (JuarkrlJl .. As earnest. eloquent, and as liberal as cvclY'" 
Rnliefll. ___ ....:..._~th=ln:::l1.:e::.:I .. .::....::tha=.:.:t he writes. "-ExaMiltw. 

SERMONS. 

WORKS OF THE LATE REV. F.· W. ROBERTSON, MA 
~EW AND CHEAPER EDITIONS. 

EXPOBITOBY LlIIOTt1lUIIS Olt ST. 
Vol. I. Small crown 81'0. Price 31. 6d. 
Vol. II. Small crown 8vo, Price 3'. 6d. 
Vol. Ill. small crown 8vo. Price' 31. 6d. 
Vol, IV. Small crown avo. Price 3'. 6d. 

PAUL'S EPISTLlB TO 'J!HB 
OOBINTlIIABS. Small crown 81'0. Sf. 

!rlDII EDUCATION O~ TB:III BtJJ/IAH 
RAOlII. From th .. Gennan of GoUhold 
IIphHlm LetI8IDg. Fcap. avo. ... 6d. 

LECTtJRESAND ADDRESSES, WITH 
OTHlIIR LITERARY REKAINS. 
Wilh Introduction by the Rev. Stopford 
A. Brooke, M.A. Crown 8vo. SS. AN ANALYSIS OF :HR. 'l'ENNYSON'S 

[Pnpan·nr. .. IN Jl[EMORIAM." Fcap. 8vo. ... 
S' The above ... orks can abo be had Bound in half morocco. 

- •• A Portrait of Ihe late Rev. F. W. Robertson, mounted for framing, can be had. price ... 6d. 

WORKS BY THE REV. STOPFORD A. BROOKE, M.A. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Majesty the Queen. 

!rHE LATE REV. F. W. ROBIIRTSON, SlCBMONS Preached in St. James's Chapel, 
M. A.: LIl!'E AND LlIITTERB. York Street. Second Series. Crown 8vo. 
Edited by the Rev. Btopford A. Brooke, Price 11, 
M.A. Eighth EditioIL 

I. In 2 vols .• uniform with the Sermons. OHRIST IN 1I0D:IIRN LIJ'lII. Sermons 
With a Steel Portrait. 7<.6<1. Preached in St. James', Chapel, York 

II. Library Edition, in dcmy 8vo, with Street. London. Crown 81'0. 71.6d. 
Two Steel Portraits. 1U. .. Nobly fearless. and singularly strollg' ••••• 

1I1. A Popular Edition, in r vol. 61. carries our admiration throu&'houL"-B.v.s4 
Second Edition. Qua,,"l;- JlrrRnII. 

THEOLOGY IN TBZ :IINGLIBH .Eighth E<lition. 
. POETS.-COWPER, COLERIDGE, WORDS- SERIIONS Preached in SI. JaII\eS" Chapel 

WORTH, and BURNS. Post 8vo. 9'. York Slreet, London. Crown 8vo. 61. ' 
.. Apart from its literary merits, the book may .. No onc who reads these termon! wiD wonder 

be said to possess an ladependent value, as that Mr. Brooke Is a creat power in London, that 

~::~ ~I~~t~ m:r:=h::!tOll n~ thJ ~d C::lb~s~~~:'cd fi~~~~C;;:~c~~~ 
theology. '-A t/tnunmc, petuous sermons., rich with the trcuures of a cui. 

"The volwne is s.choLuUke. ad evidently the tivated im.'\glnation." -e".rdian. 

r~l~ .~~~e.i~=~z:;;i;=tath.e Second Edition. 
criticism. It h deer. ed.quale. eloquent. and PRllIlDOII IN THE OlItJROH O~ 
!~~~:~u~tl::~: m~-:e'=v~:::~:.sB:=~ lCNGLAIm. Six Sermons su&gested 
volume with "Pleasure-it is frClih. sugget.th·c, by the Voysey Judgment. Cr. Ivo., 31. 6t:l. 
5timulating. and we cordiaUy recommend It. .. _ .. A ~ f~'\ir statelDeJlt 0( the Yiews in respect: 
Nonem/o"""st. to freedoa of thoupt held: by the h'beral party 1ft 

JIB]IDEBIOX DlDNISOJl KAU'BlcmI: th~·'i::cr!:~~t~~~~~~ 
TlIlII LIlI'II AND WORK 01'. A by go-eat deameso or Iho ... ht. frankness of state-
Memorial Sennon. Crown avo, sewed. II. ment.andmoderationoftooe."-CA""".tOpr·",.,,. 
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,MISCELLANEOUS. 

FOR SCEPTRE AND CROWN. A Romance of the Present Time. 
By Gregor Samarow. Translaled by_Fanny Wormald. 2 val.. Cr. Bvo. '5'-

This is the celebrated uUm Szeprer und K.ronen:' which was publisbed about a year2.CO 
in Germany, when it created • very great sensation among all classes. It d~ 'llMth 
.ome of the 'prominent characters who have figured and still continue to 6gurc in 
Eurf?Pean pohtics, and. the accuracy of its lire·picturc is so great that i1 is p-e5eated n 
the English pubhc not as a novel, but as a new rendering of an important chapter iD 
reCeDt European history_ 

FRAGMENTS OF THOUGHT. By T. Bowden GTeen. Dedicated by 
permission to tbe Poet Laureate. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

THE ROMANTIC ANNALS OF A NAVAL FAMILY. By 
Mra ArihUl' Traherne. Crown 8vo. IOS.6d. 

"Some iDteretinl( Jetters are IDtrodu~ed. I .. Wen and ilcasant17 told.' - E~-r Sm .. · 
n:n~ .. ~~ra1frow the Late King 'Vil· tlard.. 

STUDIES IN POLITICAL ECONOMY. By Anthony -usa-rave, 
C ••• G., Governor of South Australia. CroWD 8vo. 

A GRAMMAR OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. By Xaj.-Gen. W. F. 
Marriott, O.S.I. Crown 8\'0, 6<. 

The aUlhor's aim In presenting this Dew elementary treatise to the world is, finth·. Il 
restrict it to truly elementary com,iderations in each branch of the subject: secoadJY. t:J 
adopt a perfectly precise and unambiguous use of terms iD the sense which m_ ae>.rlr 
agrees with common use; thirdly, to otTer reasonable proof of every p~; ad 
rourthly, to use the utmost brevity consistent with proof, so as to invite and £acili.cate tt.c 
judgment of the student as weU as of the critic. 

'l'HE ASHANTEE WAR. A Popular Narrative. By The "Dally lIewa" 
Sp,eoial Oorrespondent. Crown 8vo_ Price 6< • 

• Trustworthy and readable, IDd well fitted 10 I ~ brlnj[ing togeth .. ~ ... Iocideab,. _I tv 

~i~~=~::W~~Cbl~; be7~:,o=~.~~i-,..~ aatunr, 

SOLDIERING AND SCRIBBLING. By Archibald ForbM, of the 
DailJl N..ws. Cro'YO 8vo. Price 78. 611 • 

.. All who open II wiD be IncUned to read thro"lh I .. There t. a good dea\ of Ins!nlctioD to -..... 
tor the varied entertaiDment which It aB'ords. - touchinr mllitary lUe. in tJus ToIume. --ErtnI:v 
Dait" Nt?J.1I. Skuula,d. • 

tILAM EN NAS. Historical Tales and Anecdotes of the Times of the Early 
Khalifahs. Translated from the Arabic Originals. By Kn. Godfrey Clerk, 
Author of .. The Antipodes and Round the World." Crown 8vo. Price 7L 

.. Those who lIJte storie& full of tbe ~uiDe colour I .. AI full of 1'dIahIe Information as kilO( aDl'I:'" 
ADel (~nce o( the East should hyan mens read iDg Incident. "-/:"W1IiV SlaJUt.nL 
Mrs. GOdfrey Clerk", volume. "-SjJ«tllt,r. 

HAKAYIT ABDULLA. The Autobiography of a Malay Mllnshi, bet"'een 
the ~rs 1808 and 1843, contaiaiDi Sketches of MeD and Events c:oanec:ted with the 
EDgJ.ish Settlements in the Straits of Malacca during that period. TransJaled by 
J. T. ThODUlon, l!'.B..G.S. Demyavo. Price 'u. 

II The chief Intel'e!i't of the work consls.ts In Its I EngUsh wa~ geAeraIly. • • • The book Is ...nte.r"l 
slnlZUlar revelation or the inner lire of a natiye o( In the 21'3Ye and sedate. yrt amusine style, JIIK'a.:;ix 
A~ tbe wa,. in whIch his mind was afFected to Orfentak. and is enriched by tile ~',. 
~ti~':t~'= ~U:£E=uJ:'~~r i~hjD~~ additional matter."-Dd&b Nftlfr. 

GLIMPSES OF THE SUPERNATURAL. Being Facts, Records, and 
Traditions, relating to Dreams, Omens, Miraculous Occurrences, A.PPI'ritions, Wraith<, 
Warnings, Second.sight, Necromancy, Witchcraft, &c. By the :Rev. l!'z'e4erick 
George Lee, D.D., Vicar or AU Saints, Lambelh. Crown 8vo. 7'. 6tI. 
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MISCELLA1"EOU~ 

ANTIQUITIES OF AN ESS~X PARtSH; 0., P.ua:s noM THB 
HISTORY OF GUAT D.,..._. By W. T. 8eott. Crvwn 8YO. Sewed, 41. ; dath, 5'. 

SHAKSPERE; a Critical Study of his MiDd aDd An. By ~ 
Edward Dowden. 

m:l~~ir,,:,,:'d:r:~f =~~.:..==~~~~ 
_ his COlIne of _ ODd ....... d •• oiop. Sbbpere. popular ia the semc of beIDa" ottrac:. 
_ .. r. .. _ iI ~ This thread ruao;,'¥ tiTe to aU .... oIIie.ot"1ooren of III<nbin!. but 

=hi!: ~~·r~~~ I =~;::""'6:=.':i"':'=: 
THE SHAKESPEARE ARGOSY: CODtaiaing much of the WMIth of 

Shak~·. WISdom ..... Wit. alphabeticallyarrllllpd aud -.uiJiecl by Capt. A. P. 
P. Haroourt. CrowD 8YO. Price 61. 

RUSSIAN ROMANCE. By Al8XlLJlClft Berpev:ltohPouahldD. Trans­
lated from the Tales of BIILXIN. &c. By Kra. J. Buchan Talflq- (IIIe Jli[01U&-
viem en.- 8.... Pnce 7S. 6d. ' 

CONTKNTs.-The Pistol Shot.-The SDowstorm.-The Undertaker.-The Station­
Masler.-The ~u.tic.-The Captaio·. Daulhter.-The lJoor of Peter the Great.-
The Que .... of S &Co 

SOCIALISM: its Nature, its Dangers, and its Remedies considered by the 
Bev ••• Kaatra ... »,:LA. I YOI. Crowu ~ 7'- lid. 

J. H. NEWMAN, D.D.; CHARACTERISTICS 'FROM HIS 
WlUTUlGB I SeIectiou, P.....,..I. Historical. Philosophical, aDd Re~on.. Ammged 
by W. S. LDly, Barrister-at-Iaw. with the Author'. approvaL With Portrait. Crown 
8vo. Price 61. 

CREMATION; THE TREATMENT OF THE BODY APTER 
DEATH: wiill a Description flf the 1>.-- and 1l.-...,. ApparatI& Crowa &ro, 
sewGel. Third E&;o.. Pri"" u. 

THE PLACE OF THE PHYSICIAN. Being the Introductory Lecture at 
Guy', Hoopital. 1873-74: to which is added EsSAYS ON THB LAW OF HUMAlf LIFE. 
AND ON THB RaLATrolf BBTW .... N ORGANIC AND INORGANIC WORLDS. By .Jamea 

~~~~ o~~,,:.::~ !!~~.;:e~in~,,:: T=f.Y~ ~t~.;...~~ ~:. 
=~1f:.t);=ra-m with bich meaninc'"-I ~:-= ~~~y~C;;::~e.~h~ 

:: ~aW:=!;t.":,,u:.;~:':~t16ceea. ~:~~~B;,;lt.:i~~teUeclua1 pnJgTeII of 

Seventh Edition. . 
LITTLE DINNBltS; HOW TO SERVE THEM WITH 

~GAlIOJI AJIID .ao.OIlY. BrJI&rYKooper. Cr ...... avo. PritG 5' • 
.. w. ought not to omit the mentioD or sc ...... iiiiid'th. bean to put .... _ledge la practice-
~ good rec:lpeo _loIeb Mrs. H~ •• "" .... r.. ..... undadalllT _. "hat 10 100<1. "-.sa"''''1fJI _ ..... .......,...eaIt puddlDc. -.. .. h .. d. Scotch R.."...., • 
.... bion. claYlDed rowl, rich _~ ned< or .. To rad lbil _ ...... tile reader an appe-
nnisoll cooked in a V 01'-.. 1aow to cook. whitebait, t1te. --Nola tmtI (}NwIU. 

:c.~ ~ru.D1=~~ ::.foo:' o!~~ re~'c!=d:ct~ ~=. ~~J ~~ 
~ ~~:::e~:~= :r~br:r.:.=a~~~!'~~~:-:,.~~,~r. 

OUR INVALIDS: HOW SHALL WE EMPLOY AND AMUSE 
>:rBlIIK P By Harriet Power. Foal', 8YO. Price u. 6d. 

.. A ...,.,. useful HttIe brochure .••• Will boco_ I Intended. while It wiJJ aII"ord _..,.. _ hlDt to 
a UllfyersaJ. ra..-ourite with the dass for .bom It is those who liye with ~em. "-7'. 8wJJ. 

REPUBLICAN SUPERSTITIONS. Illustrated by the Politieal History 
of the United States. Iuc1udinc a CorrespoDd_ wi&h M. Louis Blanc. By 
.oncure D. Conway. Cr",.." 8vo. Price 5' . 

.. A .~ able exposure or the _ pIoootlble I .. Mr. em".,. wrlteI with -"t IIIncerky. H. 

=~~=~~r: .. ~~,;!:;~k. SI;~~~t~~~=lbolsocCMion: 
MADEMOISELLE JOSEPHINE'S FRIDA YS, AND OTHER 

STOlUJllB. By lII1IIa •• Betham-Bclwa1'dlt, Author of .. Kitty," &:c:. CroW1l8vo. 
71.6d. ' 

65, C01'nhill; &- 12, Pal(1'1tosler Row, LofId(m. 
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M1SCELLANEOu~ontillueti. 

WORKS BY EDWARD ~ENKIN., M·P· 
1"hirty.Fourth Edition. Fourteenth Thousand. 

GmrS BABY: HIS Bm'l'K.An ~TLlII HODGE. A Christmas Country 
0'l'KIIB JIIUOB~tJl!DBS. Crown Carol With Five IUustrations. Crowu 
8vo. Price II. 8vo. Price St. 

L17~ .An J)ILLOO. A Story of A Cheap Edition In paper <»yen, price 11. 

West Iadian Lite. a YO\a. Demy 8v0. Se,..,.,th Editioa. 
IDUItIated.. [PrrP'lring; LOB:D BANTAM. Cr. avo. Price ... 6tI. 

PANDURANG HARI; or, MUIOIRS OF A HINDOO. A Tale of 
MahraltaLifesixtyyearsago. WithaPrc£ace by SirK. Bartle B.l!'rere, &.0 ••• 1., 
&c. a vola. Crown 8vo. Price a,6. 

,. Ther. Is a q....mlDe>5 &ad slmpUdty ID the I Jeneth of PandUI"IID1r Hart. but to _d It resolutely 
rogueryolthe hcio that makes his Ule as attractiyC thrQurh. If thc7 do this they caa.ftot" we thinE. 
&I tbat 01 Guzman d'Al:f'arache 01' en Bias, anc! so Call to be bothamuscd aDd iatcrested. "-T;IIIU. 
we ad'tise OUl' I'eaders DOt to be dismayed at the 

TALES OF THE ZENANA, OR A NUWAB'S LEISURE HOURS. 
By W. B: Kockley ... Author of .. Pandurang Hari." With an Introductory Prelitc:e 
by Lord Sta.Dley or Alderley. III ~ vols. Crown 8vo. Price 211. . 

A CHEQUERED LIFE: Being Memoirs of the Vicomtesse de Uoville· 
M.ilhaa. Edited by the Vicomtesse Solallge de Kerkadec. Crown 8vo. Price 7" 6tI. 

oo There are numerous ~ of a stronftly I f'amUiar aspects or those times: and we must say 
dramatic character. cIescIib~ COIIvaatUll liie, that the wainnrIJ/tJHa iI admirable." -.st.r .... rd. 
~Is,ror~::=... ~ "::\i,~~ "Easy and amusilll[ reacllnl(."-H._. 

GIDEON'S ROCK, ana other Stories. By Katherine Sa1lJlden. 111 
1 vol. Crown 8vo. Price lSi. 

CoHTKNTS.-Gideon'.ltoc:Ic.-oId Matthew'. Puule.-Gentle ]aclt.-Uncle Ned.­
The Retired Apothecary. 
"Tbe tala from wbleb the.ol..- derlveslts! voIume ..... aIoowelldescrvil>gofreprocluclloo."-

!l!ele,o~~lo:'h~-:::.=rb;:~ Qwm. 

JOA N MERRYWEATHER, and other Stories. By Katherine 
Sa1lJlden. III 1 vol. Crown avo. Price 11<. 

CoNTENTS.-Tbe Haunted Crust.-Thc l"Iower-Girl-]OIID Merryweather.-The 
Watchman'. Story.-An Old Letter. 

MARGARET AND ELIZABETH. A Story of the Sea. By 
Katherine Sa1lJldera, Author of .. Gideon'. Rock," &c. In 1 voL Oath. 
Crown 8vo. 11< • 

.. slm~Y yet powerfully told. .... ThIs openlPIr I c;er .•• A ..,., beautiful otory clo..,. as It 

~':'~OD~Oe!q::,.~ '!ura: ':p: ::tb~~ ha~"~p'.eaM~:G~~~.pktwe of homely 

STUDIES AND ROMANCES. By K. Schiitz WUaon. Cr. 8vo, 7s.6d.. 
•• ()pen the book. at lIIbat ~e the re-ad'er l' finds nothing to suit him. either grave ~y, stir-

::.id. h~ 4!'e !:!t ~~d =;:a:ir ~~ rhi! ':di:o":.:~~!l~~:'~~.7':l~~"en. c c:cted ill 
THE PELICAN PAPERS. Reminiscences and Remains of a Dweller in 

the Wilderuess. By Jamea Aahcroft Noble. Crown 8vo. Price 11<. 
"Written somewhat after tlte fashion of Mr. I .. WtU well rql8>;' ~usa1 by aU thoaptful and 

Hdps· •• Friends in COUAciL' "-LiJm"'i.'~r. inte~CIlt readers. -L''wr,loDl lAodn-. 

BRIEFS AND PAPERS. Being Sketches of the Bar and the Pres&. By 
Two Idle Allprenticea. Crown 8vo. Price 7$. 6tI. 

iI 'Written with spiiitandkDowlcda'c, and ~ve some I .. ThIS '- ODe of the best boob to while ::tAD 

:~::::Jd:.~~~-:'r:t=2~~~r~~ ~=e =osac;:ea io~:"!.:a;::" ~wc " 

BY STILL WATERS. A Story for Quiet Hours. By Edward Garrett, 
Author of" Occupations of a Retired Life," &c. Cr. 8vo. With Se'"eIlIUustrations. Es • 

•• We haTe read wan7 books by Edward GOlTett., h:lS more than. pleased ; it bas cbumed 1IL "-N".. 
but none that has pleased. Wi so well as this. Jt C'''''/lIrmisl. 

COL. MEADOWS TAYLOR'S INDIAN TALES. 
1. ~ COl'lJ'llSSIONB OF A '1'K17G. S. TABA. 

Are bOW rea<lv. and are the First and Second Volumes of A New and Cheaper EditiOllLla r yol 
eachJ Iflultnlted. price 6<. They will be followed by .. RALPH DARNJt L" an,; 
.. TIPPOO SULTAN." 

65, Cornht71; &0 12, Patemoster Row, London. 
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